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Issue Date (pages) 

1982 Yearbook (12) 
Flair/Piper cover 


1983 

March 13 

(I did not get page 14) 

Freebirds Cover 


April (16) 

Adrian Adonis cover 


May (16) 

Ric Flair cover 


June (18) 

Flair vs. Piper cover 


July (20) 

Harley Race cover 


Lead Story and others of interest 

***The premier issue of The Wrestling Observer Newsletter!!! 

Champions of 1982 
Observer Top 75 Ratings 

Wrestling Observer Awards; Ric Flair wins Wrestler of the Year 
1982 in review 
Superstar Profiles 


Farewell Judo Gene 
Ron Dobratz Reminisces 

Wrestling Notebook ’83: A look at the news of each territory including 
-All Japan signs Dynamite Kid 
-Rookie Billy Jack taking the Northwest by storm 
-Tully Blanchard wins Southwest title in tournament 
-Buddy Roberts arrives in Texas to join the Freebirds 
Cable TV & Wrestling’s Future 

The Fine Line Between Stereotypes & Racism 
Is Television a Threat to Local Promotions 

Japan in depth; a quick profile on all of the superstars with ratings 
Wrestling Notebook ‘83 including 

-New Japan draws $250,000 gate; thousands turned away 
-Bob Sweetan wins Southwest title 
-Larry Zybszko enters Georgia 

Where do Pro Wrestlers rate as Athletes? 

The True affects of Cable Come Out 

Texas in Depth; a quick profile on all of the superstars with ratings 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-All Japan Grand Champion series opens March 25 

-Tiger Mask vacates NJPW jr. title after match with Dynamite Kid 

-Lou Thesz and Terry Funk to appear in Southwest promotion 

-Larry Matysik resigns as St. Louis booker 

-Frank Dusek wins Southern title from Barry Windham 

Editorial: “How to Correctly use National TV” 

Analysis of AWA & Mid-South Talent 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-Onita suffers broken leg during match with Hector Guerrero 

-Masa Saito to tour U.S. this summer 

-Adrian Adonis wins “World” title in Southwest 

-JYD wins North American title 

-Ken Paten wins International title from Lawler 

-Jimmy Snuka’s girlfriend found dead 

-Eddie Gilbert in car accident 

Summer 1983 Top 100 Ratings 
1983 Awards Favorites 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-Hulk Hogan wins IWGP tournament by knocking out Antonio Inoki 

-Curt Henning wins Northwest title 

-Bret Hart wins North American title from Leo Burke 

-Jerry Lawler “Kaufman is a Dead Comic” 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1983 

August (20) 

Crusher Blackwell cover 


September (20) 

Sgt. Slaughter cover 


October (20) 

Terry Funk cover 


November (20) 

Tiger Mask cover 


December (22) 

Dynamite Kid cover 


Harley Race wins NWA title from Ric Flair in St. Louis 

Analysis of Florida & Georgia Talent 

Should Pro wrestling be covered in the Sports Pages? 

Wrestling Notebook including 

-Inoki supposed to have won IWGP title 

-Jumbo Tsuruta vacates United National title in Texas 

-Jerry Blackwell & Ken Patera win AWA titles from the High Flyers 

-Ric Flair wins Missouri state title 

Feedback about the 1983 Ratings 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-New Japan likely to affiliate self with Calgary 

-Jimmy Garvin wins American title from Kevin Von Erich 

-Butch Reed wins North American title from JYD 

-Massive house cleaning in Florida 

-July 11 main event Jerry Lawler vs. Andy Kaufman 

Terry Funk Retires 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-Jumbo Tsuruta wins International title from Brody 
-Tiger Mask retires 

-Southwest loses slot on USA network 

-Jim Duggan beats Ted DiBiase in loser leaves town match 

-WWF debuts on USA network 

The Two Faces of Japanese Wrestling 
Fall 1983 Top 50 Ratings 
The Never ending Feuds 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-Stan Hansen beats Giant Baba far PWF crown 

-Dynamite Kid wins Northwest title from Henning 

-Harley Race tours Texas 

-Jesse Ventura wins Southern title 

-Brett Wayne sawyer wins National title from Zybszko 

Article on Roy Shire 
Wrestling Notebook including 

-Antonio Inoki may regain power in New Japan 

-The Cobra wins NWA jr. title vs. Davey Boy Smith 

-Lots of newcomers to Mid South 

-Billy Jack wins Northwest title from Dynamite Kid 

-Puerto Rico draws more than 32,000 for Race/Colon main event 

-The Grand Wizard passes away 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1984 

January (20) 

Ric Flair cover 


February (36)** 

($15) 

Michael Hayes cover 

A totally packed 
issue with lots of news. 

The awards detail makes 
it a collectors issue for sure. 


March (30) 

David Von Erieh cover 


April (26) 

Hulk Hogan cover 


Lead Story and others of interest 


NWA Starcade ’83: A Flair for the Gold (11/24 cad coverage) 

Wrestling notebook coverage of all the territories news and champions, including 
-Opening of All Japan tag tourney 
-Inoki voted back in as president of New Japan 
-Brody & Murdoch appear in Southwest 

-World Class draws 19,200 to Thanksgiving show headlined by Kerry vs. Hayes 
-Jesse Ventura leaves CWA/Jarrett promotions; Lawler “wins” Southern title 

No Prisoners (The wrestling war has begun) 

1983 in Review (Detailed by day and month of the major news) 

Champions of 1983 

1983 Observer Awards Winners; Flair wins wrestler of the year 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Iron Sheik Upsets Backlund for WWF title 
-Hogan & Piper sign with WWF 

-Vince Sr. finalizes deal with Adonis in Japan, buries hatchet with Murdoch 
-Hansen & Brody win All Japan tag tournament 
-Inoki & Hogan win New Japan tag tournament 

-World Class breaks another attendance record, 19,675 for Christmas Star Wars 
-JYD wins North American title 

-Billy Jack loses loser leaves town match to Rip Oliver; goes to Florida 
-Sawyers win National tag team titles from Road Warriors 
-Rick Steamboat announces retirement 

In Memoir of David Von Erich 1958-1984 

The world at war and other assorted items 

Month by Month (The best matches Dave saw in ’83) 

Wrestling notebook including 

-Hulk Hogan wins WWF title from Iron Sheik 
-WWF to have first live St. Louis card 
-Greg Valentine and Brian Blair debut 

-Hisashi Shinma now managing Satoru Sayama after previous bad blood 
-Mr. Wrestling II & Magnum T.A. win Mid South tag team titles 
-Harley Race in AWA as regular 

-Tully Blanchard wins Central States title from Buzz Tyler 
-Mongolian Stomper wins North American title from Bad News Allen 
-Road Warriors National champs again — Buzz Sawyer AWOL 
-Dick Slater wins U.S. title from Greg Valentine 

More on the death of David Von Erich 
El Santo dies in Mexico 
Wrestling notebook including 

-McMahon buys AWA’s TV time in San Francisco 

-Jay Strongbow negotiating with Road Warriors 

-Jumbo Tsuruta wins AWA title from Bockwinkle in Japan 

-Bizarre things happening in New Japan 

-Killer Khan wins North American title from Stomper 

-Southwest continues bloodbaths 

-Flair to defend NWA title in World Class 

-Bill Dundee new booker in Mid South 

-Wayne Farris wins Southeast title 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1984 

May (28) 

Jumbo Tsuruta cover 


June (28) 

Flair/Kerry/David cover 


July (28) 

Flair vs. Kerry 
Martel vs. Jumbo cover 


July 9 (22) 

Inoki vs. Hogan cover 


Wrestling War of 84 Heats Up; a look at each territory and how affected 
Blood (How much is too much?) 

Ken Patera & Masa Saito arrested in Wisconsin 

Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling (monthly coverage of the AWA) 

Wrestling notebook including 

-WWF newcomers include Bob Orton, Akira Maeda, Adonis & Murdoch 

-Universal Pro Wrestling opens in Japan 

-Seiji Sakaguchi’s visit solidifies WWF/NJPW bond 

-El Canek pins Andre the Giant in Mexico 

-Dynamite Kid wins North American title from Killer Khan 

-Chris Adams/Jimmy Garvin feud heats up in World Class 

-Crowds up in Mid South with Bill Dundee booking style 

McMahon Buys Georgia Championship Wrestling 
Summer 1984 Top 100 Ratings 

Kerry Von Erich wins NWA title from Flair at Texas Stadium 
Mr. Mike’s Mondo wrestling 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Adonis & Murdoch win WWF tag team titles 
-Buzz Sawyer enters WWF 

-Universal Wrestling Federation opens amidst surprise & controversy 
-Harley Race/Ric Flair trade NWA title on New Zealand tour 
-Buddy Rose wins Northwest title from Rip Oliver 

-Dynamite Kid & Davey Boy Smith win Inti, tag team titles. Kid holds 3 titles now 

-Crusher & Baron Von Raschke win AWA tag team titles 

-All heels in Memphis quit Hart’s First Family and join Neidhart’s Raiders 

Flair Regains NWA title in Japan 

Vince McMahon Senior Passes Away 

WWF Signs Jesse Ventura 

NWA Meadowlands show draws 13,000 

Overexposure 

1984 awards favorites 

Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 

Wrestling notebook including 

-Tony Atlas leaves WWF, Bobo Brazil joins, Don Muraco returns 
-Seattle station dumps Don Owen for WWF 
-Magnum T.A. new North American champ 
-Road Warriors win National tag team titles 

Inoki Captures IWGP Crown 
Mad Dog Vachon Signs with WWF 
Battle for the Superstation 
Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Bobby Jaggers wins Southwest title 
-Rick Martel to begin first tour as AWA champ 
-Rick Rude wins Southern title from Lawler 
-Debut of Nikita Koloff 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1984 

July 30 (26) 

Freebirds cover 


Aug. 20 (24) 

Tiger Mask cover 


Sept. 10 (24) 

Terry Funk cover 


Sept. 30 (28) 

Stan Hansen cover 


Lead Story and others of interest 


Freebirds Sign with WWF as do Kimala and Ken Patera 
Toronto Joins WWF/WWF takes over WTBS time slot 
Top 25 Tag Team Ratings 
Big Month for Titan 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Dos Caras wins Mexico UWF world title 

-Tim Brooks wins Southwest title 

-Gino Hernandez wins Texas title tourney pinning Flair 

-Mid South Superdome card draws 20,800 

-Road Warriors in AWA as regulars 

Return of the Tiger (Sayama) 

The Future of Wrestling Editorial 
Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 
Wrestling notebook including 

-New in the WWF: The Spoiler, Nikolai Volkoff, Gama Singh, Kabuki 

-Negotiations with Ted DiBiase 

-Giant Baba wins PWF title from Stan Hansen 

-Fujinami scores first pinfall victory over Riki Choshu 

-Hottest feud in Texas: Freebirds vs. Killer Khan & Missing Link 

-Tommy Rich wins Inti, title in Memphis 

-McMahon bans Japanese press from taking ringside photos 

Terry Funk to Return 

WWF Signs Junkyard Dog/Brutus Beefcake/Angelo Mosca 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Giant Baba new affiliation with Hisashi Shinma, signs deal with Fransisco Flores and 
the UWA in Mexico 

-Masked Superstar recognized as world champ in Calgary 

-Upcoming Ft. Worth card will have final ever Freebirds vs. Von Erichs match 

-Road Warriors win AWA tag team titles 

-Jim Neidhart new Florida Southern champ 

-Lots of newcomers in Mid Atlantic from Florida 

Bobby Heenan joins WWF; Terry Gordy leaves WWF & Freebirds 

Sammartino settles dispute with WWF 

NWA/AWA work together to combat WWF 

Titan signs lucrative Japan pact 

1984 Awards favorites 

Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 

Wrestling notebook including 

-WWF newcomers: Bret Hart & Dynamite Kid 

-Tsuruta & Tenryu win International tag team titles from Brody & Blackwell 

-New Tiger Mask debuts 

-UWF signs Karl Gotch as booker and trainer 

-WWF will be joining with World Class 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1984 

Oct. 22 (26) 

Mr. Vince’s Mondo 
Wrestling cover 


Nov. 12 (28) 

Bruiser Brody cover 


Dec. 3 (26) 

Riki Choshu cover 


Lead Story and others of interest 


WWF signs Blackjack Mulligan & Barry Windham 

The Japanese Revolution 

Value of the title 

Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 

Wrestling notebook including 

-George Scott wielding power in WWF 

-Stu Hart upset at lack of promised push for Bret, Kid & Smith 
-Super Tiger wins UWF title in match with Akira Maeda 
-Eddie Einhom’s Pro Wrestling USA makes NY TV debut 
-Chris Adams turns heel 

-Eddie Gilbert wins Inti, title from Dutch Mantell 
-Wahoo McDaniel wins U.S. title 

Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 
Spotlight on Japan TV 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Tonga Kid surprise main eventer for MSG 

-Crowds falling in World Class with Gary Hart as booker 

-Adrian Street wins Mid South TV title from Terry Taylor 

-Fabulous Ones win Southern tag team titles from Rude & Bundy 

-So called merger of Ole Anderson’s, Jim Crockett’s & Jerry Jarrett’s promotion 

Behind the Scenes in Japanese Wrestling 
Who is the real villain here? 

Wrestling notebook including 

-Brian Blair, Dynamite Kid, Davey Boy Smith, Kimala leave WWF 
-Tony Atlas returns 

-Rumors of New Japan being in deep trouble 

-Ernie Ladd wins North American title from Magnum T.A. 

-Jerry Blackwell wins Missouri title from Race 
-Gordon Solie joins Lance Russell on the mic in Memphis 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1985 

Jan. 10 (52)** 

($18) 

Dynamite Kid cover 


Feb. 4 (22) 

Tsuruta/Tenryu cover 


March 4 (28) 

Flair/Steamboat cover 


March 25 (26) 

Fujinami/Hogan cover 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1984 Observer Awards Winners 
1984 in Review 
1984 Wrestling Ratings 
Champions of 1984 

NWA Starcade ’84: The Million Dollar Challenge (11/22 card coverage) 

Inside Japan Wrestling 

Wrestling notebook covering all the territories news and champions including 

-Sgt. Slaughter wants to renegotiate contract, Vince dismisses Sarge from WWF 
-Tsuruta & Tenryu win annual All Japan tournament 
-Atsushi Onita announces retirement 
-Kevin Sullivan wins Southwest title 

-Flair retains title vs. Kerry Von Erich in Dallas Christmas card 
-Brad Armstrong wins North American title from Ernie Ladd 
-Michael Hayes now booking Florida 

Eddie Graham Dies of Self Inflicted Gunshot Wound 
Eddie Mansfield/Jim Wilson Newspaper Articles re: 20/20 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Tonga Kid disappears from WWF 

-Crocketts gain control of Vince’s TV time slot in Philadelphia 
-American tag team titles held up between Fantastics & Midnight Express 
-Ted DiBiase wins North American title from Brad Armstrong 
-Bruiser Brody leaves AWA 

Editorial on 20/20 Exposing Pro Wrestling 
Mr. Mike’s Mondo Wrestling 
Newspaper article on Eddie Graham 
Twenty One Questions with Vince McMahon 
Inside Japanese Wrestling 
Wrestling notebook including 

-MTV has one hour wrestling show featuring Hogan vs. Piper 

-Blackjack Mulligan, Briscos, David Schults, Adrian Adonis & Dick Murdoch leave 

WWF 

-Billy Jack returns to the Northwest 
-Chris Adams wins American title from Kerry Von Erich 
-Rick Martel’s days as AWA champ may be numbered 
-Jimmy Hart leaves Memphis 

Numerous Newspaper Articles after 20/20 
Latest from the Superstation 
Wrestling notebook including 

-WrestleMania to be first nation wide closed circuit event 

-Northeastern opposition draws 20,000 to the Meadowlands 

-All Japan draws largest crowd of year in Osaka with no foreign talent 

-David Schults arrives in New Japan and slaps announcer Furutachi 

-Chris Adams & Gary Hart break-up in Texas 

-Mid South now has national TV outlet 

-Mike Graham takes over Florida, fires Michael Hayes 

-Arn Anderson arrives to Mid Atlantic from Alabama 
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Lead Story and others of interest 


Observer’s Final Issue (at least of the legal sized format with pics) 
Top 75 Ratings 

Bruiser Brody jumps to NJPW 
WWF WrestleMania I (3/31 card coverage) 

Inside Japanese Wrestling 
Wrestling notebook including 

-Flair vs. Kevin Von Erich to headline 5/5 Texas Stadium 
-Duggan beats DiBiase in loser leaves town 
-Blackjack Mulligan arrives in Florida 
-Dusty Rhodes wins TV title from Tully Blanchard 

New Smaller 8 1/2x11 format begins 


Issue Date (pages) 
1985 

April 15 (26) 

Brody/Inoki cover 


May 4 (6) 


June 1 (8) 


June 15 (8) 


June 23 (6) 


July 7 (8) 


July (8) 


Aug. 20 (8) 


Don Owen to close? 

Coverage of the promotions 

WWF NBC Saturday Night Main Event special to be taped 5/10 
Flair arrives in Japan 4/18 then gets next flight back to U.S. 

Inoki vs. Brody draws sellout at Tokyo Sumo Hall 
Verne Gange comes out of retirement 

Overview of 4 part series on WOR-TV exposing the business 
AWA talent roster has many problems 
Texas Staduim 5/5 show draws 26,000 

DiBiase & Williams win Mid South titles from Rock N’ Roll Express 
Jerry Oski wins Southern title from Randy Savage 

WWF and network exposure 

Hogan & Piper to appear on the A-Team 

WWF NBC Saturday night specials cancelled for June & July 

Jim Brunzell, Jim Garvin leaving AWA, Sgt. Slaughter may not be far behind 

WWF TV tapings shockers-Terry Funk signs as does Randy Savage, Brian Blair, Jim 
Brunzell 

Bill Watts makes full time comeback in Mid South 
Ken Patera & Masa Saito sentenced to 2 years in prison 
Inoki beats Hogan & Andre after IWGP tournament 

NBC to air three WWF specials/WWF to have cartoon show 

Mid Year Observer Award Candidates 

Fantastics head to Mid South 

Verne Gagne attempts to have talent sign contracts 

Riki Choshu named new president of NJPW 

Fritz Von Erich Strikes Talent Deal with Antonio Inoki 
Fritz also gets ESPN time slot in the fall 

Rhodes wins TV title from Blanchard at first Great American Bash 7/6 
Blanchard wins U.S. title from Magnum T.A. 

Hercules Hernandez wins Florida title from Hector Guerrero then disappears 

ESPN to add three hour wrestling show 

Dave’s experience at the Memphis Wrestling Fan Convention 

NWA convention upcoming in Las Vegas 

Stan Hansen wins PWF title from Giant Baba 

Harley Race wins Missouri title from Crusher Blackwell 

Brain Adias wins Texas title from Gino Hernandez 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1985 

Sept. 5 (8) 


Sept. 19 (8) 


Oct. 1 (8) 


Oct. 16 (8) 


Nov. 4 (8) 


Nov. 18 (8) 


Dec. 9 (8) 


Dec. 16 (8) 


Titan Sports takes over Montreal 
Stampede Wrestling to restart 
Top 60 Ratings 

Rumor that Terry Funk to dethrone Hogan as WWF champ to allow surgery 
Altercation in Hawaii between Lars Anderson & Jim Crockett 
WWF and NJPW fail to reach talent deal 

Death of Jay Youngblood 
Road Warriors leave AWA for NWA 
Mike Von Erich upgraded from critical to fair 
First attempt to syndicate a live wrestling card 
WWF hires Terry Garvin as assistant booker 

St. Louis Wrestling Club Finished 
WWF signs deal for five pay-per-views 
NWA Battle of the Belts (9/2 card coverage) 

Kimala to start full time in AWA 

Superclash ’85: The Night of Champions (9/28 card coverage) 

WWF Saturday Night’s Main Event II (10/3 card coverage) 

State Senator Abraham Bernstein of NY to discuss banning wrestling 
Lots of departures in Mid South 

Kevin & Kerry Von Erich defeat Gino Hernandez & Chris Adams in hair match 
WWF to attempt Japan on own 

Starcade to be biggest topic of conversation over next four weeks 

Giant Baba debuts weekly Saturday prime time show 

Latest version of Stampede Wrestling gets off ground 10/4 

Paul Orndorff & Bob Orton Jr. both fined by WWF 

Ivan & Nikita Koloff win NWA tag team titles from Rock N’ Roll Express 

Butch Reed wins North American title from Dick Murdoch 

Coverage of the WWF Wrestling Classic from Chicago 
WWF Saturday Night Main Event III (11/2 card coverage) 

Quickdraw Rick McGraw passes away 

Ken Mantell buys into Mid South office 

Gary Hart new booker in San Antonio 

Rick Rude wins American title from King Parsons 

NWA Starcade ’85: The Gathering (11/28 card coverage) 

Magnum T.A. wins U.S. title from Tully Blanchard 
WWF & AWA go head-to-head in St. Paul 
WWF & NWA go head-to-head in St. Louis 
NJPW & Mid South reach talent agreement 
Crush Girls to wrestle in Madison Square Garden 

NJPW to take back UWF wrestlers 
NJPW signs talent deal with Mid South 
Jim Crockett files lawsuit vs. WWF 
Freebirds fired by AWA 

Lex Luger wins Southern title from Wahoo McDaniel 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1985 

Dec. 30 (8) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


NJPW fires Bruiser Brody and Jimmy Snuka 

David Sammartino signs with AWA 

Update on Crockett lawsuit vs. WWF 

Billy Jack quits Crockett, Terry Taylor gives his notice 

Bad News Allen returns to Calgary 

Promotional war in Alabama 

Polynesian Pro Wrestling San Jose (12/19 card coverage) 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1986 

Jan. 13 (8) 


Feb. 3 (8) 


Feb. 17 (8) 


Feb. 24 (8) 


March 3 (8) 


March 17 (8) 


March 24 (8) 


April 4 (8) 


April 15 (8) 


April 22 (8) 


April 28 (8) 


Stan Hansen wins AWA title 12/29 from Rick Martel 

Coverage of the 12/29 Meadowlands Crockett/Gagne card 

WTBS to air its first prime time wrestling special 

Lawler loses loser leaves town match to Bill Dundee in Memphis 

Dynamite & Davey Boy Smith cancel AJPW tour, expected to get WWF tag team titles 

AWA renews ESPN deal 

Scott Hall & Curt Hennig win AWA tag team titles 
Jesse Barr wins Southern title from Lex Luger 

Death of Gino Hernandez 

Second women’s promotion being formed in Japan 
Lifetime ban on Bruiser Brody lifted in AWA-Brody to return 
Sheepherders leave town after losing match vs. The Fantastics 

Update on Gino Hernadez death 
Update on upcoming WrestleMania II 

Jake Roberts signs with WWF as do Dory Funk and Alexis Smirnoff 
WWF headed to Baton Rouge 

Rick Rude new World Champ in World Class 
World Class leaves NWA 
Battle of the Belts card coverage 

Titan sends message to Japan asking for Crush Girls at WrestleMania 
World Class runs Chris Adams blinding angle 

Jerry Lawler returns to Memphis 
WrestleMania update 
Von Erichs on Dallas talk show 
Dick Slater new North American champ 

Updates on 4/19 Crockett Superdome & WWF WrestleMania cards 
Satoru Sayama to compete in a sambo tournament 
Ken Mantell leaves World Class for Mid South 
WWF going after Ted DiBiase in a big way 

Update on upcoming WrestleMania II 

International Wrestling in Montreal and WWF have blow up and separation 
All three Mid South title change hands 

Update on this summer’s Great American Bash 
Jerry Blackwell in hospital suffering kidney failure 
Crockett & McMahon settle lawsuit out of court 

WWF WrestleMania II (4/7 card coverage) 

All eyes on Crockett Cup tag tournament at the Superdome 
Roddy Piper & Jesse Ventura both off six weeks to film movies 
Lawler wins Southern title from Dundee in a cage 
Top 15 Single, Top 10 Tag Team ratings 

Road Warriors win NWA tag titles 
Complete coverage of the Crockett Cup 

Freebirds, John Tatum, Rick Rude & Steve Regal give Fritz their notice 
AWA Wrestle-Rock Rumble coverage 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1986 

May 8 (8) 

May 12 (8) 

May 29 (8) 


June 10 (8) 


June 16 (8) 


June 28 (8) 


July 7 (8) 


July 14 (8) 


July 21 (10) 


Card rundown of combined NWA/AWA 4/28 Meadowlands show 

1986 Observer awards leading candidates 

Sgt. Slaughter missing all advertised dates in AWA 

Jesse Barr, Kevin Sullivan, Blackjack Mulligan, Mark Lewin leave Florida 

Coverage of World Class 5/4 Texas Staduim show 

Harley Race joins WWF 

Andre/Akira Maeda 4/29 turns into a shoot 

Bill Watts out of retirement tour 

Buddy Rose & Doug Somers win AWA tag team titles from Hall & Hennig 
Bob Orton Jr. arrested for assault 
Backlud wanting to return to WWF 
AWA canceling a lot of shows 

Billy Jack joins WWF/leaves Portland amidst controversy 

Terry Gordy crowned first UWF champion 

Fritz thinking of invading New Orleas 

Rumors of Piper quitting WWF 

Lawler replaces Dundee as Memphis booker 

Kerry Von Erich in motorcycle accident 6/4 
Talk of Antonio Inoki vs. Michael Spinks match 
Billy Jack update 

Seiji Sakaguchi beats Inoki for first time 

Update on Kerry Von Erich/rumors of Gagne AWA sale to WWF 
Rumors of Gagne AWA sale to WWF 

Major topic of conversation within the business is the state of the business itself 
World Class office in total disarray 

Road Warriors score pinfall win over Tsuruta & Tenryu in Japan 
Superstar Graham to return to WWF in the fall 

Antonio Inoki wins IWGP tournament 

WWF booker George Scott demoted; Hogan and Tito Santana get job 

Blackjack Mulligan fired by World Class 

Yoshiaki Yatsu starts training for 1988 Olympics 

Nick Bockwinkle new AWA champ 

Bill Watts in feud with the Freebirds 

NWA Great American Bash Philadelphia (7/1 card coverage) 

Chris Adams wins World Class World title 7/4 from Rick Rude 
Terry Gordy arrested in Dallas 

Nick Bockwinkle wins AWA title 6/29 in Denver by forfeit 

NWA Great American Bash Charlotte (7/5 card coverage) 

Stan Hansen takes AWA title with him to Japan 
Midnight Rockers win AWA tag team titles 7/13 in St. Paul 
Vince replaces George Scott as booker in WWF 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1986 

July 28 (8) 


Aug. 3 (8) 


Aug. 10 (10) 


Aug. 18 (8) 


Aug. 25 (10) 


Sept. 2 (10) 


Sept. 9 (10) 


Sept. 15 (10) 


Sept. 22 (10) 


Sept. 29 (10) 


Chris Adams arrested in Dallas 

Stan Hansen in Japan with AWA title 

Butch Reed & Slick sign with WWF 

Buddy Landell & Dutch Mantell sign with NWA 

Dick Slater arrives in WWF 

Roddy Piper telling people he has retired 

Dusty Rhodes wins NWA title 7/26 from Flair in Greensboro 
NWA Great American Bash (7/26 card coverage) 

New Japan announces Korakuen Stadium show 
Giant Baba recognizing Hansen as AWA champ 

World Class & Mid South Sports file lawsuits vs. each other 
Koko Ware, Kimala, and Wayne Ferris join WWF 

Flair regains NWA title 8/9 in St. Louis vs. Rhodes 

Harley Race crowned King of the Ring 

AWA title situation remains a mess 

Scott Irwin returns to Montreal 

Lex Luger regains Florida’s Southern title 

Rock N’ Roll Express win NWA titles 8/16 in Philadelphia 

John Tenta leaves sumo & signs with All Japan 

Lioness Asuka to retire shortly 

Tonga Kid returning to WWF 

Kabuki walks out on World Class to join Memphis 

WWF 8/28 Toronto show to set attendance record 
George Scott hired as booker in World Class 
Baby Doll turns heel in Flair vs. Rhodes match 

Complete coverage of first NWA Crockett show in L.A. 8/28 
Jim Crockett takes over Central States 
Jesse Ventura returns to WWF 

New Japan announces Brody to return in late September 

Complete coverage of the 8/28 Toronto show record setter 

Brody & Inoki patch up differences 

More details of Crockett taking over Central States 

Bill Irwin joins UWF 

Who’s the Toughest? 

WWF Saturday Night Main Event VII (9/13 card coverage) 

Dusty Rhodes wins TV title from Arn Anderson 

Rick Rude & Brad Armstrong headed into Crockett 

Some unhappiness in WWF due to paychecks after big business week 

Eddie Gilbert & John Tatum split up 

TNT in danger of being cancelled by USA Network 

Chris Adams Dallas trial continues/Black Bart “wins” title match 
UWF to run bi-weekly cards in Dallas market 
Nord the Barbarian walks out on AWA 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1986 

Oct. 6 (10) 

Oct. 13 (10) 

Oct. 20 (10) 
*Cover date error 
says Oct. 13 

Oct. 27 (10) 

Nov. 3 (10) 

Nov. 10(10) 

Nov. 17 (10) 

Nov. 24 (10) 


Dec. 1 (10) 


Dec. 8 (10) 


WWF sending Rick Steamboat to work World Class 10/12 Cotton Bowl show 

WWF fires Lou Albano & Adrian Adonis 

Barry Windham regains Florida title from Ron Bass 

Top 20 Singles, Top 15 Tag Team rankings 

Update on last week’s news headlines 

Saturday Night Main Event 9/13 coverage 

Ivan Koloff & Krusher Kruschev win U.S. tag team titles 

Fantastics win UWF tag team titles from Eddie Gilbert & Sting 

Jim Duggan leaving Bill Watts for WWF 
USA All Star Wrestling folds 
Buddy Landell either quit or was fired 
Sheepherders win tag team titles in Florida 

Magnum T.A. seriously injured in car accident 10/14 

WWF signs Dino Bravo, Rick Martel, Tom Zenk and Steve DiSalvo 

Inoki pins Leon Spinks 

Buddy Landell debuts in UWF 

Ron Simmons to debut in Florida 

Chris Adams sentenced to prison 
Magnum T.A. update 

Yoshiaki Yatsu denied Olympic eligibility due to pro status 
Superstar Graham disappears 

Missy Hyatt/Eddie Gilbert/John Tatum split up complete 

Magnum T.A. update 
Announcement of Starcade ‘86 card 
Tatsumi Fujinami suffers broken jaw 
Brian Adias turns heel in World Class 

Road Warrior Hawk breaks leg in Japan 
Hiroji Wajima to debut 11/1 in Nanao 

Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission to come down hard on blading 
WWF locks up exclusive lease in AWA’s St. Paul Civic Center 

All three UWF titles change hands 

-One Man Gang, Savannah Jack, Bill Irwin & Leroy Brown new champs 
Dump Matsumoto loses hair in 11/7 Osaka show 
Slick breaks arm 
Adrian Adonis to return soon 
Hawk going to work Starcade with broken leg 

New Japan tag tournament opens 

Ron Bass, Barry & Kendall Winham leave Florida 

Rick Steamboat/Randy Savage angle comes off better than expected 

John Tatum injured in 11/26 car accident 

NWA Starcade ‘86 Night of the Skywalkers (11/27 card coverage) 

Bruiser Brody walks out on New Japan 
UWF Superdome Thanksgiving card coverage 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1986 

Dec. 15 (10) 


Dec. 22 (10) 


Dec. 29 (10) 


Jim Cornette injured at Starcade 

Manny Fernandez & Rick Rude win NWA tag team titles 12/6 in Atlanta 

Brody making news in Japan by staying home 

Bob Roop fired as Florida booker, replaced by Mike Graham 

Outlook for the big three promotions for 1987 
Barry Windham & Ron Garvin win U.S. tag team titles 
Dynamite Kid suffers fractured spine 

Dynamite Kid collapses on 12/13 in Hamilton 

Looking ahead to WrestleMania 

Lex Luger to head to Crockett in February 

Bam Bam Bigelow headed to UWF 

Jumbo Tsuruta & Tenryu win All Japan tag tournament 

Tommy Rich turns heel in Memphis 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

Jan. 5 (10) 


Jan. 12 (8) 


Jan. 19 (10) 


Feb. 2 (10) 


Feb. 9 (10) 


Feb. 16 (10) 


Feb. 23 (10) 


March 2 (10) 


WWF continues to book Dynamite Kid 

Andre’s physical condition makes match vs. Hogan less than a certainty 
WWF gets another coup by getting in with FOX network people 
Ole Anderson about to be an ex-Fourth Horseman 
Paul Orndorff s doctor says to quit due to nerve damage 

Jim Duggan & The Fantastics released from UWF contracts 
Coverage of 12/29 NWA card in L.A. 

Dynamite Kid released from hospital-remains in Calgary 
WWF runs most recent SNME show on 1/3 

Review of WWF & Crockett head-to-head cards 1/10 in Philly 

Crockett to run shows in Ontario 

Vince makes own Road Warriors...Demolition 

Lex Luger heading in as 5th Horseman, loses Southern title to Bad News Allen 
Gong Magazine Awards 

Jim Neidhart arrested in Pittsburgh 

WrestleMania III announced for the Silverdome 

Roddy Piper quoted as saying he will retire after WrestleMania 

Jerry Lawler to be out of action for a few months after surgery 

Chris Adams to be released from prison 

Crush Girls return as a team 1/5 in Tokyo 

Wrestling Observer quiz reults 

Bret Hart & Jim Neidhart win WWL tag team titles 1/26 from Bulldogs 

Midnight Rockers win AWA tag team titles 1/27 in Bloomington 

Hogan to be working very few days after WrestleMania 

Jim Neidhart indicted in airline incident 

Crockett to abandon Central States disaster zone 

Chris Benoit in NJPW after disappearing from Calgary 

Independent NWA promoters want to form new NWA 

Terry Taylor & Chris Adams win UWL tag team titles 2/7 in Lort Worth 

Mike Von Erich arrested 

Bruno Sammartino draws the first sellout in Boston Gardens in more than a year 
Tsuruta & Tenryu win International tag team titles from Choshu & Yatsu 
Bam Bam Bigelow debuts for NJPW 

Roddy Piper’s final match in Toronto 

Preview of the WrestleMania III card with predictions 

Crockett doesn’t announce return date to Toronto area 

Sting continues to improve in Mid South 

Mike Rotundo leaving WWL to join Crockett 

Death of Ann Gunkel 

WWL Saturday Night Main Event taping 2/21 in Detroit (airs 3/14) 

Crockett talent in Central States all being released 
Rumors from Crockett/Dusty Rhodes meeting in Florida 
Inoki vs. Bigelow draws sellout in Tokyo Sumo Hall 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

March 9 (10) 


March 16 (10) 


March 23 (10) 


April 6 (18)** 
Double issue price 


April 13 (10) 


April 20(10) 


April 27(10) 


May 4 (10) 


Rumors of Riki Choshu jumping to New Japan 
UWF expansion plans taking shape 
AWA does reported $105K gate in San Francisco 
Crockett buys Florida promotion 

Kevin Sullivan wins Southern title from Bad News Allen 

Jim Crockett takes over Florida office 

Riki Choshu no shows All Japan cards 

Bum Bright possible involvement in World Class Wrestling 

Fantastics win World Class tag team titles 

Coverage of 3/15 Frank Tunney Memorial tag tourney in Toronto 
WWF SNME X (3/14 card coverage) 

Ivan Koloff & Dick Murdoch win U.S. tag team titles 
Mike Rotundo wins Southern title from Ed Gantner 
Eddie Gilbert named booker in UWF 

WWF WrestleMania III (3/29 card coverage); Hogan pins Andre 
Riki Choshu update 

Major controversy in St. Louis; Bill Watts vs. Kiel Auditorium 

UWF California tour not a financial success 

West Coast live reports 

Shinobu Kandori announces retirement 

Shiro Koshinaka & Keiji Muto win IWGP tag team titles 

Leon White wins European version of world title vs. Otto Wanz in Denver 

Owen Hart wins North American title from Makhan Singh 

Jim Crockett purchases Mid South Sports 
Largest gates of all time 
Inoki Live show card coverage 

Akira Maeda & Nobuhiko Takada win IWGP tag team titles 
Stan Lane replaces Dennis Condrey in Midnight Express 
Chris Benoit returns to Calgary 

Update on Crockett purchase 
Paul Boesch aligns self with WWF 
Complete coverage of the Crockett Cup 
Status of the Freebirds in Crockett unknown 
Riki Choshu situation continues to make headlines 
Killer Khan headed to WWF 

Bruce Hart & Brian Pillman win International tag team titles 
Mike Von Erich commits suicide 

Riki Choshu press conference announces Ishingun formation 
Watts to Crockett transition continues to make news 
Jim Neidhart trial begins 
Dingo Warrior fired in World Class 

World Class uses Mike Von Erich death to promote big show 
Oshiaki Yatsu asked to lead Japan Olympic team 
John Tenta to debut in Japan 

Championship situation in World Class a complete mess 
Owen Hart regains North American title from Makhan Singh 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

May 11 (10) 


May 18 (10) 


May 25 (10) 


June 1 (10) 


June 8(10) 


June 15 (10) 


June 22 (10) 


June 29 (10) 


Lawler loses hair in Memphis 4/27 vs. Austin Idol 
Dallas Cowboys Bum Bright buys into World Class promotion 
Complete coverage of AWA Superclas II 5/2 at Cow Palace 
Just how far World Class has fallen exemplified 5/3 
WWF SNME XI (4/28 card coverage) 

Adrian Adonis fired by WWF, Blackjack Mulligan quits 
Montreal promotion in real danger of going under 

AWA title held up/Curt Hennig WWF rumor bound 

World Class comes out of Texas Stadium show with even more headaches 

TSN to broadcast Pro Wrestling Plus 

Freebirds agree to terms with Crockett 

Barry Orton injured in car accident, passenger dies 

Curt Hennig awarded AWA title 

WWF signs Ted DiBiase & Bam Bam Bigelow 

Kevin Von Erich collapses in ring 5/11 in Fort Worth 

Bruiser Brody fired as booker in World Class 

World Class and Continental settle differences 

Rumor of AWA big money backer and guaranteed contracts 

Missy Hyatt quits WWF 

Dingo Warrior signed by WWF 

Riki Choshu jumping update 
Roddy Piper un-retires 

Jerry Lawler suing Harley Race & WWF over “King” gimmick 
Jerry Lawler returns to Memphis 

Global Wrestling Alliance to be first syndicated promotion as part of public stock option 

Jim Duggan & Iron Sheik arrested together for possession 

Jim Barnett attempts suicide 

WWF signs Rick Rude & Midnight Rockers 

Tenryu looking to leave AJPW 

Memphis working closely with AWA 

Honky Tonk Man wins Intercontinental title from Rick Steamboat 
Duggan & Iron Sheik fired 

Rock N’ Roll Express win NWA tag team titles for fourth time 
Rumor mill on perspective alliance of AWA & smaller promotions 
Road Warriors close to signing big money deal with Crockett 

Hype for upcoming Great American Bash 
Terry Taylor injured in car accident 

World Class runs first TV show under influence of Bum Bright Enterprises 
WWF has big angle planned for late summer/early fall 
Mike Rotundo wins Florida title from Dory Funk Jr. 

Jerry Lawler regains Southern title from Austin Idol 

Update on Terry Taylor 

Chris Champion & Sean Royal car accident update 
More shakeups at New Japan 
Kerry Von Erich has ankle fused 
Midnight Rockers let go by WWF 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

July 6 (10) 


July 13 (10) 


July 20 (10) 


July 27 (10) 


Aug. 3 (10) 


Aug. 10(10) 


Aug. 17 (10) 


Aug. 24(10) 


Aug. 31 (10) 


New Japan drops Tatsumi Fujinami vs. Riki Choshu feud 

Terry Taylor and New Breed update 

Ted DiBiase to get big push as Million Dollar Man 

Sheepherders win Florida tag team titles from Mike Graham & Steve Keirn 
Lance Von Erich exposed by Kerry 

NWA Great American Bash (7/4 Atlanta card coverage) 

WWF settles out of court with John Stossell of 20/20 
Appears International promotion out of Montreal will be no more 
Sir Oliver Humperdink gives notice in Florida 
Midnight Rockers negotiating with Memphis 

WWF suspends several wrestlers after drug testing 
Steve Williams wins UWF title from Big Bubba Rogers 
Lex Luger wins U.S. title from Nikita Koloff 
J.J. Dillon injured 

David Sammartino returns to WWF...with bleached blond hair 

Tsuruta & Tiger Mask win PWF tag team titles from Stan Hansen & Ted DiBiase 

NWA Great American Bash 7/18 Charlotte results 

Doug Furnas sets world record at American Powerlifting Nationals 

Hansen & DiBiase regain PWF tag team titles on DiBiase’s final tour 

NJPW continues to sellout 

Original Midnight Express working in AWA 

Montreal office folds 

Sherri Martel wins WWF title 7/24 from Fabulous Moolah 
NWA Great American Bash (7/25 card coverage) 

Jim Duggan to start back with WWF, Tom Zenk quits 
Sheik Adnan al Kassie fired by AWA 

Brody loses clean for first time in seven years to Abdullah 

Mr. T brought back on refereeing tour 

NWA Great American Bash (7/31 card coverage) 

Andre the Giant undergoes back surgery 
Adrian Adonis arrives in AWA 
Terry Funk appears at Florida TV taping 

Paul Boesch to promote last show 8/28 in Houston 

Road Warriors talking to WWF 

Al Blake convicted of selling drugs 

Shane Douglas upsets Eddie Gilbert to win UWF title 

Ken Patera suffers injury at TV taping 

Update on last week’s news 
Crockett returns to California 

Fritz Von Erich suing doctors who performed Mike’s shoulder surgery 
NWA War Games III (8/16 Chicago card coverage) 

Gama Singh wins Commonwealth title from Owen Hart 

Kevin Von Erich no shows World Class title match/Al Perez wins 
Road Warriors update 

Nikita Koloff wins TV title from Tully Blanchard 
Tatsumi Fujinami named Wrestler of the Year in Italy 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

Sept. 7 (10) 


Sept. 14 (10) 


Sept. 21 (10) 


Sept. 28 (10) 


Oct. 5 (10) 


Oct. 12 (10) 


Oct. 19 (10) 


Oct. 26 (10) 


Complete coverage of Paul Boesch’s last card 
Comparisons between WWF & Crockett promotions 
UWF Night of Champions (8/29 card coverage) 

WWF tapes several MTV videos 

Death of Scott “Flog” Irwin 

Randy Savage wins third King of the Ring 9/4 in Providence 
WWF & Crockett to promote head-to-head on Thanksgiving 
Florida office looks to be history by end of the month 
Terry Taylor wins UWF world title 
AWA title held up between Curt Hennig and Greg Gange 

Starcade ‘87/Survivor Series hype 

Ken Patera & Masa Saito have civil case settled 

Superstar Graham & George Steele fail athletic commission physicals 

Buddy Roberts, Terry Gordy, Chris Adams leave UWF 

Tenryu & Ashura Hara win PWF tag team titles from Stan Hansen & Austin Idol 
Yoshiaki Fujinami & Kazuo Yamazaki win IWGP tag team titles from Maeda & Takada 

WWF rehires Duggan/suspends Jake Roberts/fires Corporal Kirchener & Kamala 

Chris Adams, Terry Gordy & Buddy Roberts leave Crockett 

Richard Belzer files suit vs. Hogan 

Iron Sheik starts in World Class 

Nasty Boys win tag team titles in Memphis 

Ron Garvin wins NWA title 9/25 from Flair in Detroit 
WWF SNME taped 9/23 

Larry Zbyszko, Dick Murdoch, Canadian Zodiaks headed to Crockett 
Rip Oliver leaving Oregon for WWF 
Buddy Landell & Alan West debut in AWA 
Superstar Graham & George Steele reinstated 

WWF/NWA wars heat up fall 

Bruiser Brody in Japan working for AJPW 

Buddy Landell already gone from AWA, Dick Slater headed in 

Nick Bockwinkle leaving AWA to be agent with WWL 

One of biggest spectaculars of all time in Puerto Rico on 9/20 

Inoki beats Masa Saito on 10/4 in Ganryujima Jungle Match 

Crockett books Nassau Coliseum the day before Thanksgiving 

Crockett family sells minor league baseball team 

Bob Geigel officially pulls out of NWA 

Lots of changes on horizon for UWL show format 

Mad Dog Vachon hit by car-leg amputated 

Lirst day sales for Starcade in Chicago tremendous 

New UWF talent in Crockett can’t get past the clique 

Eddie Gilbert to meed with Vince representing himself. Sting, Taylor & Hyatt 

WWL to promote first ever show in Europe 

Jerry Lawler & Bill Dundee capture AWA tag team titles 

Kevin Von Erich regains World Class title 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1987 

Nov. 2 (10) 


Nov. 9 (10) 


Nov. 16 (10) 


Nov. 23 (10) 


Nov. 30(10) 


Dec. 7 (10) 


Dec. 21 (20)** 
Double issue price 


Dec. 28 (10) 


Start of the All Japan & New Japan tag tournaments 

Beginning of feud between WWF & Pennsylvania athletic commission 

Rumor of merger or buyout of AWA & Jarrett promotions 

UWF condition critical 

Brickhouse Brown, Ron Bass, Pat Tanaka, Paul Diamond, Nasty Boys, Tracey Smothers 
departing from AWA 

World Class dates booked around the country 
Chigusa Nagayo wins WWWA title from Yukari Omori 

Strike Force wins WWF tag team titles from Hart Foundation 
Midnight Express wins AWA tag team titles from Lawler & Dundee 
Ted DiBiase blows out knee 

AWA departures from last week all back except Tracey Smothers 
Midnight Rockers win Southern tag team titles from RPMs 
Continental promotion sale falls through 

Thanksgiving Day going to be head-to-head battle 

Any negotiations for Jarrett to buy AWA fallen through 

Dutch Mantell wins Continental title 

Biggest news in NJPW is TV ratings 

Grappler wins Northwest title from Mike Miller 

The war of words continues from last week 
Japan tag tournaments start 
WWF tapes SNME XIII 11/11 
Worst news for Crockett is TV ratings 
Von Erichs over America tour opens 

Pennsylvania State government recommends athletic commission abolishment 

Things hopping in CWA with return of Austin Idol 

Bad News Allen returning to Calgary 

Road Warriors to sign with Crockett 

Shane Douglas fired by Crockett 

Survivor Series 11/26 & Starcade ‘87 Chi-Town Heat (11/26 card coverage) 

The best & worst of above 

Ric Flair regains NWA title from Ron Garvin 

NWA debut card at Nassau Coliseum 

Greg Gagne apparently wins AWA title from Curt Hennig 

Fritz Von Erich sells World Class to Ken Mantell group 
Kazaharu Sonoda-The Magic Dragon passes away in plane crash 
Crockett disappointed with final gate 

Coming out of Thanksgiving has business doldrums continue 

Tag tournaments completed in Japan 

Akira Maeda shoots on Riki Choshu in tag match 11/19 

Things hot in Stampede Wrestling, sellouts almost every night 

Tournament in CWA to unify all singles titles 

Dave’s trip to Japan and card coverage 

A review of the wrestling trends in 1987 and look at each company 
WWF SNME 11/18 draws fantastic rating 
Significance of PPV can not be underestimated 
Rumors flying about Crockett financial situation 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

Jan. 4(8) 


Jan. 11 (8) 


Jan. 15 (8) 


Jan. 25 (8) 


Feb. 1 (10) 


Feb. 8 (8) 


Feb. 15 (8) 


Feb. 22 (10) 


Feb. 29 (10) 


NBC to broadcast prime time wrestling special 

World Class performs the Fritz Von Erich heart attack angle 

Battle of Thanksgiving to continue so to speak on Jan. 24 

Ole Anderson re-appears at Omni Christmas show 

J.J. Bins of the Pennsylvania Athletic Commission resigns 

Update on the Fritz Von Erich angle 
Inoki does clean job to Vader 1/27 

NJPW doesn’t offer contracts to Maeda, Yamazaki or Kido 
Paul Ordorff gives notice to WWF 

NBC prime time special is official 
WWF signs Big Bubba Rogers 

Update on the Jan. 24 Royal Rumble vs. Bunkhouse Stampede cable battle 
WWF lawsuit that was kept hush-hush, verdict decided last week 
Terry Taylor in a surprise returns to Memphis 
Hiro Hase getting big push in NJPW 

Commentary on the upcoming NBC special 
Midnight Rockers AWA tag champs again 

With 1/24 showdown a week away, all indications are Crockett will fail 
NWA TV ratings slide seems to be over 

AJPW to face stiff challenge-Dump Matsumoto & Yukori Omori to retire 
Iron Sheik to return to WWF 

Complete coverage of the promotion’s 1/24 head-to-head events-Nassau Coliseum’s 

Bunkhouse Stampede finals vs. Hamilton’s Royal Rumble 

Mike George wins WWA World title tournament in Kansas City 

Fujinami & Kengo Kimura win IWGP tag team titles from Fujiwara & Yamazaki 

WWF announces Pay-Per-View cards for upcoming year 

Rock N’ Roll Express, Michael Hayes, Steve Williams status with NWA in jeopardy 
Wrestling war for all real purposes is over 
WrestleMania IV will have already sold out 

NJPW “Martial Arts Olympic” hoping to threaten Silverdome live gate record 
Tenryu takes clean sweep of major awards in Japan 

Bad News Allen & Jason the Terrible fined by Calgary City Hall for brawl 

Coverage of 2/5 live NBC prime time special-WWF title held up 

Scott McGhee suffers stroke 

Dynamite Kid collapses in San Francisco airport 

Ted Turner trying to help Crockett get on PPV track 

Bad News Allen leaving Calgary for WWF 

Observer ratings 

WWF announces tournament at WrestleMania IV for vacant title 
WWF prime time show ratings a major disappointment 
Dick Ebersol says NBC not interested in weekly prime time show 
FNN to air CWA starting in April 
AWA “restructuring” the company 

Coverage on the wrestling war continues 

Continental Championship Wrestling splits into two promotions 
Billy Jack Haynes granted promoters license in Oregon 
WTBS extends Crockett contract through 1994 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

March 7 (10) 


March 14 (8) 


March 21 (8) 


March 28 (8) 


April 4 (10) 


April 11 (8) 


April 18 (8) 


April 25 (8) 


Review of the four major upcoming Spring cards 
Michael Hayes new World Class booker 

Appears Hogan will be gone after WrestleMania to shoot a movie 
Wrestling USA has column talking about formation of legitimate league 
WWF dropping Video One as TV production company 
Negotiations to bring Akira Maeda back to NJPW fallen through 

Review of WrestleMania IV 

WWF & Bruno Sammartino part ways 

Latest syndicated TV ratings show the rise of the NWA 

Sports Illustrated runs story on Hiroshi Wajima 

NBC agrees to 5 Saturday Night Main Events 

WWF fires Iron Sheik 

Kerry Von Erich captures World Class title from A1 Perez 

Predictions for WrestleMania IV & Clash of the Champions 
Biggest surprise at WWF TV tapings is appearance of Owen hart 
Bruno Sammartino informed that WWF has trademarked his name 
WWF SNME (3/12 card coverage) 

Observer ratings 

Bill Jack to start promotion in Oregon 

Some late comments on the 3/27 battle 

Dump Matsumoto retirement draws 13.2 rating 

Mike George regains Central States World title from Masa Chono 

Pat Tanaka & Paul Diamond win AWA tag team titles from Midnight Rockers 

WrestleMania IV (3/27 card coverage); Randy Savage new WWF champ 
NWA Greensboro Clash of Champions I (3/27 card coverage) 

Crockett in heavy negotiations with Ken Mantell of World Class 
King Parsons wins World Class title from Kerry Von Erich 
Bruiser Brody wins International title from Jumbo Tsuruta 
Oregon State commission has public hearing 
Eddie Gilbert new booker of Continental Wrestling 

Sights & Sounds of Super Sunday (Award winners for that day) 

NWA debuts “NWA Main Event" show 

Chigusa Nagayo and All Japan women promotion tour Thailand 
World Class having financial problems 

Akira Maeda announces reformation of the UWF 

WWF releases information that WrestleMania projected to gross $40 million 

Third annual Crockett Cup coming soon 

AWA trying to no longer be promotion but a booking office 

Lots of names dropped from WWF roster 

Crockett Cup card announced 
Results of Dave’s Observer poll 
Memphis pushing Lawler vs. Hennig match hard 
Yoshiaki Yatsu wrestles Brody with broken leg 
WWF sends out letters of warning to all personnel 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

May 2 (10) 


May 9 (10) 


May 16 (10) 


May 23 (8) 


May 30 (10) 


June 6(8) 


June 13 (10) 


June 20 (8) 


Barry Windham becomes Fourth Horseman, Sting & Luger win Crockett Cup 
UWF sets sellout record in Japan 
Bruiser Brody does clean job in Japan 

Roddy Piper to make surprise appearance for Don Owen in Oregon 

Tsuruta regains International title from Brody 

CWA formally announces talent trade with World Class 

World Class announces 5/8 Texas Stadium show 

Don Owen & Billy Jack to run head-to-head in Oregon 

Crockett makes major retreat in New York market 

WWF runs last SNME of the season on 4/30 

Joe Pedicino to run 30 hour wrestling special 

Fantastics win NWA tag team titles from Midnight Express 

Wrestling Then & Now transcript with Bruno Sammartino 

Roddy Piper appears on Don Owen card 

Midnight Rider angle dropped 

WWF falls out of top 15 syndicated TV show ratings 

Makhan Singh ends Owen Hart’s 1 year plus reign as North American champion 
May Observer ratings 

Jerry Lawler wins AWA title 5/9 in Memphis from Hennig 
Reports from 5/8 World Class Texas Stadium card not positive 
NJPW first Ariake Coliseum (5/7 card coverage) 

Billy Jack Haynes debut card 5/7 coverage 
Barry Windham wins U.S. title tournament 
Paul Boesch “Houston Wrestling” TV show to return 

Crockett may sell NWA promotion to Ted Turner 
FCC rules in favor of syndicated exclusivity 

UWF: Starting Over (5/12 card coverage); sellout record for Korakuen Hall 

Fred Atkins passes away 

Abdullah the Butcher has surgery 

Big Bubba Rogers debuts in WWF as Big Boss Man 

Observer ratings 

Update on the Crockett/Turner deal 

Unification match announced — Lawler vs. Von Erich 

Brickhouse Brown wins CWA title 

Keith Hart replaces Bruce Hart as Stampede Wrestling booker 
Eric Embry new World Class booker 

Lots on unrest in NWA, contract balloon payments not made 

WWF Oakland Coliseum (5/31 card coverage) 

WWF to expand to tour with “C” & “D” teams 
Chigusa Nagayo a certainty of retiring in summer 
IWGP title held up between Fujinami & Choshu 
Owen Hart wins IWGP jr. title from Hiro Hase 
Devil Masami comes out of retirement 
Sam Fatu quits WWF 

NWA Clash of Champions II: Miami Mayhem (6/8 card coverage) 

Yatsu & Tsuruta capture PWF world titles from Tenryu & Ashura Hara 
Brother Love headed to WWF 
Rick Marted to take few months off 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

June 27 (8) 


July 4 (10) 


July 11 (10) 


July 18 (8) 


July 25 (10) 


Aug. 1 (10) 


Aug. 8 (8) 


Aug. 15 (8) 


Aug. 22 (8) 


Powers of Pain jump to WWF 

Hogan starts filming No Holds Barred 

Hype in full throttle for Crockett 7/10 Baltimore Bash 

Road Warriors drop International tag team titles to Tsuruta & Yatsu 

Choshu & Saito win IWGP tag team titles from Fujinami & Kengo Kimura 

Turner purchase of Crockett promotions almost final 
WWF gets date in Greensboro Coliseum 

Early reports Vince successful in getting his own Road Warriors 
King Haku crowned at TV taping 
Business picking up in World Class 

Chris Benoit wins Commonwealth mid-heavyweight title from Johnny Smith 
Owen Hart to start with WWF 

Adrian Adonis, Canadian Wildman & Pat Kelly die in car accident 
Baltimore Bash preview 

A lot has changed this week in possible NWA sale to Turner 
Billy Jack’s promotion appears to be on its knees 

Update on last week’s deaths 

NWA Baltimore Bash (7/10 card coverage) 

Akira Maeda & the UWF is the most amazing success story 
Owen Hart debuts as the Blue Angel 

Bruiser Brody dies in Puerto Rico 

UWF success scares All Japan & New Japan — threatens to change the business 
Bam Bam Bigelow leaves WWF 

Former WWF personality suing for $5 million over use of work without consent 
Observer ratings 

Bruiser Brody Obituary issue 

Verne Gagne planning national PPV show 'Wrest I crock III” 

Curt Hennig negotiating with WWF 

Update on Bruiser Brody murder 

NWA having cash flow problem 

Pennsylvania bill to deregulate pro wrestling vetoed 

Robert Gibson quits Crockett 

Stan Hansen getting mega push in AJPW 

WWF 7/31 Milwaukee Stadium card draws big crowd 

Billy Jack folds Oregon promotion 

WWF focusing TV on building SummerSlam 

Ron Fuller USA Championship promotion folds 

Ken Mantell walks out on World Class 

Arraignment of Jose Gonzalez delayed 

NWA Great American Bash (8/4 & 8/6 card coverage) 

New Japan had live prime time special 

Prospective sale of Crockett to Turner closer than ever 

Two more cable sports networks attempting to get into cable TV game 

NWA Great American Bash (8/7 card coverage) 

Observer ratings 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

Aug. 29 (8) 


Sept. 5 (10) 


Sept. 12 (10) 


Sept. 19 (10) 


Sept. 26 (10) 


Oct. 3 (8) 


Oct. 12 (10) 


Oct. 24 (18)** 
Double issue price 


Critical letter to the Observer and comments about Jim Wilson & Eddie Mansfield situation 

Coming down to the wire on Crockett sale to Turner 

WWF awarded bid to co-promote Sugar Ray Leonard/Donny Lalonde PPV 

Steve Williams arraigned on drug charges 

UWF third card on 8/13 a major success 

More on Steve Williams arraigned on cocaine charge 
More on Titan venturing into the boxing world 
More notes on Wilson/Mansfield 

Brian Pillman, J.T. Southern, Tim Horner headed to CWF 
Ron Garvin quits Crockett 

Update on the Turner purchase of Crockett promotions 

Hisashi Shinma back in New Japan 

WWF SummerSlam ‘88 (8/29 card coverage) 

Giant Baba Brody memorial show 8/29 
Tommy Rich turns heel in Georgia 

Arn Anderson & Tully Blanchard jump to WWF 
Leroy McGuirk passes away 
Bad Bad Leroy Brown passes away 
Hurricane Castillo Sr. shot in Puerto Rico 

SummerSlam & Fall Brawl ratings stats. Fall Brawl card coverage 

Complete coverage of the 9/17 combined ESPN Nashville taping 

An analysis of Jim Crockett promotional problems 

Crockett has serious talks with Fritz Von Erich 

Ricky Morton leaves Crockett 

Tery Taylor debuts in WWF as Red Rooster 

Eddie Gilbert & others bitterly leave Continental Wrestling 
Negotiations between Crockett & Von Erich off 
Crockett attempting to settle outstanding debts 
Bam Bam Bigelow to debut for Crockett 

NBC to televise three WWF events 
Rumors vs. facts 

Complete coverage of the 10/3 Road to Birmingham card 
Crockett not sold to Turner this past Friday’s signing deadline 
Animal Hamaguchi wins Mr. Tokyo over 40 body building title 
Jeff Bowdren’s “Ten Total Packages for the 80s” 

Jerry Jarrett buys part of World Class Wrestling 

Turner deal still unknown 

Roddy Piper movie “They Live” set to open 

Jose Gonzalez trial postponed again — Tony Atlas fails to show 

Road Warriors turn heel 

Crockett beat WWF in syndicated ratings 

World Class Cotton Bowl (10/15 card coverage) 

Tatsumi Fujinami wins Northwest title from the Grappler 

Lots of talent rumors in Crockett country 

UAWF convention report 

Jeff Bowdren “Top Ten Tag Teams of the 80s” 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1988 

Oct. 31 (8) 


Nov. 7(10) 


Nov. 14 (8) 


Nov. 21 (10) 


Nov. 28 (10) 


Dec. 5 (10) 


Dec. 12 (10) 


Dec. 19 (10) 


Ted Turner signs contracts for Crockett Promotions purchase 
A look at the steroid issue 

Paul E. & his original Midnight Express sign with Crockett 
Jerry Lawler beats Kerry Von Erich to unify titles 

Ted Turner deal official 

Jerry Jarrett to take majority control of World Class 
WWF headaches from boxing PPV involvement 
British Bulldogs give notice to WWF 
WWF SNME (10/15 card coverage; airs 10/25) 

Jesse Ventura & Lyle Alzado steroid comments 

Jarrett/World Class deal in danger 

“The Live” finally opens 

Dave comments on Ventura steroid comments 

Brian Blair, Jim Bruzell, Ken Patera & 9 more given WWF pink slip 

Quick outlook of the upcoming year 
Soviet Union to export wrestlers to turn pro 
“They Live” top grossing movie 
Sugar Ray/Lalonde PPV figures 
Lia Maivia arrested in Hawaii 

Jose Gonzalez charges dropped from murder to manslaughter 
Akira Maeda does clean job to Takada on UWF 11/10 card 

Dave’s review of the 11/15 WWF Superstars tapings at the Cow Palace 

Starcade in disarray...Flair walks out for 24 hours over booking decision 

More Sugar Ray/Lalonde numbers 

NWA wrestlers ordered to move to Atlanta 

Roddy Piper interview 

British Bulldogs return to Stampede Wrestling 
Dusty Rhodes stature up in the air in NWA 
Ashura Hara fired by AJPW 

Oregon State Athletic Commission closed down Don Owen 
WWF Survivor Series from Cleveland (11/24 card coverage) 

Crockett ordered to replace Dusty as booker 
WTBS making plans for several major events 
Ron Garvin debuts in WWF 

Dusty Rhodes resigns as NWA booker/Nikita Koloff quits 
AWA/Jarrett promotions days away from PPV 
Medardo “Jim” Leon (Ricky Lawless) shot dead 
TBS looking at building promotion around Ric Flair 
Flair interview with Mark Madden 
Blue Demon retires 

Kerry Von Erich to be pulled from unification match with Lawler due to Illinois State Athletic 
Commission ruling 

NWA Clash of Champions IV: Seasons Beatings (12/7 card coverage) 

Baron Michele Leone passes away 
Don Owen gives up TV in Seattle 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1988 

Dec. 26 (8) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


Complete coverage of the AWA Superclash III card 
Larry Moquin passes away 

Stan Hansen & Terry Gordy win AJPW tag tournament 
Buddy Rose loses hair match in Portland to Top Gun David Sierra 
UWF 12/22 Backlund vs. Takada card already sold out 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

Jan.2 (8) 


Jan. 16 (10) 


Jan. 23 (8) 


Jan. 30 (8) 


Feb. 6 (10) 


Feb. 13 (8) 


Feb. 20(10) 


March 1 (8) 


NWA Starcade ’88: True Gritt (12/26 card coverage) 

Michael Hayes, Butch Reed & Brian Pillman headed to NWA 
2 other big names rumored to be NWA bound 
A look back to reflect and a look ahead at the state of pro wrestling 

NWA signs Ricky Steamboat 

New Japan signs provisional agreement with Soviet Union 
WWF SNME XIX (1/7 card coverage) 

UWF (12/22 card coverage); Bob Backlund swears will never return to Japan 

Lots of talent problems in World Class 

Looks like trouble between Jerry Lawler & AWA 

Dusty Rhodes leaves NWA 

WWL Royal Rumble (1/15 card coverage) 

AWA & Jarrett Promotions split 
Bam Bam Bigelow history in NWA 

Chris Benoit wins Commonwealth mid-heavyweight title from Davey Boy Smith 
George Scott new NWA booker 

WWL announces plan to run 3 hour special on USA Network vs. Chi-Town Rumble 
NWA planning next PPV from the Omni vs. WrestleMania 
Luture of Barry Windham in question 
AWA title status update 

Vince McMahon & Ted turner to go head-to-head on 2/20 
The war is heating up 
WWL signs J.J. Dillon 

AWA strips Lawler of title, to be decided in battle royal 
Time to play “Jump” speculation 

Roddy Piper showing up weekly to Don Owens Portland cards 
Dusty Rhodes makes first Llorida TV appearance 

Cable industry uses NWA to battle Vince’s threats on PPV 
Jose Gonzalez acquitted of murder charge of Bruiser Brody 
WWL second prime time special (2/3 card coverage) 

AJPW Kansas City (2/2 card coverage) 

NWA does lots of contract signings 

Vince McMahon admits to press wrestling is fake 

Larry Zbyszko wins AWA title 2/7 in battle royal 

Tony Schiavone jumps to WWL 

Milo Steinborn & Johnny Hunter pass away 

NJPW to promote 2 cards in California 

Lioness Asuka wins WWWA title from Chigusa Nagayo 

WWL creates Million Dollar belt for Ted DiBiase 

Steamboat wins NWA title in Chicago from Llair 
NWA Chi-Town Rumble (2/20 card coverage) 

Mildred Burke passes away 

WWL on fire heading into WrestleMania 

NWA Clash of Champions V: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre (2/15 card coverage) 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

March 6 (8) 


March 13 (8) 


March 20 (8) 


March 27(10) 


April 3 (8) 


April 10(10) 


April 17 (10) 


April 24(10) 


NWA hires Lance Russell & Joe Pedicino 
Chi-Town Rumble continues to be main topic of news 
FCC syndicated exclusivity moved to 12/31/1989 
WWF lobbying Washington State to deregulate wrestling 
After all the praise after the PPV, NWA is in terrible shape 
Nord the Barbarian & Scotty the Body debut in Oregon 

Should pro wrestling be covered by athletic commissions? 

A look ahead to Super Sunday II 
AWA cancels its PPV 

UWF 2/27 first card to not completely sell out but still tremendous success 
Steamboat replaces Flair on AJPW tour 

Paul Boesch passes away 

WWF breaks WrestleMania III live gate record 

WWF SNME (3/11 card coverage) 

Hogan fdm “No Holds Barred” to be released this summer 
New NWA rules & regulations handed down by Jim Herd 

Analysis of upcoming Super Sunday II cards: WrestleMania V vs. NWA Rajun Cajun Clash 
Buck Zumhofe sentenced to prison 

WWF announces it won’t allow satellite dish owners to pick up WrestleMania 
Dynamite Kid announces retirement, passes boots to Chris Benoit 
More names added to list of talent being dropped after WrestleMania 

Jim Cornette & Midnight Express quit NWA 
Chigusa Nagayo retires 

Ronald Hembrecht has charges dropped in shooting death of Jim Leon 
Barry Windham undergoes hand surgery 
Lots of steroid news 

Davey Boy Smith wins North American title from Don Muraco 
Von Erichs on thin ice in World Class 
Masaharu Funaki jumps to UWF from NJPW 

NWA fires George Scott as booker, gives a committee the book 
WWF WrestleMania V (4/2 card coverage) 

WCW Rajun Cajun Clash (4/2 card coverage) 

Biggest news in Japan is behavior of fans in Tokyo 

Master of Pain wins CWA title from Lawler 

WWF drops Bockwinkle, Morales and Grizzly Smith as agents 

Analysis of Super Sunday II 

Big new heel for Hogan will not be Savage but Zeus 

All NWA cards booked by George Scott have been changed 

New talent headed to NWA 

Barry Windham fired by NWA 

Several other major talent moves in NWA 

NWA starts heavy pushing of Nashville card 

Oregon State Athletic Commission sends Don Owen notice of intent to suspend 
Stan Hansen & Tenryu team for first time 

Yoshiaki Fujiwara fails to sign with NJPW, expected to jump to UWF 
Lawler regains world title from Kerry Von Erich 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

May 1 (10) 


May 8 (8) 


May 15 (8) 


May 22 (10) 


May 29 (8) 


June 5(10) 


June 12 (8) 


June 19 (8) 


June 26 (8) 


The state of the business in North America 
Situation with Barry Windham uncertain 
Bruce Hart back as Stampede booker 
Cactus Jack Manson breaks arm in World Class 
Piper & Nord have great angle in Oregon 

Never count Antonio Inoki out — 4/24 Tokyo Dome show a success 

Keiichi Yamada debuts as Jushin Liger in Japan 

Vader wins IWGP title from Shiny aHashimoto 

NJPW to debut 5 former Soviet Olympic wreslers 

Kendo Nagasaki & Jimmy Snuka debut on WWF TV 

WCW Wrestle War (5/7 card coverage); Flair wins NWA title for 6th time 
UWF 5/4 card draws near million dollar gate 

Angle in Clagary to set up Dynamite Kid vs. Davey Boy Smith feud 

Roddy Piper returns as active performer to the WWF 

First appearance of the Observer’s Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down poll 

Chigusa Nagayo retirement sets all time gate record for womens wrestling card 

Jake Roberts arrested 

Top 10 live gates of all time 

Piper angles in Oregon very strong 

Dave rates the PPVs 

WWF signs Dusty Rhodes; Roddy Piper off tour 
NWA releases dates of Great American Bash tour 
The worst of the PPV shows 
Rip Rogers booking Puerto Rico 

Barry Windham signs with WWF, is Mike Rotundo far behind? 

No Holds Barred being released Friday 
WWF SNME XXI (5/27 card coverage) 

NJPW on a role drawing full houses with the Soviets 
Pat Tanaka, Paul Diamond & Tom Zenk quit AWA 
Lots of heat over the arrival of Dusty Rhodes to the WWF 

Hulk Hogan movie “No Holds Barred” released 

Dusty Rhodes debuts on TV 

Jake Roberts undergoes neck operation 

Billy Jack back as top face in Oregon for Don Owen 

Koji Kitao announces he is going to go from sumo to pro wrestler 

Review of movies about wrestling 
John Studd quits WWF 

Barry Windham debuts in WWF as The Widow Maker 
Owen Hart gives WWF his notice 
Koji Kitao to train with Lou Thesz 

NWA Clash VII: Guts and Glory (6/14 card coverage) 

Anotnio Inoki to become candidate for the House of Councilors 
Tommy Rich & Tom Zenk headed to NWA 
Rumors of Llorida promotion folding 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

July 3 (8) 


July 10(10) 


July 17 (8) 


July 24 (8) 


July 31 (10) 


Aug. 7 (10) 


Aug. 14 (10) 


Aug. 21 (8) 


Antonio Inoki retires 

NWA debuts Friday prime time show 

Jerry Blackwell’s health takes turn for the worse 

Tons of rumors flying in regards to future of Jarrett promotions 

Backstage blow-up between British Bulldogs and Bruce Hart 

Roddy Piper back on WWF bookings 

Road Warriors do job to Samoan Swat Team in Atlanta 

Jesse Ventura thinking of running for mayor of Brooklyn Park, MN 

Observer ratings 

Current and future state of NWA 

Gong Magazine 100 most famous matches in Japan (matches since 1970 listed) 

Leon Spinks has first wrestling match 

Davey Boy Smith, Chris Benoit, Jason the Terrible, Sumo Hara and Ross Hart in car accident 

Stampede forced to cancel cards 

Jake Roberts arrested on assault & battery charges 

Pennsylvania Athletic Commission loses authority over wrestling 

Top Gun & Scotty the Body capture Northwest tag team titles 

Update on last week’s news 

Bam Bam Bigelow to enter boxing world 

Look at fact that some of biggest pro wrestling gates don’t involve pros 

Baltimore Bash preview 

World Class switching name to USWA 

Arn Anderson & Tully Blanchard win WWF tag team titles 
NWA Baltimore Bash (7/23 card coverage) 

Rumor of possible Mike Tyson vs. Bam Bam Bigelow boxing match 
Piper debuts as co-host of Prime Time Wrestling 

AWA & Bob Syres come up with new wrestling concept to sell to TV stations 
Nasty Boys fired in Florida 

Tenryu & Stan Hansen win PWF title from Tsuruta & Yatsu 
Riki Choshu wins IWGP title 

Rick Steamboat & NWA parting ways 
Final Baltimore Bash poll results 
WWF SNME XXII (7/29 card coverage) 

Lioness Asuka retires 

Tsuruta & Yatsu regain PWF tag team titles 

Antonio Inoki elected to Japanese House of Councilors 
Update on the Rick Steamboat/NWA divorce 

Atsushi Onita announces the formation of Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling 
Flair named chairman of the NWA booking committee 

WWF Oakland TV tapings (8/8 card coverage) 

Jushin Liger getting over big in NJPW 

First ever meeting of the Rock N’ Roll Express & The Fantastics 
Dick Slater, Brad Armstrong, Tom Zenk booked for future NWA cards 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

Aug. 28 (10) 


Sept. 3 (8) 


Sept. 11 (8) 


Sept. 18 (8) 


Sept. 25 (10) 


Oct. 2 (8) 


Oct. 9 (8) 


Oct. 16 (10) 


Oct. 23 (8) 


NWA screw-ups — Saturday TBS show airs same program two weeks in a row, major angle 

for airing failed to be taped 

UWF has another of long line of major successes 

Andre the Giant arrested 

Jesse Ventura leading candidate to be color commentator for Tampa Bay Bucs 
Wrestling Spotlight radio show transcripts on Steamboat contract disputes 

WWF SummerSlam (8/28 card coverage) 

Ultimate Warrior wins Intercontinental title from Rick Rude 

Art Barr arrested on rape charge 

Cactus Jack Manson returning home to heal 

Lots of rumors from the NWA talent front 

SummerSlam ‘89 poll results 
Jake Roberts petitions for retrial 
Koji Kitao appears for NJPW 

Hasboro expected to finalize deal for Vader Saturday cartoon show 
Preview of upcoming fall shows 

Meetings in regard to ESPN airing Stampede Wrestling 
Scotty the Body wins Northwest title 

Seiji Sakaguchi in U.S. to meet Vince for talent booking arrangement 

NWA Clash of Champions VIII: Fall Brawl ’89 (9/12 card coverage & poll results) 

Paul E. Dangerously fired from NWA 

Lots of big names on injury list 

A1 Perez & Nikolai Volkoff headed to WWF 

Arn Anderson & Tully Blanchard give notice to the WWF 
Rougeau Brothers give notice to WWF; 5 other names considering 
Dusty Rhodes in Florida to defend lawsuit 
Rip Oliver turns face in Oregon 

Update on Anderson & Blanchard jump 

NWA gearing up for PPV 

Emotion of NWA talent that of frustration 

Black Hearts win International tag team titles from Kensuke Sasaki & Sumo Hara 
Destruction Crew wins AWA tag team titles from Greg Gagne & Paul Diamond 
Vince has private meetings with Hogan & Savage 

Demolition win WWF tag team titles from Anderson & Blanchard 
Dusty Rhodes court verdict reached 
UWF announces 11/29 card 
How much is too much violence? 

Dirty White Boy wins CWA title 
Frank Dusek fired by Jerry Jarrett 

Antonio Inoki stabbed in Japan 

WWF SNME XXIII (10/14 card coverage) 

Dave’s thoughts on upcoming Halloween Havoc 
Tito Santana wins King of the Ring 
Punisher awarded Texas title 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1989 

Oct. 30 (10) 


Nov. 6 (10) 


Nov. 13 (8) 


Nov. 20 (8) 


Nov. 27 (10) 


Dec. 4 (10) 


Dec. 11 (8) 


Dec. 18 (8) 


Dec. 26 (10) 


Lars Anderson trial in Hawaii starts for extortion 
Future of NWA doesn’t look good 
Tsuruta wins Triple Crown from Tenryu 
Joey Marella seriously injured in car accident 
Observer ratings 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/28 card coverage & poll results) 

Lia Maivia trial update 

Tenryu & Hansen capture PWF & International tag team titles from Yatsu & Tsuruta 
Lawler replaced as CWA booker by Dutch Mantell 
Barry Windham has surgery, Bret Hart hospitalized 

Final Halloween Havoc poll results 
A look at the buy rates 

UWF 11/29 card will be one of the largest gates in history 
Dave’s opinion on Verne Gagne’s comments on Bruiser Brody 
Rick Martel debuts as The Model 

Box office magic of Akira Maeda 

WWF fires Tully Blanchard even though he had given notice 
NJPW announces first ever event in the Soviet Union 
NY Knockout will be Terry Funk’s final match for a while 
NWA signs 7’6” Jorge “El Gigante” Gonzales 
Lawler regains USWA title from Soul Taker 

NWA Clash of Champions IX: New York Knockout (11/15 card coverage) 
Blanchard not coming to NWA with Anderson 
UWF show shatters record 

NJPW books Tokyo Dome and needs a sellout; books Flair & Zbyszko 
NWA is Ric Flair 

WWF Survivor Series ‘89 (11/23 card coverage) 

New Japan & NWA reach working agreement 
Lawler turns heel in CWA 
Tugboat Thomas debuts in WWF 

UWF sets attendance record 

Continental Wrestling promotion folds 

Controversy within NWA circles about NY Times article 

NJPW announces first pro card in Red China 

Jury acquits Lia Maivia 

Pre-Starcade comments 

WWF says it won’t distribute PPV events through Viewer’s Choice or Request 

Hansen & Tenryu win AJPW tag tournament 

Box office records of UWF shows and what the trends mean 

South Korea airs pro wrestling show 

NWA Starcade ‘89: Future Shock (12/13 card coverage & poll results) 

The future of Flair & the NWA title 
Tully Blanchard, cocaine and wrestling 
ESPN may drop AWA 
Haystacks Calhoun passes away 
Jarrett concerned about CWA 
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Special Issues of the 80s 


1982 Yearbook (12) 

($ 10 ) 

Flair/Piper cover 


1983 Yearbook (36) 
February 1984 issue 
($15) 

Michael Hayes cover 


1984 Yearbook (52) 
Jan. 10,1985 issue 
($18) 

Dynamite Kid cover 


1985 Yearbook (16) 

($ 8 ) 

1986 Yearbook (65) 
Legal size issue 
($17) 

1987 Yearbook (100) 
Legal size issue 
($ 20 ) 

1988 Yearbook (92) 
Legal size issue 
($ 20 ) 


1989 Yearbook (109) 
Legal size issue 
($ 20 ) 


***The premier issue of The Wrestling Observer Newsletter!!! 

Champions of 1982 
Observer Top 75 Ratings 

Wrestling Observer Awards (Ric Flair wins Wrestler of the Year) 

1982 in review 
Superstar Profiles 

1983 Observer Awards Winners (Flair wins wrestler of the year) 

1983 in Review (etailed by day and month of the major news) 

No Prisoners (The wrestling war has begun) 

Champions of 1983 

Wrestling notebook covering all of the territories 

1984 Observer Awards Winners 
1984 in Review 

1984 Wrestling Ratings 
Champions of 1984 

NWA Starcade ’84: The Million Dollar Challenge (11/22 card coverage) 
Inside Japan Wrestling 

The Year in Review/Wrestling Observer Awards/Top 75 Ratings 


The Mondo 19 most intriguing personalities of ‘86 
30 key pro wrestling personalities of ‘86 with quick bios 
Observer Awards, leading news stories of 1986 & much more 

Pro Wrestling 1983-1987...The Best of the Wrestling Observer 

Greatest matches of the Observer years 

15 most influential wrestlers of the past five years 

Observer awards, Mr. Mike’s top stories, year in review, and much more 
Top stories of ‘88 

Observer awards, Mr. Mike’s Mondo Year in Pictures & much more 
The Bruiser Brody Story 

Biographies on: Akira Maeda, Hulk Hogan, Ted DiBiase, Tatsumi Fujinami, Jim Cornette, 
and The Midnight Express 

Wrestling in the ‘80s 
Top news stories 

Observer awards, Mr. Mike’s 1989 Year in Review & much more 
Lou Thesz looks at wrestling yesterday & today 


The Wrestling Observer’s Who’s Who in Pro Wrestling (143) 

Legal size issue A review of the promotions in North America 

($25) Quick biography on all of the major names in the game 


1990 Yearbook (112) Top wrestling stories of 1990 

Legal size issue Observer Awards 

($20) Lucha Libre for beginners 

Wrestling life on the fringe with Cactus Jack 
1990 Pro Wrestling Directory 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1990 

Jan. 8 (10) 


Jan. 15 (8) 


Jan. 22 (8) 


Feb. 1 (8) 


Feb. 5 (8) 


Feb. 12 (8) 


Feb. 19 (10) 


Feb. 26 (10) 


Vince McMahon battles Pay-Per-View syndicators 

Memphis circuit to change forever 

WWF has about face on title change policy 

Stampede Wrestling closes down on 12/18 

Lots of Hogan news and rumors 

Kendall Windham & Blackjack Mulligan arrested 

WrestleMania VI main to be Hulk Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior 
Steve Williams to wrestle for New Japan this spring 
Windham/Mulligan update 

First pro wrestling event in the Soviet Union to take place 12/31 

CWA & USWA merger details 

Lots more going on in WWF PPV battle 

Titan Sports signs seven year contract with Viewer’s Choice 

Bronco Nagurski passes away 

Gong Magazine top 10 stories for 1989 

Bull Nakano captures WWWA title 1/1 

Another slant on the Stampede Wrestling promotion closing 

Titan signs Mike Tyson as special ref for Hogan vs. Savage 
WWF Royal Rumble (1/21 card coverage) 

AJPW & NJPW going to work together for first time in more than a decade 
Akira Maeda does job for Nobuhiko Takada 1/16 in Tokyo 
NWA booking committee trimmed down 

All Japan, New Japan & WWF to work together at Dome Show 
WWF SNME XXV (1/27 card coverage) 

Latest on legal proceedings between Bam Bam Bigelow & Larry Sharpe 
Vader loses CWA world title to Otto Wanz 12/22 

WWF announces WrestleMania VI from Toronto Skydome 
Whipper Watson passes away 

Rumor of Hogan vs. Tyson negotiations and retiring to work for Disney 
Tully Blanchard may be starting in NWA 

Buddy Landell & Owen Hart both have offers from NWA & WWF 
“Dr. D” David Schults arrested 

Sting suffers serious knee injury at Clash 

NWA Clash of Champions X: Texas Shootout (2/6 card coverage) 

Mike Tyson loses to Buster Douglas in Japan; WWF deal in peril 

Lots of NWA personnel notes involving Blanchard, Muto & Williams 

AJPW & NJPW Tokyo Dome (2/10 card coverage); sets Japan attendance record 

Masa Saito wins AWA title from Larry Zbyszko 2/10 

Dave’s ideas for NWA booking success 

Tyson pulls out of WWF card — Douglas steps in 
Sting undergoes major knee surgery 

Steve Williams doesn’t renew NWA contract, leaves for Japan 
Dan Spivey goes AWOL 

NWA gives notice to Midnight Express & Jim Cornette, Samoan & several more 
Baba appears on WWF TV tapings. Rockers show up all black & blue 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1990 

March 5 (10) 


March 12 (8) 


March 19 (10) 


March 26 (8) 


April 2 (8) 


April 9 (10) 


April 16 (10) 


April 23 (8) 


Flair resigns as chairman of booking committee 
WWF NBC & NWA WrestleWar ‘90 card coverage 

Jim Herd announces opening of new multi-million dollar production center 
Paul E. Dangerously quits ICW 
Barry Windham resurfaces in Japan 

NWA talent situation worsens...Arn Anderson, Shane Douglas, Buzz Sawyer, Stan Lane, 

Eddie Gilbert, Ricky Morton off injured; Dan Spivey fired, Michael Hayes pulled from 

booking sheets 

Update on Flair’s resignation 

Jim Herd & Jim Barnett new NWA bookers 

Superstar Graham hospitalized awaiting surgery 

“Straight Talk on Steroids” Superstar Graham & Bruno Sammartino on ET 
Terry Gordy & Steve Williams win PWF titles from Tenryu & Stan Hansen 
WWF San Francisco (3/7 card coverage) 

Scotty the Body contacted by NWA 

Arn Anderson’s injury worse than originally anticipated 

Tony Schiavone to return to NWA as producer & TV announcer 

WrestleMania preview 

Superstar Graham on WFAN excerpts 

Scotty the Body wins Northwest title 

Midnight Express situation update 

Flair refuses planned NWA title loss to Lex Luger 

Baba, Sakaguchi & J.J. Dillon announce the 4/13 Tokyo Dome lineup 

Owen Hart makes debut in Mexico City 3/18 

Stampede Wrestling restarts 3/23 under Bruce Hart 

Jim Crockett appears to be back in some kind of power role in NWA 

Buzz Sawyer fired 

WrestleMania VI (4/1 card coverage); Ultimate Warrior wins WWF title 

Things seem to have settled down in NWA 

Midnight Express update 

Jeff Bowdren’s “Best Circuits of the Decade” 

Superstar Billy Graham interview by John Arezzi 

Rumors of Flair leaving for WWF 

WrestleMania VI advance gate has topped $300,000; a look ahead 
Larry Zbyszko wins AWA title form Saito 4/8 
Status of Hulk Hogan is changing daily 
Billy Jack returning to Oregon 

Tokyo Egg Dome U.S./Japan Summit (4/13 card coverage); main event changed the day 

before as Terry Gordy refuses to job to Hulk Hogan 

NWA musical chairs for announcers 

Flair apparently signs 2 year extension with NWA 

Revolutionary Army breaks up in AJPW 

Roddy Piper makes surprise appearance in Portland 

Barry Windham agrees to start in NWA 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1990 

April 30 (8) 


May 7 (10) 


May 14 (8) 


May 21 (8) 


May 28 (10) 


June 4(10) 


June 18 (16) 


Salvadore “Gory” Guerrero passes away 

WWF opens first post WrestleMania stateside Hogan vs. Warrior tour to disappointing 
crowds 

John Bonello arrested 

Brian Adams wins Northwest title 

One of the stranger angles in USWA between Steve Austin & Chris Adams 
Shane Douglas quits NWA 

Genichiro Tenryu leaving All Japan to start new promotion 
Mr. Perfect wins Intercontinental title in tournament 
NWA 4/26 Meadowlands card, the first in two years in the area 
WWF SNME XXVI (4/28 card coverage) 

Discontent over how Dusty Rhodes injury angle being handled 
NWA 5/19 PPV preview 
More media on steroids 

New Jersey athletic commission fails Hawk on physical; flies home 

3 title changes in USWA 

Flair/Luger world title cage match next week 

NWA to announce new booker by end of month; Bill Watts leading candidate 
NWA personnel update 

Jerry Lawler regains USWA title from Jimmy Valiant 
AWA Twin Wars ‘90 card coverage 

Ole Anderson new NWA booker; what challenges are ahead 
NWA has fingers crossed over the health status of Lex Luger 
ComSat interested in purchasing the NWA as is Vince McMahon 

4 key problems Anderson must face as new booker 
Scott Norton wins Northwest title from Adams 
Road Warriors coming to WWL 

Flair’s two year extension has not been signed by both parties 

Capital Combat ‘90 card coverage 

-Doom wins NWA tag team titles from Steiners 
-Midnight Express win U.S. tag team titles from Zenk & Pillman 
Eddie Lee Crawford “The Snowman” shows up unannounced in Memphis 
Tiger Mask unmasks and screams “I am Misawa” 

Giant Baba does clean job in AJPW tag match 

Kendall Windham & Blackjack Mulligan sentenced to prison 

Early observations of Ole Anderson’s direction as booker 
Most talked about aspect is NWA talent; an evaluation of new faces 
CBS People magazine does segment on Jerry Lawler 
Tenryu trying to set up meeting with Vince McMahon 

Coverage of Dave’s 10 day visit to Japan and cards attended 
Looking at Lucha Libre 

Stan Hansen pins Terry Gordy to win Triple Crown 
Minor change in Demolition as Bill Eadie on the sidelines 
Hogan signs 2 picture deal with New Line Cinema 
Larry Malenko interview by Jeff Bowdren 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1990 

June 25 (10) 


July 2 (8) 


July 9 (8) 


July 16 (8) 


July 23 (10) 


July 30 (8) 


Aug. 6 (10) 


Aug. 13 (10) 


NWA Coastal Crunch Clash XI (6/13 card coverage) 

Listing of amateur pro wrestlers 

Leading topic of conversation is Ole Anderson 

Tenryu’s SWS promotion raids 6 more AJPW talent 

Chris Von Erich debut on 6/22 

Rick Rude out of action with torn triceps 

Lots of heat on Sid Vicious no showing 

Flair attends George Bush fund-raiser in Charlotte by invite 
SummerSlam card announced 

WWF needs to alleviate staleness on top; who are they? 

Jim Cornette has heart attack scare 
A look at the age in the promotions 

Crusher Verdu becomes first promoter to hit East Germany since the wall falls 
Snowman wins USWA title from Lawler, Leon Spinks refs the bout 

More rumors of Flair being WWF bound 

Hogan signs to do commando action flick after SummerSlam 

Lots of head on Koji Kitao in Japan 

Kerry Von Erich leaving USWA for WWF 

Brutus Beefcake career in jeopardy due to parasailing accident 

Great American Bash (7/17 card coverage); Sting wins NWA title from Ric Flair 

Jim Herd refuses to let Flair out of his contract 

Steve “Dr. Lucha” Sims “Best Matches of 1990” 

Sgt. Slaughter to return to WWF in the fall 

Brutus Beefcake update 

A quick look at WWF & NWA champs who started out as Power Team USA 

Flair suffers knee injury 

KTVU in San Francisco & NWA reach deal 

Terry Funk & Chris Cruise interview with John Arezzi 

Look back at the first six months of the year 
Yoshiaki Yatsu jumps to Tenryu’s new promotion 
Kerry Von Erich & Sgt. Slaughter debut in WWF 
Haku & Brady Boone arrested after barroom brawl 
Terry Gordy wins Triple Crown from Stan Hansen 7/17 
Tsuruta & Kabuki win PWF titles from Gordy & Williams 
Jesse Ventura done with WWF 

NFL to expand steroid testing. Steroids commentary on wrestling 
Haku, Boone, Curt Hennig brawl update 
WWF SNME XXVII (7/28 card coverage) 

Business up in Memphis as Eddie Gilbert returns as booker 

Art Barr pleads guilty to rape 

Karl Gotch interview with Jeff Bowdren (Part I) 

Terry Gordy collapses in Japan 

Jesse Ventura replaced with Roddy Piper as color commentator 

KTVT in Dalas replaces USWA with WWF 

NWA to start on WGN in Chicago 

Grappler wins Northwest title from Scotty the Body 

Bad News & Haku have offers to leave WWF and go to Japan 

Karl Gotch interview with Jeff Bowdren (Part II) 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1990 

Aug. 20(10) 


Aug. 27 (10) 


Sept. 3 (10) 


Sept. 10(10) 


Sept. 17 (10) 


Sept. 24 (10) 


Oct. 1 (10) 


Oct. 8 (10) 


Looking ahead for the NWA in a few key areas 
A lot of curiosity of NWA show in Asheville 
John Tatum taken to prison 

Controversy over whether or not Zbyszko coming to NWA 
Karl Gotch interview with Jeff Bowdren (Part III) 

Pat O’Connor passes away 
WWF SummerSlam preview show coverage 
Plug is pulled on Ventura/Piper TV pilot 
Pegasus Kid wins IWGP jr. title from Jushin Liger 
Beetlejuice to start in NWA 
Comments on the TBS show 

WWF SummerSlam ‘90 (8/27 card coverage) 

NWA Meadowlands (8/24 card coverage) 

Herb Abrams & UWF hold press conference 
Mean Mark gives NWA notice, he is WWF bound 
Sid Vicious status up in the air 

Legal action going on between Snowman & USWA re: title situation 

Atsushi Onita planning Jose Gonzales stabbing angle 
Eddie Gilbert runs down Lawler with car in USWA angle 
First ever card in Red China 9/1 

Legal battle for power in Dallas between Jarrett & the Von Erichs 
Larry Sharpe files suit vs. Soul Taker (Charles Wright) 

NWA Clash of Champions XII: Mountain Madness (9/5 card coverage) 

Onita/Gonzales angle may have backfired 

Dan Kroffat & Doug Furnas both injured on Japan tour 

NWA loses a lot of key syndicated time slots 

Owen Hart agrees to start with NWA in January 

Jerry Jarrett pulls out of Dallas 

Kevin Von Erich renames USWA to World Class and promotes first card 
Vince McMahon enters bodybuilding world at Mr. Olympia 
SWS announces first card to take place 9/29 
Herb Abrams UWF debut show doesn’t take place 

A quick look at Antonio Inoki & Giant Baba after 30 years as pro 
WWF signs for prime time FOX TV special 

WWF files suit vs. New Jersey athletic commission for TV tax revenue 

UWF update on TV taping 

Arena Mexico (9/21 card coverage) 

Fray Tormenta, the Mexican wrestling priest arrested 

Interview Highlights of Bobby Jaggers re: Bruiser Brody’s death 

Baba & Inoki’s 30th anniversary card coverage 

UWF debut takes place 9/24 

Koji Kitao through with NJPW 

Eddie Gilbert new booker in USWA 

Bert Assaranti passes away 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1990 

Oct. 15 (10) 


Oct. 22 (10) 


Oct. 29 (10) 


Nov. 5 (10) 


Nov. 12 (10) 


Nov. 19 (10) 


Nov. 26 (10) 


Dec. 3 (10) 


A look at WWF’s problems 

Chris Adams gives World Class notice 

Jeff Jarrett wins Southern title from Dick Slater 

History of WWF tag team title 

Thunderbolt Patterson is history in the NWA 

Rick Rude quits WWF as does Akeem (One Man Gang) 

Titan releases 15-20 others including Neidhart, Honky Tonk Man, Snuka, Brunzell 
Hard to say how much, if any, financial pinch WWF is in 
Fujiwara, Masahoru Funaki, Minoru Suzuki jump from UWF to SWS 
Chris Champion arrested 

Update on last week’s talent changes in WWF 
Fray Tormenta update 

Jim Cornette makes front page after incident 
SWS debuts 10/18 & 10/19 

Dick Glover, J.J. Dillon & Akira Sato in Japan to meet with SWS, NJPW & AJPW 

WCW Halloween Havoc ‘90 (10/27 card coverage) 

Things continue to get worse in World Class 

Wrestling in Mexico by Steve “Dr. Lucha” Sims 

Antonio Inoki in Iraq to work on NJPW card 

Heat between Lawler & Mid South Coliseum manager Beth Wade 

Akira Maeda & Shinji Jin UWF split-up 

Jim Cornette & Stan Lane quit NWA, Bobby Eaton stays 

Rockers capture WWF titles from Hart Foundation 

Problem with NWA name & WCW 

Demolition gives WWF notice 

Negotiations going on planning 2 Tokyo Dome spring shows 

WWF tag title change to be ignored 

Jesse Ventura elected mayor of Brooklyn Park 

WCW & NJPW reach deal to promote 3/21 Tokyo Dome show 

Tom Robinson benefit show Philadelphia (11/9 card coverage) 

Terry Funk wins USWA title from Lawler 
Art Barr taken off all NWA cards due to bad press 

Dusty Rhodes gives notice to WWF, Ole Anderson’s job near end 
Joe Pedicino purchases Jarrett’s syndicated TV network 
Only Bill Eadie leaving WWF, Darsow & Adams to stay 
NWA reached deal with Lawrence Taylor 

WCW Clash XIII: Thanksgiving Thunder (11/20 card coverage) 

WWF Survivor Series (11/22 card coverage) 

Lots of rumors over Rhodes as possible new booker 
A lot can be speculated on Pedicino’s planned entry to major leagues 
World Class promotion folds 
Nasty Boys give notice 

Mr. Perfect wins Intercontinental title from Kerry Von Erich 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1990 

Dec. 10 (10) 


Dec. 17 (10) 


Dec. 24 (10) 


Ole Anderson dumped as NWA booker, rumors of Rhodes return 

Akira Maeda returns to UWF 

Giant Baba suffers fractured leg 

Dallas Time runs story, ’’Fall of the Von Erichs” 

SWS reaches talent deal with EMLL 

NWA booker rumor mill 

A lot has happened regarding UWF & Maeda 

Gordy & Williams win AJPW tag tournament 

First issue of WWF Bodybuilding Lifestyles hits the stands 

Larry Zbyszko to be brought in as NWA color commentator 

“The Grinch That Stole Wrestling” by James E. Cornette 
NWA Starcade ‘90: Collision Course (12/16 card coverage) 

Iron Mike Mazurki passes away 

Lou Thesz to wrestle 12/26; will have competed in 6 different decades 
El Canek wins UWA title from Vader 
Tokyo Sports awards 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1991 

Jan. 8 (10) 


Jan. 14 (8) 


Jan. 21 (10) 


Jan. 28 (10) 


Feb. 4(10) 

Feb. 11 (10) 


Feb. 18 (10) 


Feb. 25 (10) 


Dusty Rhodes most likely new NWA booker 
Joe Pedicino to purchase USWA & Jarrett promotions 
Dallas looks like it will be interesting market to watch 
Honky Tonk Man quits WWF 

Tatsumi Fujinami wins IWGP title from Riki Choshu 12/26 
WWF confirms 3/31 Tokyo Dome date with SWS 

Pedicino/Jarrett deal falls through 
Ed “The Bull” Gantner commits suicide 
Bobby Heenan Arrested 

Eddie Gilbert no-shows Mid South Coliseum card 
World Class Wrestling sold to Mario Savoldi’s ICW 
Percy Pringle & Konnan to debut in WWF 

Flair regains NWA title from Sting at the Meadowlands 1/11 
A look at Sting’s title reign 

Fabulous Ones & Jim Cornette turn heel on Lawler in Memphis 

UWF makes New York debut 

Middle East war could change WWF plans 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/19 card coverage); Sgt. Slaughter wins WWF title 
Observer research reveals Vince’s baldness fetish 
At what point does bad taste cross the line? 

Transcript of column sent to The National re: the war angle 
Vader wins IWGP title from Fujinami 1/17 
Diamond Dallas Page debuts in WCW 

An issue on Dave’s battle with the WWF; one dedication reads, “To Frank Goodish, who if he 
were alive to day would have a big smile on his face in 15 minutes.” 

WrestleMania moved from the L.A. Coliseum to the Sports Arena 
WCW Dixie Dynamite Clash XIV (1/30 card coverage) 

WWF NBC special card coverage 
Randy Savage breaks thumb 
WBF holds press conference 
Brother Love is apparently no more 

WWF coverage of their Middle East angle 
Story on the three-way split of the old UWF 
Randy Savage undergoes surgery 
Antonio Inoki running for mayor of Tokyo 

Attempt to turn the entire USWA into one big circuit with similar storylines 
Texas Wrestling Federation faces uncertain future 

WrestleMania card announced 

Weiders finally acknowledge the WBF 

Art Barr back as Beetlejuice in Washington 

Carlitos Colon wins WWC Universal title from Greg Valentine 

History of the IWGP title 

Steiners win WCW titles from Freebirds 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1991 

March 4 (10) 


March 11 (10) 


March 18 (10) 


April 1 (10) 


April 8 (20)** 
Double issue price 


April 15 (10) 


April 22(10) 


April 29(10) 


WWF announced the most hated and disliked sport in the U.S. 

WCW Wrestle War ‘91 (2/25 card coverage) 

Freebirds win WCW titles from Doom 
WWF Arizona State (2/23 card coverage) 

Brian Pillman on disabled list after War Games K.O. 

Lex Luger will not appear at Tokyo Dome show 

Japanese officials expecting 50,000 fans for Egg Dome show (card preview) 
WrestleMania sold out 

Warrior vs. Slaughter finishes a subject of controversy 
Fujiwara version of the UWF opens 3/4 
Billy Jack returns to Oregon as a heel 

First head-to-head battle between USWA & Texas Wrestling Federation 

Final weekly card at Memphis Mid South Coliseum tonight 
A look at the Tokyo Dome cards 

Herb Abrams announces UWF will do PPV; minimum 3 checks have bounced 
Pegasus Kid wins WWF lightweight title from Villano III 3/3 in Mexico City 
Hase & Kensuke Sasaki win IWGP tag team titles from Hiro Saito & Strong Machine 
Akira Maeda new promotion to be called Rings 
Owen Hart & One Man Gang debut in WCW 

WrestleMania VII (3/24 card coverage); Hogan wins WWF title from Slaughter 
Cauliflower Alley club report 

Fujinami wins WCW title from Flair 3/21 in Japan; Flair leaves with belt 
Steiners win IWGP tag team titles from Hase & Sasaki 
Lawler wins USWA title from Terry Funk 

Sid Vicious gives notice to WCW 

WWF/SWS Tokyo Dome sets attendance record (3/31 card coverage) 

-John Tenta & Koji Kitao have a shoot 
WWF books the Sundome at USF on 5/18; a look at the head-to-head battle 
UWF announces a 6/9 PPV 

Quick review of Pat Barrett’s “Everyone Down Here Hates Me” 

WCW title situation update between Flair & Fujinami 
Dave’s Japan tour and coverage of cards attended 
Billy Jack gone in Oregon after bizarre comments 

Sid Vicious/WCW split reconciled 
Update on the Tenta/Kitao shoot; Kitao fired 

Manitoba Athletic Commission apparently overcharged promotions on taxes 

WCW Meadowlands card coverage 

WrestleMania numbers turning into something of a story 

Sid Vicious leaving for WWF; many different ways to look at this 
WCW making up greatest ground on merchandising 
Dave’s comments on the WWF/SWS show 
Dynamite Kid & Johnny Smith win Asian titles 

10th anniversary of Tiger Mask: perspective look back 
WCW talks about instituting a jr. heavyweight division 
Dave’s comments on the WCW Japan Super Show 
SWS starts legit promotional war with NJPW 
Koji Kitao slant on the shoot 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1991 

May 6 (10) 

**new look cover 


May 12 (10) 
*cover date error 
says May 18/91 


May 20 (10) 


May 27 (10) 
*cover date error 
has no date printed 


June 3(10) 


June 10(10) 


June 17 (10) 


June 24 (10) 


WCW/WWF war as it relates to booking buildings 
WWF SNME XXIX (4/15 card coverage) 

WCW trading cards released 
Sid Vicious to be released from contract 5/20 
Lawler wins Texas title from Eric Embry 
Steve Austin to debut in WCW shortly 

WWF returns from successful U.K. tour 

Norio Honaga upsets Jushin Liger to win IWGP jr. tournament 

More on the WCW/WWF building wars 

Eric Embry wins Southern title from Jeff Jarrett 

First AWA card in over 10 months takes place 

Comments about the Vince McMahon story in Sports Illustrated 
Another Vince article in Spy Magazine “Pimping Iron" 

UWF going through with 6/9 PPV 
EMLL to create own world champion in tournament 
Takada’s UWFI & Maeda’s Rings group debut in Japan 
Lots of newcomers to WCW 

WCW Superbrawl ‘91 (5/19 card coverage) 

An interview with Terry Funk by John Arezzi 

WWF expected to announce major baseball stadium extravaganza 

Rumor that WWF will not be on NBC this season 

Dave’s trip to the wrestling fan convention 

Commentary on the art of finishes 

UWF having PPV distribution problem 

WWF fires Bruce Prichard 

Bodybuilding war has become funny and intense 

EMLL world champion tournament begins 

Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom to debut in WWF as the Beverly Brothers 

Sid Vicous debuts for WWF as Sid Justice 

Bobby Heenan steps down as manager to become announcer 

WWF announces Wrestlefest ‘91 from Busch Stadium in St. Louis 

Jim Ross debuts radio show on WBS in Atlanta 

IRS to step up enforcement of rules on independent contractors 

A look at the influence Akira Maeda has made this decade 

Steve Austin wins WCW TV title from Bobby Eaton 

First wrestling steroid trial to begin in two weeks 
WCW decides to reduce exposure of Dusty Rhodes on TV 
UWF Beach Brawl (6/9 PPV card coverage) 

WWF censoring freedom of expression of fans 
Brian Adams returns to Oregon as Demolition Crush 

WCW Knocksville U.S.A. Clash XV (6/12 card coverage) 

Mark Gastineau Kos Derrick Dukes in controversy 
WBF opens to raving success 
Konnan becomes first EMLL world champion 
Joe Pedicino taking over USWA ESPN contract 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1991 

July 1 (10) 

July 8 (10) 


July 15 (10) 


July 22 (10) 


July 29 (10) 


Aug. 5 (10) 


Aug. 12 (10) 


Aug. 19 (10) 


Major coverage of the steroid trial 
Future of Ric Flair in WCW in doubt 
Scott Steiner undergoes major bicep surgery 

Ric Flair fired by WCW 
Steroid trial update 

Joe Pedicino’s Global Wrestling Federation debuts 
Duke Keomuka passes away 
Eddie Gilbert quits USWA 

Tremendous heat regarding the WWF Mountie character 
Update on Flair firing 

Negative publicity towards wrestling stemming from Dr. Zhorian conviction 
EMLL signs Blue Panther & Los Brazos to full time contracts 
Terry Gordy & Steve Williams win PWF titles from Dan Spivey & Stan Hansen 
“The End of Ric Flair in WCW” by Mark Madden 

Steroid trial aftermath, Alzado, media, WWF & WCW 
Movement in Florida legislature to regulate pro wrestling 
Vince announces steroid testing 

By the end of the Bash, Flair means more to WCW than they ever realized 
WCW Great American Bash (7/14 card coverage); Luger wins WCW title 
Lightning Kid wins lightweight title tournament in Dallas 
WWF agrees that The Mountie will not appear in Canada in person or on TV 

Steroid trial update; Hogan lies on Arsenio Hall 
A look at steroid testing 

WCW & WWF to go head-to-head in San Francisco 
Mr. Moto (Charles Iwamoto) passes away 

Johnny Ace & Kenta Kobashi win Asian tag team titles from Kroffatt & Furnas 
Tenryu names president of SWS 

Observer awards mid-year category leaders 
Flair speculation 

WCW & WWF Bay Area card coverage 
Wrestlers contacted not to take steroids to airports 
TV Guide does full page story 
Fuerza Guerrera injured in car accident 

Mitsuharu Misawa & Toshiaki Kawada win PWF titles from Gordy & Williams 
Mark Rambo wins CWA title from Vader 

Flair debuts on WWF vignettes 

WCW makes last ditch effort to get Flair back 

Bill Watts outspoken about Turner failure in wrestling 

Cactus Jack performs to raving reviews on Joel Goodhart Philly show 

WWF to announce the signing of Lou Ferigno to WBF 

Awesome Kong wins USWA title from Lawler 

New Japan grosses $4 million in one week 
Llair vs. Hogan feud not far away 

McMahon has meeting and says eliminating steroids in bodybuilding 
McMahon announces steroid testing, Jim Herd reiterates no testing in WCW 
Victor Quinones W*ING promotion debuts 8/7 in Tokyo 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1991 

Aug. 26 (10) 


Sept. 6 (10) 


Sept. 9 (10) 


Sept. 16 (10) 


Sept. 23 (10) 


Sept. 30 (10) 


Oct. 7 (10) 


Oct. 14 (10) 


Steroid update 

Superstar Graham to file major suit vs. Titan Sports & Vince 
WWF picks Comprehensive Drug Testing, Inc. for steroid tests 
Steve Planamenta announces first Hogan/Flair meeting at Survivor Series 
Jesse Ventura to appear as announcer on “Grudge Match” 

The Clan returns to Oregon 

Ultimate Warrior suspended 
SummerSlam 8/26 card coverage 
Steroid update 
Vivian Vachon passes away 
No movement on Superstar Graham lawsuit 

Flair’s lawyers contact Jack Petrick demanding retraction of Jim Herd comment 
Sting wins U.S. title over Steve Austin 
Cien Caras wins EMLL title from Konnan 

Ultimate Warrior update 

WWF Oakland 8/31 card coverage 

Flair still hasn’t signed with WWF 

Randy Savage gives WWF notice 

Lawler regains USWA title from Dragon Master 

Flair officially signs with WWF 
WCW Fall Brawl 9/5 card coverage 
Strike threatens Lucha Libre 

Herb Abrams leaves town after 6/9 PPV without paying bills 
WCW Oakland 9/7 card coverage 

Bam Bam Bigelow pleads innocent to aggravated assault 
WWF King of the Ring (9/17 card results) 

Chris Von Erich commits suicide 

Jim Herd named new president of NWA 

Erik Watts gets first collegiate quarterback start 

Global has first major house show 9/10 in Marietta 

One Man Gang future in WCW in limbo 

Full scale strike in Mexico imminent 

Two Japan mega gates on 9/23 with NJPW & FMW cards 

Joel Goodhart draws big crowd on 9/27 

WBF stars all over TV 

Expecting a lot of new steroid stories to break soon 
Choshu meets with Tenryu 
Cactus Jack signs with WCW 

WWF makes some changes in response to financial problems 
Threatened strike in Mexico doesn’t materialize 
Hogan makes comments about Zahorian trial 
Tentative outline of regulations Florida looking to establish 

Paul E. Dangerously suspended indefinitely by WCW 
Apparent deal struck between WCW & Jerry Jarrett 
More details on WWF budget tightening 
McMahon announces surprise 12/3 PPV 
Movement on the Mexico strike 

New book on Ali details proposed script for Ali vs. Inoki 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1991 

Oct. 21 (10) 


Oct. 28 (10) 


Nov. 4(10) 


Nov. 11 (10) 


Nov. 18 (10) 


Nov. 25 (10) 


Dec. 2 (10) 


Dec. 9 (10) 


Eddie Gilbert interview highlights from Pro Wrestling Spotlight 
WCW official version, Paul E. suspended for philosophical differences 
Lawler comments about Gilbert interview 

Hogan on CBS This Morning and invokes “big lie technique” on steroids 
Sid Justice injured, WWF may rush Savage back 

Justice has altercation with Pillman & Mike Graham..."The Squeegee Incident” 
Steve Schumann passes away (Ray Evans, Star Rider, Lance Idol) 

Tokyo Egg Dome show sells 11,644 tickets on first day 

Ricky Steamboat quits WWF 

Unknown if Sid Justice needs surgery 

Vader & Fujinami capture NJPW tag tournament 

Yoshihiro Asai jumps from UWA to EMLL 

Hogan and Flair have first meeting 10/22 in Dayton 
WCW Halloween Havoc 10/27 card coverage — Paul E. returns 
Barry Windham breaks wrist in 4 places, Sid Justice has surgery 
One of the strongest mainstream media steroid stories is coming 
Details on Steamboat leaving 

Gene Anderson passes away 
Second weekend of Hogan vs. Flair series 
“Regulating Pro Wrestling in Florida” by Alex Marvez 
Stories concerning financial situation of Global 
Takada to face Trevor Berbick 12/22 

Jim Cornette, Sandy Scott & Tim Horner open Smoky Mountain Wrestling 

Dick the Bruiser passes away 
El Gran Davis passes away 

AJPW announces most ambitious promotion to date for 12/6 
Blading as it relates to HIV 

Hase & Muto win IWGP tag team titles from Rick Steiner & Scott Norton 

Test, Lies and Videotape...Steroid update 

Controversy over NWA belt being shown on WWF TV 

Ripper Collins passes away 

Love Machine debuts in Mexico City 11/15 

Ricky Steamboat to debut at the next Clash 

Owen Hart signs with WWF 

Two week update on WWF steroid testing 
WCW Clash XVII (11/19 card coverage) 

Steamboat & Dustin Rhodes win WCW tag team titles from Anderson & Zbyszko 
WWF digitizing NWA belt on TV 

WCW fires Harley Race, Luger quits over this then reconsiders 

Survivor Series (11/27 card coverage) 

Appears that 1992 will bring more big shows 
FMW in midst of most successful tour 
Moondogs return to Memphis 
Gilbert starts as booker in Global 

Ultimate Warrior not being brought back after suspension 
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1991 

Dec. 16 (10) 

Dec. 23 (10) 


KPTV announces the end of Portland Wrestling 
Dynamite Kid retires 

WWF Tuesday in Texas (12/3 card coverage); Hogan apparently regains title 
Akio Sato of SWSS has secret meeting with 5 AJPW stars 
Rockers split up 

Tokyo Egg Dome card draws $1.5 million gate 

WCW releases Battle Bowl participants; looks like potential interesting matches 
UWFI 12/22 show to air on national TV 
Gordon Scozzari’s American Wrestling Federation debuts 
Disenchantment in WCW over new injury clauses in contracts 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1992 

Jan. 6 (10) 


Jan. 10 (20)** 
Double issue price 


Jan. 20 (10) 


Jan. 27 (10) 


Feb. 3 (10) 


Feb. 10(10) 


Feb. 17 (10) 


Feb. 24(10) 


Steroid update; Inside Edition story 

WCW Starcade ‘91: The Lethal Lottery (12/29 card coverage) 

Wilbur Snyder passes away 

Couple of big changes going into NJPW/WCW Tokyo Egg Dome show 
Dave’s review of the 12/12 SWS/WWF/PWF/EMLL Egg Dome show 
Details of the proposed bill to regulate pro wrestling in Florida 

Inside Edition update 

In depth interview with Superstar Billy Graham by Dave 
Lex Luger gives notice to WCW 
WCW/NJPW Tokyo Egg Dome card coverage 
Nasty Boys injured in out of ring incident 

Details on strange boxer vs. wrestler incidents at Tokyo Sumo Hall 
Terry Gordy & Steve Williams win PWF tag team titles 

Jim Herd resigns from TBS 

Some of the Wrestling Observer award winners 

Accusations made by Superstar Graham & David Schults heat up 

JWP folding 

Rumors of Antonio Inoki negotiating with James “Buster” Douglas 
Joel Goodhart declares bankruptcy 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/19 card coverage); Flair wins WWF title 
More Wrestling Observer award winners 

Strange story, Bret Hart loses IC title to The Mountie who loses to Roddy Piper 
WCW debuts Jesse Ventura at the Clash 

WrestleMania main events finalized 

WCW Topeka Clash XVIII (1/27 card coverage) 

Superstar Graham on Wrestle-Radio show states Hogan offered him cocaine 
Roberto Duran to face Masakatsu Funaki in mixed match 
Big name WCW contract to run out this summer 

WrestleMania angles update 

More Wrestling Observer award winners 

ABC 20/20 newsman Tom Jariel interviews Superstar Graham 

Austin Idol returns to Memphis 

Ron Garvin wins WWC Universal title from Carlitos Colon 

Florida turns down steroid testing in wrestling 
More Wrestling Observer award winners 
Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer passes away 

Legion of Doom lose title in major surprise to IRS & Ted DiBiase 

WWF SNME 2/18 card coverage 

Dos Caras wins UWF title from El Canek 

Attempted steroid raid on WWF dressing room by the authorities 

WWF suspends Von Erich, Legion of Doom, Snuka 

Barry Orton speaks out about sexual harassment 

WSB runs documentary piece on racism in WCW 

Kip Frey’s new steroid policy to be finalized this week 

Lots of WCW personnel notes 
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1992 

March 2 (10) 


March 9 (10) 


March 16 (10) 


March 23 (10) 


March 30(10) 


April 6 (10) 


April 13 (10) 


April 20(10) 


WCW announces steroid testing 

WWF sends out letter to sign releases from random drug testing 

Tojo Yamamoto passes away 

Updates on drug raid & Barry Orton stories 

LPWA 2/23 PPV card coverage 

Kerry Von Erich in Betty Ford Clinic 

Pat Patterson & Terry Garvin resign amidst sex scandal 

WCW Superbrawl II 2/29 card coverage — Sting wins WCW title from Lex Luger 

More Wrestling Observer award winners 

Kerry Von Erich arrested for possession 

WCW Chicago 3/1 card coverage 

Johnny B. Badd in midst of contract dispute 

Patterson & Garvin update — wrestlers speak out 

Hogan to leave WWF after WrestleMania 

McMahon hires Dr. Mauro DiPasquale to upgrade steroid tests 

Gordy & Williams debut in WCW 

WWF sexual harassment claim settled with Tom Cole 

More troubles for Vince — tons of bad media domestic and abroad 

Vince books himself on Larry King Live — lies, misleading statements and outright 

distortions 

McMahon on Phil Donahue show (Dave also on panel) coverage 
Jim Crockett fired by WCW 

WWF holds steroid symposium 

If you think Hogan’s last match is WrestleMania...think again 
Nick Patrick in car accident 

Pro Wrestling Fujiwara runs successful American debut 3/20 in Miami 
SWS TV show cancelled by WOWOW 

Bill Shaw replaces Jack Petrik at TBS 
Update on steroid symposium 
More Wrestling Observer award winners 
More media stories on WWF scandals to come 
Lex Luger debuts in WWF 
Ultimate Warrior to return to WWF? 

WrestleMania VIII 4/5 card coverage — Savage wins WWF title from Ric Flair 
Roddy Piper refutes scandal charges 

“Now It Can Be Told” WWF & sex scandal feature coverage 
Superstar Graham files lawsuit vs. WWF 
Phil Mushnick blasted by Steve Planamenta 
WBF debuts 

WrestleMania update 

More Wrestling Observer award winners 

Major shake-up in GWF — Gilbert, Pedicino & Blackstone leave 
Steroid news 

Murray Hodgson & Rita Chatterton appear on Geraldo 
Love Machine loses mask to Blue Panther 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1992 

April 27(10) 


May 4 (10) 


May 11 (10) 


May 18 (10) 


May 25 (10) 


June 1 (10) 


June 8(10) 


June 15 (10) 


WWF returns from successful European tour 

More Wrestling Observer award winners along with complete list of winners 
GWF update 

Murray Hodgson lawsuit scheduled 

Bob Goldman rips apart WWF steroid test credibility 

Funaki vs. Duran match a disaster 

NWA tag tournament field announced — notes on non-WCW performers 

Jimmy Lennon passes away 

Great Kabuki shows up at FMW tour 

Kip Frey confirms lawsuit vs. Lex Luger 

WWF loses lawsuit vs. New Jersey Athletic Board 

Sid Justice suspended by WWF 

WWF cancels 4 more shows after WrestleMania 

Promotional split in EMLL 

Pro wrestlers ruled eligible for Olympic games 

Jushin Liger captures top of the Super Jr. tournament 

Plenty of bizarre occurrences in drug, sex and sleaze scandals involving WWF 

Turner Broadcasting announces Bill Watts as VP of wrestling 
First of series of big shows over next 8 weeks — WrestleWar preview 
More details about split in EMLL 
Fred Ward passes away 

Steve Planamenta makes interesting comments about WWF steroid policy 
Harley Race in civil suit regarding boating accident 

WCW 5/17 WrestleWar ‘92 card coverage 

Bill Watts analysis — What does the future bring under his control? 

5/16 FMW/WWA Cal State card may have been card of the year 
How dangerous is blood in wrestling in regards to HIV? 

Future of SWS in serious jeopardy 

Three major cards announce location/date changes for WBF, WWF & WCW 

Kip Fry quits WCW 

Shake up and future of SWS clearer 

AAA switched to EMLL’s sacred Sunday night Galavision TV slot 

SMW runs first major card 5/22 Volunteer Slam 

Future of GWF is bleak 

Scott Hall debuts as Razor Ramon 

Don Owen announces retirement/Sandy Barr to take over 

WCW wrestlers receive new rules to abide by 

Marty Jannetty sentenced on cocaine possession 

Steroid media stories 

Randy Savage & Miss Elizabeth separate 

SummerSlam from Wembley news 
Major talk involving new WCW rules 
Superstar Graham undergoes hip surgery 
Mid year awards favorites 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1992 

June 22 (10) 


June 29 (10) 


July 6 (10) 


July 13 (10) 


July 20 (20)** 
Double issue price 


July 27 (10) 


Aug. 3 (10) 


Aug. 10(10) 


Lex Luger suffers serious motorcycle injury 
Masami Suranaka passes away 
WBF show a bomb 
The new era of WCW begins 

Bull Nakano becomes first CMLL women’s champion 

WCW 6/20 Beach Blast card coverage 
Luger update 

SummerSlam at Wembley Stadium believed to have set first day ticket record 
WCW Clash of Champions XIX (6/16 card coverage) 

McMahon & J.J. Dillon meet with Antonio Pena of AAA 
A look at business month by month January to May 
Konnan expelled from Mexico 

Nature Boy Buddy Rogers passes away 
AAA show in L.A. on 7/4 changes 

Steiners win IWGP tag team titles from Bam Bam Bigelow & Vader 6/26 

El Samurai wins Jr. title from Jushin Liger 

The Sheik wins WWA Martial Arts title from Onita 6/25 

Dick Slater, Barbarian & Dan Spivey debut in WCW 

Two title changes at the 7/5 Omni for WCW in attempt to make new MSG 
-Gordy & Williams beat Steiners; 

-Brad Armstrong over Scotty Flamingo 
Bob Backlund resurfaces as heel in WWF 
AAA 7/4 card coverage; may be largest indy gate ever in U.S. 

Stan Frazier passes away 

El Canek regains UWA title from Dos Caras 

Lawler & Jeff Jarrett win USWA tag team titles from Moondogs 

Great American Bash (7/12 card coverage); Vader wins WCW title from Sting 
Question of the week results 

NWA title tournament 8/6 - 8/12 line-up announced for Japan 
Hogan in the news with rumors of NJPW signing 
Real names, agest, sports background of all WWF & WCW performers 
WAR announces first major show on 9/15 with major WWF stars 
Morale in WCW at horrible level 

Titan’s WBF in jeopardy 

Dangerous Danny McShain passes away 

Sexual misconduct update with 15 year old “Barney” 

WCW Great American Bash (7/18 results) 

Missy Hyatt & Jason Hervey injured in hit & run 
Natural Disasters win WWF titles from Money Inc. 

Penthouse has Vince McMahon story 

Various rumors running rampant about talent jumping sides 

A look at the current steroid situation 

WWA Mexican promotion in L.A. may have killed the golden goose 

WHO comes out with guidelines on HIV & bleeding in sports 

Joe Pedicino & Boni Blackstone given notice by Channel 69 wrestling block 

Ron Simmons wins WCW title from Vader 8/2 after Sting injury angle 
Penthouse story reviews; an in-depts analysis on the issues 
WWA promotion seemingly done with AAA 


53 



Issue Date (pages) 
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1992 

Sept. 1 (10) 


Sept. 7 (10) 


Sept. 8 (20)** 
Double issue price 


Sept. 21 (10) 


Sept. 28 (10) 


Oct. 5 (10) 


Oct. 12 (10) 


Oct. 19 (10) 


Pat Patterson to return to WWF 
McMahon & Jarrett form working relationship 
Political situation in Mexico heats up 
WCW morale may have sunk even lower 
Talent movement rumors 
3 world title changes in Japan: 

-Masa Chono wins NWA tourney over Rick Rude 8/12 
-Great Muta wins IWGP title from Choshu 8/16 
-Misawa wins Triple Crown from Stan Hansen 8/22 
Dave’s Japan trip V highlights 

Dollars, Sense & Reality: The True State of WCW 

Flair wins WWF title from Savage 9/1 

WCW Clash of Champions XX 9/2 card coverage 

Road Warriors finished as a team; Hawk quits after SummerSlam 

SummerSlam (8/29 card coverage); Bulldog wins IC title from Bret Hart 
Multi Channel News publishes article on decline of wrestling PPV buys 
Best matches of the 90s 

Looking at the Tokyo wrestling scene (8/10 - 8/23 card coverage) 

Dollars, Sense & Reality (An update just one week later) 

Tension at WCW has reached unheard of levels 
Lots of talent movement in Mexico 

Hachiro Tanaka ($ behind NOW, WAR & PWF) growing tired of wrestling 
Shane Douglas debuts in WCW 

Major changes and turmoil in WCW 

*TV ratings hit record lows, talent shake-up and changes, meetings with Sting, Steiners & 
Rick Rude, Pillman dispute settled, light heavyweights on hold 
Dustin Rhodes & Barry Windham win NWA tag team titles from Gordy & Williams 
Several newcomers debut on WWF TV 

Rick Steiner undergoes surgery 

Roy Shire & Roy Heffernan pass away 

NJPW 9/23 card coverage 

Takada wins UWFI title 9/21 from Gary Albright 

JYD wins USWA title from Eddie Gilbert 

GWF loses Dallas TV 

Details on WCW contracts 

WWF returns from another successful European tour 
Steiner Brothers all over the news 

Pro Wrestling Fujiwara-Gumi (10/4 Tokyo card coverage) 

Kerry Von Erich sentenced 10/1 
A lot of uncertainty behind the scenes in EMLL 
Eddie Gilbert disappears from USWA 

Bret Hart wins WWF title from Ric Flair 10/12 in Saskatoon 
Status of U.S.’s three biggest babyfaces in question 
Expect a noticeable product mix change in WWF TV 
Louis Acocela (Gino Brito/Louis Cerdan) arrested on extortion 
Eddie Guerrero to debut in AAA as a face 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1992 

Oct. 26 (10) 


Nov. 2 (10) 


Nov. 9 (10) 


Nov. 16 (10) 


Nov. 23 (10) 


Nov. 30 (10) 


Dec. 7 (10) 


Dec. 14 (10) 


Changes and uncertainty surround WWF 

Steiners have falling out with WCW 

Flair out of action with serious ear injury 

Money Inc. wins WWF titles from Natural Disasters 11/13 

Matt Borne to debut in WWF as Doink the Clown 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/25 card coverage) 

Flair ear injury update 

Road Warrior Animal gives notice to WWF 

AJPW has 100th consecutive Tokyo sellout 

Shawn Michaels captures Intercontinental title from British Bulldog 10/27 
WCW president Bill Shaw calls meeting about declining ratings 
Many layoffs in WWF front office 
WWF top line roster in state of continual flux 

Future of Sandy Barr’s promotion to be decided at next Oregon commission meeting 
Rey Mysterio Jr. wins Mexican welterweight title from Fantasma 

Jake Roberts checks into Betty Ford Clinic 

Lou Thesz issues challenge on behalf of Nobuhiko Takada 

Joe Dusek passes away 

Bill Watts first 5 months vs. Kip Frey’s first 5 months 
Oregon Boxing & Wrestling Commission meeting postponed 
Hawk & Kensuke Sasaki to be the new Road Warriors in Japan 
The Mountie officially gone from WWF 

Ultimate Warrior & British Bulldog quit WWF 
Jumbo Tsuruta hospitalized 

WWF SNME 10/27 (aired 11/14) XXXI card coverage 
Dennis Koslowski to debut for UWFI 

Rock N’ Roll Express win Smoky Mountain Wrestling tag team titles from Heavenly Bodies 
Paul Orndorff debuts in WCW 

Clash of Champions XXI (11/18 card coverage); Steamboat & Douglas win tag team titles 

Tenryu appears in main event of New Japan show 

Scott Norton & Tony Halme win IWGP tag team titles from Steiners 

Black Magic wins CMLL title from Rayo de Jalisco Jr. 

WWF Survivor Series (11/25 card coverage) 

A look at Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
Freddy Miller passes away 
Aja Kong wins WWWA title from Bull Nakano 
Steiners released from WCW 

Hell freezes over...Jerry Lawler signs with WWF! 

Misawa & Kawada win 17th annual AJPW tournament 

Measurable interest levels & average attendance based on who holds the titles 

Eddie Guerrero unmasks and debuts in AAA 

Rumors of Dusty Rhodes being released 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1992 

Dec. 21 (10) 


Dec. 28 (10) 


WWF/Lawler update 

WWF announces USA Network schedule 

WWF 12/21 San Francisco card coverage 

Rumors of a WCW booking committee 

EMLL business worsens due to all the AAA raids 

Steiners debut in WWF, Jim Duggan gives notice 

U.S. Justice Dept, turns up heat on WWF 

Nailz fired by WWF; has physical altercation with Vince 

Dave’s personal 1992 Observer Award nominees 

Hawk wins his first singles title (the CWA title) from Rambo 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1993 

Jan. 4(10) 


Jan. 15 (10) 


Jan. 20 (20)** 
Double issue price 
*cover date error 
says Jan. 20/92 


Jan. 25 (10) 
*cover date error 
says Jan. 25/92 


Feb. 1 (10) 


Feb. 8 (10) 


Feb. 15 (10) 


Feb. 22 (10) 


March 1 (10) 


Starcade ‘92 12/28 card coverage 
Jesse Ventura interview by Mike Tenay 
Motoshi Okuma passes away 

Status of Flair in WWF subject of lots of speculation 
Jeff Jarrett wins Southern title from Brian Christopher 

Ric Flair to return to WCW 

Hogan ends silence with one hour Miller & Company interview 
Vader wins WCW title from Ron Simmons 12/30 

NJPW Tokyo Dome 1/4 card coverage — Great Muta wins NWA title from Chono 
Japan card coverage from Jan. 2-6 

1992 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 
Milwaukee Clash 1/13 card coverage 
Hogan presents another steroid story in Buffalo news 
WWF revamps cable line-up 

Dustin Rhodes wins U.S. title from Rick Steamboat 1/11 

Rick Rude out with neck injury 

Dynamite Kid returns to wrestling in England 

Ric Flair update 

Paul E. Dangerously fired by WCW 

Continuing controversy regarding status of Rick Rude 

Heavenly Bodies win Smoky Mountain Wrestling titles from Rock N’ Roll Express 

Royal Rumble 1/24 card coverage 

Flair still not signed by WCW 

Jim Cornette to return to TBS 

Kerry Von Erich apprehended on drug charge 

WWF Superstars 1/25 taping highlights 

Number of wrestlers finishing up in WWF 

Andre the Giant obituary issue 

Flair finally signs with WCW 

Brutus Beefcake returns to WWF 

Tentative plans for more WWF vs. USWA matches 

Bill Watts and Jim Ross loss of power in WCW — Huge booking committee put in 

Hogan to return at WrestleMania 

Flair yet to receive written release from WWF 

Jim Hellwig to file lawsuit vs. WWF 

Andre update 

Canadian Vampire wins UWA title from Canek 1/31 
Bill Watts resigns 

Eric Bischoff named Executive Producer of WCW TV 
Vince & Linda McMahon file lawsuits for negative press 
Flair contract finalized 

Vader signs one of the most lucrative per-event contracts in history with UWFI 
Talent roster shake-ups expected in WCW 

Death of a Dynasty — Kerry Von Erich obituary issue 
Superbrawl III 2/29 card coverage 
Barry Windham wins NWA title from Great Muta 
McMahon sues Kevin Wacholz (Nailz) 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1993 

March 8 (20)** 
Double issue price 


March 15 (10) 


March 22(10) 


March 29(10) 


April 5 (10) 


April 12 (10) 
to Hogan 


April 19 (10) 
*cover date error 
says April 19/92 


April 26(10) 


Jim Ross resigns from WCW 

Flair & Hogan return to WCW & WWF respectively 

Jumbo Tsuruta released from hospital after 2 weeks 

Akira Maeda to undergo surgery as is Razor Ramon 

Shawn Michaels separates shoulder 

Detailed look at WWF vs. Hellwig lawsuit 

Detailed look at WWF vs. New York Post & Irv Mushnick lawsuit 
Heavy Metal wins Mexican Welterweight title from Rey Mysterio Jr. 

Japan Super Show PPV review (taped 1/4) 

Big Van Vader signs four-year deal with WCW 

Brian Pillman & Steve Austin win tag team titles form Steamboat & Shane Douglas 
Owen Hart & Ted DiBiase both injured 

Atsushi Onita hospitalized with various internal infections from Osaka match 

Dino Bravo murdered in Montreal 

Sing wins WCW title from Vader 3/11 

Hellwig drops lawsuit vs. WWF, update on other lawsuits 

Jim Ross backstage at WWF show 

Several new faces expected in WWF 

Kurt Von Brauner passes away 

Vader wins WCW title from Sting 3/17 in Dublin 

USWA draws biggest house in years to see Undertaker vs. Giant Gonzales 
Hogan to work Japan 

Cauliflower Alley Club banquet 3/20 notes 
Talk of possible 4th wrestling office in Mexico City 

Jim Ross to debut with WWF 
Wally Karbo passes away 

Major talk in dressing room is U.S. Justice Dept, investigation of Titan Sports 

Keiji Muto out 3 months with knee injury 

Oregon introduces 2 new bills re: regulating pro wrestling 

WrestleMania IX 4/4 card coverage — Yokozuna wins WWF title from Bret Hart, then loses 

All Japan women 25th anniversary All Star Dream Slam 4/2 card coverage 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling 4/2 card coverage 
4/2 Hollie & Lacey Adkisson benefit card coverage 
Lots of debuts in WWF 

“The Von Erichs: An American Tragedy” New York News story 
All Japan women Dream Slam II4/11 card coverage 
Marco Moreno resigns as EMLL booker 
Tully Blanchard to return to WCW 

WCW returns to Madison Square Garden — 4/14 card coverage 

Reports of Kevin Von Erich holding up GWF promoter on nieces’ benefit show 

Steroid law clarification 

4/12 Monday Night Raw draws Clash-like rating 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1993 

May 3 (10) 


May 10 (10) 


May 17 (10) 


May 24 (10) 


May 31 (10) 


June 7(10) 


June 8(10) 


June 21 (10) 


June 28 (10) 


Mexico City-based AAA to draw largest North American crowd — a look at its rise 

4/24 Vader vs. Cactus Jack match brutal 

Hansen captures 1993 Champion Carnival 

Extreme gimmick matches...where is this all leading to? 

EMLL top 4 faces out of action 
Jim Ross influence shows on TV 

Two of the largest crowds in pro wrestling history take place 
AAA 4/30 Triple Mania & Fukuoka Dome 5/3 card coverage 
Hogan interview after Dome show big news in Japan 
Sam Muchnick undergoes heart surgery 
Paul Heyman talking about new promotion he is involved in 

Onita vs. Terry Funk FMW 5/5 barbed wire explosive match coverage 

Vader debuts for UWFI in Japan 

SMW 5/9 Volunteer Slam II card coverage 

Several newcomers to WWF including Johnny Polo & Adam Bomb 

Slamboree card not looking good; a look why 

Marty Jannetty wins Intercontinental title from Shawn Michaels 5/17 

Stan Lane loses SMW loser leaves town match; Heavenly Bodies breaking up 

Lots of talk from 5/14 & 5/15 ECW shows 

Warlord in court over steroid charges 

A Current Affair runs piece on wrestling 

NJPW sues Vader & UWFI 

WCW Slamboree ‘93 (5/23 card coverage) 

Major structure change in WCW imminent 

Jeff Jarrett & Eddie Marlin injured in truck accident 

Jaguar Yokota to enter amateur wrestling 

Vince McMahon resigns as president of Titan Sports 
Mid year Wrestling Observer Newsletter award leaders 
Major talk is on feds investigating Titan & future of WCW 
Sandy Barr evicted from Portland Sports Arena 
Former ring boy Tom Cole files lawsuit 

Update on Vince McMahon resignation 
WCW announces new drug policy 
Jumbo Tsuruta’s career is over 
Shawn Michaels regains Intercontinental title 6/6 

WWF King of the Ring (6/13 card coverage); Yokozuna wins WWF title from Hulk Hogan 
Pegasus Kid wins NJPW Top of the Super Junior tournament 
An update on WCW drug policy 
Vader hospitalized 

A look at WCW and its problems 

WCW Clash of Champions XXIII (6/16 card coverage) 

Hogan’s future is up in the air; pulls himself from SummerSlam 

Don Kent & Dave Peterson pass away 

Tod Gordon 6/19 Summer Sizzler card coverage 

Money Inc. win & lose WWF tag team titles from Steiners on house shows 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1993 

July 5 (10) 


July 12 (10) 


July 19 (10) 


July 26 (10) 


Aug. 2 (10) 


Aug. 9 (10) 


Aug. 16 (10) 


Aug. 23 (10) 


WCW rumors running rampant 

Hogan making final WWF appearances after 9 1/2-year run 
Much talk in the dressing rooms about the future of the WWF 
Major political scandal in Japan involving Antonio Inoki 
Roddy Piper makes surprise appearance on AAA card 

Antonio Inoki scandals hit the Japanese press 

Luger elevated for “Stars & Stripes Challenge” after Hogan pulls out 

Appears WWF secondary goal is striking back at those who have crossed them 

Ron Skoler starting new promotion; International Wrestling Council 

Brazo de Plata wins CMLL world title from Black Magic 

Jerry Lawler wins USWA title from Owen Hart 

WCW exposes long-term plans with advanced TV tapings including title changes 
Carlos Colon announces retirement 
Riki Choshu suffers torn Achilles tendon 
Many newcomers to WWF 

WCW Beach Blast (7/18 card coverage); Flair wins NWA title from Windham 

WCW & WWF booking positions may change 

Love Machine loses hair 7/16 to Blue Panther in front of 20,000 

FMW & W*ING apparently working together 

Brian Lee wins SMW title from Tracy Smothers 

Sensational Sherri fired by WWF 

Hell freezes over again: Jim Cornette & Heavenly Bodies in WWF 
Believed that WCW to be making major announcement on booker position 
NWA convention 9/3; most important topic is status of NWA title 
Part two of Love Machine heel turn continues involving Eddie Guerrero 
IWC releases line-up for first AAA-based cards in the U.S. 

WCW reverts back to booking committee 
The Destroyer retires: brief career recap 

World Wrestling Network debuts in Texas with Paul Heyman as booker 
WCW holds comprehensive drug test for steroids & street drugs 
WWF magazine publishes article to tell “true set of facts” since 1991 scandals 
How does Cornette & Heavenly Bodies in WWF affect SMW? 

WWF to make major roster cuts 

New Japan runs major shows seven consecutive nights; highlights 

Verne Gagne declares bankruptcy 

Tatsumi Fujinami wins 3rd annual G-l Climax 

Jurassic Powers become first team to stop the Hell Raisers 

Carlos Colon defeats Terry Funk in advertised retirement match 

First casualty of WCW advanced TV tapings is Hawk 

SMW establishes itself: promotion review 
Clash of Champions XXIV (8/18 card coverage) 

SMW Fire on the Mountain II (8/14 card coverage) 

AAA 8/28 card looks to be drawing biggest U.S. gate of the year 
UWFI draws sellout on 8/13 in million dollar range 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1993 

Aug. 30(10) 


Sept. 6 (10) 


Sept. 13 (10) 


Sept. 20 (10) 


Sept. 27 (10) 


Oct. 4(10) 


Oct. 11 (10) 


Oct. 18 (10) 


U.S. wrestling business shows signs of recovery 

Terry Gordy passes out at Narita Airport 

Gene Okerlund appears to be severing ties with WWF 

Vince lives out fantasy as a heel at Mid South Coliseum on 8/23 

FMW Nishinomiya Stadium card coverage 

SMW draws company record house 8/20 in Knoxville 

Love Machine & Eddie Guerrero debut as heel team 

AAA threatens to be biggest promotion in North America 
WWF SummerSlam ‘93 (8/30 card coverage) 

AAA 8/28 card coverage 

Mitsuhiro Matsunaga jumps from W*ING to FMW 

Feud between Sandy Barr & Oregon commissioner Bruce Anderson continues 
Dustin Rhodes wins U.S. title from Rick Rude 

News from the NWA annual convention 
NJPW taking Vader to court 

Stan Hansen & Ted DiBiase win PWF & International tag team titles 
Lex Luger injured in match vs. Shawn Michaels and is flown home 
Sid Vicious walks out of WCW 

WWF/U.S. Justice Dept, allegations hit the press 

WCW alerted that NWA wants smooth transfer of NWA belt off Flair 

Tod Gordon & Eddie Gilbert sever ties in ECW 

AAA shocked everyone with its U.S. house show success 

Quebecers win WWF titles from Steiners 

Shawn Michaels walks out on WWF 
WCW Fall Brawl (9/19 card coverage) 

-Rude pins Flair to win “world” title 

-Nasty Boys win WCW tag team titles from Arn Anderson & Paul Roma 
Steiners & Doink the Clown (Matt Borne) taken off of booking sheets 
NWA attempting restraining order against WCW Flair vs. Rude match 
ECW 9/18 Philadelphia show much talked-about 

Razor Ramon wins Intercontinental title from Rick Martel 

Shinya Hashimoto wins IWGP title from Great Muta 

NOW in Japan & Sandy Barr in Oregon appear to be on brink of disaster 

A look at the upcoming Ultimate Fighting event in Denver 

Pancrase debuts in Japan on 9/21 to a 7,000 sellout 

WWF Survivor Series in Boston sells out in record fashion 

EMLL celebrates its 60th anniversary 

Bret Hart makes controversial remarks on radio sports show 

A look at the differences in the crowds of AAA vs. WWF 

Sabu debuts for ECW and comes out the star of the promotion 

Too Cold Scorpio & Marcus Bagwell win WCW tag team titles from the Nasty Boys 

UWFI Shootfighting PPV (10/4 card coverage and a look at the promotion) 

Hogan makes media blitz for Mr. Nanny 

Randy Savage wins unified USWA title from Lawler with McMahon as manager 
WWF problems with Shawn Michaels seem to be resolved 


61 



Issue Date (pages) 
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1993 

Oct. 25 (10) 


Nov. 1 (10) 


Nov. 8 (10) 


Nov. 15 (10) 


Nov. 22 (10) 


Nov. 29 (10) 


Dec. 6 (10) 


Dec. 20 (10) 


Randy Savage blasts Hulk Hogan on Jim Ross WWF Radio show 
Steroid story involving unnamed pro wrestlers surface in Atlanta murder case 
Inoki allegations in Japan papers as part of gun smuggling ring from U.S. 
Terry Gordy to miss AJPW Real World tag tournament 
Jeff Jarrett debuts in WWF as Double J 

Halloween Havoc “Spin the Wheel, Make a Deal” 10/24 card coverage 
Vader vs. Cactus Jack exemplifies dangerous trend; a look at high risks 
More notes from Hogan/Savage fallout 
Nasty boys regain WCW tag team titles 
El Espectro & Emil Dusek pass away 

Sid Vicious & Arn Anderson in violent hotel fight in England 
Oro passes away in match in Mexico 

Long Island newspaper runs story on WWF steroid investigation 
Wrestling returns to Amarillo; Terry Funk (10/28 card coverage) 

Update on last week’s headlines 

Keiji Muto & Hiro Hase win NJPW Super Grade tag tournament 

Pinky George passes away 

Pancrase continues to be hot, sells out in Kobe 

Mr. Perfect & Bam Bam Bigelow pulled from WWF booking sheets 

Jerry Lawler indicted on second degree rape & sodomy 
WCW Clash of Champions XXV (11/10 card coverage) 

UFC I: The Beginning (11/12 card coverage); Royce Grade wins 
Many promotions facing grave PR problems; a look at the current scene 
AAA second trip to U.S. an overwhelming success (11/12 card coverage) 
ECW November to Remember 11/13 sets new company record 

McMahon, Titan face steroid indictments 
A look at the key points in the trial and steroid history in WWF 
Lawler expected to be cleared of all charges as case takes bizarre turn 
Rufus R. Jones passes away 

Sid Vicious & Arn Anderson suspended without pay 

Hulk Hogan named as unidentified grand jury witness vs. Vince 
WWF Survivor Series (11/24 card coverage) 

Survivor Series may be Bobby Heenan’s last show 

Masakatsu Funaki submits Maurice Smith in overflow Pancrase Tokyo show 
Biggest surprise on 11/28 W*ING show involved the Gilberts 
Indiana drops charges against Lawler 
Edouard Carpentier files suit vs. WWF 

Lethal Larry Cameron passes away in Europe 
Akira Hokuto retires 

Takada vs. Vader draws 46,000+ in Tokyo 
Supreme Court ruling affects Titan case 
Davey Boy Smith, Sid Vicious fired by WCW 
Hennig & Heenan leave WWF 

Misawa & Kawada win AJPW World Strongest League tournament 
Riot in SMW 

Hearings in Oregon, but it gets more bizarre 
Hank Renner passes away 

Corazon de Leon wins NWA middleweight title from Mano Negra 
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Issue Date (pages) 
1993 

Dec. 27 (10) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


Ted Turner addresses all wrestling employees for first time 

A look back at 1993 

Tokyo Sports awards 

Televisa cancels EMLL 

More on Davey Boy Smith firing 

Lawler regains USWA unified title from Jarrett 

Madusa, as Aludra Blayze wins WWF womens title 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1994 

Jan. 3 (10) 


Jan. 10 (10) 


Jan. 17 (22)** 
Double issue price 


Jan. 24 (10) 


Jan. 31 (10) 


Feb. 7 (10) 


Feb. 14 (10) 


Feb. 21 (10) 


Flair wins WCW title from Vader — Ric Flair career history 
Starcade 12/27 card coverage 

Canek regains UWA title from Vampiro Casanova 12/19 
Hurricane Castillo Sr. passes away 

Antonio Pena heading to Japan to negotiate talent deal for AAA 

Update on Starcade numbers 
NJPW 1/4 Battlefield ‘94 card coverage 
Super Luchas magazine year end awards 
Sports Illustrated has article on Bart Vale 
J.C. Dykes & Spaceman Frank Hickey pass away 

1993 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 
Jerry Lawler court update 
Most world title reigns in history 

Davey Boy Smith wanted in Calgary over alleged bar fight 

Nasty Boys have civil charge filed for assault 

Rambo may file suit against Love Machine over December shoot 

Mr. Pogo wins Brass Knux title from Atsushi Onita in FMW 

1-2-3 Kid & Marty Jannetty win WWF tag team titles from Quebecers 

Comparison of house show business for the big four 

More cooperation of the major offices in 1994 

WCW signs Zane Bresloff— WWF’s leading house show promoter 

Sam Menacker passes away 

1-2-3 Kid suffers serious leg injury 

Dusty Rhodes resigns as WCW booker 
Royal Rumble 1/24 card coverage 

Arn Anderson files suit against Sid Vicious over England stabbing incident 

UWA & EMLL wrestling union break up 

London tabloid has story on Dynamite Kid 

Lots of commission problems in Washington & Oregon 

Hogan to WCW rumors flying 

Clash of Champions XXVI 1/27 card coverage 

WWF holds press conference in Tokyo announcing tour 

More on Lawler & Anderson lawsuits 

Weekly Pro Wrestling year end awards 

Chris Jericho & Lance Storm in SMW filming videos 

Kevin Sullivan debuts in WCW, Michael Hayes quits 

ECW puts on house show of the year 2/5 in Philadelphia 

Major political change in Mexico, AAA & UWA agree to work together 

Tenryu to face Onita in WAR vs. FMW Sumo Hall show 

Hell Raisers win IWGP titles from Jurassic Powers 

Eddie Gilbert wins USWA unified title from Jerry Lawler 

Terra Rizing debuts in WCW 

SMW’s “Sunday Bloody Sunday” sets own gate record 2/13 
Lots of WCW news from their quarterly tapings 
Missy Hyatt fired by WCW 

New York Daily News runs story on Titan’s legal troubles 
Pretty Atom (first midget world champion) passes away 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1994 

Feb. 28 (10) 


March 7 (10) 


March 21 (20)** 
Double issue price 


March 28 (10) 


April 4(10) 


April 11 (10) 


Hogan virtually WCW-bound 
Superbrawl IV 2/20 card coverage 

UWFI runs one of the biggest grandstand angles in recent history 

Another bizarre turn in Lawler rape case 

Rambo vs. Love Machine suit covered in The Oregonian 

WCW stars make mainstream TV exposure 

Marty Jannetty fired by WWF 

Jerry Lawler court case settled 

Antonio Inoki & Satoru Sayama announce retirement 

Jim Ross’ contract not to be renewed by WWF 

UWFI grandstand offer draws response and controversy 

Line-up for UFC II released 

Lawler planning big “Memphis Memories” card 

Jim Crockett runs first TV taping for World Wrestling Network 

Ric Flair named head of the booking committee 

Rumor of $2 million offer to Tonya Harding by All Japan Women 
WrestleMania around the corner — news on this year’s event 
Japan TV situation is going through major negative change 
AAA 3/12 card coverage — largest gate in U.S. in 1994 so far 
USWA 3/7 Memphis Memories card coverage 
SMW 3/10 card coverage — WWF stars appear 
UFC II No Way Out 3/11 card coverage 
Ronnie Etchison & Eddie Creachman pass away 

WrestleMania X 3/20 card coverage — Bret Hart wins WWF title from Yokozuna 

Cactus Jack loses ear in match vs. Vader in Germany 

Vince McMahon drops lawsuit vs. Phil Mushnick 

Tonya Harding update 

AJPW TV situation gets worse 

Satoru Sayama to return to the ring 

Brian Pillman contract up in the air in WCW 

Vince McMahon steroid trial weeks away — viewpoint on the trial 

Hogan starts damage control on what may come out in McMahon trial 

All Japan women Wrestling Queendom II 3/27 card coverage 

Mitsuharu Misawa suffers neck injury — out of Champion Carnival 

Editorial on pro wrestling media 

Canek ties Flair’s record for most world title reigns 

Rick Rude regains WCW International title from Hiro Hase 

Tatsumi Fujinami wins IWGP title from Shinya Hashimoto 
Missy Hyatt files sexual harassment suit vs. WCW 
Thunder in Paradise airs 

Seems all isn’t dead in regards to Tonya Harding & All Japan women 
Heavenly Bodies lose loser leaves SMW to Rock N’ Roll Express 
EMLL signs deal with California promoter Kurt Lauer 

UWFI 4/3 card coverage; Terry Gordy has first match in 8 months after coma scare 
Anibal passes away 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1994 

April 18 (10) 


April 25 (10) 


May 2 (10) 


May 9 (10) 


May 16 (10) 


May 26 (10) 


May 30 (10) 


June 6(10) 


U.S. Justice Dept, drops one charge vs. Titan Sports 

Tonya Harding signs one-match deal with All Japan women 

WCW officials expected to come to agreement with Hogan 

Status of Brian Pillman & Steve Austin in WCW has to be considered murky 

UWA & AAA run interpromotional matches 

Jesse Ventura lawsuit verdicts vs. WWF 

Spring Stampede 4/17 card coverage — Sting wins lnt’1 title from Rick Rude 
Hogan reaches agreement with WCW 

Pillman & Austin meet with WWF, also test waters with AJPW 
NJPW gamble of Super J-Cup pays off big 
Appears ECW & WCW have limited agreement 
Diesel wins Intercontinental title from Razor Ramon 

WrestleMania Revenge tour looking to set records 

Criminal indictments vs. Titan have been re-written with two new charges 

Tonya Harding will not be wrestling 

Galavision cuts wrestling in U.S. back 5 hours per week 

Feud between Rings & UWFI grows stronger 

Vader breaks wrist 

Charles Austin awarded $26.7 million injury lawsuit vs. WWF 
2 lost lawsuits in past weeks point to major problem: credibility 
NJPW 5/1 card coverage — return of Sayama 
AAA Triplemania II4/26 card coverage (card 1 of 3) 

Jake Roberts wins SMW title from Dirty White Boy 
Headshrinkers win WWF titles from Quebecers 

Atsushi Onita one of the gbiggest drawing cards in wrestling 
U.S. district judge has no decision yet on Titan pre-trial hearing 
Titan informs WCW that it won’t match Hogan’s offer 
Tatsumi Fujinami wins IWGP title from Shinya Hashimoto 
Rick Rude & Jerry Sags injured 
WWF Japan-mania tour appears to be a big flop 

WCW Slamboree still without main events two days away 

WWF four-show tour of Japan a flop 

AAA Triplemania II 5/15 card coverage (card 2 of 3) 

EMLL runs 5/14 show at Olympic Auditorium — debut of Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
WWF announces date to induct Hall of Famers 

U.S. District court drops two more charges vs. Titan 

Slamboree ‘94 5/22 card coverage 

Rick Rude injured, apparently leaving WCW 

Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan win WCW titles from Nasty Boys 

JWP 5/22 card coverage — a major success 

SMW Volunteer Slam 5/20 card coverage 

Triplemania II 5/27 in Tijuana sets attendance record — card coverage 
Ray Candy passes away 

Brian Lee set to debut as heel Undertaker for WWF 
EMLL/Mexican Wrestling Federation 5/28 L.A. card coverage 
Jerry Jarrett no longer part of WWF creative team 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1994 

June 10(10) 


June 20 (10) 


June 27 (10) 


July 4 (10) 


July 11 (10) 


July 18 (12) 


Aug. 1 (24)** 
Double issue price 


Aug. 8 (12) 


Eric Bischoff to sign Disney deal 
Is the Hogan deal a bad idea for WCW? 

Cactus Jack & Maxx Payne give WCW notice 

Eddie Gilbert, Axl & Ian Rotten & The Moondogs leave USWA 

Too Cold Scorpio very outspoken towards WCW 

Hogan debuts for WCW/Brian Lee debuts for WWF 
Jushin Liger captures 1994 Top of the Super Junior tournament 
UWFI “Best in the World ‘94” tournament down to Vader vs. Takada 
Induction of The Assassin in Hall of Fame causes some controversy 
Vampiro Canadiense looking into jumping from EMLL to AAA 

WCW airs wrong TV show a week earlier giving away plans 
King of the Ring 6/19 card coverage — all hail “The King of Harts” 

Tonya Harding to appear on Sandy Barr card 

Great Sasuke announces retirement 

TV ratings after Hogan signing can’t be viewed as positive 

Jury selection for Titan trials about to begin 
Horrible week for wrestling in North America 

Clash of the Champions XXVII 6/23 card coverage — Flair wins WCW title from Sting 
Sandy Barr show featuring Tonya Harding & AAA talent a bomb 
Subtle changes in WWF product to lessen violence on TV 
WWF runs uncharacteristic house show program 6/25 in Montreal 

Titan steroid trial underway — coverage of the trial to date 
Joey Marella passes away 

Bret makes comments on Hogan on radio talk show 
WCW live show on 7/9 to debut fan call-in gimmick 

Unexpected title change on SMW Summer Blast tour due to Jake Roberts AWOL 
Major break-up of UWA/AAA promotional combination — many talent raid attempts 
Bobby Bonales passes away 
The Gangstas debut in SMW 

Titan steroid trial coverage 

WCW officials celebrating after live 7/9 show 

7/6 Pancrase show features lots of surprises 

George “Crybaby” Cannon passes away 

NJPW & AAA reach talent agreement 

Jim Cornette must be pulling his hair out in SMW 

McMahon, Titan: Not Guilty — Major trial coverage 

Hogan wins WCW title from Ric Flair — Bash at the Beach 7/24 card coverage 

AAA returns to the U.S. with cards in Chicago & New York 

ECW 7/16 show wildly ends with ring filled with chairs 

Sid Vicious wins unified USWA title from Jerry Lawler 

Sandy Barr folds his promotion 

New Japan Grade-One (G-l) Climax to begin 
SMW to break their all time attendance record 
Steroid trial aftermath 

AAA & Ron Skoler’s IWC have upcoming big show in L.A. 

Jim Crockett’s third attempt to rejoin wrestling war 7/26 
Steve Williams wins Triple Crown from Mitsuharu Misawa 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1994 

Aug. 15 (12) 


Aug. 22 (12) 


Aug. 29 (12) 


Sept. 5 (12) 


Sept. 12 (12) 


Sept. 19 (12) 


Sept. 26 (12) 


Oct. 3 (12) 


WCW quarterly TV taping has new faces 

SMW “Night of Legends” 8/5 card coverage 

AAA’s return to L.A. a disappointment — 8/6 card coverage 

Masa Chono wins G-1 Climax 

Silver King wins CMLL title from Brazo de Plata 

Chico Casasola passes away 

National Wrestling Alliance alive and in controversy 
WWC in Puerto Rico 8/6 card coverage — a promotional revitalization 
WCW to help Ron Skoler/AAA PPV — a look at their PPV/TV future 
Road Warrior Hawk pleads guilty to assult 

Titan announces 10/21 Jacques Rougeau retirement card in Montreal 
Ashura Hara retires 
Konnan turns heel in AAA 

WCW & WWF in major crossroads this week 
Vader wins UWFI world title vs. Nobuhiko Takada 8/18 

NWA officially sanctions tournament to create new NWA champ at ECW arena 

Hogan responds to criticisms in newspaper interview 

Controversy over The Gangstas in SMW continues 

Paul Anderson & Scott Peterson pass away 

One of the most bizarre incidents happens on 7/30 card in Oregon 

Harry Smith wrestles on Stu Hart show in Calgary 

Records set at Clash of Champions XXVIII — 8/24 card coverage 
SummerSlam 8/29 card coverage — Razor Ramon wins IC title from Diesel 
ECW double-crosses NWA via Shane Douglas win 

All Japan women 8/24 card coverage — Manami Toyota wins All Pacific title 
Jim Ross through with WWF 

Professor Boris Malenko passes away — quick career retrospect 
AAA/IWC announce 11/6 card line-up 

Maybe another round of WWF vs. WCW war over building accessibility 
Situation over Tod Gordon’s NWA title tournament heats up 
Davey Boy Smith & King Kong Bundy to return to WWF 

Steve Jennum wins UFC III: The American Dream — 9/9 card coverage 

Jim Cornette arrested 

Dave’s picks for the Observer awards 

UWA in trouble, meets with AAA 

Paul Heyman comments on Observer strong regarding treatment of Benoit 

Pro wrestling and the WWF in particular in trouble 
Fall Brawl — 9/18 card coverage 
UFC: A Real Shoot? 

Chris Jericho leaves SMW 

NJPW vying for WCW talent deal over UWFI 

Superstar Billy Graham lawsuit vs. WWF settled and dropped 

Ric Flair and Jushin Liger careers in jeopardy 

Global Wrestling Federation out of business 

WCW drops Jesse Ventura with 5 months left on his contract 

First ever n-rope, barbed wire, electrified explosive hell match in FMW 

Eclectic crew at Herb Abrams UWF 9/23 show in Las Vegas 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1994 

Oct. 10 (12) 


Oct. 17 (12) 


Oct. 24 (12) 


Oct. 31 (12) 


Nov. 7 (12) 


Nov. 14 (12) 


Nov. 21 (12) 


Nov. 28 (12) 


Update on last week’s headlines with Flair & Liger 

Jim Crockett expected to sign 10-year lease to run wrestling in Dallas 

SMW airs hottest TV shows in months 

Steiners & Road Warriors rumored to WCW 

Craig Pittman of WCW trying to get into UFC III 

A look at the international scenes/promotions 

UWFI sells out Budokan Hall on 10/8, rumors of Royce Grade in the future 
Tommy Rich wins USWA title 

John Tenta heading to WCW as first of monster heels to face Hogan 
Rick Rude files suit vs. WCW 

Jacques Rougeau upcoming retirement show in Montreal could be huge 
First and last of Flair vs. Hogan series — 10/15 Oakland card coverage 
Pancrase 10/15 show a huge success 
Shawn Michaels breaks hand 

Comments on Vince McMahon cable interview with Chet Coppock 

Halloween Havoc 10/23 card coverage — Hogan pins Flair in retirement match 

Rougeau retirement show doubles the gate of Halloween Havoc 

Mexico Districto Federal Boxing & Wrestling Commission hold public meeting 

Toshiaki Kawada captures Triple Crown 10/22 from Steve Williams 

Missy Hyatt files 12-count suit vs. WCW 

UFC IV update 

Halloween Havoc results almost a disaster 
A look at AAA and the upcoming 11/6 card 
Missy Hyatt lawsuit update 

AAA also has first tour of Japan booked 11/6-11/21 

Keiji Muto & Hiro Hase win NJPW Super Grade tag tournament 

Randy Savage ends ten-year relationship with WWF 
When Worlds Collide 11/6 card coverage — PPV of the Year! 

Sabu neck injury scare in match with Chris Benoit 
Charlie Norris files suit vs. WCW 

Public Enemy win ECW titles from Cactus Jack & Mikey Whipwreck 

The new era of wrestling is here — a big look at the evolution 
UWFI Shootfighting III 11/11 card coverage 

Ultimo Dragon unifies UWA & NWA tag team titles over Corazon de Leon 

Randy Savage negotiating with WCW 

Bill Dundee returns as active wrestler to USWA 

All Japan women Big Egg Wrestling Universe tournament 11/20 card coverage — Akira 
Hokuto wins 

Clash of Champions XXIX 11/16 card coverage 

ECW vs. Dennis Coraluzzo’s NWA Philadelphia wrestling war 11/19 

AAA in Hiroshima 11/8 card coverage 

EMLL Paco Alanzo & foreign booker Victor Quinones split 

Ricky Steamboat fired by WCW 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1994 

Dec. 5 (12) 


Dec. 12 (12) 


Dec. 19 (12) 


Dec. 26 (12) 


Love Machine Art Barr found dead at home (obituary issue) 

Survivor Series — 11/23 card coverage 

Diesel wins WWF from Bob Backlund 11/26 in 8 seconds 

Update on Ricky Steamboat 

Keiji Muto & Hiro Hase capture IWGP tag team titles from Hawk & Power Warrior 

Rick Rude & Curt Henning show up in WCW 

Vince McMahon & Jacques Rougeau have major falling out 

Expect major influx of talent in WWF 

All major promotions facing questions in 1995 
Randy Savage debuts for WCW 
Art Bar funeral in Portland 

UWFI draws another sellout 11/30 at Budokan Hall 
Brian Christopher wins USWA title from Tommy Rich 
UFC to do NYE marathon 
Steve Austin suffers major knee injury 

Major changes announced for 1/25 Clash 

UWFI grandstand challenge to Rickson Gracie results in severe pounding for Yoji Anjyo 
Rumors of Antonio Inoki vs. Kimo on 1/4 
Sabu signs short-term contract with NJPW 

Mitsuharu Misawa & Kenta Kobashi win AJPW Real World tag tourney 
Tammy Fytch injured in SMW match 

UFC IV: Revenge of the Warriors — 12/6 card coverage 
Toxicology reports come back on Art Barr 
Gracie/Anjyo challenge remains huge news in Japan 
Wayne Shamrock becomes first Pancrase champion 12/17 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1995 

Jan. 2(12) 


Jan. 9 (12) 


Jan. 16 (24)** 
Double issue price 


Jan. 23 (12) 


Jan. 30 (12) 


Feb.6 (12) 


Feb. 13(12) 


WCW Starcade ‘94 (12/27 card coverage); Honky Tonk Man quits prior to match 

Who draws money? A list of all 10,000+ crowds of 1994 and analysis 

Jean Paul Levesque future in WCW up in the air 

WWF rehires Jim Ross to work in booking and producing TV 

Kama debuts in WWF as a UFC fighter character 

Rougeau situation turning into a family feud 

Report from the 1/4 Tokyo Dome show 

A review of major stories from ‘94 

UFC growth makes it biggest story to watch 

Fuerza Guerrera & Raul Reyes starting new Mexican promotion 

Yoji Anjyo holds press conference talking about Grade incident 

1994 Wrestling Observer Newsletter Awards winners 
1994 biggest shows of the year 
NJPW 1/4 card reviewed in more detail 

Weekly Pro Wrestling to hold 11 promotion card on 4/2 at the Tokyo Dome 
Dan Severn offered UWFI contract 

Rey Mysterio Jr., Psicosis, Toreny & Super Muneco suspended by AAA 

A quick look at the Hulk Hogan experiment 

Talk of Vader shooting on Hogan in upcoming series 

AAA/IWC PPV set for 4/23 postponed 

UFC V moved from Wichita to Charlotte 

UWFI 1/16 card coverage 

Lots of wrestlers believe that UFC is a work 

Jean Paul Levesque gives WCW notice he is leaving for WWF 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/22 card coverage) 

-Jeff Jarrett wins IC title from Razor Ramon 

-123 Kid & Bob Holly win tag team titles over Bam Bam Bigelow & Tatanka 
Angle to bring Ric Flair back to be at the 1/25 Clash 
Woody Strode passes away 
Ray Stevens hospitalized 
Nu Jack of The Gangstas arrested 
Weekly Pro Wrestling awards 

Crusher Jerry Blackwell passes away 

WCW Clash of Champions XXX (1/25 card coverage) 

Ray Stevens released from hospital 
Harley Race in serious car accident 

Biggest feud in Japan is between 2 largest wrestling magazines 
NJPW dojo student Hiromitsu Gumbei passes away 
Rings Battle Dimension ‘94 1/25 Budokan Hall card coverage 
SMW Super Saturday Night Fever 1/28 card coverage 

Highlights of WCW quarterly taping 
ECW TV (1/31 card coverage) 

Much talk about WCW 900 line and the new standard for sleaze 
WWF draws largest crowd since October on Montreal show 
Jerry Lawler regains USWA title from Sid Vicious 
A1 Snow debuts in SMW 

Hogan gets lots of heat over Gong Magazine interview 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1995 

Feb. 20(12) 


March 6 (12) 


March 7(12) 


March 13 (12) 


March 20(12) 


March 27(12) 


April 10 (24)** 
Double issue price 


WCW adds more pay-per-views to yearly lineup 
Details magazine has UFC story 

Japan 4/2 super show abandoning idea of foreign promotion’s involvement 
Gene Okerlund’s 900-line becomes an even hotter topic 
Ishingun vs. Heisei Ishingun feud heats up in Japan 

Eddie Gilbert, 33, dead from heart attack (obituary issue) 

WCW Superbrawl (2/19 card coverage) 

Rings runs successful show on 2/19 in Holland 

Roddy Piper appears on the card for a new promotion in Portland 

Sid Vicious debuts in WWF as Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard 

Promotions pay tribute to Eddie Gilbert 

A look ahead at the upcoming major shows 

Hogan/Vader feud has potential of surpassing Flar/Funk 

AAA 2/23 Tijuana card coverage 

Dan Severn wins NWA title from Chris Candito 

SMW Sunday Bloody Sunday card coverage 

ECW 2/25 card said to be the best in the promotion’s history 

Chris Benoit & Dean Malenko win ECW titles from Sabu & Tazmaniac 

Dick Hutton named to National Wrestling Hall of Fame 

Chris Candito & Tammy Sytch debut in WWF 

WWF announces Lawrence Taylor for WrestleMania 
Preview of the 13-promotion Tokyo Dome 4/2 card 
Stan Hansen wins Triple Crown from Toshiaki Kawada 
NBC Dateline runs piece on UFC 

Eric Bischoff in Japan, meets with Yoshiro Ishii of K-l on proposed PPV 

WWF adds 4 more yearly pay-per-views to their line-up 
AJPW & NJPW announce their matches for the 4/2 card 
UFC fills 3 vacant spots due to injuries on the 4/7 card 
Dr. Bernhardt Schwartz passes away 

Lots of behind the scenes controversy in WCW re: booking & Ric Flair 
Big John Studd passes away from cancer at 46 (obituary issue) 

WCW Uncensored (3/19 card coverage); Dustin Rhodes, Barry Darsow and Mike Graham 

fired by WCW for blading 

Major changes in hierarchy of WCW & AAA 

Brian Adams arrested on drug & illegal handgun charges 

Hell Raisers team for final time in NJPW as Animal due to return 

Senator John McCain sends letter and video to NC Governor to try to stop UFC 

WrestleMania XI (4/2 card coverage); Owen Hart & Yokozuna win tag team titles 

Weekly Pro Wrestling Tokyo 4/2 card coverage 

All sorts of shakeups in WCW over the past 10 days 

Much speculation on Steve Williams’ status after missing AJPW tour 

All Japan women 3/26 card coverage — Manami Toyota wins WWWA title 

Vader stripped of U.S. title 

Razor Ramon wins USWA title from Bill Dundee 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1995 

April 17 (12) 


April 24 (12) 


May 1 (12) 


May 8 (12) 


May 15 (12) 


May 22 (12) 


WWF WrestleMania XI buyrates sobering 

UFC V: The Return of the Beast (4/7 card coverage) 

Sabu fired by ECW 

Undertaker revitalizes cash register and morale in SMW 

UWA strikes TV deal with Channel 13 in Mexico City 

Several surprises occur on 4/8 Pancrase card 

More cuts in WCW including Ed Leslie, Joey Maggs & Steve Keirn 

Steve Austin status in WCW unclear 

A look at UFC 

ECW in turmoil; Shane Douglas loses ECW title to Sandman, puts on Raw t-shirt 
Sabu situation taking on a life of its own 

60 Minutes and Sports Illustrated consider doing steroid story on wrestling 

NJPW announces total 4/12 Fukuoka Dome card 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins AJPW Champion Carnival over Akira Taue 

New Jack again in the middle of controversy in SMW 

Eddie Guerrero & Dean Malenko tear down the house on 4/15 ECW card 

Atsushi Onita to retire after 5/5 card; a look at retirement angles 

Rickson Grade wins Vale-Tudo Japan open 4/20 

A lot taking place in Mexico with AAA & EMLL 

UWFI4/20 Nagoya card has disappointing attendance 

Sports Illustrated interviews stars for steroids piece scheduled for July 

WWF & WCW undercard guys co-existing in USWA 

Bertha Faye (Rhonda Singh/Monster Ripper) debuts in WWF 

North Korea shatters records with 340,000 fans for two shows 4/28 & 4/29, headlined by; 
-Inoki vs. Flair 
-Hashimoto vs. Scott Norton 
Sean Waltman suffers broken neck 
Guadalajara “Espectacular” 4/30 card coverage 
Flash report from NJPW Fukuoka Dome 5/3 card 
Antonio Pena says he is breaking up AAA into a series of territories 
Sports Illustrated segment on ABC results in mixed reviews & lots of talk 
Tarzan Goto, Mr. Gannosuke & Akihito Ichihara leave FMW on 5/4 
McMahon & Kevin Wacholz reach out-of-court settlement 

WCW quarterly tapings highlights; Steve Austin walks out 
Dan Severn vs. Ken Shamrock to meet in UFC 
The Sheik suffers a heart attack 

FMW 5/5 card coverage, will Onita keep his word and stay retired? 

A look at the last 14 big shows — financial, show quality & outlook for the future 
CBS “Eye on Sports” features UFC brutality 

WWF In Your House I (5/14 card coverage) 

Ilio Di Paolo passes away 

Minoru Suzuki wins King of Pancrase from Ken Shamrock 5/13 
WWF final card in Boston Gardens (5/13 card coverage) 

Mascara Ano 2000 wins IWC title from Perro Aguayo 
Bill Alfonso debuts in ECW 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1995 

May 29 (12) 


June 5 (12) 


June 12 (12) 


June 19 (12) 


June 26 (12) 


July 3 (12) 


WWF announces new drug policy 

WCW Slamboree (5/21 card coverage); Nasty Boys win WCW titles from Harlem Heat 

American Wrestling Federation debuts weekly TV show 

UFC line-up finalized 

Cien Caras wins UWA title from Konnan 

WWF strikes NBC deal 

Kensuke Sasaki & Akira Hokuto announce engagement 

WWF & WCW confident they will be profitable in 1995 after 3 years in the red 

After round 1 of one week apart, competition of the big 2...where do they stand? 

Diesel undergoes elbow surgery 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins Triple Crown from Stan Hansen 

AAA announces Triplemania line-ups 

Eric Bischoff vocally critical of UFC on broadcasts 

NBC cancels WWF deal 

Hiroshi Hase announces candidacy for House of Councilors 

Randy Hales finalizes USWA’s two biggest shows of 1995 

Ripper Savage passes away 

King of the Ring card finalized 

Sabu wins IWGP jr. title from Koji Kanemoto 

Vampiro debuts as amateur boxer 

Couple of big name cancellations on upcoming Japan cards 
Lots of rumors regarding ownership & future of ECW 
Chris Benoit has dark match tryout in WWF 

WCW announces head-to-head Monday night show Raw 
2 advance title changes leaked out at WCW TV tapings 
2 major corrections from last week’s ECW story 
USWA 6/10 Memphis Memories II card coverage 
Assault trial of Davey Boy Smith postponed 
First Triplemania show 6/10 Orizaba card coverage 

Akira Taue & Toshiaki Kawada win double tag titles from Misawa & Kobashi 
Many new faces debut in SMW 
Gordon Solie quits WCW 

WCW Great American Bash (6/18 card coverage) 

Nobuhiko Takada announces upcoming retirement 
Triplemania (part 2) 6/18 Tonala, Jalisco card coverage 
Super Astro suffers severe injury 
Amateur wrestling stars turned pro listings 

Black Belt magazine has controversial comments by Royce Grade 
Gangstas leave SMW for ECW 

WWF King of the Ring (6/25 card coverage) All hail King Mabel 

Ultimate Warrior to appear in U.S. for first time in over two years 

Weeks like this make Dave glad he’s not working for Pro Wrestling Illustrated 

Nobuhiko Takada does about-face, claims he said he was ‘planning’ to retire 

Apolo Dantes wins CMLL title from Silver King 

Hell Raisers re-unite as Animal not able to return as planned 

Grades apparently split with UFC 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1995 

July 10(12) 


July 17 (12) 


July 24 (12) 


July 31 (12) 


Aug. 7 (12) 


Aug. 14 (12) 


Aug. 21 (12) 


Aug. 28 (12) 


Preview of the upcoming Shamrock/Severn UFC match 
AAA show in L.A. just days away 

WWF files suit vs. Matt Osborne over Doink the Clown usage 

ECW a weekend full of angles 

Kazuo Yamazaki leaving UWFI for NJPW 

Oregon news dominated by the boxing and wrestling commission 

Rumors abound like crazy on WCW booking situation 

Dan Spivey debuts in WWF as Waylon Mercy 

Kevin Sullivan replaces Ric Flair as WCW booker 
Jack Tunney & Billy Red Lyons resign from WWF 
SMW finalizes its biggest show in history for 8/4 
AAA & Ron Skoler split up, head increases 
WWF making major changes in the way they do TV 

UFC VI: Clash of the Titans (7/14 card coverage) 

WCW Bash at the Beach (7/16 card coverage) 

AAA 7/14 Tijuana & 7/15 L.A. card coverage 
Wild Pegasus wins Top of the Super Junior tournament 
Shinya Hashimoto & Junji Hirata win vacant IWGP titles 
WWF fires several key executives 

Hiroshi Hase elected to House of Councilors in Japan 
WWF In Your House II (7/23 card coverage) 

-Jeff Jarrett/The Roadie quit 

Many questions asked about financial state of WWF being asked 
Lots of major news and upcoming line-ups 

World Wrestling Organization runs first U.S. show (7/22 card coverage) 

Ricky Morton fired by Smoky Mountain Wrestling & WWF 
Jeff Jarrett & The Roadie update 
WCW efforts to bring in quality workers evaporating 
WWF financial update 

World Combat Championship is the first competition for UFC 

Future of ECW on Sunshine Network & Liberty Cable in question 
Gorilla Monsoon new WWF “President,” Bill Watts hired as writer 
WCW Clash of Champions XXXI (8/4 card coverage) 

SMW Superbowl of Wrestling (8/4 card coverage) 

WCW talks with Chris Benoit, Eddy Guerrero & Dean Malenko 

Chris Benoit, Sabu, Dean Malenko & Eddy Guerrero WCW deals expected to be reached 
NJPW draws 5 consecutive nights of sellouts 
Little out officially on upcoming 9/8 UFC show 
SMW Fire on the Mountain (8/12 card coverage) 

All kinds of behind the scenes news in WWF 

Fall TV battle to bring changes to products 

Update on comings and goings of wrestlers about to jump 

UFC card update 

Chuck Austin lawsuit settled quietly 
Cactus Jack wins King of the Death Mach tournament 8/20 
Dave’s random thoughts on Observer awards favorites 
El Hijo del Santo debuts for EMLL 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1995 

Sept. 4 (12) 


Sept. 11 (12) 


Sept. 18 (12) 


Sept. 25 (12) 


Oct. 2 (12) 


Oct. 9 (12) 


Oct. 16 (12) 


UWFI & New Japan to combine show at Tokyo Dome 10/9 
SummerSlam 8/27 card coverage 

Paul Heyman announced ECW is declaring war on WCW 
Broadcasting & Cable + Multichannel News run stories on Monday Nitro 
Konnan spends time in jail for brawl in stands 

Vader & Paul Orndorff have backstage brawl 
Luger shockingly debuts on debut of Monday Nitro 
Bas Rutten wins King of Pancrase title 9/1 
Dynamite Kansai wins WWWA title from Aja Kong 8/30 
Benoit, Guerrero & Malenko debut in WCW 

First head-to-head Monday shows a disappointment 
UFC VII: The Brawl in Buffalo — 9/8 card coverage 
Marco Ruas wins tournament 

Build up for the UWFI vs. NJPW 10/9 Tokyo Dome show is hot thing in Japan 
U.S. Court of Appeals affirms original verdict in Ventura vs. WWF lawsuit 
EMLL raids Mascara Ano Dos Mil & Universo Dos Mil from AAA 
Bill Dundee and Wolfie D get into fist fight over gimmick table money 

Second Monday night battle a draw 
Lex Luger jump update 
WCW Fall Brawl — 9/17 card coverage 
WCW fires Steve Austin 

One of the biggest head-to-head battles in Mexico taking place 9/22 
AAA files suit vs. Karloff Lagarde Jr. 

Pit Bulls win ECW titles from Raven & Stevie Richards 

Major brouhaha in Montreal as Jean Pierre LaFitte refuses to job to Diesel 

Semaphore Entertainment contemplating change to UFC format 
WWF In Your House (9/24 card coverage) 

UWFI vs. NJPW (9/23 Yokohama Arena card coverage) 

First live head-to-head Monday night battle a clear victory for WWF 
All Japan women caught between WWF vs. WCW feud 
Steve Austin appears on ECW house show 

Head-to-head competition in Mexico City AAA vs. EMLL fairly uneventful 

Vince McMahon announces at wrestlers meeting that Bill Watts taking large share of 
creativity 

Antonio Pena fires Blue Panther, Fuerza Guerrera and others 
Rey Mysteroi Jr. & Psicosis trade WWA world welterweight title 
Lou Thesz breaks ties with UWFI and takes his world title belt with him 
NY Senator Roy Goodman introducing bill to ban future UFC shows 
Harlem Heat win WCW titles from American Males 

NJPW vs. UWFI (10/9 Tokyo Dome card coverage) 

New Jack has ECW dressing room altercation 
Jim Hellwig resurfaces 

Upheaval in Mexico continues with talent raids and legal entanglements 

World Combat Championship 10/7 card coverage 

All Japan women caught in WWF/WCW war has expected shake out 

Chuck Wepner claims he met with SEG to be in first UFC 

Treach Phillips passes away 
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1995 

Oct. 23 (12) 


Oct. 30 (12) 


Nov. 6 (12) 


Nov. 13 (12) 


Nov. 20 (12) 


Nov. 27 (12) 


Bill Watts quits WWF over disagreement with McMahon 

Shawn Michaels hospitalized in bar brawl 

Riki Choshu to retire 

Undertaker breaks orbital bone 

UFC Ultimate Ultimate field finalized 

Gangstas fired by ECW 

Killer Karl Krupp and Jean Kirkland pass away 

AAA expected to sign Televisa deal 
WWF In Your House (10/22 card coverage) 

-Michaels forfeits title 

-Razor Ramon wins IC title from Dean Douglas 
Update on the Michaels/Bulldog/1-2-3 kid bar fight 
UFC bracketing released. A preview of the card 
WCW informs Vader he is terminated 

In Your House buy rates scary 

Fire, lights out and fire extinguishers cause panic at ECW show 
WCW Halloween Havoc (10/29 card coverage) 

Press conference announcing Televisa taking over AAA 
2 more serious injuries in AAA; Perro Aguayo Jr. & Konnan 
Tatsumi Fujinami opens new promotion 
Jay York of The Alaskans passes away 

WCW to offer Hogan vs. Sting on Monday night wars 
WCW has marathon seven-day taping at Disney 

How are WWF and WCW stacking up against one another in PPV battle? 

EMLL and AAA scheduled to bring brutal promotional war to U.S. 

Pennsylvania Athletic Commission schedules closed door meeting re; ECW 

Pancrase draws another sellout on 11/4 

Ahmed Johnson wins USWA title from Jerry Lawler 

Public Enemy has meeting with Vince McMahon 

Vince has surprise meeting with wrestlers in Cincinnati 

WCW and WWF booking becoming battle of one-upsmanship 

New York State enacting legislation to ban UFC type shows 

UFC 2/16 update and rules change 

Pennsylvania hearing held on 11/9 re: ECW 

Cactus Jack meets with Vince McMahon 

Kensuke Sasaki wins WCW U.S. title from Sting 

Bob Meyerowitz of SEG in Japan negotiating to bring in UFC 

Federal prosecutors investigating witness tampering and obstruction of justice charges 
stemming from Titan steroid trial 

WWF Survivor Series (11/19 card coverage); Bret Hart wins WWF title vs. Diesel 
Extreme Fighting Championship (11/18 card coverage) 

Sabu returns to ECW unannounced 

NJPW announces 1/4 show line-up; may be harbinger of bad news for Americans 
IWC files $5.2 million lawsuit 
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1995 

Dec. 4 (12) 


Dec. 11 (12) 


Dec. 18 (12) 


Dec. 26 (12) 


Smoky Mountain Wrestling closes after four years 

WCW World War III (11/26 card coverage); Randy Savage wins WCW title 
UFC suffers big PPV blow, may have to battle Mike Tyson head-to-head 
SEG announces deal to run 4 Pancrase PPVs in 1996 
EMLL 11/25 L. A. card coverage 

Lawler suffers broken leg in match with Brad Armstrong 

Debate on the banning of UFC type events continues 
McMahon responds to witness tampering allegations 
WCW revamps Starcade line-up 

Manami Toyota wins WWWA title from Dynamite Kansai 
A look at the situation with various SMW talent with the promotion closing 
Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW 
Little Beaver passes away 

UFC: Ultimate Ultimate to continue in Denver; card preview 
Soldier charged in the beating of Shawn Michaels 
Misawa & Kobashi capture AJPW Real World tag tournament 
AAA 12/9 card coverage; a new standard for high risk maneuvers 
Rumors of Steve Austin to WWF 

Alundra Blayze throws WWF title in trash on WCW Nitro shocker 
UFC: Ultimate Ultimate (12/16 card coverage); Dan Severn wins tournament 
USA Today runs front page story on UFC 
WWF In Your House (12/17 card coverage) 

Village Voice goes into greater detail of witness tampering allegation 
Stu Hart tribute show (12/15 card coverage) 

Jushin Liger captures second Super J Cup 

Dr. Wagner Jr. wins CMLL light heavyweight title over Atlantis 

Ringmaster debuts in WWF 


78 



Issue Date (pages) 
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1996 

Jan. 2(12) 


Jan. 8 (12) 


Jan. 15(12) 


Jan. 22 (24)** 
Double issue price 


Jan. 23 (12) 


Jan 29 (12) 


Feb.5 (12) 


Feb. 12(12) 


To combat ratings, WWF tries for many surprising names for Royal Rumble 

Predictions by company for 1996 

Missy Hyatt’s lawsuit vs. WCW legally closed 

Gene Okerlund’s 900 hotline takes sleaze to a new level 

John Hawk gets WWF tryout 

Highlights of Vince McMahon online 12/18 

WCW Starcade ‘95 (12/27 card coverage); Ric Flair wins WCW title vs. Randy Savage 
WWF announces Vader for the Royal Rumble 

WCW reinstates blading after Bret Hart juice job done 10 days earlier 
ECW draws sellout in their New York City debut 

Aftter seven years in business, WCW turns a profit in 1995 

NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage; Takada wins IWGP title over Maeda 

Keiji Muto & Nobuhiko Takada become highest drawing feud ever 

AAA TV situation up in the air after Televisa/Antonio Pena breakdown 

Vince’s second shot at WCW a cannon as he brings up steroid testing 

Public Enemy have final ECW match 

Hogan files lawsuit vs. Minneapolis woman for extortion 

Who are the biggest drawing cards? 

Mexican political situation gets more volatile by the week 

1995 Wrestling Observer Newsletter Awards winners 
Biggest shows of 1995, including attendance, gate and highlights 
Champions roll call for 1995 

WWF/WCW wrestling war takes new twist 
Expect a week of major title changes 
Several final Royal Rumble changes over the weekend 
AAA/Televisa split resolved 

Bas Rutten vacates King of Pancrase title due to injury 
The Monday night war-how it’s changed wrestling 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/21 card coverage); Goldust wins IC title from Razor Ramon 
WCW Clash of Champions XXXII (1/23 card coverage) 

Buddy Fuller passes away-quick career recap 

Extreme Fighting was subject on Phil Donahue show 

Stan Hansen & Gary Albright win double tag titles from Kawada & Taue 

Speculation of Atsushi Onita return 

Jerry O passes away 

Every major office in U.S., Japan & Mexico agree to work a 5/18 peace card 

WWF & WCW cheap shots reach record lows 

Hogan puts over Ric Flair for the first time 

Lots of upcoming PPV notes 

Pancrase 1/28 card coverage 

NJPW Super J Cup (12/13 card coverage) 

Raven wins ECW title from Sandman 
Konnan wins U.S. title from One Man Gang 

Monday night wars get stranger: the strategy of Billionaire Ted 
Davey Boy Smith aggravated assault case going to jury 

Brian Pillman and Kevin Sullivan involved in match that may end up with Pillman fired 
Eliminators win ECW titles from Cactus Jack & Mikey Whipwreck 
WCW team meeting called for 2/7 
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1996 

Feb. 19(12) 


Feb. 26 (12) 


March 4(12) 


March 11 (12) 


March 18 (12) 


March 25 (12) 


McMahon comes out with guns blazing in Monday night war 

Superbrawl VI (2/11 card coverage); Ric Flair wins WCW title from Randy Savage 

Brian Pillman out of WCW 

Davey Boy Smith acquitted 

20/20 does piece on UFC 

Ranger Ross arrested on robbery, arson & embezzlement charges 
Konnan wins AAA world title 

A lot more to the deal where Onita shows up to Tokyo Pro show 

UFC VIII; David vs. Goliath (2/16 card coverage); Don Frye wins tournament 
WWF In Your House (2/18 card coverage) 

Tommy Morrison tests positive for HIV — wrestling consequences 

All week, some question whether UFC would take place in Puerto Rico 

WWF again unleashes Ultimate Warrior return 

Brian Pillman shows up at 2/17 ECW show 

Kawada & Taue regain double tag titles from Hansen & Albright 

Babyface side of WWF leading to WrestleMania in disarray 
-Razor Ramon & Diesel leaving 
-Ultimate Warrior & Piper in 
Advance for next UFC show at record setting clip 
Plethora of UFC related media stories 

Series of ugly incidents at arena and awards dinner in Mexico 
Super Crazy debuts in AAA 

Gay rights group gets major story critical of Goldust character 
Cactus Jack contacted to go on road early in Mankind gimmick 

Kevin Nash gives notice to WWF 

WrestleMania XII card finalized 

Sid Vicious announces he is retiring due to injuries 

Cactus Jack files suit vs. WCW over losing his ear in Germany 

UWFI & Pancrase both sell out recent shows — card results 

Lots of controversy this past week in Philadelphia with sports channel & ECW 

Johnny B. Badd quits WCW/Nasty Boys no-show/Steiners return 
Is ECW the next evolution in American wrestling? 

ECW 3/8 Queens, 3/9 Philadelphia card coverage 

AAA’s Pentagon clinically dead for 3 minutes due to drug and alcohol mixing 
Ric Flair arrested in DWI incident 

The Arizona Republic runs balanced front page story on UFC 
Brian Pillman shows up on WCW show 

The power of Hulkamania rears its ugly head 
Brian Pillman quits ECW 

WWF draws first sellout in MSG with non-PPV event in a number of years 

Line-up changes for next UFC and Pancrase shows 

NJPW bans Weekly Pro Wrestling from covering its shows 

Rey Mysterio threatens to sue Konnan for slander 

AAA 3/16 Tijuana card coverage 

Umanosuke Ueda career over after broken neck in car accident 
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1996 

April 1 (12) 


April 8 (12) 


April 15 (12) 


April 22 (12) 


April 29(12) 


May 6 (12) 


May 13 (12) 


WrestleMania hype and the history of WrestleMania 
WCW Uncensored (3/24 card coverage) 

Shinjiro Otani becomes first WCW cruiserweight champion over Wild Pegasus 
Notes on upcoming 4/26 Extreme Fighting Championship card 
WWF pulls out of World Wrestling Peace Festival event 

WWF WrestleMania XII (3/31 card coverage); Michaels wins WWF title from Bret Hart 

Bret Hart’s future in WWF in jeopardy 

Complete Peace Festival card to be announced next week 

All Japan women 3/31 Yokohama Arena card coverage 

Mankind & Marc Mero debut on WWF TV 

A look at pay-per-view 

A review of the Pancrase roster 

Wrestling war in Tijuana reaches new level of heat 

FMW announces what will surely be the biggest garbage wrestling show of 1996 
Koji Kitao gets knocked out on Universal Vale Tudo card 
Detroit news runs piece on UFC “The Ultimate Blood Sport?” 

Brian Pillman hospitalized after car accident 
Pancrase pay-per-view (4/13 card coverage) 

World Wrestling Peace Festival card announced 
USWA celebrates its 1000th show on WMC-TV 4/13 
Rayo de Jalisco Jr. wins CMLL world title from Apolo Dantes 
Update on Pentagon 
Betty Clarke passes away 

Penthouse runs article on upcoming Extreme Fighting PPV 

Brian Pillman released from hospital; has crushed ankle 

The Giant wins WCW title from Ric Flair 4/22 

Detroit court to decide on UFC event 

Marco Ruas pulls out of next UFC and returns to Brazil 

Akira Taue wins AJPW Champion Carnival over Steve Williams 

What is believed to be first wrestling lesbian angle takes place in ECW 

Abdullah the Butcher debuts for Tokyo Pro Wrestling 

USWA may move from Mid-South Coliseum to the Big Flea Market 

Shinya Hashimoto wins IWGP title from Nobuhiko Takada 4/29 
WWF In Your House (4/28 card coverage) 

Extreme Fighting Championship II (4/26 card coverage); Quebec fiasco 
Tons of maneuvering going on with Peace Festival card 
Lots of misbehaving on WWF 17-day tour of Germany 

Ray Stevens passes away at 60 (obituary issue) 

FMW draws 33,000 to outdoor spectacular (5/5 card coverage) 

U.S. District Judge denies attempt at injunction barring 5/17 UFC Detroit show 
Vittorino passes away in Mexico 

Appears USWA attempting to push Jeff Jarrett to start major run as top star 
Dean Malenko wins WCW cruiserweight title from Shinjiro Otani 
Dwayne Johnson signs to WWF developmental deal 
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1996 

May 20 (12) 


May 27 (12) 


June 3 (12) 


June 10(12) 


June 17 (12) 


June 24 (12) 


July 1 (12) 


WCW announces Monday Nitro to become two hours 

Ken Shamrock/Dan Severn match upcoming; a look at the history of shoots 

A look at the Great American Bash card 

AAA Triplemania (5/11 Chicago card coverage) 

Ray Stevens funeral 5/11 a final end of a chapter of local wrestling history 
WCW Slamboree (5/19 card coverage) 

UFC IX: Motor City Madness (5/17 card coverage); Severn & Shamrock booed 

Final appearance of Scott Hall & Kevin Nash in WWF has strange curtain call 5/19 in MSG 

Pancrase; Brawl in Budokan (5/16 card coverage) 

Juventud Geurrera wins WWA welterweight title from Rey Mysterio Jr. 

Jerry Lawler undergoing character change in USWA 

Power outage at WWF In Your House PPV (5/26 & 5/28 card coverage) 

Smoking Gunns win WWF tag titles over the Godwins 
Scott Hall debuts on Nitro 

Ted DiBiase gives WWF notice he is leaving for WCW 
Akira Taue wins Triple Crown from Mitsuharu Misawa 

Misawa & Jun Akiyama win double tag team titles from Taue & Toshiaki Kawada 
Pimpinela Escarlatta upsets La Parka for Mexican light heavyweight title 
Lots of mainstream press on ULC 
Road Warriors quit WCW 

SEG to drop the Superfight for remainder of 1996 

Titan sends legal threats to Hall & Nash 

World Wrestling Peace Lestival (6/1 L.A. card coverage) 

Brian Christopher wins USWA title from Jerry Lawler 

Eric Bischoff offers Chris Jericho contract after Peace Lestival card 

New Jack goes off on Brian Pillman on 6/11 ECW show 

Brian Pillman signs three-year deal with WWF 

WCW Wrestling Legends at the Aud Ilio DiPaolo tribute (6/7 card coverage) 

Japan press conference to announce 24-hour Fighting TV channel 

Update on the Pillman/New Jack incident 

Vince McMahon close to a deal with Ron Simmons 

Dick Murdoch passes away (obituary issue) 

Great American Bash (6/18 card coverage) 

Pancrase: Brawl in Budokan (more detailed 5/16 card coverage) 

Steve McMaichael & Kevin Greene debut in WCW 
Black Tiger wins NJPW Best of the Super Jr. 

USWA leaving Mid-South Coliseum 

Kazuo Yamazaki & Takashi Iizuka win IWGP titles from Hashimoto & Hirata 

Kiyoshi Tamura of UWFI signs with Rings 

Ivan Kalmikoff passes away 

Brian Pillman debuts on Monday Night Raw 

Titan files lawsuit vs. WCW 

WWF King of the Ring (6/23 card coverage); Austin 3:16 is born 
Dick Murdoch update 

ECW Hardcore Heaven (6/22 card coverage) 

Rhode Island rules UFC needs to be licensed 
Flex Kabana & Bart Sawyer win USWA tag titles 
Dirty White Boy debuts in WWF as T.L. Hopper 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1996 

July 8 (12) 


July 15 (12) 


July 22 (12) 


July 29 (12) 


Aug. 5 (12) 


Aug. 14 (12) 


Aug. 19 (24)** 
Double issue price 


Ultimate Warrior’s status in WWF in question 
A review of Olympic athletes who turned to pro wrestling 
WCW Northeastern Invasion tour something of a mixed bag 
Rikidozan memorial (6/30 Yokohama Arena card coverage) 

Tarzan Yamamoto resigns from Weekly Pro Wrestling 
Strong behind the scenes going on regarding Kawada & AJPW 
Taz upset with comments by Paul Varelans 

Tom Brandi, Tracy Smothers, Bill Irwin, Jim Neidhart debut with new gimmicks 

Bash at the Beach (7/7 card coverage); Hulk Hogan turns heel 
Flair wins U.S. title from Konnan 

UFC forced to move PPV to Alabama after RI court ruling 
Japan Vale Tudo (7/7 card coverage) 

Bas Rutten & Leon Dyjk in car accident 

Rey Mysterio Jr. wins cruiserweight title from Dean Malenko 

UFC X: The Tournament (7/12 card coverage); Mark Coleman beats Don Frye 
AAA 7/14 Tijuana (card coverage) 

Matthew Annis, the nephew of Bret Hart, passes away 
The line between shooting and working growing thinner 

WWF International Incident (7/21 card coverage) 

WAR very ambitious announcing two back-to-back shows at Sumo Hall 
AAA Triplemania (7/15 Madero card coverage) 

UFC buy rate falls to .43; a look at why 

Appears Tarzan Yamamoto resignation not the end of NJPW issues 
Legitimate heat between younger and older Mexican wrestlers coming to a head 
Yuki Kondo wins Pancrase; Neo-Blood tournament 7/22 & 7/23 
Larry Hamilton (The Missouri Mauler) passes away 

WWF vs. WCW 1995 vs. 1996 comparisons 

Kenta Kobashi wins Triple Crown from Akira Taue 7/24 

Herb Abrams passes away 

WWF 7/25 San Francisco card coverage 

Olympic wrestlers update 

Steiners & Harlem Heat trade WCW tag team titles 

Tremendous heat on Jim Cornette over Anaheim match involving Michaels 
Tons of publicity on Mark Henry starting soon 

A detailed look at New Japan Pro Wrestling history 
NJPW 8/2 - 8/5 card coverage — Dave in Japan 
Great Sasuke wins J-Crown (8 titles) from Ultimo Dragon 
Riki Choshu wins G-l Climax 8/6 
Jeff Jarrett quits USWA 

Jushin Liger to undergo brain surgery to remove tumor 
Ahmed Johnson has emergency kidney surgery 

WCW Hog Wild (8/10 card coverage); Hogan wins WCW title from The Giant 

Observer Hall of Fame inductees; inaugural edition 

ECW in conjunction with IWA runs two shows in Japan 

FMW 8/1 Shiodome card coverage 

All Japan women 8/4 Korakuen Hall card coverage 

All Japan women follow-up with two shows at Budokan Hall 8/12 & 8/13 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1996 

Aug. 26 (12) 


Sept. 2 (12) 


Sept. 9 (12) 


Sept. 16 (12) 


Sept. 23 (12) 


Sept. 30 (12) 


Oct. 7(12) 


WWF considering weekly Saturday Night PPV 
WWF SummerSlam (8/18 card coverage) 

WCW Clash of the Champions XXXIII (8/15 card coverage) 

Health update on Ahmed Johnson & Jushin Liger 
King of Pancrase 8/16 PPV review 

Giant Baba says AJPW will never do interpromotional matches 

UWFI Tokyo Jingu Baseball Stadium 8/17 card a major flop (card review) 

WCW TV taping highlights; among them, Ted DiBiase & Chris Jericho debut 
The future of Bret Hart uncertain 

WWF draws largest crowd in North America 8/24 in Toronto 
Maryland indie wrestler Neil Superior passes away 
Rings 8/24 card; line between shooting and working getting thinner 
Jushin Liger has successful brain surgery 

The Giant joins NWO as Davey Boy Smith deal falls through 

Jim Hellwig files unfair termination lawsuit vs. WWF 

AJPW enters agreement with UWFI 

Bret Hart rumored to return at Survivor Series 

WWF involved in weekend controversy involving AOL 

Kurt Angle receives offer from Linda McMahon 

WWF teases Razor Ramon/Diesel return to jack ratings 

UFC completes bracketing for 9/20 PPV; a look at some of the participants 

Pancrase: Tokyo Tough (9/7 card review) 

Another new promotion in Japan with UFC-style concept; the ‘U’ Japan 

Steve Williams & Johnny Ace win double tag team titles from Misawa & Akiyama 

Sean Waltman gets WWF release 

WCW Fall Brawl (9/15 card coverage) 

WWF continues fake Ramon & Diesel angle 
Gene Okerlund contract expires with WCW 

J.J. Dillon resigns with WWF, Jake Roberts hired as part of booking committee 

More on the 8/24 Rings card 

Slew of injuries at ECW house show 

Sapphire & Freddy Bob Freed pass away 

Biggest Monday night battle to date; Razor Ramon/Diesel angle 
WWF Mind Games (9/22 card coverage) 

-Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith win WWF tag team titles 
UFC XI: The Proving Ground (9/20 card coverage); Mark Coleman wins 
EMLL 63rd anniversary (9/27 card coverage) 

Peace treaty of sorts worked out with Paco Alonso & Antonio Pena 
Top of WWF organizational chart changed this past week 

Hiroshi Hase announces he will wrestle for All Japan in January 
WWF draws lowest-paid attendance at MSG in more than 40 years 
Morale of foreign talent dropping in AJPW 

Victor Quinones & Fumi Saito of Weekly Pro Wrestling have altercation 
Randy Hales quits as GM of USWA 
J.J. Dillon starts with WCW 
5 WWF vice presidents fired 
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1996 

Oct. 14 (12) 


Oct. 21 (12) 


Oct. 28 (12) 


Nov. 4(12) 


Nov. 11 (12) 


Nov. 18 (12) 


Nov. 25 (12) 


The Bret Hart sweepstakes 
A look at the impact of the NWO angle 
IWA Japan closing shop 

Flair expected to be out rest of the year with shoulder injury 
Sandman wins ECW title in a tag match 
Bam Bam Bigelow expected to sign for a shoot match 
Harlem Heat wins WCW tag team titles from Public Enemy 
WWF Live Wire introduces new talent Vic Venom (Vince Russo) 

Bret Hart appears to be staying with WWF 

Chaos involving AAA as potential split between Konnan & Antonio Pena 

Monday Night Wars revitalizing interest in wrestling 

Huge week in Japan, major shows from various offices 

Ultimo Dragon captures J-Crown from Great Sasuke 

NY Governor George Pataki signs law regarding UFC events 

Sabu agrees to deal with AJPW 

Wahoo McDaniel’s career comes to a close 

Bret Hart signs 20-year WWF contract 
WWF Buried Alive (10/20 card coverage) 

Extreme Fighting III (10/18 card coverage); Maurice Smith wins title 

AAA wrestlers with WCW will give notice they’re leaving for Promo Azteca 

Bas Rutten vacates King of Pancrase title 

Randy Hales returns to USWA doing a Jim Ross-like gimmick 

Roddy Piper signs with WCW 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/27 card coverage); Hall & Nash win WCW tag team titles 

Monday Night Raw to move up one hour on time slot 

It all hit the fan in Mexico this past week 

Antonio Inoki announces his venture into Ultimate Fight world 

Brian Pillman has ankle surgery 

WWF runs “Cape Fear” angle with Pillman & Austin 
Pancrase: Tokyo Tough (11/3 card coverage) taped 9/7 
Update on Hall of Fame issue 
War of Words in Mexico continues 

Scott Norton & Shiny a Hashimoto win NJPW Super Grade tournament 
Curt Hennig to jump to WCW 

The three cardinal rules to watching pro wrestling on TV 
Memo sent to WWF talent in regards to drug testing policy 
La Parka leaves AAA for Promo Azteca 

Antonio Pena attempting to get relationship with WWF to combat jumps 
Atsushi Onita press conference announcing he is coming out of retirement 

WWF Survivor Series (11/17 card coverage); Psycho Sid wins WWF title from Michaels 

Bret Hart returns to WWF 

Eric Bischoff turns heel and joins NWO 

Curt Hennig no-shows WWF cards on way out 

ECW November to Remember (11/16 card coverage) 

The ‘U’ Japan (11/17 card coverage); first ever Octagon in Japan 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1996 

Dec. 2 (12) 


Dec. 9 (12) 


Dec. 16 (12) 


Dec. 23 (12) 


Dec. 30 (12) 


WWF press conference announces Alamo Dome for Royal Rumble 
WCW World War III (11/24 card coverage) 

Reality Superfighting (11/22 card coverage) 

El Hijo del Santo turns heel in Mexico 

Mark Coleman & Vitor Belfort out of Ultimate Ultimate 

Los Villanos jump from AAA 

17 year-old Eric Kulas gets bladed badly by New Jack in ECW match 
WWF storyline all managers trying to sign Rocky Maivia 

Second Ultimate Ultimate has several behind-the-scenes issues 
Fighting TV Samurai debuts as first 24-hour wrestling station 
Lots of media of late on UFC and wrestling 
EMLL to tour Japan in February 
More on Eric Kulas/New Jack incident 

Ultimate Ultimate II (12/7 card coverage); hotel fights break out, Don Frye wins 
WWF decides to work with AAA at Alamo Dome show 
Kawada & Taue capture AJPW World Tag League tournament 
Raven wins ECW title from Sandman 

All Japan women (12/8 card coverage); Kyoko Inoue wins WWWA title from Manami 
Toyota 

WWF It’s Time (12/15 card coverage) 

Secondary promotions in Japan all put on final major shows of the year 
AAA making major play for El Hijo del Santo, Negro Casas & Hector Garza 
Pancrase Budokan Hall (12/15 card coverage); Masakatsu Funaki wins title 
Lots of news stemming from Christmas party at Diamond Dallas Page’s house 

Reformation of UWFI in Japan announced 

A look at ECW’s over-the-edge style 

Hector Garza leaves EMLL for AAA 

Reports that Jerry Jarrett has sold his 50% share of USWA 

Eliminators win ECW tag team titles from The Gangstas 

Mike Awesome gets WWF tryout 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1997 

Jan.6 (12) 


Jan. 13 (24)** 
Double issue price 


Jan. 20 (12) 


Jan. 27 (12) 


Feb. 3 (12) 


Feb. 10 (12) 


ECW to debut on PPV 

WCW Starcade (12/29 card coverage) 

AAA possibly in trouble of losing TV 

Jerry Jarrett’s selling of his 50% of USWA confirmed 

Omar Marchessault passes away 

Some notes on Steve Nelson’s Unified Shoot Wrestling Federation 
1996 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards winners 

1996 biggest PPV show record book with attendance, gate, revenue and highlights 

Major international events of 1996 

Ratings of wrestlers based on big show performances 

NJPW Wrestling World Tokyo Dome (1/4 card coverage) 

Burrhead Jones & Rick Martello pass away 
Wrestling deregulated in New Jersey 

Champions roll call for 1996 

Rick Rude appears on ECW show 

A look at the upcoming Royal Rumble 

Gory Medina passes away 

Update on Johnny K-9 arrest 

Dr. Jerry Graham in a coma 

Billy Jack Haynes in the news again in Oregon 

More UFC problems, this time New York 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/19 card coverage); Shawn Michaels wins WWF title from Sid 

WCW sets company record 1/20 in Chicago 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins Triple Crown from Kenta Kobashi 

Toshiaki Kawada & Akira Taue win double tag team titles from Steve Williams & Johnny 
Ace 

WCW Clash of Champions XXXIV (1/21 card coverage) 

Request TV confirms ECW PPV for 4/13 

Major news concerning meeting with Giant Baba & Atsushi Onita 

John Lober defeats Frank Shamrock 11/17 in Honolulu 

World Vale Tudo 1/19 San Paolo results; the debut of Mark Kerr in MMA 

Jerry Graham passes away 
Future of NHB in serious jeopardy in New York 
Dave Brown quits USWA after more than 30 years 
NWO Souled Out (1/25 card coverage) 

Rings Battle Dimension (1/22 card coverage); Volk Han wins 

WWF looking to make Raw two hours on USA 

Days leading up to UFC, the courts are providing most of the action 

WWF Toronto Sky Dome (1/31 card coverage) 

EMLL’s first Japan tour underway 
Lizmark Jr. debuts for Promo Azteca 
Antonio Pena named president of WWF Latino 
Randy Hales & Cory Maclin quit USWA 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1997 

Feb. 17(12) 


Feb. 24(12) 


March 3(12) 


March 10 (12) 


March 17 (12) 


March 24(12) 


March 31 (12) 


April 7 (12) 


WWF/USA announce live Raw two-hour format 

UFC XII: Judgment Day (2/7 card coverage); Mark Coleman wins 

Bulldog Bob Brown passes away 

Top 10 recorded gates of all time 

AAA files suit vs. La Parka 

Lance Russell returns to USWA 

Billy Jack/Matt Borne shoot feud continues on the radio 
Shawn Michaels vacates WWF title 

WWF Final Four (2/16 card coverage); Bret Hart wins WWF title 

Psycho Sid wins WWF title from Bret 2/17 

Rocky Maivia wins Intercontinental title from HHH 2/13 on Raw 

WWF to work with ECW 

WCW ups ante again in Monday Night Wars 

NJPW in serious negotiations with Ken Shamrock 

Ken Shamrock signs with WWF 

WCW Superbrawl (2/23 card coverage); Giant & Luger win WCW tag team titles 
Update on Shawn Michaels 

Bischoff & WCW attempt to have Ted Turner purchase some of NJPW 
Paco Alonso at Superbrawl to meet with Eric Bischoff 

WWF Monday Night Raw; debut of ECW stars, Ken Shamrock & Road Warriors 
Tokyo Sports announces Nobuhiko Takada to become star of new promotion 
Marc Mero, Steve Austin, Ahmed Johnson, Billy Gunn on injured list 

WrestleMania XIII card announced 
Ref Joe Higuchi retires from All Japan 
Ken Shamrock commentary 

Billed as “the Nitro you would never forget” 3/3 is forgettable 
WCW makes talent trading agreement with EMLL 

Dennis Rodman to appear in WCW 

NJPW names Naoya Ogawa as Ken Shamrock replacement for 4/12 show 
A look at promotions that have held PPVs 
ECW’s first PPV finalized 

The Improper Bostonian has 6-page feature on ECW 

Tele-Communications announces NHB barred from PPV 

WCW Uncensored (3/14 card coverage); Dennis Rodman debut 

Steve Williams in serious negotiation with WWF; arrested on drug possession charges 

AAA files suit vs. Konnan, Rey Mysterio Jr., Psicosis and Juventud Guerrera 

Another New Jack incident at ECW house show 

Scott Hall checks into rehab 

WWF WrestleMania XIII (3/23 card coverage); Undertaker wins WWF title 
Giant Baba able to get Steve Williams into Japan, even with drug charge 
All Japan women Queendom 97 results 
Major injuries on latest Michinoku Pro tour 

Bret Hart takes back what he said about Flair on Toronto radio show 
Dr. Bill Miller passes away 

Extreme Fighting Championship IV 3/28 card coverage 
Kingdom debuts with Nobuhiko Takada as top star 
Sarkis Hazzcuri, a WCW Power Plant student, murdered 
Vice McMahon meets with Curt & Larry Hennig 


88 



Issue Date (pages) 
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1997 

April 14 (12) 


April 21 (12) 


April 28 (12) 


May 5 (12) 


May 12 (12) 


May 19 (12) 


May 26 (12) 


A look at ECW’s upcoming first PPV venture, and what about a second show? 
WCW Spring Stampede 4/6 card coverage 

A lot of behind-the-scenes going on in ECW; Douglas & Sandman get into it 
Randy Savage suffers tom ligaments 

Shawn Michaels pretty much shoots on Bret; a look at their history 

ECW Barely Legal (4/13 card coverage) 

Naoya Ogawa debuts for All Japan 

Hogan does clean job for Jacques Rougeau on retirement show 

Battlecade officially announces it is folding 

Reggie White signs for WCW appearance 

All kinds of turmoil in USWA, Dutch Mantell in as new booker 

Vader arrested in Kuwait for talk show assault 
WWF Taker’s Revenge (4/20 card coverage) 

Toshiaki Kawada wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

Atsushi Onita to start negotiations with WWF for major Tokyo show 

Steve Austin injures Bret Hart in angle 

Steele (Sean Morley/Val Venis) wins EMLL title from Rayo de Jalisco Jr. 

Mitsu Arakawa passes away 

ECW signs or extends several contracts as WCW makes play for talent 

Big four promotions business comparisons in first quarter 
Vader returns to U.S. 

Bret Hart undergoes knee surgery 
FMW 4/29 card coverage 

Yuki Kondo becomes youngest King of Pancrase 
Tommy Rich & Doug Gilbert spend night in prison 
Raven leaving ECW; accepts 3-year offer from WCW 

NJPW Strong Style Evolution (5/3 card coverage) 

-Gate breaks records for Hashimoto vs. Ogawa IWGP title match 
FMW has meetings with WWF & ECW 

Puerto Rico does Lawler/Andy Kaufman angle with Indvader I 
Akira Maeda & Riki Choshu have dinner meeting 
More on Vader in Kuwait incident 

USA moves Raw’s time slot 

Time-Warner drops NHB PPV shows 

WWF Cold Day in Hell (5/11 card coverage) 

Eric Bischoff has speech to talent on 5/12, also Sullivan taking hiatus as booker 
Joan Weston of Roller Derby fame passes away 
Leif Cassidy (A1 Snow) gives WWF notice 

WCW Slamboree (5/18 card coverage); Ric Flair returns 
Request Television announces no more NHB on PPV 
Hector Garza jumps to Promo Azteca 
Brian Christopher temporarily fired from USWA 
Spyros Arion passes away; quick career recap 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1997 

June 2(12) 


June 9(12) 


June 16 (12) 


June 23 (12) 


June 30 (12) 


July 7 (12) 


WWF new direction; Michaels vs. Hart turning into verbal shoot 
It wouldn’t be UFC if location of event wasn’t in question 
Bushwackers turn back into Sheepherders in Puerto Rico 
Big media story on old vs. new talent power struggle in EMLL 
Kobashi & Johnny Ace win double best from Kawada & Taue 
Bob Meyrowitz says testing for steroids is a waste of money 

WCW sends big guns to L.A. for ticket sales 
UFC: The Ultimate Force (5/30 card coverage) 

ECW & USWA agree to limited inter-promotional angle to air on WWF TV 

Jushin Liger upset by Koji Kanemoto in NJPW Top of the Super Juniors 

Great Sasuke signs 6-month contract with WWF 

Don Frye signs 4-match deal with NJPW 

Matt Borne & Sandy Barr having promotional war in Oregon 

Lots of booking changes due to ECW injuries 

Hart & Michaels have locker room fight; Michaels walks out 
Nash & Piper have locker room confrontation 
WWF King of the Ring (6/8 card coverage); all hail King HHH 
ECW, USWA, WWF feud angle heats up 

AJPW & NJPW have war with Budokan Hall consecutive night shows 
Sabu quits AJPW 

Semaphore Entertainment Group expected to announce UFC rules changes 

Silver King jumps to Promo Azteca 

WWF says Great Sasuke was never offered a contract 

Psycho Sid, Doug Furnas, Phil Lafon, Flash Funk in car wreck 
WCW Great American Bash (6/15 card coverage) 

Appears Shawn Michaels will be returning in a few weeks 
AAA Triplemania (6/13 Tijuana card coverage) 

World Vale Tudo 6/15 San Paolo, Brazil (card coverage) 

Silver King appearing on WCW show has Mexican political ramifications 

Riki Choshu announces upcoming retirement 

Stan Stasiak passes away; quick career recap 

Ahmed Johnson & Psycho Sid pulled from PPV due to injuries 

Eric Bischoff meets with Paco Alonso & Victor Quinones 

Pierroth Jr. jumps to Promo Azteca 

Rings (6/21 card coverage) 

Dudleys win ECW tag team titles 

Disciples of Apocalypse debut in WWF 

Sabu & Rob Van Dam have backstage heat in WWF 

Coverage of “The Battle of Los Angeles” WWF vs. WCW 6/28 
Jim Cornette debuts on ECW 
A look back at wrestling’s “Battle of the Bite” 

Paco Alonso has meting with the talent after Bischoff meeting 
WCW releasing one dozen wrestlers; names speculated 
WWF starts introduction of Kane character 
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Lead Story and others of interest 


1997 

July 14 (12) 


July 21 (12) 


July 28 (12) 


Aug. 4 (12) 


Aug. 11(12) 


Aug. 18 (12) 


Aug. 25 (12) 


ECW’s Pit Bulls arrested on drug charges 

WWF Canadian Stampede 7/6 card coverage 

WWF/ECW relationship falling apart 

Larry O’Day passes away 

More notes on Stan Stasiak 

Cobrade Jr. wins UWA title from Perro Aguayo 

WCW Bash at the Beach (6/15 card coverage); Dennis Rodman wrestles 

Major changes to WWF TV in fall expected 

Aja Kong announces she is leaving All Japan women 

1997 match quality standings 

Black Warrior jumps to Promo Azteca 

Wrestlers told that Jerry Lawler no longer running USWA 

ECW incident in Allentown 7/12 involving wrestlers & fans 

Dude Love debuts, wins WWF titles with Steve Austin vs. Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith 

WWF announces Raw not to be live every week 

ECW filing lawsuit vs. WCW in regards to Raven & Stevie Richards 

Rickson Grade vs. Nobuhiko Takada shoot match back on 

Jinsei Shinzaki (Hakushi) debuts in AJPW 

Pancrase: Neo-Blood tournament 7/20 card coverage 

UFC XIV: Showdown (7/27 card coverage); Maurice Smith wins biggest upset in UFC 
history 

Jack Adkisson (Fritz Von Erich) diagnosed with lung cancer 
Mr. Aguila jumps to Promo Azteca 
ECW/WCW lawsuit update 
WWF fires Psycho Sid 

Steve Austin hospitalized after winning IC title from Owen Hart 

WWF SummerSlam ‘97 (8/3 card coverage); Bret Hart wins WWF title from Undertaker 

Lex Luger wins WCW from Hogan 8/4; Nitro now three hours 

Kensuke Sasaki wins NJPW G-l Climax, Riki Choshu hospitalized 

Carlos Maynes kidnapped in Mexico after card 

Steven Regal status in WCW questionable after airline disturbance 

Psycho Sid to undergo neck surgery 

WCW Road Wild (8/8 card coverage); Hulk Hogan regains title from Lex Luger 

Sabu wins ECW title from Terry Funk 

NJPW Four Heaven in Nagoya Dome (8/9 card coverage) 

-Shinjiro Otani wins J-Crown from El Samurai 
-Kazuo Yamazaki & Kensuke Sasaki win IWGP tag team titles 
Update on Steve Regal place incident 
Steve Austin undergoes MRI on neck 
Rocky Maivia joins the Nation of Domination 

Plum Mariko dies after match injuries from the night prior 

ECW Hardcore Heaven (8/16 card coverage); Shane Douglas wins ECW title 

WCW to announce new Thursday show 

Lots of rumors to talent jump from Promo Azteca to EMLL 

USWF 8/16 card coverage; Evan Tanner over Heath Herring 

All Mexicans except La Parka no-show 8/18 Nitro 
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1997 

Sept. 1 (12) 


Sept. 8 (12) 


Sept. 15 (12) 


Sept. 22 (12) 


Sept. 29 (12) 


Oct. 6 (12) 


Am Anderson announces the end of his wrestling career; quick career recap 
Steve Austin to miss minimum of two months 
Hall of Fame inductees; 6 new additions 

Future of All Japan women promotion comes into serious question 
WCW Clash of Champions XXXV (8/21 card coverage); the last Clash 
24th anniversary of Capitol Sports in Puerto Rico celebrated 
Eric Bischoff, Konnan & Paco Alonso meet to discuss working together 
Jeep Swenson passes away 

Dan Severn to face Maurice Smith on 10/17 
EMLL/Promo Azteca war heats up as more jumps from EMLL 
Kensuke Sasaki wins IWGP title from Shinya Hashimoto 8/31 
Dale Lewis passes away 

USWA has final live TV show on WMC-TV after 21-year run 

WCW signs Perry Saturn from ECW 

Major controversy on NWO skit mocking Four Horsemen 

Tod Gordon & Paul Heyman split up in ECW 

WWF Ground Zero (9/7 card coverage); Headbangers win WWF titles 
Aftermatch of NWO Arn Anderson parody 

NHB and shoot matches spring up several important shows on the horizon 

Split between Paco Alonso & Victor Quinones 

NJPW runs inter-promotional angle with K-1 

Behind the scenes chaos in USWA, mmor of sale to Texas group 

Danno O’Shocker passes away 

Topics of seemingly consensus discontent among WWF wrestlers 

Jack Adkisson (Fritz Von Erich) passes away (obituary issue) 

WCW Fall Brawl (9/14 card coverage) 

“50 Years of Funk” Amarillo (9/11 card coverage) 

USWA & All Japan women promotions in trouble 

Super Crazy, Oro Jr., Mosco de la Merced jump from AAA to Promo Azteca 
WWF biggest news involves Shawn Michaels behavior at 9/9 Raw 

Legal fight over USWA getting messy 
WWF One Night Only (9/20 card coverage) 

Bulldog Brower passes away 

El Hijo del Santo wins mask of Negro Casas on EMLL’s 64th anniversary show 
Jim Cornette comments on NWO parody on WWF Byte This 

Dan Severn vs. Maurice Smith still on? Maybe 
Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling draws 50,000+ on 9/28 
Renzo Grade loses to Eugenio Tadeau in Brazil; riot erupts 
Lots behind the scenes in Pancrase vs. Rings feud 
Family of Eric Kulas files criminal charges against New Jack 
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1997 

Oct. 13 (12) 


Oct. 20 (12) 


Oct. 27 (16) 


Nov. 3 (16) 


Nov. 10 (16) 


Nov. 17 (16) 


Brian Pillman passes away (obituary issue) 

Mark Kerr claims he threw fight to Don Frye at Ultimate Ultimate 

WWF Badd Blood (10/5 card coverage); Owen Hart wins vacant IC title 

Michinoku Pro announces suspending operations early next year 

USWA TV show cancelled, new promotion appears in territory 

Kenta Kobashi & Johnny Ace win double tag team titles from Williams & Albright 

Billy Jack Haynes resurfaces in Oregon 

Les Roberts passes away 

UFC adds a few new rules 

Jeff Jarrett’s contract expires with WCW 

Brian Pillman aftermatch 

Pride I (10/11 card coverage); Dan Severn injured in draw vs. Kimo 
IWF Presents the Contenders (10/11 card coverage) 

Headhunters & Steele suspended in Distrito ederal 
Michinoku Pro (10/10 card coverage) 

Jesus Torres passes away 

All Japan women files for bankruptcy 

UFC: Collision Course (10/17 card coverage); Vitor Belfort upset 
Bam Bam Bigelow wins ECW title from Shane Douglas 
IWF folds 

FBI win ECW tag team titles from New Jack & Kronus 
Who draws? 

Blue Panther jumps from AAA to EMLL, Black Warrior returns to EMLL 
Muto & Masa Chono win IWGP tag team titles from Sasake & Yamazaki 
USWF (10/18 card coverage) 

Eric Bischoff meets with the talent before Nitro 

Jeff Jarrett debuts in WWF with a harder edge to his character 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/26 card coverage); 

-Rey Mysterio Jr. wins cruiserweight title from Eddy Guerrero 
Royce Grade to appear at next UFC PPV? 

Appears can officially signal the death of USWA 
Unoverso 2000 wins vacant CMLL title 
Gorilla Monsoon gravely ill 

Seems Eric Bischoff trying to neutralize Konnan’s power over Mexicans 

Bret Hart gives notice to WWF 
Brian Pillman official cause of death 
NJPW 11/2 Fukuoka Dome card coverage 
A look at fan violence 

SEG holds press conference in Japan to announce next UFC 

Bret Hart double-crossed in WWF title loss to Shawn Michaels 
Events leading up to the biggest match in recent history 
Survivor Series 11/9 card coverage 
Famous pro wrestling world title double-crosses 
Ernesto Hoost wins K-l Grand Prix 11/9 

NJPW announces it is breaking up the J-Crown and returning titles 
Phil Lafon arrested in Calgary 

Dory Funk Jr. and Dan Severn have weird incident at 11/7 house show 
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1997 

Nov. 24(16) 


Dec. 1 (16) 


Dec. 8 (16) 


Dec. 15 (16) 


Dec. 22 (16) 


Dec. 29 (16) 


More on the Hart/Michaels match; leading up to it and the fallout 
UFC & Pride war to begin 

Final wrestling show ever held at Dallas Sportatorium 
More on Dan Severn/Dory Funk Jr. incident 
Royce Grade comments on various NHB topics 

WCW World War III (11/23 card coverage) 

Stanley Blackburn passes away 

ECW PPV will be their latest and biggest test to date 

Arsion is newest womens promotion to rise in Japan after All Japan women folds 
Bait-and-switch could be synonym for WWF 
A look at the entire Bret Hart situation 
Nippon TV signs to carry UFC 

Eric Bischoff vs. Larry Zbyszko to appear on Starcade card 

ECW November to Remember (11/30 card coverage); Douglas regains title 

Big Daddy Shirley Crabtree passes away 

Frank Shamrock wins title shot on 12/21 UFC show after Shooto 11/19 match 
2 new Mexican promotions; Lucha Libre Latino & Groupo Renovacion 2000 
Bret Hart on OTR, Shawn Michaels in Charleston Post-Courier review 

WWF & WCW Bret Hart aftermath angles 
WWF DeGeneration X (12/7 card coverage) 

Working agreement with UFC & WWF announced for Yokohama Arena 
Toshiaki Kawada & Akira Taue capture AJPW Real World Tag League 
More notes on Big Daddy 
Chris Candito & Lance Storm win ECW tag titles 

WWF facing more turmoil, all revolving around Shawn Michaels 
Proposed Shamrock vs. Takada UFC/WWF show falls apart 
Tokyo Sports wrestling awards 
Rick Rude arrested 

Status of Davey Boy Smith up in the air 

Investors in XL Sports files lawsuit vs. Jerry Lawler in USWA sale 
Rip Tyler passes away 
Bret Hart debuts in WCW 

Major problems at house shows down south 

ULC; Ultimate Japan (12/21 card coverage); Randy Couture wins title 
Masakatsu Funaki wins King of Pancrase title 12/20 
Promociones de Mora (12/19 Tijuana card coverage) 

Luke Brown passes away 

WWL signs Mr. Augila, Sean Morley, Shawn Stasiak 
Rocky Maivia now known simply as “The Rock” 
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1998 

Jan. 5* (16) 
(cover date error) 


Jan. 12(16) 


Jan. 19(18) 


Jan. 26 (16) 


Feb. 2(16) 


Feb. 9 (16) 


Feb. 16(16) 


Rumor of Antonio Inoki retirement announcement 
WCW Starcade ‘97 (12/28 card coverage) 

-Sting wins WCW title vs. Hulk Hogan 
-DDP wins U.S. title from Curt Hennig 
Royce Grade injury ends up in Pride 2 card being postponed 
NHB rules, credibility, promotion methods & matchmaking called into question 
1997 final match quality ratings 
Old USWA territory turns into hotbed outside the ring 
Davey Boy Smith agrees to WCW deal 
Terry Funk debuts in WWF as Chainsaw Charlie 

WWF negotiating with Mike Tyson for WrestleMania 

The final matches of Riki Choshu/Inoki announces retirement 1/4 card coverage 
A look at the big cards of 1997 including attendance, revenue and highlights 
Updates on Kevin Nash, HHH & Eric Bischoff injuries 
Amazing skit interview in All Pro Wrestling 
Rick Martel debuts in WCW 

Adam Copeland & Sean Morley very impressive in WWC camp 

The 1997 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 
Hogan vs. Tyson?? 

Bobo Brazil in serious condition 

Jockeying for TV time, WCW makes Nitro 3 hours and adding Thursday Thunder 
Next UFC to debut lighter weight position 

Will Tyson vs. Austin be the most publicized match ever? 

Bobo Brazil passes away 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/18 card coverage) 

Champions roll call for 1997 along with top drawing cards 
A lot of craziness in Portland revolving around Matt Borne 
Kark Kerr legal situation up in the air 
The Quebecers debut in WWF 

Tyson/WrestleMania update 

WCW Souled Out (1/24 card coverage) 

WAR announces it will cease promoting after the current tour 
WWF & AJPW negotiate for 5/1 Tokyo Dome show 

WCW vs. WWF business trends over the past six years 
TCI Cable has not yet agreed to carry WrestleMania 
Rickson Grade vs. Nobuhiko Takada rematch announced 
WCW business at near record levels 

Insanity continues with media and politicians looking for easy violence target 
Pancrase 1/20 & Rings 1/21 card coverage 

Tyson/WrestleMania update 

NJPW announces Mohammed Ali will be at Inoki 4/4 retirement show 

Promo Azteca & EMLL relations are done again 

Update on WWF/AJPW meeting 

Jushin Liger regains IWGP Jr. title from Shinjiro Otani 

Bob Meyrowitz calls Marc Ratner of Nevada Commission to set up meeting 
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1998 

Feb. 23 (16) 


March 2 (16) 


March 9 (16) 


March 16 (16) 


March 23 (16) 


March 30(16) 


Louie Spicolli passes away 

WWF No Way Out of Texas (2/15 card coverage) 

A look at wrestler deaths 

Johnny Ace has meeting with Paul Heyman about ECW in AJPW card 
Norio Honaga announces retirement 
Behind the scenes situation in WCW tumultuous 
-Hogan playing his power 
-Eddy Guerrero asks for release 
-Mexicans unhappy & more 

Judge makes preliminary ruling on Jim Hellwig vs. WWF case 

Will the death of Louie Spicolli be a wake-up call? 

WCW Superbrawl (2/22 card coverage) 

-Sting regains WCW title 
-Hall & Nash win tag team titles 
McMahon admits on TSN he lied to Bret Hart 
Just days before 4th PPV, ECW card not finalized 
Pancrase (1/16 card coverage) 

Paco Alanso buries the hatchet with Victor Quinones 
Aja Kong’s Arsion promotion debuts 2/18 
ECW loses TV in Pittsburgh due to content 

Tyson joins D-Generation X 

ECW Living Dangerously (3/1 card coverage) 

Highlights of the TSN Off the Record with Vince McMahon 
Alexander Karelin rumored to be on Inoki show 

Promo Azteca and the plight of Mexicans in WCW appear to be in trouble 
A look at NWA/ECW/WWF situation involving Sunny 

WCW behind-the-scenes turmoil explodes 

WCW Mexico & Japan deals have problems 

Memphis wrestling to return as Memphis Power Pro 

A look at potential Hall of Famers available for induction this year 

Weekly Gong magazine popularity poll results 

Pitbulls plead guilty 

WCW fires Syxx 

WCW/NWO Uncensored (3/15 card coverage) 

UFC: Battle in the Bayou (3/13 card coverage) 

AJPW changes 5/1 Tokyo Dome line-up after bad reaction to original card 
Pride II (3/15 card coverage) 

K-l promoter Kazuyoshi Ishii announces 1998 schedule including U.S. debut 
Akira Hokuto announces pregnancy and upcoming sabbatical 
New Midnight Express debut in WWF 

Douglas Dedge dies after NHB fight in the Ukraine 

Scott Hall checks back into rehab 

Highlights of Eric Bischoff on TSN’s Off the Record 

Les Thatcher brings ECW/WCW/WWF together for Brian Pillman memorial 

TV ratings analysis 

Deal with Vader appearing on AJPW show finalized 
Billy Jack Haynes charged with assault 
Abu Dhabi submission championship results 
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1998 

April 6 (16) 


April 13 (16) 


April 20(16) 


April 27(16) 


May 4 (16) 


May 11 (16) 


May 18 (16) 


WWF WrestleMania XIV (3/29 card coverage) 

-Steve Austin wins WWF title from Shawn Michaels 

-Terry Funk & Cactus Jack win WWF tag team titles from New Age Outlaws 
Sean Waltman signed by WWF 

Single most influential pro wrestler of the modern era about to have final match 
La Tigresa arrested in Puerto Rico for trafficking 

Meticulously-booked AJPW Champion Carnival screwed up by Taue injury 
Art Davie letter to NHB fan highlights 

Antonio Inoki retires; career history and most legendary matches 
NJPW Tokyo Dome (4/4 card coverage); Tatsumi Fujinami wins IWGP title 
Randy Couture injured in training, 5/15 UFC thrown into quandary 
Rings (2/8 card coverage) 

Floyd Patterson resigns from NY Athletic Commission, helps UFC lawsuit 
RVD wins ECW TV title from Bam Bam Bigelow 
WCW injury update 

WWF vs. WCW war changing tides; future of Ric Flair in doubt 

Saturday morning Memphis wrestling returns 

“Inoki: This is Your Life” type special bombs in Japan TV ratings 

Adrian Street’s career may be over due to knee injury 

Pedro Martinez passes away 

Steve Regal signs with WWF 

Update on the Ric Flair/WCW situation 

WCW/NWO Spring Stampede (4/19 card coverage); Randy Savage wins WCW title 

Hulk Hogan wins WCW title from Randy Savage on 4/20 Nitro, Goldberg wins U.S. title 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

Injury situation growing at a great rate; a look at the injured list 

Keiji Muto & Masa Chono vacate IWGP tag team titles due to Muto knee surgeries 

Marcus Bagwell suffers serious neck injury on live TV 
Flair update 

WWF Unforgiven (4/26 card coverage) 

Norfolk the latest site of the bitter WWF/WCW war 
Guy Mezger wins King of Pancrase 4/26 

AJPW Showdown at the Egg Dome (5/1 card coverage) 

-Toshiaki Kawada captures Triple Crown from Mitsuharu Misawa 
ECW Wrestlepalooza 5/3 card coverage 

Review of A&E’s “The Unreal Story of Professional Wrestling” 

Davey Boy Smith apparently done with WCW 

Brian Pillman benefit raises over $25,000 for Pillman’s family 

WCW vs. WWF war heats up 
A look at the recent champions’ drawing power 
Pancrase (4/26 card coverage) 

Steve Austin highlights from TSN’s Off the Record 
Nikkan Sports reports Tatsumi Fujinami to retire soon 
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1998 

May 25 (16) 


June 1 (16) 


June 8(16) 


June 15 (16) 


June 22 (16) 


June 29 (16) 


Is there a method to Eric Bischoff s madness? 

WCW Slamboree (5/17 card coverage) 

UFC Redemption (5/15 card coverage) 

-Pete Williams knocks out Mark Coleman 
-Dan Henderson wins middleweight tournament 
Seiji Sakaguchi scheduled to come to U.S. to meet with Eric Bischoff 
Ric Flair files countersuit vs. WCW 

Val Venis debuts in WWF, Adam Copeland appears as The Edge 

A look at the award candidates at mid-year 
Rings (4/16 card coverage) 

Financial problems for Promo Azteca 

Mexico becomes battleground for WCW/WWF war 

Roy McClarity passes away 

NHB becomes MMA as recommended by Jeff Blatnick 
A look back at the judging from the 5/15 UFC card 
Canada passes a law on MMA 

Junkyard Dog passes away 

WWF Over the Edge (5/31 card coverage) 

Secret meeting takes place at Hulk Hogan’s house 

Black Magic, La Parka, Super Parka & Lizmark Sr. jump to EMLL 

Mighty Inoue announces retirement; quick career recap 

Bitszsade Tariel wins Rings title from Kiyoshi Tamura 

Flair’s lawyer trying to restructure his contract 

Sags of the Nasty Boys files suit vs. WCW 

JYD obituary issue 

WCW files countersuit vs. WWF 

Koji Kanemoto wins Best of the Super Juniors over Dr. Wagner Jr. 

Looks like NJPW/WCW relationship back on 
Eric Bischoff meets with the talent 

WCW Great American Bash (6/14 card coverage) 

WCW expected to announce Dennis Rodman & Karl Malone in main event 

Kenta Kobashi wins Triple Crown from Toshiaki Kawada 

Goldberg pins Sting in under 4:00 in match that was never supposed to happen 

Pancrase 5/12 & Rings 5/29 card coverage 

Great Kabuki announces retirement-quick career recap 

WWF postpones events; Austin and Undertaker injured 
NJPW announces creating IWGP Jr. tag team titles 
Time Magazine coming out with pro wrestling story 
Becky Levi taps out Mexican pro wrestler in MMA match 
Bobby Walker files racial discrimination suit vs. WCW 
Update on Flair lawsuit 
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1998 

July 6 (16) 


July 13 (16) 


July 20 (16) 


July 27 (16) 


Aug. 3 (16) 


Aug. 10 (16) 


WWF King of the Ring (6/28 card coverage) 

-Kane wins WWF title from Steve Austin 
-Mick Foley has incredible Hell in a Cell match 
-All hail King Shamrock 

WWF tries shoot Brawl for All tournament to spike ratings 
K-l to get ESPN special and upcoming PPV 
Atsushi Onita debuts in ECW 
Pride III (6/24 card coverage) 

Speculation that Koji Kitao to announce retirement 
Behind-the-scenes tension in WCW really building 

Goldberg wins WCW title from Hulk Hogan at Georgia Dome 7/6 
TCI & AT&T merger has PPV ramifications 
Brawl for All becomes major topic of conversations 
Stan Hansen not booked for 2nd straight AJPW tour; is all right? 

Dave comments on article comparing shoot abilities of modern vs. old era stars 
Randy Couture finishes 4th in U.S. Greco-Roman world team trials 

WCW Bash at the Beach (7/12 card coverage); Rey Mysterio Jr. wins cruiserweight title 

Brawl for All coverage 

Pride III (6/24 detailed card coverage) 

TV ratings rundown 

Chris Benoit out 2 months with injury 

Jay Leno agrees to WCW Hog Wild PPV 

Akira Maeda has final match in RINGS show; career recap 

ABC World News Tonight runs “Inside Pro Wrestling” special 

K-l readies itself for U.S. invasion 

Frank Shamrock vs. Jeremy Horn 7/17 UFC review 

Riot of sorts at 7/17 ECW show 

WWF Fully Loaded (7/26 card coverage); Undertaker & Austin win WWF tag team titles 

June Byers passes away 

WCW plans to shoot angle on Tonight Show 

Pancrase 6/2 & RINGS 6/29 card coverage 

Court of appeals turns New Jack/Eric Kulas case over to grand jury 
Bart Gunn upsets Steve Williams in Brawl for All 

Scott Hall arrested for simple battery and disturbing the peace 
Viewer’s Choice drops all NHB PPVs 
ECW Heat Wave ‘98 (8/2 card coverage) 

Shinya Hashimoto wins G-l Climax 

A look ahead to Road Wild; DDP maneuvers himself into main event 
Another new wrinkle for Brawl for All 
List of actual strength and lifts of strongest current wrestlers 
Sandman apparently quits ECW 

Kevin Nash’s legit heat with Hogan and Bischoff reaches a new level 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1998 

Aug. 17 (16) 


Aug. 24 (16) 


Aug. 31 (16) 


Sept. 7 (16) 


Sept. 14 (16) 


Sept. 21 (16) 


Sept. 28 (16) 


WCW Road Wild (8/8 card coverage); Juventud Guerrera wins WCW Cruiserweight title 
K-l: The New Fighting Sport (8/2 card coverage) 

Rick Martel retires 

NJPW Osaka Dome (8/8 card coverage); Masa Chono wins IWGP title 
USA Today runs wrestling story 

Manami Toyota wins AJPW women Grand Prix tournament 
Bruce Hart to restart Stampede Wrestling in September 
Sandman update 

Lex Luger wins U.S. title from Bret Hart 
Jim Hellwig returns as The Warrior to WCW 

Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame inductees; Dos Caras inducted 

Wrestlers no-shoing sees industry do things out of character 

USWF has become, without question, the 4th biggest company in the U.S. 

Bret Hart regains the U.S. title from Lex Luger 
Kurt Angle attends WWF camp 

Combined Monday Night ratings outdraw NFL football 
Terry Garvin passes away 

Ralph Grade submits Steve Nelson on USWF 8/22 card 

Pancrase 7/7 & RINGS 7/20 card coverage 

Walter Palmer passes away 

More notes on strengths and lifts of wrestlers 

Ric Flair believed to be returning to WCW 
WWF SummerSlam (8/30 card coverage) 

-HHH wins IC title from The Rock 

-New Age Outlaws win WWF tag team titles from Mankind 
Decision of Catholic Youth Centre to not rent to WWF may be warning sign 
1998 match quality ratings 

Make-up of UFC PPV continues to change due to financial cutbacks 

Jim Duggan/Ultimo Dragon careers in jeopardy 
Great Kabuki retires 

Lots of interesting goings on in Japan TV front 
Many injures in ECW; in and out of the ring 
Mark Coleman pulls out of next UFC due to health reasons 
Ric Flair update 

Ric Flair returns in emotional fashion to WCW 

“Hitman Hart: Wrestling with Shadows” movie to be released; quick synopsis 
WCW Fall Brawl (9/13 card coverage) 

Taz, The Giant, Jim Neidhart & Matt Borne all under arrest in separate incidents 
Toyonobori passes away 

EMLL cancels 2 main event matches for the 9/18 65th anniversary show 
NBC fdming “Exposed! Pro Wrestling’s Greatest Secrets” 

Sandman officially signs with WCW 

WWF suffering from injuries, affects PPV line-up 
Masahiro Chono vacates IWGP title due to injuries 
RINGS (8/28 card coverage) 

EMLL 65th anniversary show (9/18 card coverage) 

Riot in Houston after Vampiro vs. Priata Morgan hair match 
Draka show in Los Angeles to be on PPV 

Lots of behind-the-scenes talk with Frank Shamrock vs. John Lober 10/16 match 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1998 

Oct. 5 (16) 


Oct. 12 (16) 


Oct. 19 (16) 


Oct. 26 (16) 


Nov. 2 (16) 


Nov. 9(16) 


Nov. 16 (16) 


Jerry Lawler & Jim Carey shoot angle in Andy Kaufman movie filming; covered in press as a 
shoot 

WWF Break Down (9/27 card coverage) 

Scott Norton wins IWGP title vs. Yuji Nagata 
Pancrase (9/14 card coverage) 

Mitsuharu Misawa having more influence on AJPW booking decisions 

The Giant close to a WWF deal 

Lots of talk about Wrestling with Shadows 

Alexander Karelin to appear in pro wrestling 

Report on upcoming Pride & UFC shows 

Pimpinela Escarlata wins IWC title from La Parka 

Scott Hall arrested 

The Giant staying with WCW 

Vader & WWF agree to contract release 

Pride 4 (10/11 card coverage); Alexander Otsuka upsets Marco Ruas 
Kyoko Hamaguchi wins 2nd straight world freestyle championship 
A look at wrestlers in bench press records 
1998 match quality standings 
K-l (10/10 MMA card coverage) 

Controversy with Pro Wrestling lllustrated’s Top 500 list 
Dana Hall posts 2 internet letters about Scott 

WWF Judgement Day (10/18 card coverage); X-Pac wins IC title from D-Lo Brown 

UFC Brazil (10/16 card coverage); Pat Miletich becomes first lightweight champion 

Vince McMahon featured on cover of New York magazine 

Dr. Alfonso Morales attempting to keep Konnan from getting work papers 

Vader agrees to terms with AJPW 

Scott Hall has skirmish in bar with Marcus Bagwell 

WCW 7-figure catastrophe; PPV shut early, air main event next day for free 
WCW Halloween Havoc (10/25 card coverage) 

A look ahead at NBC Exposed special 

Randy Couture taps out to Enson Inoue on 10/25 Shooto show 

Rick Steiner & Marcus Bagwell win WCW tag team titles from Scott Steiner & Giant 

RINGS 9/21 & Pride 10/11 detailed card coverage 

Paco Alonso of EMLL reaches talent deal with Eric Bischoff & WCW 

Jesse Ventura elected Governor of Minnesota 
A look at WCW’s problems 

ECW November to Remember (11/1 card coverage); Tanaka & Balls Mahoney win ECW 
titles 

Mitsuharu Misawa captures Triple Crown over Kenta Kobashi 

Pro Wrestling subject of much mainstream media coverage 

Jesse Ventura career history 

Sky Low Low & Steven Little Bear pass away 

Pancrase 10/4 & RINGS 10/23 card coverage 

Lots of speculation on WWL & Steve Austin situation 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1998 

Nov. 23 (16) 


Nov. 30 (16) 


Dec. 7 (16) 


Dec. 14 (16) 


Dec. 21 (16) 


Dec. 28 (16) 


WCW in panic over Monday night ratings 

WWF Survivor Series (11/15 card coverage); The Rock wins WWF title 
Major contracts coming due in 1999; a look at the possible free agents 
Vader starts wheels in motion for AJPW turn-around 
Plethora of wrestling mainstream media stories 

Women star Kyoko Inoue takes horrific beating in mixed MMA match 
Major shake-up coming in EMLL from WCW vs. WWF war repercussions 

Shawn Michaels, Masahiro Chono & Hogan futures in jeopardy 
WCW World War III (11/22 card coverage) 

Christine Jarrett passes away 

WWF debuts Superastros show 

Pancrase 10/26 & UFO 11/6 card coverage 

Lots of strange occurrences leading up to FMW 11/20 PPV 

Major changes to 1/8 UFC card 

Chris Candito & Tammy Sytch on ECW leave of absence 

WCW holds unannounced ceremonies for Brian Hildebrand 

TV Guide does wrestling story 

More on WCW’s talent contracts expiring soon 

All Japan women 11/29 30th anniversary card coverage 

Giant Haystacks passes away 

Pancrase 12/19 PPV to include 3 vale tudo rules matches 
Hulk Hogan announces his retirement on the Tonight Show 
Scott Hall & Scott Steiner involved in separate car incidents 

Steve Austin in Rolling Stone, Goldberg in People 
Kenta Kobashi & Jun Akiyama win AJPW Real World Tag League 
Keiji Muto & Satoshi Kojima win NJPW Super Grade tag tournament 
American promotional war spreads to Mexico 
WWF Capital Carnage (12/6 card coverage) 

1998 Tokyo Sports awards 
ECW/FMW relationship has major heat 

Hitman Hart: Wrestling with Shadows movie review 
WWF Rock Bottom (12/13 card coverage) 

Peter Aerts wins 6th-annual K-l Grand Prix 
How far is too far with pro wrestling angles? 

Mexican scene takes turn for the weird 
RINGS (11/20 card coverage) 

Fuerza & Juventud Guerrera suspended by Distrito Federal 
ECW departures & rumored departures 
Kevin Nash & DDP joining WCW booking team 
No conclusive words on conditions of Steve Austin or Jim Ross 

Eric Bischoff closes NBC deal 

Royce Grade loses to Wallid Ismail in Brazil 12/17 

WCW files lawsuit vs. WWF over Hitman Hart movie 

Jesse Ventura-mania continues 

Several tryouts in ECW 

Brady Boone passes away in car accident 

USA Today runs piece on Dana Hall 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

Jan. 4(18) 


Jan. 11 (18) 


Jan. 18(18) 


Jan. 25 (18) 


Feb. 1 (18) 


Feb. 8 (18) 


Feb. 15(18) 


Mankind wins WWF title from The Rock 12/29 
Obstacles of the promtions this year 

WCW Starcade ‘98 (12/27 card coverage); Nash wins WCW title from Goldberg 
Jaguar Yokota & Cuty Suzuki retire 
Pancrase 12/19 card coverage 
UFC 1/8 card preview 

Benoit, Malenko & Guerrero agree to terms with WCW 

Sam Muchnick passes away (obituary issue) 

1998 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 

Hogan wins WCW title from Kevin Nash 1/4 (the one-finger push) 

Keiji Muto wins IWGP title from Scott Norton 
Frank Valois passes away 

Eddy Guerrero in major auto accident on New Year’s Eve 
Speculation that Giant Baba’s wrestling career is over 

ECW Guilty as Charged (1/10 card coverage); Taz wins ECW title from Shane Douglas 
UFC XVIII: Road to the Heavyweight Title (1/8 card coverage) 

WCW/NBC deal postponed as NBA strike ends 

Winnipeg school board lobbies TSN to change Raw programming time 
Paco Alonso still not decided on WWF or WCW 
Kobashi & Akiyama win double tag team titles from Kawada & Taue 
Hashimoto vs. Ogawa match becomes front page news in Japan 

Shawn Michaels’ career looks to be over due to back injury and surgery 
WCW Souled Out (1/17 card coverage) 

Ratings draws and analysis 
1998 final match quality standings 

Chavo Lutteroth of EMLL meets with Victor Quinones & Carlos Maynes 
Junzo Hasegawa passes away 

Dynamite Kid interview highlights from U.K.’s Powerslam magazine 
Terry Taylor quits WCW for WWF writing position 

WCW vs. WWF business trends over the years 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/24 card coverage); The Rock regains WWF title vs. Mankind 
Kawada suffers broken wrist in Triple Crown win over Mitsuharu Misawa 
UFO 12/30 card coverage 

Some controversy in refereeing of Bas Rutten vs. Tsuyoshi Kohsaka match 
Giant Baba passes away (obituary issue) 

Mankind regains WWF title from The Rock at Superbowl Halftime 1/26 
Champions roll call for 1998 
Weekly Pro Wrestling awards 

Jacques Rougeau re-starting indy promotion in Montreal 

Public reaction to the death of Baba 

Perry Saturn & Shane Douglas suffer heart attacks 

Bob Backlund running for congress in Connecticut 

Ultimo Dragon’s Toryumon promotion debut a huge success 

RINGS (1/23 card coverage) 

Guy Mezger returns King of Pancrase title 
Killer Joe Christie passes away 

UFC’s Pat Miletich choked out on Superbrawl card to Shooto’s Jutaro Nakao 
WCW Latino project & Telemundo deal off 
Sable & Marc Mero ask for WWF release 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

Feb. 22 (18) 


March 1 (18) 


March 8 (18) 


March 15 (18) 


March 22(18) 


March 29(18) 


ECW in financial jeopardy 

WWF St. Valentine’s Day Massacre (2/14 card coverage) 

Masa Saito retires; career history 

NBC Dateline segment on Vice McMahon “Lord of the Ring” 

Pancrase (1/19 card coverage) 

Butch Levy passes away 

The Rock wins WWF title from Mankind on 2/15 Raw 

WCW in panic attack; morale hits rock bottom 
Alexander Karelin debuts for RINGS beating Akira Maeda 
Paul Heyman makes deals to save ECW 

WCW Superbrawl (2/21 card coverage); Rey Mysterio Jr. loses his mask 
Goldberg issues challenge to Steve Austin on the Tonight Show 
Jumbo Tsuruta announces his retirement 

WWF investigation on Inside Edition receives mainstream publicity 
Antonio Inoki makes deal with Howard Brody for NWA title change 

WCW content going in opposite direction of WWF to avoid bad publicity 

The Renegade commits suicide 

Steve Austin appears on Nash Bridges 

Satoshi Hasegawa of Pancrase passes away in freak accident 

RINGS (2/21 card coverage) 

Mysterio vs. Psicosis Tijuana match gets bad Mexican mainstream publicity 
Mark Kerr wins Abu Dhabi unlimited weight class 
Ken Shamrock Fightworld interview highlights 

Monday Night wars can officially be declared over 
UFC XIX; Young Guns (3/5 card coverage) 

Vader wins Triple Crown from Akira Taue 

Lizmark career comes to an end due to heart problems 

Luna fired by WWF due to 4 separate incidents 

Quiet power struggle in AJPW between Misawa and Motoko Baba 

WCW Uncensored (3/14 card coverage) 

How many times has Flair been world champion? What constitutes a title reign? 
Jumbo Tsuruta retires at 3/6 Budokan Hall 
Pancrase (2/11 card coverage) 

Naoya Ogawa wins NWA title from Dan Severn 
NWA board of directors’ press release 
Flair goes off on Shane Douglas on WCW Live Audio 
Road Dogg wins IC title over Val Venis 

3/30 ESPN “Outside the Lines” show has industry talk rampant about death 
ECW Living Dangerously (3/21 card coverage) 

Flair & Tsuruta updates 

Vince McMahon on Fox on Sports highlights 

Randy Couture armbarred in RINGS debut by Ilioukhine Mikhail 

Shawn Michaels & Jose Lothario debut their Texas Wrestling Alliance 

Kurt Angle debuts in Memphis 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

April 5 (18) 


April 12 (18) 


April 19 (18) 


April 26(18) 


May 3 (18) 


May 10 (18) 


WWF WrestleMania XV (3/28 card coverage) 

-Steve Austin regains WWF title from The Rock 
Review of the 3/30 ESPN show 

McMahon controversy from Fox on Sports show appears to be cleared up 
Kurt Von Hess passes away 

“Complete Idiot’s Guide to Pro Wrestling” book review 

Lots behind the scenes on Bret Hart quitting angle from Toronto Nitro 

Dave Boy Smith in intensive care in Calgary 
Japan rookie Emiko Kado in coma after in-ring injury 
WrestleMania XV biggest wrestling PPV money maker in history 
Many most-intriguing matches of the year upcoming on MMA shows 
ABC 20/20 has piece scheduled on backyard wrestling 
Pancrase (3/9 card coverage) 

Herb Welch & Earl Sullivan pass away 

Melanie Pillman believes HGH killed Brian (a look at this theory) 

Stampede Wrestling back in action (a look at the new crew) 

Tank Abbott signs with WCW 

Kado passes away in Japan (review of recent in-ring injury/heart attack deaths) 
Update on Davey Boy Smith (career retrospect) 

WCW Spring Stampede (4/11 card coverage); DDP wins WCW title 
NJPW Tokyo Dome (4/10 card coverage) 

ABC’s 20/20 & Entertainment Weekly run wrestling stories 
RINGS 3/22 and UFO (3/29 card coverage) 

Davey Boy Smith update (condition finally improving) 

UFC to have 4/23 hearing in Las Vegas to get Nevada State approval 
WWF lightened talent roster; 14 wrestlers fired 
Vader wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Yuki Kondo wins King of Pancrase 

Bill Apter finishes with London Publishing group after more than 28 years 
Shane Douglas breaks ankle 

Rick Rude passes away 4/20 (obituary issue) 

WWF Backlash 4/25 card coverage 

UFC hearing with Nevada State Athletic Commission cancelled 
Felino jumps from CMLL to AAA 
2 new rules in Oregon as it relates to pro wrestling 

Baba symbolic retirement ceremony 5/2 Tokyo Dome card coverage 
Jos Leduc passes away (career retrospect) 

Update on Rick Rude bio 

Pride 5 4/29 card coverage 

Larry Burton big loser in USWA lawsuit 

Pancrase 4/18 card coverage 

More on Oregon bill #238 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

May 17 (18) 


May 24(18) 


May 31 (14) 


June 7(18) 


June 14 (18) 


June 21 (18) 


June 28 (18) 


5/10 Raw breaks all Monday night records/review of WCW problems 
WCW Slamboree (5/19 card coverage) 

UFC XX: Battle for the Gold (5/7 card coverage); Bas Rutten wins vacant title 

U.S. News & World Report features WWF cover story 

More detailed Pride 5 coverage 

Misuharu Misawa named new AJPW president 

Review of NBC Jesse Ventura movie 

Bad News Allen retires 

Status of Shane Douglas in ECW unknown 

Rumors of possible demise of ECW 
ECW Hardcore Heaven 5/16 card coverage 

Steps towards inter-promotional match between AJPW and NJPW taken 

WWF No Mercy 5/16 card coverage 

Power struggle between Misawa and Motoko Baba 

Owen Hart dies in Kansas City PPV tragedy (obituary issue) 

Over the Edge (5/23 card coverage); Undertaker wins WWF title from Steve Austin 
WWF signs deal for 2-hour Thursday show on UPN 
Boyd Pierce & Johnny Eagles pass away 

Legit heat between Bischoff and wrestlers for deviating from script 

Owen Hart funeral and aftermath coverage 

Jesse Ventura releases autobiography “I Ain’t Got Time to Bleed” 

NJPW meets with Eric Bischoff for talent exchange 

Naoya Ogawa’s first U.S. tour as NWA champion, not a success 

A lock ECW to be on TNN 

Rena Mero files $140 million lawsuit vs. Titan Sports 
Martha Hart/Vince McMahon post-funeral situation turns bad 
WCW announce the signing of Master P & Dennis Rodman 
Kendo Ka Shin wins NJPW Best of the Super Juniors 
UFC main event off as Maurice Smith knocked out in K-l 
Brad Kohler arrested on steroid charge 

Former Oregon commissioner Bruce Anderson comments on Bill #238 
New Jack declared not guilty in Eric Kulas incident 

Hart family files lawsuit vs. Titan Sports and others 
Rena Mero appears on Nitro...contract violation? 

WCW Great American Bash (6/13 card coverage) 

UFC adapts new rulebook 
Diablo Velasco passes away 
RINGS 5/22 card coverage 

NWA Georgia show has criminal charges pressed after a non-angle run-in 

Updates on Rena Mero/Hart family lawsuits 

Bassam A1 Othman of “Good Morning Kuwait” files lawsuit 

Pancrase 5/23 card coverage 

CMLL folds and now under EMLL banner 

Christopher Daniels debuts in ECW 

Appears WCW given up on signing Chris Jericho 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

July 5 (18) 


July 12 (18) 


July 19 (18) 


July 26 (18) 


Aug. 2(18) 


Aug. 9 (18) 


Aug. 16 (18) 


Aug. 23 (18) 


WWF King of the Ring (6/27 card coverage); all hail King Billy Gunn 
New Japan announces Tatsumi Fujinami new president replacing Sakaguchi 
Vince/Rena Mero/Hogan appear on talk show circuit 
Tatsutoshi Goto & Michiyoshi Ohara win IWGP tag team titles in upset 
WCW signs 21 new wrestlers 

Chris Jericho signs 3-year contract with WWF 

TNN announces ECW Friday night deal 

WCW Georgia Dome (7/5 card coverage); Bret Hart returns 

Pride 6 (7/4 card coverage) 

Jesse Ventura to be part of SummerSlam 
Jerry Lawler to run for mayor of Memphis 
Jack Brisco in intensive care 
WCW Bash at the Beach (7/11 card coverage) 

Oregon House of Representatives votes down Senate Bill #238 
Pancrase 6/11 & RINGS 6/24 card coverage 
Highlights of Miami Herald interview with Sting 

Jesse Ventura announced as SummerSlam main event referee 

ECW Heat Wave (7/18 card coverage); Balls Mahoney & Spike Dudley win tag team titles 
UFC XXI; Return of the Champions (7/16 card coverage) 

Rena Mero lawsuit on the verge of settlement 
Jim Cornette starts working in Ohio Valley Wrestling 
WWF releases 4 wrestlers including Goldust 

Highlights of Vince McMahon on TSN’s ‘‘Off the Record” 

WWF Fully Loaded (7/25 card coverage) 

Rena Mero lawsuit settled out of court 
Cavernario Galindo passes away 

Takao Omori & Yoshihiro Takayama become first Triple Crown tag team champions 
Oto Wanz announces he is ending 100-year tradition of promoting card in Austria 

WWF changes name to WWFE and files papers to go public 
Kansas City police close Owen Hart case with no charges filed 
Dave’s opinions on Hall of Fame candidates 
WWF canceling Superastros show and disbanding the division 
WWF in process of signing Dudley Boyz and Stevie Richards 
NY State Senator Gary Velella onpens investigation on pro wrestling 
Pancrase 7/6 card coverage 
Brian Hildebrand benefit show raises $30,000 

Hall of Fame inductees for 1999: 

-Jushin Liger, Lioness Asuka, Keiji Muto & Jim Ross inducted 
A look into the WWFE going public 
Jackie Sato passes away 
Chris Jericho debuts in WWF 
ECW debut on TNN brings mainstream press 

NJPW G-l Climax coverage; Manabu Nakanishi wins 

Steve Austin rumor update 

WCW Road Wild (8/14 card coverage) 

Lord Jonathon Boyd passes away 
MTV runs “True Life: Pm a Pro Wrestler” 

Davey Boy Smith signs with WWF 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

Aug. 30(18) 


Sept. 6 (18) 


Sept. 13 (18) 


Sept. 20 (18) 


Sept. 27 (18) 


Oct. 4 (18) 


Oct. 11 (16) 


WWF SummerSlam (8/22 card coverage); Mankind wins WWF title 
WCW morale worse over botched up power-play attempt by Eric Bischoff 
First ever singles match between Hulk Hogan and Bret Hart anticlimactic 
A look to the new TV season 
Ann Laverne & Walter Johnson pass away 

TV season of wrestling overexposure beings 
Dr. Joel Hackett has medical license suspended 

NJPW; Battle of Last Summer (8/28 card coverage); sets all-time Tokyo record 
ABC Nightline runs piece on backyard wrestling 
Pancrase (8/1 card coverage) 

Psicosis loses mask to Rey Mysterio Sr. in Tijuana 

Mitsuharu Misawa & Yoshinari Ogawa win dougle tag team titles (Misawa now holds all 6 
titles) 

Dave’s decade-by-decade picks of the best performers of the century 
Louie Spicolli & Brian Pillman confirmed as receiving Hackett’s prescriptions 
RINGS (8/19 card coverage) 

Future of UFC is looking the bleakest ever due to financial difficulties 
Jerry Lawler’s mayoral bid doesn’t look strong at this point 

Eric Bischoff re-assigned in Turner Broadcasting 

WCW temporarily in hands of Bill Busch, immediate changes made 

WCW Fall Brawl (9/12 card coverage); Sting wins WCW title from Hulk Hogan 

Brian Hildebrand passes away (quick career retrospect) 

“Beyond the Mat” review 
Taz expected to sign with WWF 
Pride 7 9/12 card results 

A look ahead at WCW’s situation for the new regime 

ECW Anarchy Ruiz (9/19 card coverage); Mike Awesome wins ECW title 

Playboy & Nicole Bass file lawsuits vs. WWF 

Pride 7 more detailed coverage 

Many in WCW trying to politic and struggle for power 
Vince McMahon wins WWF title over HHH 

WWF Unforgiven (9/26 card coverage); HHH wins WWF title 
UFC XXII: There Can Only Be One Champion (9/24 card coverage) 

Ken Shamrock suffers neck injury 

Scott Norton & Keiji Muto win NJPW G-l tag tournament 
Gary Steele wins NWA title from Naoya Ogawa 
Shocker loses mask at EMLL 66th anniversary show 
E! Channel does “Inside Pro Wrestling” piece 
Wrestling Observer Live to debut on new eYada.com 
WWF granted temporary restraining order vs. Playboy 

Vince Russo & Ed Ferrara abruptly quit WWF and sign with WCW 

WWF files breach of contract lawsuit vs. Martha Hart & the Estate of Owen Hart 

WWF Rebellion (10/2 card coverage) 

K-1 Grand Prix preview 
Pancrase (9/18 card coverage) 

Naoya Ogawa regains NWA title from Gary Steele 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


1999 

Oct. 18 (18) 


Oct. 25 (18) 


Nov. 1 (18) 


Nov. 8(18) 


Nov. 15 (18) 


Nov. 22 (18) 


Gorilla Monsoon passes away (career retrospect) 

Heroes of Wrestling PPV (10/10 card coverage) 

Darren Drozdov’s crippling injury leads to more talks on danger of the business 
NJPW (10/11 card coverage) 

More on Vince Russo jump and direction 
Providence Journal runs story on Eric Kulas lawsuit 
Paco Alonso & Vicotr Quinones have falling out 
Sports Illustrated does story on Danny Hodge 

Review of Russo & Ferrara’s first Nitro 

WWF No Mercy (10/17 card coverage); Moolah becomes oldest champion in WWF 
Pride’s DSE schedules meeting with WWF; their future is in question 
Felino quits AAA & returns to EMLL 

WCW releases Vampiro, Sandman & 14 others to cut costs...more to come 
WWF interested in Miss Congeniality (Amy Dumas) from ECW 

Review of Mick Foley’s book “Have a Nice Day” 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/24 card coverage); Goldberg wins U.S. and WCW titles 
Sandman returns to ECW after Paul Heyman vehemently denies he ever would 
Antonio Pena threatens to sue EMLL over Felino 

Kenta Kobashi & Jun Akiyama win PWF & lnt’1 tag team titles from Misawa & Ogawa 
Ultimo Dragon announces his retirement 
Nitro to move to 2-hour show in January 

Review of “The Life and Death of Owen Hart” special from TVO 

Babalu, Noguiera, Henderson & Mikhail advance in RINGS 1st round tournament 

Aaron Neives (aka Brazo Cibernetico/Robin Hood) passes away 

Vader wins Triple Crown from Misawa 

Dr. Harvey Schiller resigns as president of Turner Sports 

Bill Busch calls meeting talking about problems with standards & practices 

WWF signs Jim Neidhart; is this political to lessen Martha Hart lawsuit? 

ECW November to Remember (11/7 card coverage) 

Review of Tom Billington’s book “Pure Dynamite” 

Mark Kerr pulls out of Pride 8 main event citing health problems 

Doug Gilbert violates kayfabe with interview about Lawler on Memphis TV 

Brad Sigel named in charge of overseeing WCW 

Terry Taylor leaves WWF for WCW booking position. Dusty Rhodes quits 
Wal-Mart pulls A1 Snow & Head dolls from stores 

WWF Survivor Series (11/14 card coverage); Big Show wins WWF title 
Steve Austin career in jeopardy; WWF false advertises for Survivor Series 
UFC Japan II (11/14 card coverage); Kevin Randleman wins heavyweight title 
Akira Maeda sucker punched by Yoji Anjoh at UFC show; police called 
A&E features biographies of Steve Austin and Mick Foley 
Wrestling at the Chase: A look back (11/6 review) 

Wolf Rubinsky & Tony Rumble pass away 

Highlights from Bret Hart on Howard Stern & Wrestling Observer Live 
Randy Savage, Gorgeous George & Mona have altercation with Hawk & wife 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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1999 

Nov. 29 (18) 


Dec. 6 (18) 


Dec. 12 (18) 


Dec. 20 (18) 


Dec. 27 (18) 


Update on Steve Austin; in-ring performer status in serious doubt 

Pride 8 (11/21 card coverage); Kazushi Sakuraba scores first win over a Grade 

WCW Mayhem (11/21 card coverage); Bret Hart wins WCW title 

FMW (11/23 card coverage) 

RINGS (10/28 card coverage) 

Yoji Anjoh interrogated by police over Maeda sucker punch 

WWF announces toning down of product after Coke & others drop sponsorship 
Hiro Matsuda passes away (career retrospect) 

Austin’s career may not be in grave danger, Mick Foley in-ring future limited 
Buddy Rose arrested on assault 

Semmy Schilt wins King of Pancrase from Yuki Kondo 
DDP & Buff Bagwell have backstage altercation 
Trish Stratus signs with WWF 

WWF comes back with toned down Smackdown to combat fleeing sponsors 
Highlights of Vince Russo on Wrestling Observer Live 
Showtime Event TV releases PPV decade-in-review numbers 
Ernesto Hoost wins K-1 Grand Prix 

Kenta Kobashi & Jun Akiyama win AJPW World’s Strongest tag tournament 
Pride 8 (11/21 more detailed card coverage) 

Jerry Monti & Johnny War Eagle pass away 
Carly Colon debuts in Puerto Rico 
Dusty Rhodes debuts in ECW 

WWF Armageddon (12/12 card coverage); Chris Jericho wins IC title 

Pancrase 11/28 card coverage 

Tenryu wins IWGP title from Keiji Muto 

Coverage of Madusa, Piper, Sting & Heenan on ABC’s “Politically Incorrect” 
Universo 2000 wins EMLL title from Rayo de Jalisco Jr. 

Tatsumi Fujinami tries to revitalize career by going back to jr. heavyweight 

WCW’s idea to turn things around is same as it was 3 Vi years ago, NWO angle 

Masato Tanaka wins ECW title from Mike Awesome 

WCW Starrcade (12/19 card coverage); Madusa wins cruiserweight title 

Vince Russo lashes out at criticism of his booking 

Tokyo Sports awards 

E! Channel’s “True Hollywood Story” focuses on Hulk Hogan 
Chris Candito, Tammy Sytch & Axl Rotten fired by ECW 
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2000 

Jan. 3(18) 


Jan. 10(18) 


Jan. 17(18) 


Jan. 24(18) 


Jan. 31 (18) 


Feb. 7 (18) 


Goldberg to be out of action 10-15 weeks due to botched angle 

Gotch, Gagne, Nagurski & Hodge make Sports Illustrated Top 50 Athletes of the Century in 

respective states article 

Candidates for Wrestler of the Century 

“Man on the Moon" review 

Kopylov, Renzo Grade, Yvel & Tamura advance in RINGS Mega Battle Open 
Nikkan Sports best wrestler, biggest stories of 1990 & biggest of the decade 
Carlos Newton stabbed at night club 
Mike Awesome wins ECW title from Masato Tanaka 

NJPW/WCW/RINGS Tokyo Dome 2000 (1/4 card coverage) 

Quick review of the promotions’ status in ‘99 
Final 1999 TV ratings 

Pimpinela Escarlata debuts in EMLL; first exotico since the 80s 
Dennis Coraluzzo leaves the NWA 

Gary Albright passes away in the ring on indie show (career retrospect) 

1999 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 
ECW Guilty as Charged 1/9 card coverage 
Transcript of Bret Hart’s Calgary Sun column 

DSE announces Tokyo Dome tournament; could be most interesting card ever 
Vince Russo calls meeting to try to air out any problems 
Controversy from Rock interview on Opie & Anthony show 

Most tumultuous 4-day period for WCW in recent history... 

*Bret Hart out of PPV with concussion; stripped of WCW title 
*Kevin Sullivan named new booker 

*Chris Benoit wins WCW title, then returns it 18 hours later 

*Several wrestlers, including Benoit, demand release from contracts due to Sullivan 
WCW Souled Out (1/16 card coverage) 

Dreamstage Entertainment offers Ken Shamrock a two-fight, $700,000 contract 
World Extreme Fighting (1/15 card coverage); Pele dominates Pat Miletich 

WCW gives releases to Benoit, Guerrero, Malenko, Saturn, Douglas & Konnan 
WWF Royal Rumble (1/23 card coverage); Chris Jericho wins IC title from Chyna 
A1 Costello passes away (career retrospect) 

Bobby Duncum Jr. & Raul Reyes pass away 

WWF pulls developmental territory deal in Memphis from Randy Hales 
RINGS (12/22 card coverage) 

Multifacetico killed by gang in Mexico City 

Benoit, Guerrero, Malenko & Saturn debut as The Radicals on Raw 
Pride 8 (1/30 card coverage) 

“The Rock Says” book review 
1999 final match quality ratings 

Newsweek runs “Why America’s Hooked on Wrestling” 

Lots of controversy in aftermath of Mae Young situation at the Royal Rumble 
Jerry Lawler’s Memphis Championship Wrestling debuts 
Rob Van Dam breaks leg 
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Feb. 14(18) 


Feb. 21(18) 


Feb. 28 (18) 


March 6 (18) 


March 13(18) 


March 20(18) 


March 27(18) 


Vince McMahon announces the creation of the XFL 
Update on Wrestler of the Decade and other categories 
Sabu appears to be finished in WCW 
More detailed Pride 8 coverage 
Weekly Pro Wrestling 1999 awards 

Ken Shamrock & mark Kerr have confrontation at King of the Cage show 
Highlights of Vince McMahon on Jim Rome’s “Last Word” 

Business trends over the years 

Vince on Fox News promoting the XFL 

WCW in turmoil story only gets worse by the week 

Hard Body Harrison, Bobby Walker & Sonny Onoo file racial suit vs. WCW 
Uncle Burt Ray passes away 

Wrestler of the Century; breaking it down by category 
WCW Superbrawl 2000 (2/20 card coverage) 

Talk of potential split of AJPW 

Vader & Steve Williams win double tag team titles from Kobashi & Akiyama 
Oregon wrestling commission has meeting over blood issues 
Ryan Grade arrested in Brazil in stabbing incident 

WWF No Way Out (2/27 card coverage); Foley loses and retires 
Most important wrestler of the century...Kim Shinraku (Rikidozan) 

RINGS King of Kings (2/26 card coverage); Dan Henderson wins 

McMahon orders UPN & USA networks to pull all ads for “Beyond the Mat” 

Kenta Kobashi wins Triple Crown from Vader 

Huge problem on Big Japan show when WX sets himself on fire 

Liz Chase passes away 

Controversy over “Beyond the Mat” grows 

New York Daily News runs three-part series on pro wrestling 

World Submission Championship in Abu Dhabi coverage; Mark Kerr wins big 

More detailed RINGS card coverage 

Barry Blaustein, Piper, Hogan & Terry Funk on Larry King Live 
Appears Sabu done in ECW, again 
Davey Boy Smith checks into rehab 

WWF gives notice to USA Netowrk for contract cancellation 
ECW Living Dangerously (3/12 card coverage) 

WCW draws 3 consecutive sellouts on U.K. tour 
Nippon TV lowers AJPW’s rights fees 
Rikidozan memorial (3/11 card coverage) 

UFC XXIV: First Defense (3/10 card coverage) 

RINGS (2/26 card coverage) 

One less roadblock for WWF/CBS deal...Chris-Craft agrees to sell Vi of UPN 
Vince responds to his part of “Beyond the Mat” controversy 
Atlantis unmasks Villano III at Arena Mexico 
WCW Uncensored (3/19 card coverage) 

Newark Star Ledger has front page story on Jersey All Pro Wrestling & violence 
Rock hosts Saturday Night Live; highest ratings of the season 
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2000 

April 3(18) 


April 10(18) 


April 17 (18) 


April 24(18) 


May 1 (18) 


May 8(18) 


Bischoff & Russo back in charge of WCW 

Highlights of previous WrestleManias 

St. Paul Pioneer Press runs amazing article on Jeff Warner 

Look back at “The Fall Guys” book 

Shawn Michaels wrestling in what is billed as his final match 
Lots of publicity on last week’s JAPW story 

WWF WrestleMania 2000 (XVI) (4/2 card coverage) 

-Kurt Angle loses European and IC titles 
NBC announced as 50% owners of XFL 
Highlights of Vince Russo on WCW Live 

McMahon comes out in favor of regulation of extreme wrestling in New Jersey 

California getting into debates of rules for MMA legalization 

Wrestling Title Histories book review 

Court TV “Wrestling with Death” documentary review 

ECW World Champion Mike Awesome jumps to WCW 
New Japan “Dome Impact” (4/7 card coverage) 

Jushin Liger captures Super J-Cup 
First Bischoff/Russo Nitro a major success 
DSE to run first Pride PPV in U.S. 

Brock Lesnar wins NCAA title 

Masakazu Fukuda passes away after collapsing in New Japan ring 
USA Network files suit vs. WWFE, Viacom & CBS 
Update on Mike Awesome situation 

WCW Spring Stampede (4/16 card coverage); Jeff Jarrett wins WCW title 

UFC Japan III (4/14 card coverage); Tito Ortiz wins middleweight title 

EMLL (3/17 card coverage); Atlantis wins Villano Ill’s mask 

Kenta Kobashi wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

Stampede Wrestling announces Stu Hart 85th birthday card with WWF 

Move to regulate wrestling in New Jersey gains strength 

WWF.com has article on Court TV special 

Justin Credible wins ECW title at ECW Cyberslam 4/22 

Review of Madison Square Garden sellouts 

Calls for safety reforms in NJPW after Kukodo death 

NY Senator Thomas Libous proposes pro wrestlers to be drug tested 

Stu Hart celebration card postponed 

Kuniaki Kobayashi retires 

Tom Renesto passes away 

DDP wins WCW title 4/24 then David Arquette wins it 4/25 in tag match 

Pride 9 Grand Prix (5/1 card coverage) 

-Mark Coleman becomes first champion 
-Kazushi Sakuraba defeats Royce Grade in 90-minute match 
WWF Backlash (4/30 card coverage); The Rock wins WWF title 
California votes to legalize and regulate MMA 
Chris Jericho wins IC title from Chris Benoit 
Richson Grade vs. Masakatsu Funaki 5/26 match in jeopardy 
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May 15 (18) 


May 22 (18) 


May 29 (18) 

(cover date error 3/29) 


June 5 (18) 


June 12 (18) 


June 19 (18) 


June 26 (18) 


Bill to enact state-mandated drug testing of pro wrestlers that work in New York could change 
industry as we know it 

WCW Slamboree (5/7 card coverage); Jarrett wins WCW title from Arquette 
NJPW “Wrestling Dontaku’’ (5/5 card coverage) 

WWF Insurrextion (5/6 card coverage) 

Wrestling Hall of Fame inducts Hodge, Hutton, Caddock & Stecher 

WCW pulls Billy Kidman & Juventud Guerrera from Best of the Super Juniors 

RINGS champion Gilbert Yvel jumps to Pride 

Jumbo Tsuruta passes away from surgery complications (career retrospect) 

ECW Hardcore Heaven (5/14 card coverage) 

Pride 9 5/1 card review 
Marcus Bagwell arrested 

Who drew/draws money at Madison Square Garden 

Crush Girls return on Gaea 5th anniversary show 

Dan Severn wins World Extreme Fighting title over Conan Silviera 

ECW files lawsuit vs. XPW’s Rob Black and Sabu 

WWF Judgement Day (5/21 card coverage); HHH wins WWF title from The Rock 
Super J-Cup coverage; Jushin Liger wins 
RINGS (4/30 card coverage) 

AAA planning major U.S. tour 

Raven given unconditional release by ECW 

Randy Orton to be starting soon in OVW 

Pro wrestling TV landscape expected to change over next few weeks 
Masakatsu Funaki retires (5/26 Tokyo Dome card coverage) 

Brian Pillman memorial (5/25 card coverage) 

Highlights of Jim Rome “Last Word" shows featuring MMA & Bret Hart 5/24 
Ron Fuller’s new promotion debuts in Knoxville in front of 2,500 
Talk Magazine has article on Chyna 

Paul Heyman flies to Pensacola house show to give pep talk to the boys 
Pride 9: Return of the Warriors (6/4 card coverage) 

Daily Variety reports Dwayne Johnson negotiating to star in 2 major films 
Gaea 5th anniversary (5/14 card coverage) 

Lee Fields passes away 

All Japan Pro Wrestling is no more...as we know it 

WCW Great American Bash (6/11 card coverage); Goldberg turns heel 

New Jersey passes bill to regulate “extreme wrestling” 

WWF readying to ban all moves where wrestlers could land on their head 
Tatsuhito Takaiwa wins NJPW Best of the Super Juniors 
UFC XXVI; Ultimate Field of Dreams (6/9 card coverage) 

A&E Hulk Hogan biography review 

Akira Taue & Toshiaki Kawada win double tag team titles in tournament 
RINGS appears to be in trouble 

Mitsuharu Misawa announces formation of Pro Wrestling NOAH 
USA/WWF/CBS trial continues 
Russo quits position of TV writer 
Who has PPV drawing power? 

First ever EMLL/AAA joint show (6/17 card coverage) 

WWF & WCW suffer loss of major sponsorship after PTC presentation 
Pride 9 (6/4 more detailed coverage) 
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2000 

July 3 (18) 


July 10 (18) 


July 17 (18) 


July 24 (12) 


July 31 (12) 


Aug. 7 (18) 


Aug. 14(18) 


Judge rules in favor of WWF and Viacom, WWF to move to TNN in September 

WWF King of the Ring (6/25 card coverage); The Rock regains WWF title, all hail King Kurt 

“Rockin’ Rumble” 30th Anniversary at Louisville Gardens (6/23 card coverage) 

Results of DragonKing study on stereotyping & racism in pro wrestling 
Hiro Hase elected to Japan House of Representatives 
New Jersey state senate votes to regulate extreme wrestling 

ECW cancelled by TNN 

WWF signs Brock Lesnar; a look at NCAA champions that turned pro 
E! Channel runs biography of Jesse Ventura 
Johnny Ace informs AJPW he is taking office job with WCW 
Naoya Ogawa vacates NWA title 

Discovery Channel special "Wrestling School” review; features John Cena 
Working the Boys 

WCW Bash at the Beach (7/9 card coverage) 

-Hogan wins WCW title when Jeff Jarrett lays down 
-Booker T pins Jarrett to win new title 
Dr. Pepper/7-Up pulling out of WWF advertising 
Lawsuits involving WWF vs. USA, ECW vs. TNN talked about 
Guest house fire next to Hart House investigated as arson 
Kevin Nash telling people he is planning to return to WWF 

After 5 years of boom period, pro wrestling faced with uncertainty in future 
ECW Heatwave (7/16 card coverage) 

George Becker passes away 

Lance Storm debuts in WCW, wins U.S. title 

Shawn Michaels cancels his TWA Impact TV show 

Huge advance for WCW Australian tour 
WWF Fully Loaded (7/23 card coverage) 

Misawa announces NOAH two-day tournament 
Warrant out for Jim Cornette’s arrest 
Some shake-ups in Stampede Wrestling 

Gordon Solie passes away (career retrospect) 

NJPW first-ever PPV (7/30 card coverage) First meeting of Choshu vs. Onita 

WWF starts voter registration campaign 

Booking of Ryan Grade in Japan causes controversy 

WCW interoffice memo, “Top 10 Things Not Asked of Vince Russo” 

WCW turmoil again... 

-Brad Siegel backs Russo with complete charge of WCW 
-July’s loss: $7 million 
-YTD: $80 million 
Hall of Fame candidates 

NOAH debut (8/5 card coverage); wrestling landscape in Japan changes greatly 
NJPW (7/30 more detailed card coverage) 

Austin American Statesman lead story, “Ring of Death” 

Missouri Court of Appeals rules in favor of Hart family attorneys 
EMLL PPV (8/4 card coverage) 

Goldberg has meeting with Russo & Brad Siegel; long-term status is tenuous 
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Aug. 21 (12) 


Aug. 28 (18) 


Sept. 4(18) 


Sept. 11 (12) 


Sept. 18 (12) 


Sept. 25 (18) 


Austin receives medical clearance to return in 8 weeks 

WCW New Blood Rising (8/13 card coverage); Muto & Vampiro win WCW tag team titles 
Kensuke Sasaki wins G-l Climax 

News Corporation purchase could affect Smackdown status on UPN 

First major sign of major cut-backs in WCW as cost-cutting measure 

Negotiations serious for ECW on USA 

Hawk hospitalized in Australia 

Rick Davidson & Mitch Snow pass away 

Brock Lesnar debuts in OVW 

Hall of Fame inductees: 

-Shinya Hashimoto, Steve Austin, Mick Foley, Akira Hokuto voted in 
-Longston, Sexton, Szabo inducted 
Report on the murky future of WCW 
Tony Parisi passes away 

Shinjiro Otani leaving to train in Calgary for 6 months 
Dos Caras Jr. debuts 

WWF SummerSlam (8/27 card coverage); Chyna wins IC title 
Pride 8/27 card review; Kazushi Sakuraba beats Renzo Grade 
Pro wrestling Olympians 

ECW puts on 2 of best shows in company history at Hammerstein Ballroom 

Andy Hug passes away 

Fox News runs feature on backyard wrestling 

Fishman loses mask to La Parka 

A look at the promotions; U.S. & Japan in most tumultuous period 
Pride (8/27 more detailed card coverage) 

AJPW has great short-term business prospects working with NJPW 
Olympian update 

Otto Wanz officially cancels Catch Wrestling in Austria & Germany 
Goldberg & Evan Karagias have backstage altercation 

Closest Monday night ratings race so far this year 

NJPW announces Kensuke Sasaki vs. Toshiaki Kawada for Dome show 

Fox Sports Net to run World Sumo League 

David McLane to revive GLOW as WOW 

Gaea Girls documentary released in Toronto Film Festival 

Dusty Rhodes’ Turnbuckle Championship Wrestling to debut soon 

Harley Race arrested for DUI 

Bret Hart column highlights on his Thursday Thunder performance 

Delaware Supreme Court does not overturn Viacom deal 

WCW Fall Brawl (9/17 card coverage); Paul Orndorff collapses in ring 

Professor Torn Tanaka passes away (career retrospect) 

AJPW/NJPW feud continues to sell out 

NJ Governor Christine Whitman signs wrestling regulation bill into law 

Nicole Bass arrested 

Steve Austin marries Debra McMichael 

The origin of the People’s Elbow! 
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Oct. 2(18) 


Oct. 9(12) 


Oct. 16 (12) 


Oct. 23 (18) 


Oct. 30 (18) 


Nov. 6 (18) 


A look at Monday night TV 

WWF Unforgiven (9/24 card coverage); Hardy Boyz win WWF tag team titles 
UFC XXVII; Ultimate Bad Boyz (9/22 card coverage) 

Rulon Garner wins Olympic Gold and ends Karelin’s 15-year winning streak 
A look at RINGS King of Kings tournament bracketing 
Tenryu signs full-time contract with AJPW 
Billy Joyce passes away in England 

Mike Rapada, The Colorado Kid, wins NWA title in tournament 

WCW & ECW future still up in the air 
WWF announces revised profits 

ECW Anarchy Ruiz (9/22 card coverage); Jerry Lynn wins ECW title 
Vader/Scorpio All Japan/NOAH situation heats up 
The Rock signs in as lead of The Scorpion King 
More Olympic notes 

Klondike Bill & Olivia Walker pass away 
Jeremy Horn wins RINGS USA tournament 
WWF files lawsuit vs. William Morris Agency 

WCW sale imminent 

All Japan vs. New Japan Tokyo Dome “Do Judge” card coverage 
Juventud Guerrera arrested for berserk drug-induced rage in Australia 
RINGS King of Kings (10/9 card coverage) 

Vader debuts in NOAH 

WWF negotiating with Rulon Gardner 

Rocky Johnson under police investigation for theft and harassment 

WCW & ECW status still up in the air 
ECW loses TNN slot 

Kensuke Sasaki comes across perfectly in 10/9 loss to Kawada 
Rulon Garner decides to stay as amateur 
Maryland bans all backyard wrestling events 
Stampede Wrestling loses its TV 

Juventud Guerrera fired by WCW over Australia incident 
More on Rocky Johnson 

Yokozuna passes away (career retrospect) 

Bret Hart terminated by WCW 

WWF No Mercy (10/22 card coverage); Kurt Angle wins WWF title 

WWF buying WCW update 

Leo Nomellini passes away (career retrospect) 

Kengo Kimura announces his retirement 

Bret Hart retires 

Owen Hart death lawsuit verbally settled 

Davey Boy Smith arrested for threatening Diana with death 

WCW Halloween Havoc (10/29 card coverage) 

Pride 11: Battle of the Rising Sun (10/31 card coverage) 

Tenryu wins Triple Crown in tournament over Kawada 
Leo Nomellini update 

“Bodyslams! Memoirs of a Wrestling Pitchman” book review 
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Nov. 13 (12) 


Nov. 20(18) 


Nov. 27 (18) 


Dec. 4 (12) 


Dec. 11 (12) 


Dec. 18 (18) 


Future of WCW still unknown 

ECW November to Remember (11/5 card coverage); Steve Corino wins ECW title 

Review of “I’m Next,” Bill Goldberg autobiography 

Question of WCW future still remains 

Highlights of Bret Hart on Jim Rome show 

Cherie Dupree (valet of Gorgeous George) passes away 

Roddy Piper files wrongful dismissal lawsuit vs. WCW 

Bobby Heenan contract not going to be renewed by WCW 

Shinya Hashimoto fired by New Japan 

WrestleMania X-Seven becomes the highest-grossing event ever after first-day sales 
Comparison of mortality, crippling injury & drug problems 1986 vs. 1991 vs. 1998 
Owen Hart death lawsuit settlement finalized 
WWF files lawsuit vs. L. Brent Bozell and PTC 
Scott Hall debuts in ECW 

WWF Survivor Series (11/19 card coverage) 

Motoko Baba announces Stan Hansen’s retirement as of January 28 

UFC XXVIII: High Stakes (11/17 card coverage); Couture wins title for second time 

WCW German market PPV (11/16 card coverage) 

Furor over RVD status in ECW 

ECW in turmoil, most talent behind 6 weeks in pay 

WCW Mayhem (11/27 card coverage); Scott Steiner wins WCW title 

Yoshihiro Momota passes away 

Ruben Huizar (Eddie Sullivan) passes away (quick career retrospect) 

Billy Gunn wins IC title from Eddy Guerrero 

ECW Massacre on 34th Street (12/3 card coverage); all talent paid one pay period 
WWF U.K. Rebellion PPV (12/2 card coverage) 

Eric Bischoff rumored to be buying WCW 
Shinya Hashimoto to debut for NOAH 
Scott Hall arrested 

Bobby Heenan removed from TV for duration of his contract 
Wall Street Journal rips WWF on lawsuit vs. PTC 

WWF Armageddon (12/10 card coverage) 

-Chris Benoit wins Intercontinental title 
-Edge and Christian win WWF tag team titles 
Inoki announces NYE card main event; Shamrock & Frye vs. Takada & Muto 
L. Brent Bozell responds to WWF lawsuit 

Steve Williams & Mike Rotundo win AJPW Real World Tag League tournament 

Ernesto Hoost wins K-1 Grand Prix 

Riki Choshu announces he is coming out of retirement 

RVD hints about leaving ECW on Between the Ropes radio show 

Brad Siegel addresses WCW department heads 

Highlights of Jim Ross media press conference 
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2000 

Dec. 25 (18) 


Blue Demon passes away (career retrospect) 

Problems backstage at Nitro 

-fight between Steiner & DDP 
-wrestlers walk off 

Detailed analysis of the state of WCW and ECW 
WCW Starrcade card (12/17 card coverage) 

NJPW in major surprise announces Choshu vs. Hashimoto for 1/4 Tokyo Dome 
News not bright in ECW; paychecks don’t come 
Japanese Sports media awards 

UFC XXIX: Defense of the Belts (12/16 card coverage) 

EMLL Sin Piedad Arena Mexico Spectacular (12/15 card coverage) 

New Jack’s status in ECW up in the air 
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Jan. 1 (12) 


Jan. 8 (12) 


Jan. 15(18) 


Jan. 22 (18) 


Jan. 29 (12) 


Feb. 5 (12) 


Feb. 12(18) 


Dave’s review of the Wrestler of the Year candidates 

Pride 12: Cold Fury (12/23 card coverage); Sakuraba beats Ryan Grade 

RINGS King of Kings 2nd Round (12/22 card coverage) 

Eric Bischoff flies to Atlanta on request of Brad Siegel to work problems out 
Davey Boy Smith has hearing on threats made to Bruce Hart 

Paul Heyman in serious ECW sale negotiations 

Inoki Bon Ba Ye Osaka Dome New Year’s Eve spectacular (12/31 card coverage) 

WCW fires Mark Madden 

Wrestler of the Year award further analysis 

Vince McMahon interviewed for Playboy article 

Nikkan Sports biggest news stories of the century poll results 

NJPW 12/14 PPV (more detailed card review) 

Canadian Wire Service highlights on sotry on Harts and court settlement aftermath 

2001 Wrestling Observer Newsletter award winners 

New Japan Wrestling World 2001 Tokyo Dome (1/4 card coverage) 

ECW Guilty as Charged (1/7 card coverage); Sandman wins ECW title 
RVD returns to ECW 

Villano I and Kung Fu pass away in Mexico 
Nell Steward passes away 

Governors office in California denies funding to regulate MMA 
Highlights of McMahon interview in Playboy 

WCW sale to Fusient Media announced Jan. 11, review of the rumors 
SEG sells UFC to Lorenzo Fertitta & Zuffa 

WCW Sin (1/14 card coverage); Chuck Palumbo & Sean O’Haire win WCW tag team titles 
Dave comments on the 2001 WON award winners 
A look at history of guaranteed contracts in wrestling 
NJPW (12/31 more detailed review) 

Highlights of Jim Ross interview on Slam! Wrestling about RVD and Jerry Lynn 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/21 card coverage); Chris Jericho wins IC title from Chris Benoit 
Kenta Kobashi blows out knee 

Saturday Night magazine has lengthy story on the Hart family problems 
Scott Steiner arrested 

Much talk on potential shut-down and re-launch of WCW under WWF banner 
Main event draws 

WWF signs Justin Credible, negotiating with Tajiri and Rhyno 

Stan Hansen retirement card coverage 

Dr. Joel Hackett indicted on Ja. 24 on 48 different counts 

Chyna’s “If They Only Knew” book review 

Rito Romero passes away 

Murder trial of 13-year-old Lionel Tate goes to a jury 
Jim Wilson to be inducted into Georgia Sports Hall of Fame 
Road Dogg and Dennis Knight (Mideon) fired by WWF 

XFL debut review 

Stan Hansen career review 

ECW needs a miracle to avoid closing down 

WOW posts $2.5 million loss between September and November 

Jim Rome’s “Last Word” discusses XFL 

Killer Kowalski rips Chyna about comments in her book 


120 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2001 

Feb. 19(12) 


Feb. 26 (18) 


March 5(12) 


March 12 (18) 


March 19 (12) 


March 26(18) 


Business trends over the years 
XFL ratings plummet in week 2 

Bischoff s proposed shutdown of WCW nixed by Time Warner 
Lots of rumors on Televisa situation in Mexico 
Sports Illustrated has story on backyard wrestling 

Bischoff deciding against the shutdown 

NJPW 2/18 PPV (card coverage); announces Mike Tyson negotiations 
WCW Superbrawl (2/18 card coverage) 

Interesting column from Lance Storm’s website 

Stu Hart to be awarded the Order of Canada 

Ted Bentley passes away 

Notes on WCW discrimination lawsuit 

Odds strong that Paul Heyman will join WWF as a writer 

Brock Lesnar & Shelton Benjamin win OVW tag team titles — first of their careers 

Uncertainty of WCW future as long-term plans change once again 

WWF No Way Out (2/25 card coverage); The Rock wins WWF title from Kurt Angle 

UFC XXX: Battle of the Boardwalk (2/23 card coverage) 

Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira wins RINGS King of Kings (tournament results) 
Mandalay Sports announces joint venture called matrats.com 
Kat fired by WWF, Jerry Lawler quits in protest 
XFL takes first sponsorship hit 

Review of the current dangerous transition period in U.S. wrestling 
Jerry Lawler/Kat update 

Zero-One Tokyo Sumo Hall (3/2 card coverage) 

NJPW 2/18 PPV (more detailed review) 

Kenta Kobashi undergoes second knee surgery 
Jushin Liger & El Samurai win IWGP Jr. tag team titles 
Many pro wrestlers on list of strongest men that ever lived 
Paul Heyman debuts in WWF in Lawler’s commentator role 
Lots of XFL notes 

Many questions and few answers for WCW future 
Zero-One 3/2 (more detailed coverage) 

A look ahead to EMLL first PPV on 3/30 

NOAH to have weekly TV show on NTV 

Lionel Tate sentenced to life in prison 

Lawler posts long article on his website about his situation 

TBS announces the end of a 29-year run of wrestling 
Time Warner going to sell WCW, almost assuredly to WWF 
Review of McMahon on Bob Costas ’s “On the Record’’ 

WCW Greed (3/18 card coverage) 

WWF pulls developmental deal from Memphis Power Pro over Lawler situation 

Business woes of XFL continue 

Scott Norton wins IWGP title from Kensuki Sasake 
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April 2 (18) 


April 9 (18) 


April 16 (18) 


April 23 (12) 


April 30 (12) 


May 7 (18) 


WWF purchases WCW, a look inside the sale 

Dick Ebersol seriously talking of not continuing the XFL 

Pride 13: Collision Course (3/25 card coverage), Telligman upsets Vovchanchyn 

RINGS King of Kings 2/24 more detailed card coverage 

NJPW 3/6 anniversary show card coverage 

A look at matrats.com 

A look at the last Nitro; Booker T wins WCW title from Scott Steiner 
Highlights of Vince McMahon from two different radio interviews 

WWF WrestleMania X-Seven (4/1 card coverage) 

-Steve Austin wins WWF title from The Rock 
Fate of WCW talent (aside from the 24 whose contracts were picked up) 

Proposed new rules for MMA in New Jersey 

EMLL first PPV (3/30 card coverage); Perro Aguayo loses hair to Universo 2000 
Pride 13 more detailed coverage 
Wrestling loses many veterans this week 
-Johnny “Red Shoes” Dugan 
-Rolando Vera 
-Benny McCrary 
-Ozzie Timmins 
-Jack Wilson 

120 out of 140 WCW employees let go in one fell swoop 

WrestleMania X-Seven becomes biggest revenue-producing event in history 
New Japan Osaka Dome (4/9 card coverage); Kazuyuki Fujita wins IWGP title 
ECW files for bankruptcy 

WMC-TV informs Power Pro Wrestling final studio show will be 4/14 
WWF content issue resurfaces, another Smackdown sponsor pulls out 
IWA Jucio Final (4/7 card coverage); Puerto Rico wrestling war heats up 
Lots of talk of booking change in NJPW 

Saturday morning Memphis show will continue for two months in some form 
WCW re-launch 7 weeks away, new version to be opposite of old version 
NJPW considers going public 
Abu Dhabi Combat Classic highlights 

Puerty Rico heats up more as promotions run head-to-head cards 
Tenryu wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Maryland Athletic Commission bans Balls Mahoney for life 
The Rock states future plans are leaving wrestling for Hollywood 

Johnny Valentine passes away, quick career retrospect 
Revised WWFE financial projections 
Wrestling the least popular among 11 sports tested in poll 
Zero-One’s second PPV (4/18 card coverage) 

Opening the Vault of Classic Memphis Wrestling draws ton of media 
Second-announced delay of WCW re-launch 
Eric Bischoff resurfaces in matrats.com 

Johnny Valentine career retrospect 

WWF Backlash (4/29 card coverage); Kurt Angle & HHH win WWF tag team titles 
Jim Ross meeting talent in Atlanta & L.A. for new WCW 
A lost of debtors in the ECW bankruptcy 
Kim Mason of Superbrawl arrested for murder 
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May 14 (18) 


May 21 (12) 


May 28 (12) 


June 4(18) 


June 11 (18) 


June 18 (12) 


June 25 (12) 


New Japan Dome card coverage, one-match card doesn’t deliver 
WWF Insurrextion (5/5 card coverage) 

UFC XXXI: Locked & Loaded (5/4 card coverage) 

Who draws on house shows? 

FMW 5/5 card results 

Ohio backing off adding 5% tax on wrestling events due to WWF threats 
Shane Douglas lawsuit settled out of court 

McMahon announces the disbanding of the XFL 
“Foley is Good” book review 

A look at the unprofessional conduct on FMW 5/5 card involving Ogawa 
Roddy Piper promotion 5/11 Oregon card coverage 
Contingent of WCW stars to be sent to Memphis & OVW 

Two months after the biggest show in history, the industry hits a panic 
Foley responds to Dave’s book review 

WWF Judgement Day (5/20 card coverage); Kane wins IC title from HHH 
Vamprio causes major headlines in first matches back after concussion 
Tom McDonley passes away due to backyard wrestling injury 
Highlights of Mick Foley interview with New York Times 

Pride 14: Clash of the Titans (5/27 card coverage) 

Hart family ripped apart as WWF comes to Calgary 

3 different marketing studies on pro wrestling yield conflicting results 

Mark Coleman challenges winner of Kazuyuki Fujita vs. Yuji Nagata IWGP title match 

RINGS appears to be in bad shape 

Haru Sasaki and Leo “Shoulders” Newman pass away 

Motion by PTC to dismiss WWF lawsuit denied 

Brian Christopher fired by WWF for drug possession at border 

An analysis of what signing Goldberg could mean 
Steve Austin moves ahead of Ric Flair in PPV draws list 
Liger captures Best of the Super Juniors tournament 
Tex McKenzie passes away 
1 vs. 5 vs. 10 years ago this week 

Eric Bischoff implicated in Atlanta strip club trial — The Gold Club 
Kevin Nash vs. Honky Tonk Man internet feud 
Kurt Angle inducted into Amateur Wrestling Hall of Fame 
More on Brian Christopher 

Awards candidates Vi way through the year 

Muto becomes the first non-All Japan wrestler to win Triple Crown 6/8 
NJPW Budokan Hall 6/6 card coverage 

Several injuries on Combat Zone Wrestling TV taping in New Jersey 
Kazuyuki Fujita to defend IWGP title vs. Gary Goodridge or Mark Coleman 

Future of North American wrestling likely based on WCW re-launch 
A look at other bad periods in North American wrestling scene 
Masahiro Chono replaces Riki Choshu as New Japan booker 
Legends of Memphis Wrestling card draws 4,700 
Zero-One (6/4 card coverage) 

Mikey Whipwreck to retire 
Jake Roberts arrested 


123 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2001 

July 2 (18) 


July 9 (12) 


July 16 (18) 


July 23 (12) 


July 30(18) 


Aug. 6 (12) 


Aug. 13 (12) 


McMahon to rename TNN show to “WCW Raw” 

WWF King of the Ring (6/24 card coverage); all hail King Edge 

Chris Adams indicted on manslaughter 

Changes in WWF developmental program and talent 

WWF & Chyna part ways 

1 vs. 5 vs. 10 vs. 25 years ago this week 

NJPW to open training facility in L.A. 

North Carolina looking at boxing commission to cover wrestling and MMA 
Tough Enough debuts 

WCW Invasion first impressions 

Annoual business report of WWFE 

In Demand announces UFC will be back on regular cable 

UFC XXXII; Showdown in the Meadowlands (6/29 card coverage) 

OVW Last Dance 6/27 card coverage 

Sports Illustrated has feature on Wahoo McDaniel 

Chris Benoit undergoes neck surgery 

WWF recreates ECW out of the ashes 
eYada.com closes 

Move to rehire Lawler as WWF announcer next to dead 

5 vs. 10 years ago this week 

Lots of big names looking to get out of AAA 

Buff Bagwell fired by WWF 

Highlights of Mick Foley on “Off the Record” 

Story of Paul Heyman & ECW gets even stranger 
Terry Gordy passes away; quick career retrospect 
WWF’s long-term planning is non-apparent 
Dan Severn suspended by IFC 
Ace Freeman passes away 

WWF Invasion (7/22 card coverage) 

Terry Gordy career retrospect 

Perplexing booking at New Japan Sapporo Dome 7/20 card 
Alex “KO” Perez passes away 

WWF debates wrestling’s influence on children on MSNBC 
Nevada votes unanimously to sanction MMA 

Report on WWFE Securities & Exchange Commission filings 

Pride 15: Raging Rumble (7/29 card coverage); events leading up to the show 

News on MECW 

Onita elected to House of Councilors 

Jun Akiyama wins GHC title from Mitsuharu Misawa 

Annodeus, a division of Acclaim, files attempt to take over ECW assets 

Dennis Coraluzzo passes away 

Preliminary reports indicate 1.6 buy rate for Invasion 
Hall of Fame candidates preview 
Rhonda Singh passes away 

Sorting out of ECW bankruptcy on hold until October 
Gorilita Flores, the inventor of the plancha, passes away 
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Aug. 20(18) 


Aug. 27 (18) 


Sept. 3 (18) 


Sept. 10(12) 


Sept. 17 (12) 


Sept. 24 (18) 


Hall of Fame issue, inducted this year are: 

-Lizmark 
-El Statanico 
-Bull Nakano 

World Wildlife Fund files lawsuit vs. WWF 
Yuji Nagata wins G-l Climax 

Dean Malenko announces retirement at Pillman show 

Multi-Channel News reports on WWF purchase of WCW 

MECW has somewhat of a success on free show at ECW Arena 

Eric Bischoff named Chief Operating Officer of Battle Management 

K-l third foray into the U.S. a success; Stephan Leko knocks out Peter Aerts 

WWF SummerSlam 8/19 card coverage 
-Edge wins IC title from Lance Storm 
-The Rock wins WCW title from Booker T 
New Japan’s Kazuyuki Fujita loses in 0:49 to Mirco Cro Cop in shoot 
Brian Johnston suffers stroke 

G-l Climax an example of what New Japan does right 
Reviews of “Faded Glory” and “No Holds Barred: Evolution” 

Appears WWF will not air PPV on DirecTV 
Savio Vega announces retirement 
WOW magazine in grave danger 

WWFE exceeds preview projections for first fiscal quarter 

MECW already appears to be unraveling 

Apparent business breakup between Inoki and Hashimoto 

3 vs. 8 vs. 13 years ago this week 

Stacy Carter files for divorce from Jerry Lawler 

Rumors of new promotion; a look at the reality of this 

Just two months after Invasion, we learn how quickly things change 

A look at the Invasion angle 

WrestleMania X8 announced for Toronto 

Working relationship between UFC and Pride seems rocky 

Highlights of Chyna on Larry King Live 

A look at the North American wrestling scene outside of the WWF 

First ever WWF vs. WCW title match not big news 

A look at the Puerto Rico promotional war, WWC and IWA 9/8 cards 

Abdullah Tamba passes away 

TV Azeteca runs biography on Perro Aguayo 

UFC re-launch on PPV goes from perfect time to worst time 

NJPW 9/16 card coverage; the worst tournament in existence 

Steve Yohe’s Wrestler of the Year winners from 1901 to present 

More details on Jamie Kellner’s cancellation of wrestling on the Superstation 

Very unique Smackdown takes place 9/13 in Houston 
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Oct. 1 (18) 


Oct. 8 (12) 


Oct. 15 (12) 


Oct. 22 (18) 


Oct. 29 (18) 


Nov. 5 (12) 


U.S. wrestling industry entering uncharted waters 

WWF Unforgiven (9/23 card coverage); Kurt Angle wins WWF title from Steve Austin 

UFC continues string of bad luck 

Pride 16; Beasts from the East (9/24 card coverage) 

Universal deal for new promotion has been signed 
Shinya Hashimoto/NWA title situation takes 180-degree turn 
Pride press conference announces creation of 3 championships 
Sean O’Haire involved in fight in the stands at MMA show 

Maven wins Tough Enough, a look back 

UFC XXXIII; Victory in Vegas (9/28 card coverage) 

WWF ordered to pay $150,000 to World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 

Helen Hart in semi-coma 

EMLL 68th anniversary (9/28 card coverage); Mascara Magica unmasks 
NJPW (9/16 more detailed coverage) 

Learning Channel’s “Body Slam: The Making of a Pro Wrestler” review 

Chris Adams dies of gunshot wound (career retrospect) 

“It’s True! It’s True!!” book review 
NJPW Indicate of Next (10/8 card coverage) 

Pride 16 (9/24 more detailed coverage) 

Talk of Ted Turner resigning from AOL 

WWF needs to look at why the over-30 audience is leaving 
-Results of Dave’s own survey 
WWF Unforgiven PPV will not be on DirecTV 
Helen Hart takes turn for the worst 

The boom period is over; Steve Austin vs. The Rock failed to sell out MSG 

Battlarts promotion in jeopardy 

NWA 53rd anniversary (10/13 card coverage) 

-Shinya Hashimoto legit knocks out Steve Corino 

WWF Survivor Series not looking positive 
A quick look at WWF TV 

WWF No Mercy (10/21 card coverage); Chris Jericho wins WCW title from The Rock 

Hayabusa paralyzed after in-ring accident 

“Casual Loss” by Ben Miller (follow-up to last week’s story) 

2 vs. 7 vs. 12 years ago this week 

Antonio Pena and several AAA representatives arrested 

Keiji Muto & Taiyo Kea win double tag team titles from Yoji Anjo & Genichiro Tenryu 
Vader & Too Cold Scorpio become first GHC tag team champions 
Kappa Publishing (PW1 publisher) purchases WOW Magazine 

WWF locker room showing signs of frustration 
XWF one week away from start-up 

Keiji Muto wins unprecedented 6th major league title held simultaneously on 10/28 

World Wrestling All Stars 10/26 Sydney, Australia card coverage 

APW King of the Indies (10/26 - 10/27 card coverage); shows outstanding 

DirecTV sold to EchoStar 

Hayabusa update 

Zero-One (10/25 card coverage) 

Bret Hart freaks out over comment made by Jack Brisco 
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Nov. 12 (12) 


Nov. 19 (18) 


Nov. 26 (18) 


Dec. 3 (12) 


Dec. 10 (12) 


Dec. 17 (18) 


Dec. 24 (18) 


Topsy Turvy week for WWF 

First day ticket sales guarantees WrestleMania to be highest gate in North America 
Helen Hart passes away 

UFC 34: High Voltage (11/2 card coverage); Matt Hughes wins welterweight title 
Pride 17: Championship Chaos (11/3 card coverage) 

More XWF notes, including Hogan and Sullivan writing TV 

WWFE lays off 9% of office staff 

One week before first taping, Hogan appears to have pulled out of XWF 

“Under the Mat” book review 

Eddy Guerrero arrested on DUI, fired by WWF 

Lots of talk on Mick Foley’s apparent farewell promo on Raw 

Pride 17 more detailed coverage 

Public family explosion on radio show two days prior to Helen Hart funeral 

Flair and Lawler return to WWF on Monday Night Raw 
Coverage of WWF’s quarterly report for investors 

WWF Survivor Series (11/18 card coverage); Trish Stratus wins Women’s title 

XWF finishes first TV taping 

“Under the Mat” controversy continues 

APW promotion ripped apart after King of the Indies cards 

Nasty Boys become first XWF tag team champions 

Yuji Nagata vs. Mirko Cro Cop announced for NJPW 12/31 main event 

WWF not only has hit the reset button, but the rerun button as well 

“Looking at Contracts” by Ben Miller 

AAA (11/23 card coverage); Heavy Metal loses his hair 

FMW PPV (11/23 card coverage) 

WWF sets 1/17 as target date to split the company in two 

A look at what a brand split would mean 

Ed Whalen passes away 

Battlarts announces final show 12/1 

Bobby Hoffman sentenced to two years in prison 

WWF Vengeance (12/19 card coverage); Chris Jericho becomes Undisputed WWF Champion 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan & Satoshi Kojima win G-l Climax (12/11 results) 

Ed Whalen retrospect 

Keiji Muto & Taiyo Kea win AJPW Real World Tag League tournament 
Mark Hunt wins K-l Grand Prix (12/8 card results) 

Matt Lindland finishes 2nd at World Greco Roman Championships 
3 vs. 8 vs. 13 years ago this week 

IWGP Champion Kazuyuki Fujita tears Achilles tendon, could be out 6 months 

WWF developmental talent Russ Haas found dead 

World Wrestling All Stars announce 2/24 PPV 

Fujita injury messes up 12/31 show; a look at the card 

Keiji Muto named MVP of Japanese wrestling by Tokyo Sports 

Shinya Hashimoto wins NWA title 

Ribs in wrestling make lots of news 
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Dec. 31 (12) 


Review of the most newsworthy 3 months in modem history 
Why this down period is different than the last one 
Looking back at the WCW and UFC sales 
Pride 18: Cold Fury II (12/23 card coverage) 

Age old question of boxer vs. wrestler answered at 12/23 Deep show 
NJPW (12/11 more detailed card coverage) 

“Down Cycles” by Ben Miller 

Ted Turner renews contract with AOL 

Highlights of Hulk Hogan on ESPN’s “Unscripted” 
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Jan. 7 (12) 


Jan. 14(18) 


Jan. 21 (18) 


Jan. 28 (12) 


Feb. 4(12) 


Feb. 11 (18) 


Feb. 18 (12) 


Coverage of Inoki’s NYE special; creation of Tadao Yasuda as a star 

WWF and Kevin Nash close to a deal 

RINGS folds; a look back at the company 

XWF on the road for the first time 

Superstar Graham suffers near fatal bursting of 4 veins 

Nikkan Sports top 10 news stories of 2001 

Mike Davis passes away 

Jacques Rougeau draws 9,200 in Montreal 12/30 

2001 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 
HHH returns to the ring 

NJPW Wrestling World 2002 (1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage) 

Mighty Igor passes away 
Leo Burke in critical condition 
John Swenski passes away 

Hogan, Hall and Nash inevitable on their way to WWF 
Dave reviews the award winners 

UFC 35: Throw Down (1/11 card coverage); Bustamante wins middleweight title 
Out-of-court settlement: “Under the Mat” pulled from bookshelves 
“Attempts at forming shoot promotions in U.S.” by Nick Binelli 
NJPW 1/4 more detailed card coverage 
Akira Hokuto announces her retirement 

William Parnell not indicted in shooting death of Chris Adams 

NJPW in chaos: Keiji Muto, Tokimitsu Ishizawa, and Satoshi Kojima give notice 
Imminent arrival of Hall and Nash teased on Raw 

WWF Royal Rumble (1/20 card coverage); William Regal wins IC title from Edge 
Tradition of Memphis wrestling on WMC-TV returns 
Highlights of Jim Ross press conference 

Official signing of Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash will be precursor of full-scale 
changes 

NJPW situation update 

Tijuana promotional war gets even more confusing 

Schenectady, NY-based Hall of Fame having first induction ceremony 

Cibernetico wins UWA title from Canek 

Still few answers to the saga of Muto, Ishizawa and Kojima 
Ortiz vs. Belfort off; Ortiz injures ACL in training 
Nelson Royal passes away (career retrospect) 

Dave reviews Category B award winners 

“The Situation in Japan” by Ben Miller 

2 vs. 7 vs. 12 years ago this week 

Herb Calvert passes away 

UFC inks first TV deal; Sky Sports in the U.K. 

It didn’t take long to be a problem in WWF with arrival of Hall and Nash 

Scott Hall already in the doghouse 

WWF & DirecTV temporarily end dispute 

K-l’s new middleweight division debuts on TBS in Japan 

Biggest Cauliflower Alley Club has biggest turn-out in its history 

Jeff Raitz passes away 

Kevin Nash files royalties suit vs. Time Warner 
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Feb. 25 (18) 


March 4 (18) 


March 11 (18) 


March 18(18) 


March 25 (12) 


April 1 (12) 


Hogan and Rock set up WrestleMania (it was one of those moments) 

WWF No Way Out (2/17 card coverage); Hulk Hogan’s first WWF appearance since 1993 
FMW folds; a look back at the promotion 

Pro Wrestling NOAH (2/17 card results); Kenta Kobashi re-injures knee 
NJPW Tokyo Dome (2/16 card coverage); Tadao Yasuda wins IWGP title 
Fuji Network announces that it is dropping women’s wrestling after 25 years 
Wrestling Observer Live to return 

A look at head-to-head PPV history 
Pride 19: Bad Blood (2/24 card coverage) 

WWA The Revolution (2/24 card coverage) 

WWFE third quarter investors conference, not too noteworthy 
AJPW Budokan Hall (2/24 card coverage); Keiji Muto debuts 
Swede Hanson passes away (career retrospect) 

Nick Roberts passes away 
Ring of Honor debuts 2/23 

Vic Grimes takes most insane bump of all time on 2/23 XPW card 

Can there be a solid #2 company that is profitable? 

WWA PPV aftermath; Andrew McManus under tons of heat 
XWF runs second round of money losing shows 
WWF loses court ruling over WWF name 
WWF Yokohama Arena (3/1 card coverage) 

Bret Hart offered WrestleMania spot 

NJPW Tokyo Dome (2/16 card coverage); Tadao Yasude wins IWGP title 

AJPW Budokan Hall (2/24 card coverage); Kawada wins Triple Crown from Keiji Muto 

Slick Robbie D passes away; quick career recap 

Major cloud of uncertainty for WWF future going into biggest show of the year 
WrestleMania line-up review and history of WrestleMania 
Update on Jerry Jarrett’s promotion 

Belfort cancels UFC to take part in Brazilian Big Brother-type show 
Dream Machine Troy Graham passes away (career retrospect) 

All Japan women (2/24 card coverage) 

Dan Severn wins NWA title from Hashimoto 

Tony Gonzales (one of the Masked Medics) passes away 

WrestleMania X-8 (3/17 card coverage); HHH wins WWF title from Chris Jericho 

Where WrestleMania X-8 stands in all-time records 

Vince gives his side of the Hart negotiations to Toronto Sun 

Zero-One (3/2 card coverage) 

Norm Kimber passes away 

Riot breaks out at Ultimate Athlete MMA show on 3/16 
WWF goes through with brand split and draft on 3/25 

UFC 36: Worlds Collide (3/22 card coverage); Josh Barnett wins title from Randy Couture 
Cael Sanderson of Iowa State becomes single greatest U.S. amateur 

Masahiro Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan win IWGP tag team titles from Yuji Nagata & Manabu 
Nakanishi 

Big Red Reese and Roy Schilling pass away 
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April 8(18) 


April 15 (12) 


April 22(18) 


April 29(12) 


May 6 (22) 


May 13 (22) 


May 20 (12) 


WWF business trends over the past 7 years 
Toshiaki Kawada injured 

K-1 promoter Kazuyushi Ishii about to be arrested for tax evasion 
A look at salaries with recent WWF pay cuts 
If it was real, who would be the best? 

Atlanta Business Constitution runs story on WCW racial discrimination lawsuit 

Scorpion King about to open; what does this mean for The Rock and wrestling 
Josh Barnett and Jens Pulver UFC futures up in the air 
Akira Hokuto retires (career retrospect) 

You can’t make a superstar by giving them a title 
Bobby Managoff passes away 

Mitsuharu Misawa vs. Masahiro Chono to headline 5/2 Tokyo Dome 

TV & wrestling: is there room for an alternative promotion? 

Keiji Muto wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Genichiro Tenryu beats Keiji Muto for vacant Triple Crown 4/10 
Vince appears at Australia press conference for upcoming show 
WWA: The Eruption (4/13 card coverage) 

Review of the documentaries “The Backyard” and “Gaea Girls” 

Stanley Weston passes away 

EMLL PPV Apocalypses (3/17 card coverage) 

WWF ratings chart 

WWF Backlash (4/21 card coverage); Hulk Hogan wins WWF title from HHH 
Wahoo McDaniel passes away (career retrospect) 

Scorpion King sets record opening-day sales 
The Guardian in U.K. runs negative UFC story 

Larry Zbyszko files lawsuit vs. WWF, Vince McMahon and Chris Jericho 

Lou Thesz passes away (career retrospect, part I) 

Wahoo McDaniel retrospect continued 

Pride 20: Armed and Ready (4/28 card coverage) 

Allegations of failed steroid test for Josh Barnett after 3/22 UFC victory 

Riki Choshu & NJPW end nearly three-decade relationship 

Jens Pulver released over contract dispute. UFC lightweight title vacant 

Lou Thesz retrospect (part 2) 

World Wrestling Federation, no more 

WrestleMania X-8 falls short of biggest show in history 

NJPW 30th anniversary (5/2 Tokyo Dome card coverage) 

Goldberg receives full buy-out from AOL/Time Warner, rumors flying 
Scott Hall released by WWE 

Numerous problems on flight back from Insurrextion PPV 
One Night Only PPV (5/14 card coverage) 

Randy Anderson passes away 

Major heat between Shooto and Pancrase 

Batista Debuts in WWE as Deacon Batista 

Curt Hennig fired due to problems on flight 

Jeff and Jerry Jarrett new concept, “NWA: Total Nonstop Action” press release 
UFC 37: High Impact (5/10 card coverage) 

More on Thesz 

NJPW 5/2 card in more detail 

Abe Ford passes away 
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May 27 (12) 
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June 17 (12) 


June 24 (12) 


July 1 (18) 


July 8 (18) 


Davey Boy Smith passes away 

WWE Judgement Day PPV (5/19 card coverage); Undertaker wins WWE title 
Former FMW president Shoichi Arai found dead 
George Gordienko passes away (career retrospect) 

Alex Rizzo (Big Dick Dudley), Ben Alexander and Eric Kulas pass away 

Davey Boy Smith obituary issue 

WWE brings up “The Montreal Screwjob” on Confidential after claiming it was a minor 
event in history three weeks ago 
WWE ratings chart 

NJPW Fighting Spirit (5/28 card coverage) 

Joanie Laurer loses to Joey Buttafuocco in Celebrity Boxing; a look at perception 

Raw ratings lowest in 4 years. Smackdown lowest in history 

A look at the brand extension 

Tough Enough 2 champs controversy 

Riki Choshu press conference about leaving the company 

Dave reviews: 

-”Stu Hart: Lord of the Ring” 

-’’Missy Hyatt: First Lady of Wrestling” 

-’’Secrets of the Iron Claw” 

-”Hey Boy! Where’d You Get Them Ears?” 

-’’Fabulous Moolah: First Goddess of the Squared Circle” 

WWE Confidential built around Davey Boy Smith 

Steve Austin walks out 

Jarrett NWA TNA bucking long odds 

Vince on Byte This promises change 

Koji Kanemoto wins Best of the Super Juniors 

Apolo quits IWA Puerto Rico for TNA 

Mark Coleman suffers severe neck injury in training 

Backstage incident with X-Pac in Atlanta 

A look at Steve Austin’s departure 

Benjamin Mora has promoters license suspended 

Jesse Ventura announces he won’t run for a second term 

UFC to debut on FSN Best Damn Sports Show Period 

Shane Douglas wins Major League Wrestling title on debut show 

WWE hires Jim Barnett as consultant 

Vince hires Vince Russo 

WWE King of the Ring (4/23 card coverage); all hail King Brock 
NWA TNA debut (4/19 card coverage); Ken Shamrock wins NWA title 
Pride 21: Demolition (6/23 card coverage) 

UFC 37.5 (6/22); UFC gets first U.S. TV appearance 
Review of “Sex, Lies and Headlocks” 

John Cena debuts in WWE 

Bret Hart suffers stroke in bike accident 
WWE quarterly report 
Near demise of XWF 

NWA TNA second show 6/26 card coverage 
DDP retires (career retrospect) 

Pride: Demolition more detailed card coverage 
Hogan & Edge win WWE tag team titles 
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July 15 (12) 


July 22 (12) 


July 29 (18) 


Aug. 5 (12) 


Aug. 12 (12) 


Aug. 26 (18) 


Vince Russo signs with NWA TNA 

Nash out at least 6 months after injury on Raw 

Bret Hart’s first column since the stroke 

WWE reaches settlement with PTC 

DSE and K-l announce promotion of MMA World Cup 

Zero-One 7/7 PPV card coverage 

Vader arrested 

NWA TNA third show coverage 
Billy Garrett passes away 

WWE hits reset button again 

UFC 38: Brawl at the Hall 7/13 card coverage 

NWA TNA fourth card coverage 

IWA Puerto Rico has biggest show in company history 

More notes on Billy Garrett 

A look at the latest Raw reset 

Business comparisons from the first half of 2002 

WWE cuts back developmental — HWA cut 

WWE Vengeance 7/21 card coverage — The Rock wins WWE title 

“Treatment of Minorities in Wrestling” by Todd Martin 

Ray Gonzales leaving WWC for IWA 

Major media outlets working on wrestling steroid death stories 
NWA TNA files lawsuits 
A look at future Hall of Fame ballot candidates 
Nevada suspends Josh Barnett; UFC strips him of title 
Low Ki becomes first ROH champion 

Independent wrestler Messiah has thumb cut off in match 
Don Owen passes away — Portland wrestling review 
Notes on Jarrett lawsuit vs. Jay Hassman 
Confidential has another attempt at rewriting history 
WWE announces opening of film division 
UFC has TV debut on FSN 

Hall of Fame preview of names on the ballot 

WWE Global Warning 8/10 card coverage — destroys Australian records 

Goldberg returns 

Steve Austin arrested 

Masahiro Chono wins G-l Climax 

Pride/K-1: Dynamite 8/28 preview 

UFO 8/8 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

A look at WWE rebuilding 

Out of character, WWE hasn’t attempted any raids of TNA talent 
Incident that started as a shoot in Puerto Rico turns into an angle 
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Sept. 2 (18) 


Sept. 9 (12) 


Sept. 16 (12) 


Sept. 23 (18) 


Sept. 30 (18) 


Oct. 7(12) 


Hall of Fame issue, inductees include: 

-Kenta Kobashi 
-Manami Toyota 
-Wahoo McDaniel 

WWE SummerSlam 8/28 card coverage 

-Brock Lesnar becomes youngest champion 
-Shawn Michaels the show stealer once again 
-RVD wins IC title 
WWE finance review 
Tiger Ali Singh files lawsuit vs. WWE 

Jacques Rougeau 8/24 card will feature the return of Bret Hart to Montreal 

Pride/K-1: Dynamite 8/28 card coverage — sets attendance and PPV records 
WWE creates second world title, and is this a good idea? 

Goldberg returns for All Japan anniversary show 
Ultimo Dragon comes out of retirement 

Carlos Colon claims he will sue IWA over Ray Gonzales jump 

HLA (Hot Lesbian Action), Billy & Chuck wedding highlights of Raw 
Brock and HHH in battle of the champs at house show — no long-term planning 
“Bobby the Brain Heenan: Wrestling’s Bad Boy Tells All” book review 
PPV drawing cards 

AAA Mascara Maligna and Mike Lima pass away 
Oprah has discussion on effects of wrestling on children 

Controversy equals cash, or something like that 

EMLL 69th anniversary 9/13 card coverage — fan beating, thousands turned away 
More questions after war heats up in Puerto Rico 
Biggest drawing cards for attendance 
Death of Sanguinario 

Family files lawsuit vs. Roland Alexander in APW wrestling school death 
Low Ki wins NWA, UPW, Zero-One lnt’1 Jr. titles from Spanky 
Mike Paidousis and Daryl Cochran pass away 
Influx of new capital expected in TNA 

Ted Petty passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE Unforgiven 9/22 card coverage 

WrestleMania in Seattle announced 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins GHC Heavyweight title 

More on wrongful death lawsuit vs. Roland Alexander 

Nicole Bass lawsuit goes to trial 

Road Dogg talks about drug issues 

Chicky Starr jumps from IWA to WWF 

Toshikumi Matsunaga passes away 

Xavier wins ROH title from Low Ki 

End of one of the last traditional promotions, Motoko Baba departs from AJPW 

UFC 39: Return of the Warriors 9/27 card coverage — Rico Rodriguez wins title 

Pride 22: Beasts from the East II 9/29 card coverage 

McMahon talks about company status, brings up ECW 

Sports Illustrated covers WWE decline 

Nicole Bass lawsuit continues 

A look at WWE developmental talent 

Mike “The Assassin” York and Jay Caldwell pass away 
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2002 

Oct. 14 (12) 


Oct. 21 (18) 


Oct. 28 (18) 


Nov. 4(18) 


Nov. 11 (12) 


Nov. 18 (12) 


Nov. 25 (18) 


Six months in, the brand extension is a major failure 

K-l 10th anniversary 10/5 card coverage — Bob Sapp defeats Ernesto Hoost 

Kensuke Sasaki announces he is leaving New Japan 

Jury votes against Nicole Bass in lawsuit vs. WWE 

Bryan Adams to make pro boxing debut 

Sam Kent passes away 

UFC and Pride scaling back pay scales 

A look at the unaddressed problems of WWE losing its over-30 audience 
New Japan 30th anniversary 10/14 card coverage — Bob Sapp makes it a success 
WWE’s third quarter projections 

Brock vs. Lennox Lewis? A look at the proposed fight and previous MMA fights 
Carl Murnick passes away 

Bronko Nagurski becomes the first pro wrestler to be on a stamp 
Necrophilia 

More on Brock vs. Lewis 

WWE No Mercy 10/20 card coverage — Kurt Angle & Chris Benoit win WWE tag team 
titles 

“Broken Harts: The Life and Death of Owen Hart: book review 

Keiji Muto suffers knee ligament damage, timing couldn’t be worse for AJPW 

Superstar Billy Graham undergoes successful liver transplant 

Necrophilia aftermath 
WWE signs Scott Steiner 
Motoko Baba steps away from AJPW 
WWE Rebellion 10/25 card coverage 

UFC receives significant coverage in Forbes and Multi Channel News 
NWA TNA and Panda Energy negotiating ownership deal 
Situation with Kensuke Sasaki and NJPW up in the air 
NJPW 10/26 PPV card coverage 

NWA 54th anniversary 10/26 card coverage — new directors also announced 

Hogan and McMahon have what is described as a total split 
NWA TNA purchased by Panda Energy 
Moose Cholak passes away — short career retrospect 
Konnan wins Universal title from Carly Colon 
WWE releases three of its key executives 

WON year-end awards preview 

Long-term WWE title and booking looks more focused going into Survivor Series 
Major success in Philly with CZW and ROH 11/19 double-header 
Shamrock vs. Ortiz preview — UFC officials crossing their fingers 
WWE may be hit with another major financial legal hit from WWF 

WWE Survivor Series 11/17 card coverage, 5 titles change hands 
-Big Show wins WWE title 
-Shawn Michaels wins World Heavyweight title 
Wrestle-One (K-1/Pride/AJPW venture) card coverage 

Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission to adopt and enforce new regulations 

Chyna & X-Pac get engaged 

WON year-end awards preview — Category B 

“Reversal” movie review 

Major controversy regarding Schenectady-based Hall of Fame 
WWE files suit vs. Acclaim 


135 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2002 

Dec. 2 (18) 


Dec. 9 (12) 


Dec. 16 (18) 


Dec. 23 (18) 


Dec. 30 (12) 


UFC 40: Vendetta 11/22 card coverage — Ortiz pounds Shamrock 
WWE shareholders coverage of the third quarter 
Update on WWE vs. WWF 

Pride 23: Championship Chaos II 11/24 card coverage 
Billy Travis passes away, short career retrospect 
Tsunecharu “Thunder” Sugiyama passes away 
W-l 11/17 card coverage 

Inoki and Shinma shake hands on cover of Tokyo Sports — anything can happen 

Tim Woods passes away; career retrospect (part 1) 

Ortiz/Shamrock appears to have shattered expected PPV numbers 

“In the Pit with Piper” book review 

Hiroshi Tanahashi stabbed in girlfriend’s apartment 

NJPW and Kensuke Sasaki end 17-year relationship 

Jeff Peterson, Billy Goelz and George Harris pass away 

Tim Woods obituary issue 

Rumors of K-l promoter Kazuyoshi Ishii arrest for tax evasion 
Ernesto Hoost wins 10th Annual K-l Grand Prix 

Future of the longest-lasting tradition, AJPW Real World Tag League, has to be in question 
Negro Casas suspended for punching announcer 
ESPN “Outside the Lines” runs MMA piece 
Gail Kim debuts in WWE 

WWE planning a Rock vs. Goldberg WrestleMania 

Bob Sapp voted MVP of Japanese wrestling — first foreigner ever 

“Hollywood Hulk Hogan” book review 

WWE Armageddon 12/15 card coverage — HHH and Kurt Angle win singles titles 
More notes on Tim Woods 

Highlights of Paul Heyman on TSN’s “Off the Record” 

“It’s Good to be the King...Sometimes” book review 
Pride 24: Cold Fury III 12/23 card coverage 
Tenryu talking of leaving AJPW 
Jamal arrested 

Hartford Courant runs story on Linda McMahon and WWE’s problems 
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2003 

Jan.6 (12) 


Jan. 13 (12) 


Jan. 20 (20) 


Jan. 27 (18) 


Feb.3(18) 


Feb. 10(12) 


Kazuyoshi Ishii indicted on tax evasion charges on 12/26 

Inoki NYE Bom Ba Ye 12/31 card coverage 

A look at who really draws ratings on Raw 

“The Smashing Machine” HBO movie review 

EMLL contract with Televisa expiring shortly, kinks in negotiations 

Problems within AJPW 

Nikkan Sports 2002 awards 

Highlights of Hulk Hogan on TSN’s “Off the Record” 

A look at the Wrestler of the Year category for year-end awards 

Sapp vs. Takayama draws 16.5 rating on NYE 

Question of how far tradition can carry a company answered 

NJPW 1/4 card coverage 

El Maton killed in Mexican ambush 

Duke Hoffman passes away 

Vince McMahon and Bret Hart meet in Vince’s condo in Florida 

Pride president Naoto Morishita commits suicide 

2002 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 

New Japan special runs down 30 greatest matches in history 

Raw X review 

Bobby Heenan undergoes throat and jaw surgery from cancer treatments 
Short background profile on Shelton Benjamin 
Rumors rampant on Jesse Ventura returning to wrestling 
Bob Holly shoot on Matt Cappotelli in Tough Enough 

The Sheik passes away, obituary issue (part 1) 

WWE Royal Rumble 1/19 card coverage 

W-l 1/19 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

Royal Rumble history 

Hogan returns to WWE on Smackdown 

Shiro Koshinaka leaves NJPW 

Ryuma Go arrested in Japan 

Ox Anderson passes away 

Nikita Koloff, Larry Zbyszko and Konnan debut in TNA 
WWE releases Raven and Justin Credible 
VH-1 “Driven” show has feature on The Rock 

Dwayne Johnson interview puts The Rock’s wrestling future in question 
The Sheik career retrospect (part II) 

Tough Enough season finale review 
WWE Far East tour a major success 

Owen Hart wrongful death and out-of-court settlement back in the news 

Notes on WWC lawsuit vs. IWA 

Ortiz vs. Lidell postponed due to Ortiz injury 

Duane Ludwig KO’s Jens Pulver on Montreal UCC show 

Coverage of Steve Austin’s Raw Magazine interview 
Estate of ECW close to settling 

Kazuyoshi Ishii arrested again on 2/3 after further investigation 
W-l 1/19 card coverage in more depth 
A look at who really draws ratings on Smackdown 
Shadito Cruz (father of Los Brazos) passes away 
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2003 

Feb. 17(18) 


Feb. 24(18) 


March 3(12) 


March 10 (12) 


March 17 (18) 


March 24(12) 


Curt Hennig passes away; career retrospect (part I) 

WWE, Japan and shoot promotions business trends 
WWA Retribution 2/9 PPV card coverage (taped on 12/16) 

Dallas Sportatorium being torn down 

Portland TV tapings cancelled due to attorney general sending cease and desist 
Highlights of Fred Blassie radio interview with Jeff Walton 
Tenacious Z debuts in TNA 

Curt Hennig career retrospect (part II) 

Attempted revival of Portland wrestling appears to have closed up shop 
Michiaki Yoshimura passes away (career retrospect) 

Tenacious Z verbally agrees to WWE contract 

Vampiro wins NWA lightweight title from Tarzan Boy 

Steve Williams and most long-term regulars appear to be done with AJPW 

U-Style debuts in Japan to a sellout 

Highlights of Bret Hart on “Off the Record” 

Jamie Kellner being replaced as head of Turner Broadcasting 

WWE removes Paul Heyman from creative 

WWE pulls trigger on splitting PPV shows 

WWE closes The World after $32.9 million in losses over 3 years 

WWE No Way Out 2/23 card coverage 

Future of K-l, Pride and W-l remain in question due to various scandals 
Shinya Hashimoto becomes third in history to win both IWGP title and Triple Crown 
Edge to undergo neck surgery 
Tony Altomore passes away 

Kurt Angle MRI shows severe neck damage, surgery necessary 
UFC 41: Onslaught 2/28 card coverage, Sylvia upsets Rodriguez for title 
WWE quarterly investors conference coverage 

Battle in Japan on 3/1 with 3 major live Tokyo events — NOAH, WJ, K-l 
Tarzan Boy suspended by commission 

Angle to undergo neck surgery — a look at wrestling injuries 
Originally scheduled title switch from Angle to Lesnar changed 
History of the WWF Championship, Part I: Pre-1974 
End of Dream Stage Entertainment imminent in Japan reports 
New York Daily News reports several affiliates filing lawsuit vs. UPN 

Goldberg signs with WWE 

Kurt Angle decides to wrestle at WrestleMania 

Pride 25: Body Blow 3/16 card coverage, Fedor beats Nogueira 

History of the WWF Championship, Part II: 1974-1983 

Mitsuharu Misawa vs. Kenta Kobashi 3/1 Budokan Hall lives up to hype 

Ric Flair and Eric Bischoff have backstage altercation 

Sabu wins WWC Universal title 

Vader situation in Japan quite weird 

Brad Siegel resigning from Turner Broadcasting 
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2003 

March 31 (12) 


April 7 (12) 


April 14(18) 


April 21 (20) 


April 28 (12) 


May 5 (12) 


May 12 (18) 


Hiromichi “Kodo” Fuyuki passes away 

Curt Hennig death confirmed as acute cocaine poisoning 

Kurt Angle vs. Brock Lesnar highest profile pro match of former NCAA champions 
A look at amateur wrestlers turned pro and NCAA champions 
Sailor Art Thomas passes away (career retrospect) 

Bruiser Brian Cox and Curtis Parker pass away 
Samoa Joe wins ROH title from Xavier 

WrestleMania XIX 3/30 card coverage, perhaps Steve Austin’s final match 

Mirko Cro Cop knocks out Bob Sapp in 1:24 in K-l 3/30 

Satoshi Kojima wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

NJPW competitors for 5/2 show are told some matches will be shoots 

Kurt Angle decides on minimally invasive surgery 

L.A. Times has article on deaths in pro wrestling 

Ortiz calls into The Law to discuss Ortiz/Lidell situation with UFC 

Hiromichi ‘‘Kodo” Fuyuki career retrospect 

Cauliflower Alley Club annual banquet coverage 

History of WrestleMania main events, records and best matches 

History of the All Japan Champion Carnival 

Vampiro loses his hair to Shocker 

Les Kellett passes away 

History of the World Wrestling Federation, Part III: 1983-1988 
Great Sasuke, first known masked politician to be elected 
Nobuyuki Sakakibara, new president of Dream Stage Entertainment 
AJPW & NOAH in promotional war since departure of Misawa 
Rayo de Jalisco Jr. rushed to hospital after in-ring mishap 
Carl Contini wins first AJPW Jr. Heavyweight Champion Carnival 
NJPW issues press release regarding upcoming shoots 

A look at fool-proof angles in history 
Ray Mendoza passes away (career retrospect) 

UFC announces Chuck Lidell vs. Randy Couture for 6/16, Ortiz negotiations stalemated 

Mr. Niebla wins CMLL title form Universo 2000 

Portland Wrestling officially closes 

Vince Russo’s power in TNA increasing 

Jeff Hardy fired by WWE 

WWE Backlash 4/27 card coverage. Jazz wins WWE Womens title from Trish Stratus 

UFC 42: Sudden Impact 4/25 card coverage 

Tiger Mask wins IWGP Jr. title from Koji Kanemoto 

Jackie Nichols passes away 

Jeff Hardy update 

Cima wins Toryumon’s Numero Uno tournament 

Miss Elizabeth passes away (career retrospect) 

NJPW 5/2 Ultimage Crush card coverage 
A look at who draws ratings 

Yoshihiro Takayama wins IWGP title from Yuji Nagata 
Warrant issued for arrest of Mike Papuano (aka Bobby Rogers) 

Perro Aguayo Jr. quits AAA 

Ultimo Dragon wins NWA Middleweight title from Great Sasuke 
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2003 

May 19 (18) 


May 26 (12) 


June 2(12) 


June 9 (24) 


June 16 (18) 


June 23 (18) 


June 30 (18) 


Miss Elizabeth update 

“Listen, You Penicl Necked Geeks” book review 
More detailed coverage of the NJPW Ultimate Crush show 
5/11 All Japan women 35th anniversary card coverage 
Kurt Von Poppenheim and Duane Allen pass away 
UFC gets weekly TV show on the Sunshine Network 
Harvard Crimson runs lengthy article on Christopher Nowinski 

WWE Judgement Day 5/18 card coverage, Christian wins IC title 
A look at the WWE developmental talent situation 
Abu Dhabi Combat Championship coverage 
Zane Bresloff in serious car accident 

Original La Parka, against Mexican tradition, reveals true name on show 
A look at the future of the promotions 

WWE Confidential teases for ratings with Elizabeth/Lex Luger 
WWA 5/25 PPV card coverage 

Lou Thesz Hall of Fame having next induction ceremony 
WWE negotiating with Carly Colon 

Fred Blassie passes away, obituary issue 

History of the World Wrestling Federation, Part IV: 1988-1989 

WWE returns to Oregon for first time since 1993 

Backstage turmoil at 5/28 TNA show 

UFC asks Nevada to modify rules after Ludwig/Sudo fight 

Three months into Goldberg experiment, looks like a failure 
Fred Blassie, Part II 

UFC 43: Meltdown 6/6 card coverage. Couture defeats Lidell 

Pride 26: Bad to the Bone 6/6 card coverage 

WWE 6/17 Insurrextion card coverage 

Time Magazine runs story on Bob Sapp 

Dandy and Hector Garza quit AAA 

Muto & Arashi win double tag team titles 

Kenta Kobashi & Tamon Honda win GHC tag team titles 

A look at WWE financial situation, fiscal year ending 4/30 
WWE Bad Blood 6/15 card coverage 

NWA TNA first anniversary 6/18 show features the return of Sting 
Coroner in England lists Davey Boy Smith’s death was due to natural causes 
Masahito Kakihara surprise winner of 2003 Best of the Super Juniors 
AAA Triplemania 6/15 card coverage 

Listing of every wrestler obituary published in the New York Times 

Coverage of HBO Real Sports segment on rash of young deaths 
Preview of Pride Grand Prix middleweight tournament 
NWA TNA 6/18 card coverage 
Zane Bresloff passes away (career retrospect) 

Conan Silveira arrested in drug bust 

WWE officially owns ECW tape library and intellectual property 
Cien Caras loses hair to Pierroth Jr. 
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2003 

July 7 (18) 


July 14 (12) 


July 21 (12) 


July 28 (18) 


Aug. 4 (12) 


Aug. 11(12) 


Aug. 18 (20) 


Hulk Hogan announces he is parting ways with WWE 
Piper released after HBO special 

K-l goes from greatest heavyweight kickboxers to freak show atmosphere 
Invader debuts for IWA in Puerto Rico 
Another major political wind blown in TNA 

WWE releases updated PV buy rate information 

Future of AJPW in question 

UFC announces Couture vs. Ortiz for 6/25 in Vegas 

Pride finalizes middleweight tournament participants 

C.J. Sensation breaks neck in match in West Virginia taking a Styles Clash 

Securities and Exchange Commission WWE lawsuit settlement contemplated 

Biggest major live event draws in history 
Puerto Rico IWA 7/12 card coverage 
Jack Curran passes away 
Don Callis debuts in TNA 
Pride fires Stephen Quadros 

Business Week runs poorly researched WWE article 

Highlights of Bret Hart’s website posting after 7/7 Raw from Montreal 

Backstage problem between Bubba Ray Dudley and Sylvan Grenier 

One of the biggest and busiest weeks in Japanese wrestling 

HHH vs. Goldberg announced for SummerSlam 

History of the World Wrestling Federation, Part V: 1990 

Mascara Ano 2000 loses hair to Shocker 

WWC Anniversario 7/19 card coverage 

Jeff Hardy debuts in ROH 

Dan “Bullwhip” Johnson passes away 

UFC press release puts hilarious spin on cost-cutting measures 
AJPW on last legs 

WWE Vengeance 7/27 card coverage, Kurt Angle wins Smackdown title 

Pride Grand Prix should do approximately $5 million live gate 

Just when you think you’ve heard it all when it comes to a wrestling war... 

Notes on the early career of Hulk Hogan 

Genki Sudo stabbed in Tokyo 

“Titeam Brown” review 

Deeper look at WWE finances with new filings from Security Commission 
Giant Ochiai in critical condition 
A look at the Grand Prix favorites 

Financially successful, but stressful, WWE tour of Australia — HHH injured 
K-l’s Alex “F-14” Gong shot to death 

Hall of Fame candidates preview 
Pride Grand Prix: Total Elimination 8/10 card coverage 
XPW promoter Rob Black and Lizzy Borden indicted 
Mick Foley letter in response to Dave’s book review 
Giant Ochiai passes away 

Shinya Hashimoto vacates AJPW Triple Crown due to injuries 
Judge rules on Hogan lawsuit vs. Vince Russo and WCW 
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2003 

Aug. 25 (24) 


Sept. 1 (18) 


Sept. 8 (18) 


Sept. 15 (18) 


Sept. 22 (20) 


Sept. 29 (12) 


Oct. 6 (12) 


Hall of Fame issue, inductees include: 

-Shawn Michaels 
-Chris Benoit 
-Earl Caddock 
-Francisco Flores 

K-l 8/15 Las Vegas card coverage 

Hiroyoshi Tenzan wins G-l Climax 

Sean Waltman responds to “Celebrity Justice” episode 

Canek fired by AAA 

More on the Hulk Hogan lawsuit 

Ray Webbe Jr. and Bob Closson pass away 

WWE SummerSlam 8/24 card coverage 
K-l announces the signing of Mike Tyson 
WWE quarterly investors conference coverage 

Quick review of “Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame: The Canadians” and “Little Evil” 

Los Villanos IV and V quit EMLL 
Babs Wingo passes away 

Highlights of Ernie Ladd profile on WWE Confidential 
A look at the history of Pancrase 

Kent Walton, the voice of British wrestling, passes away 
G-l Climax card coverage 

Odds of Tyson fighting on K-l 12/31 show diminishing 

NJPW Osaka Dream Nights 8/28 card coverage, Yoshihiro Takayama wins IWGP title 
Highlights of Mick Foley on “Off the Record” 

9/16 Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle match will be first televised 60:00 match in nearly 17 years 
TNA offers contracts to just about every significant character 
A look at the legitimacy of Hidehiko Yoshida 
Great Antonio passes away (career retrospect) 

Toshiaki Kawada wins AJPW Triple Crown in tournament 

Delaware bans ultra-violent wrestling and MMA events 

Highlights of Superstar Billy Graham feature on WWE Confidential, Part I 

Kurt Angle vs. Brock Lesnar 60:00 match review 

History of the World Wrestling Federation, Part VI: 1991 

Misleading article in Wall Street Journal bad publicity for WWE 

MLW drops Lawler from 9/19 show amidst WWE controversy 

Kyoko Hamaguchi captures 5th world championship 

Highlights of Superstar Billy Graham feature on WWE Confidential, Part II 

WWE Unforgiven 9/21 card coverage 
HHH leaving for movie roles without much of an angle 
Bob Sapp vs. Stefan Gamlin becomes TV bonanza 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 9/12 card coverage 

Jarretts meet with Hulk Hogan and Jimmy Hart about coming to TNA 
Highlights of Superstar Billy Graham feature on WWE Confidential, Part III 

UFC 44: Undisputed 9/26 card coverage. Couture spanks Ortiz 
“The Rundown” debuts at #1 at the box office 
Pitbull Anthony Durante passes away 

Another black eye for wrestling in sports marketing group survey 
UPN signs multi-year affiliation deals 
Eddy Guerrero attacks fan in Winnipeg 
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2003 

Oct. 13 (18) 


Oct. 20 (12) 


Oct. 27 (18) 


Nov. 3(18) 


Nov. 10 (12) 


Nov. 17 (18) 


Nov. 24(18) 


Dec. 1 (12) 


“Chokehold” book review 

TNA to attempt biggest show on 11/30 with Hogan vs. Jarrett 
Tim Sylvia tests positive for steroids 

Pride Bushido 10/15 card coverage, Dos Caras Jr. next victim for Mirco Cro Cop 
Legalities of death of Owen Hart concluded 
WWE bans wrestlers from using overhead belly-to-belly suplexes 
Movement to go back to old school when it comes to match choreography 

Return of Hulk Hogan to Japan and impending TNA debut will cause major waves 
NJPW Ultimate Crush II 10/13 card coverage 
A look at who draws ratings 
Tim Sylvia update 

Super Parka loses mask to El Hijo del Santo 

Hart family told Stu to spend rest of his life under constant care 

WWE bans whipping into the guard rail 

Stu Hart passes away, obituary issue 

WWE No Mercy 10/19 card coverage. Big Show wins U.S. title from Eddy Guerrero 

Hulk Hogan pulls from TNA show citing knee injury 

Sylvia relinquishes UFC title, as does Fedor Emelianenko in Pride 

Masahiro Chono carried out on stretcher after bad landing from German suplex 

Boris Volkoff passes away 

Michael “Hawk” Hegstrand passes away, obituary issue 

Hulk Hogan’s knee surgery arouses suspicions 

700 attend Stu Hart’s funeral 

Floyd Creachman passes away 

Don Frye debuts for AJPW on 31st anniversary show 

Reviews of “The Stone Cold Truth” and “Lita: A Road Less Travelled” 

Teddy Hart creates stir in Ring of Honor show with antics 
Another steroid case tied to pro wrestling 

Dana White announces UFC 46 will be 1/31, Randy Couture vs. Vitor Belfort 
Michinoku Pro 11/2 10th anniversary show highlights 

K-l 13/31 Bob Sapp vs. Akebono likely to be huge publicity 
Pride: Final Elimination card coverage, Wanderlei Silva wins 
Mike “Crash Holly” Lockwood passes away (career retrospect) 

Pitbull Anthony Durante update 

Latest WWE PPV numbers show surprisingly positive estimates 
Not much optimism for promotions in 2004 

WWE has most profitable quarter in years 
WWE Survivor Series 11/16 card coverage 
Crash Holly update 
Follow-up to 60-minute matches 

Dan Severn furious Shamrock inducted ahead of him, won’t attend UFC show 

NYE Japan scheduled events 
Dick Hutton passes away 

UFC 45: Revolution 11/21 card coverage, UFC 10th anniversary 
Crash Holly update 

WWE portrayal of women comes under attack 
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2003 

Dec. 8 (18) 


Dec. 15 (18) 


Dec. 22 (12) 


Dec. 29 (12) 


Larry Booker (Moondog Spot) passes away (career retrospect) 

Mick Foley returns to Raw 

House show revenue has become distant 3rd of revenue sources 
Those inside TNA questioning if Hulk Hogan will ever work for them 
UFC 10th anniversary, a look at new promotions in the past ten years 
WWE Smackdown 12/2 San Jose card coverage 
Yuji Nagata & Hiroshi Tanahashi win GHC tag team titles 
Joey Rossi passes away 

The Rock returns to Raw, tells officials he will work WrestleMania 
TNA announces Hulk Hogan cancelled all domestic and international bookings 
NJPW may be cutting as many as 20 conUacts 
Jerry Tuite found dead in Japan (career reUospect) 

A look at the NYE battle in Japan 

Year-end Arena Mexico 12/5 card coverage, Pierroth Jr. loses hair 
Remy Bojansky becomes new star of K-l 
Nathan Jones goes AWOL in Australia 

SUange ending to Raw as Mick Foley walks out of the building 

WWE Armageddon 12/4 card coverage, HHH wins WWE title from Shawn Michaels 

NYE update — NJPW takes major risk, Inoki seeing his show fall apart 

Yoshihiro Takayama wins Tokyo Sports MVP 

Zero-One 12/14 card coverage 

Attempt made to end Puerto Rican wrestling war 

ROH creates Pure Wrestling Championship 

WWE performs in Iraq for the ttoops 

Japan NYE battle coming down to the wire with lots of questions 
Review of the Wrestler of the Year winners since the inception of the WON 
Mike Lozansky passes away 

Lots of depositions in Zbyszko lawsuit vs. WWE and Chris Jericho 


144 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2004 

Jan.5 (12) 


Jan. 12 (18) 


Jan. 19 (20) 


Jan. 26 (12) 


Feb.2(18) 


Feb.9(18) 


NYE reports and the scrambling leading up to the events 
-K-l Dynamite at the Nagoya Dome 
-Pride Shockwave at the Saitama Super Arena 
-Inoki Bom Ba Ye at the Kobe Wing Stadium 
ROH 12/27 card coverage, Keiji Muto and AJPW tear the house down 
Dick Slater charged with attempted murder 
La Parka Original and Vaquero Romo arrested 

“Unbelievable!” Bob Sapp vs. Akebono draws 43.0 rating 
Review of NYE ratings 

Dave looks at the Wrestler of the Year top candidates 

Card coverage of NJPW vs. “Hustle I” Pride/Zero-One 1/4 shows 

A comparison of fighting styles from the NYE shows 

List and short bio of NCAA Division I champions that have turned pro 

Shinsuke Nakamura wins IWGP title from Hiroyoshi Tenzan 

Hiroyoshi Tenzan & Osamu Nishimura win IWGP tag team titles from Yutaka Yoshie & 

Hiroshi Tanahashi 

Vader signs contract with Pride 

Riot on IWA Puerto Rico 1/6 show 

2003 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 

Kazuyoshi Ishii sentenced to 22 months in prison plus $660,000 fine 

Priscilla Belfort disappears on 1/9 

Mid South Coliseum in danger of being torn down 

IWA riot update 

Major misconception about what the problems facing the industry really are 
Letter from Jim Cornette about “Inside Out” 

Satoshi Kojima & Kaz Hayashi win double tag team titles 
UFC close to signing Spike TV deal 
Notes on the 12/31 NJPW show 
Charges dropped against Dick Slater 

WrestleMania XX plans shaping up 

WWE Royal Rumble 1/25 card coverage, Benoit goes all the way 
Royal Rumble records 

Jack Tunney passes away, a look at the Toronto territory 

Vince McMahon gives speech to talent about evils of people who cover pro wrestling 

Evolution of the battle royal 

Hulk Hogan resurfaces on Jimmy Kimmel show 

Dave looks at some of the Observer award winners 

Top NJPW stars all take pay cut, future doesn’t look promising 

Review of effectiveness of WWE main event talent 
House show trends over the years 

UFC 46: Supernatural 1/31 card coverage, B.J. Penn and Vitor Belfort win titles 
NWA TNA gets mainstream publicity with Brian Orlacher involved in angle 
Don “Hard Boiled” Haggerty passes away (career retrospect) 

Pride 27: Inferno 2/1 card coverage 

With the exception of TNA, the most ambitious attempt to start something is MLW 
WWE wrestlers told of overall style changes coming 
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2004 

Feb. 16(12) 


Feb. 23 (12) 


March 1 (18) 


March 8(18) 


March 15 (12) 


March 22 (12) 


March 29(18) 


WWE good news: Royal Rumble almost doubles Armageddon buy rates 

WWE Japan grosses more than $3 million in tickets alone, 2/17 card coverage 

An analysis of Hall of Fame considerations 

Appears Inoki Bom Ba Ye was a fiasco in more than just ratings 

MLW looks to be done 

SKY and WWE found in breach of U.K. programming code 

WWE No Way Out 2/14 card coverage, Eddy Guerrero wins WWE title from Brock Lesnar 
WrestleMania angles on a couple of strong Raws 

NJPW Tokyo Sumo Hall (2/15 card coverage); Hiroyoshi Tenzan wins IWGP title 

Pride Bushido 2 Yokohama Arena 2/15 card coverage 

K-l Okinawa 2/15 card results 

12/31 Inoki Bom Ba Ye fall-out continues 

Lots of optimism leading up to WrestleMania 

History of the World Wrestling Federation, Part VII: 1991-1992 

WWE investors conference update 

AJPW Budokan Hall (2/22 card coverage) 

Pro Wrestling NOAH’s Naomichi Marufuji captures Super J-Cup 
Coach John Heath passes away 

WrestleMania history and records 
WrestleMania greatest pro wrestlers 
“Monday Night Wars” DVD review 
WWE No Way Out buy rate down 

Zero-One 3rd anniversary show “Manifesto-1” (2/24 card coverage) 

Return of Teddy Hart to ROH brings its share of news and speculation 
Danny Hawke, J Prodigy and Billy Mack pass away 

ROH’s Rob Feinstein caught in pedophile sting operation 
EchoStar to cut most or all Viacom-owned cable stations 
Hercules Hernandez passes away (career retrospect) 

WrestleMania to be last match for Goldberg, and now Brock Lesnar also 
Pride/Zero-One joint show “Hustle II” (3/7 card coverage) 

Backstage altercation between Rey Mysterio Sr. and Santo 
Highlights of Vince McMahon interview with Hollywood Reporter 

After successful WrestleMania, uncharted waters ahead 
The business of WrestleMania 
WWE brand shake-up to happen 

WrestleMania XX (3/14 card coverage); Chris Benoit wins World Heavyweight title 
Bob Sapp looking strong than ever after 2 years as Japan phenomenon 
ROH draws company’s largest crowd ever on 3/13 
Kensuke Sasaki wins IWGP title from Hiroyoshi Tenzan 

What was billed as “A night that would change the face of WWE,” winds up being an 

entertaining shift of mid-carders — a look at the talent moves 

USA Today story on high death rate of pro wrestlers 

UPN “Mania Behind WrestleMania” specials make some scary statements 

Steve Williams diagnosed with throat cancer 

Power Mike, Nigeria’s biggest and most famous promoter, passes away 
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2004 

April 5 (18) 


April 12(12) 


April 19(12) 


April 26(18) 


May 3 (18) 


May 10 (12) 


WrestleMania may end up being biggest money event of all time 

WWE announces beginning of a video-on-demand type service 

WWE, Ric Flair, Scott Hall, Dustin Runnels suit filed from 2002 plane flight from hell 

Steve Austin under investigation for assault 

Bret Hart files suit against Lloyd’s of London 

“Brisco: The Life and Times” book review 

NJPW 2/28 Tokyo Sumo Hall card coverage. Bob Sapp wins IWGP title 

Dana White on WOL talks about future UFC plans 

Backstage brawl at El Toreo 3/21 show involving Juventud Guerrera 

TNA pressuring A.J. Styles and Christopher Daniels not to take any ROH bookings 

End of WWE and Steve Austin relationship appears to have been averted 

UFC 47: It’s On 4/2 card coverage. Chuck Lidell KOs Tito Ortiz 

More on Plane Flight from Hell lawsuit 

First ever WWE event in Mexico 4/3 a big success 

Inoki and K-l announce joining up for new MMA promotion 

WWE tells Canadian babyfaces they want to change hometowns to U.S. cities 

Stephan DeLeon and Dr. Destruction killed in separate accidents 

New York Post column about TNA’s potential Fox Sports Net deal 
Steve Williams does not undergo cancer surgery 
TNA contracted talent and ROH falls apart again 
No movement on WWE and Steve Austin situation 

No first round Pride Grand Prix fighters announced until 11 days prior to show 
More on Stephan DeLeon 
Don Frye jumps to K-l 

Canada hometown deal ends up as front page news in Winnipeg Free Press 

Steve Austin and WWE part ways 
WWE Backlash 4/18 card coverage 
K-l announces signing of Mike Tyson 

WWE announces John Laurinaitis as new vice president of talent relations 
Keiji Muto wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Highlights of CAuliflower Alley Club banquet 
Great Goliath passes away (career retrospect) 

More on TNA/Fox Sports Net deal 

Highlights of Ric Flair interview from U.K. p.r. work with The Sun 

Pride: Total Elimination 4/25 card coverage, Kevin Randleman upsets Mirko Cro Cop 
“Inside Out: How Corporate America Destroyed Pro Wrestling” book review 
WWE getting aggressive in pursuing all available semi-major league video 
A.J. Styles wins NWA title 

Jim Ross talks in-depth on his position change on WWE Byte This 
Lance Storm planning to retire next year 

WWE seemingly changes direction when it comes to some characters 
Controversy from Pride’s Naoya Ogawa vs. Stefan Leko fight 
A look at different kinds of works 
NJPW 5/3 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

Initial estimates on WWE Backlash buy rates a disappointment 
K-l 4/30 card coverage from Las Vegas 

Neilson changing way of determining local metered market ratings 

Kurt Angle talks like a wrestler conceding his career is headed down final stretch 
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2004 

May 17 (12) 


May 24(18) 


May 31 (18) 


June 7(12) 


June 14 (12) 


June 21 (18) 


DSE signs Mick Foley, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash for large money at last minute for 5/8 card 
Pepper Gomez passes away 

K-1 and Pride is the biggest promotional war in 2004 
“Lipstick & Dynamite, Piss & Vinegar” documentary review 
John Tenta diagnosed with bladder cancer 
WWE has new data on PPV buys over the past 16 months 

WWE Judgement Day 5/16 card coverage, Eddy Guerrero hospitalized 

Pepper Gomez career retrospect, obituary issue 

UFC strips B.J. Penn of Welterweight title 

Fumihiro “Sambo” Asako passes away 

Official announcement made of TNA/Fox Sports Net deal 

Highlights of Eric Bischoff interview on No Holds Barred radio show 

WWE faces major challenge this summer due to ambitious plans 
Jerry Jarrett undergoes quadruple bypass 

TNA starts Chapter 2 of its history when Fox Sports Net deal begins 

World Wrestling Council (WWC) announces it is suspending operations 

K-l first foray in pure MMA show — Romanex 5/22 card coverage. Bob Sapp destroyed 

Pride Bushido 3 5/23 card coverage 

NJPW 5/23 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

Eddy Guerrero UPN special “Cheating Death, Stealing Life” review 
Vince McMahon on TSN’s “Off the Record” 

Judgement Day PPV buys — a look ahead 
WWE strong in Ireland 

UFC/Pride war comes to the U.S., 6/19 - 6/20 card previews 
Baltimore Ravens have serious interest in Brock Lesnar 
Real Pro Wrestling close to landing major TV deal 
Petey Williams debuts The Canadian Destroyer 

JBL loses job on CNBC due to German tour 

Things don’t look positive for the industry going into summer 

TNA does first TV taping for Fox Sports Net show 

Kazuyuki Fujita wins IWGP title form Hiroshi Tanahashi 

Bill Watts responds to Eric Bischoff s radio comments 

Kurt Von Brauner passes away 

Jeff Jarrett wins NWA title 

ROH and RF Video split-up, re-opens Rob Feinstein can of worms 
JBL firing from CNBC makes press all over the U.S. 

WWE Bad Blood 6/13 card coverage 

4th Tiger Mask wins NJPW Best of the Super Juniors tournament 

A look at the junior heavyweight division 

Dick Slater sentenced 

Chavo Guerrero Sr. fired by WWE 
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2004 

June 28 (18) 


July 5 (12) 


July 12 (12) 


July 19 (18) 


July 26 (18) 


Aug. 2 (12) 


Aug. 9 (12) 


JBL situation remains controversial 

A look at WWE financial year-end 4/30 

Inoki replaces Tatsumi Fujinami as NJPW president 

Troubles for ROH due to Feinstein situation 

Pride: Critical Countdown 6/20 card coverage 

UFC 48: Payback 6/19 card coverage, Frank Mir wins vacant title 

Victor the Bodyguard passes away in Puerto Rico 

WWE hires Media Kitchen to handle ad accounts 

AAA Triplemania 12 6/20 card coverage 

Ages of current WWE talent 

“To Be the Man” book review 

WWE Great American Bash 6/27 card coverage, JBL wins WWE title 
Hector Garza gives notice to AAA 
Jeff Hardy debuts in TNA 

Linda McMahon strangely mentions Bruno Sammartino at investor’s conference 

More on Rick Flair’s book — Mick Foley and Bret Hart upset 

DirecTV drops TNA PPV 

Toryumon promotion to close 

Sandor Kovacs passes away, quick career retrospect 

Balk Estes passes away 

More on Ric Flair’s book 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 7/10 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

WWE Vengeance 7/11 card coverage 

Ken Shamrock to undergo rotator cuff surgery 

Tito Kopa, Patrick O’Hara, Bill Crumpton pass away 

Tito Ortiz/Pat Miletich having verbal feud 

WWE plans to create history 7/26 with 60-minute Chris Benoit vs. HHH match on Raw 
Raw wrestlers TV ratings draws 
Rusher Kimura retires (career retrospect) 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 7/10 card coverage 

WWE Return of the Deadman Japan tour a huge success 

Pride Bushido 4 7/19 card coverage 

HBO Real Sports show does feature on Bob Sapp 

Plans for WWE to greatly expand their developmental 

WWE files lawsuit vs. Marvel Comics 

SummerSlam card finalized 
More on Ric Flair book 

First live (nationally) 60-minute match coverage 
Minnesota Vikings sign Brock Lesnar for training camp 
B.J. Penn files lawsuit vs. UFC 

Henry Marcus, long time South Carolina promoter, passes away 

Bruno Sammartino at Pittsburgh Raw show 
A look at the 8/15 Pride card and potential match-ups 
Ken Timbs passes away 
Sean O’Haire arrested 

Newton, 1A Hall of Fame inducts Pat O’Connor, LeRoy McGuirk, Brad Rheingans and Gene 
Kiniski 

Lots of media regarding Lesnar signing with Minnesota Vikings 
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2004 

Aug. 16 (18) 


Aug. 23 (24) 


Aug. 25 (18) 


Aug. 30 (18) 


Sept. 6 (12) 


Sept. 13 (12) 


TNA decides to lose weekly PPVs 

Highlights of interview with Bruno Sammartino re: WWE 
A look at Olympians turned pro 

NJPW 8/8 Osaka PV card coverage, 2nd night of the G-l Climax 

Business relations between AAA and TNA fall apart 

Lots of interesting comments by Sable in Fort Wayne Journal Gazette 

Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame issue, inductees include: 

-Kazushi Sakuraba 
-Undertaker 
-Bob Backlund 
-Masahiro Chono 
-Ultimo Dragon 
-Kurt Angle 
-Tarzan Lopez 

Marvel Comics files suit vs. WWE in reference to “Hulk Hogan’’ name 
One more addition to last week’s Olympian story 
Bruno Sammartino interview causes controversy 
Article on JBL in Baltimore Sun 

Tess Broussard arrested after stabbing in meeting with Steve Austin 

WWE SummerSlam 8/15 card coverage, Randy Orton wins World Heavyweight title 

Pride: Final Conflict 8/15 card coverage 

NJPW G-l Climax 8/8, more detailed coverage 

NJPW G-l Climax 8/15 card coverage, Hiroyoshi Tenzan wins 

Chocoball Mukai found guilty of indecency 

UFC 49: Unfinished Business 8/21 card coverage, Randy Couture beats Vitor Belfort 
Pride: Final Conflict, more detailed coverage 
WWE first quarter results 

Animal Hamaguchi goes wild at Olympics when Kyoko loses 

UFC announces new reality show 

Highlights of Goldberg interview with Alex Marvez 

“Dr. Death” Steve Williams returns to Houston cancer ward 
A look at potential pros from this year’s Olympics 
Terry Funk vs. Jerry Lawler, big draw in Memphis...23 years later 
WWE Diva search gets heated on 8/30 Raw 

NY Governor George Pataki vetoes bill to change wrestling regulations 
Minnesota Vikings cut Brock Lesnar, talk of his return 

Top PPV main event draws 
Real Pro Wrestling to start 
A look at recent UFC PPV buy rates 
Mexican battle on over “Santo” name 
More Olympian updates 
WWE releases Tom Prichard 

Paul Heyman at Raw as new member of writing staff 
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2004 

Sept. 20 (18) 


Sept. 27 (18) 


Oct. 4(18) 


Oct. 11 (12) 


Oct. 18 (12) 


WWE Unforgiven 9/12 card coverage 
-HHH wins World Heavyweight title 
-Chris Jericho wins IC title 
Dr. Wagner passes away 
NJPW G-l Climax 8/15 more detailed coverage 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 9/10 Budokan Hall card coverage 
OVW Fall Brawl 9/4 card coverage 
Mick Foley debuts in ROH 

Dissention in TNA, in particular with Konnan and Raven 
“Nameth” book has not flattering comments about Wahoo McDaniel 

Jim Barnett passes away (career retrospect) 

Smackdown’s 5th anniversary show 9/23, nerves are getting frayed 
-Eddy Guerrero/Kurt Angle backstage fight 
-Return of Hulk Hogan? 

UFC Champion Frank Mir breaks left femur in motorcycle accident 
A look at the Tokyo Dome crowds and history 

Arena Mexico 9/17 card coverage, Universo 2000 loses mask in 4-Way Mask Match 
Enrique Llanes passes away 
WWE fires Jamie Noble 

“Big Boss Man” Ray Traylor passes away (career retrospect) 

A look at Australia’s WCW run by Jim Barnett 
K-l Grand Prix is going to have to rely on reputation 
Rulon Gardner backstage at Smackdown 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 9/10 Budokan Hall card coverage 
Andy Douglas and Johnny Devine stabbed in night club fight 

WWE overseas is on fire 

WWE No Mercy 10/3 card coverage 

Ichiro Kimura announces Gaea will close in April 

NYE Japan TV battle is down to a two-show competition 

Enrique Yanes passes away in Mexico 

Locker room unrest in TNA explodes again on 9/28 

More notes on Dr. Wagner 

Mark Schultz comments about Sept. 13, 2003 shoot double-cross with Montenegro 
Vince Russo gives notice to TNA 
Marianna Komlus passes away 

Vince McMahon furious backstage at Ric Flair promo, some feared Flair to be fired 

WWE has biggest house show week in history 
WWE may leave Spike TV 

Kensuke Sasaki wins 5th IWGP title from Kazuyuki Fujita 10/9 
UFC signs 4-show deal with Fox Sports Net 
Dos Caras Jr. quits AAA 
Samson Kutsuwada passes away 
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2004 

Oct. 25 (18) 


Nov. 1 (12) 


Nov. 8 (18) 


Nov. 15 (12) 


Nov. 22 (18) 


Nov. 29 (18) 


WWE Taboo Tuesday 10/19 card coverage 

Naohiro Hoshikawa remains in coma after stiff lariat in Zero-One 

Leading up to UFC 50, UFC curse hits big, entire show re-organized 

NJPW booker Fumihiko Uwai resigns 

Pride Bushido 5 10/14 card coverage 

Final cuts for Tough Enough 

Universo 2000 wins CMLL title from Mr. Niebla 

More on Samson Kutsuwada 

New Jack arrested 

Joe E. Legend internet post getts Jarrett and Dutch Mantell hot 
WWE files suit vs. Jakks Pacific 

Current WWE talent mindset showin to Wildside promoter Bill Behrens 
Wrestlers upset when news of Pat Patterson leaving breaks 

Dave never been more concerned about the future 

UFC 50: The War of ’04 10/22 card coverage, Matt Hughes wins Welterweight title 

Steve Williams undergoes throat surgery 

Jim Cornette creates scene at wrestling convention 

Bruce Prichard returns to Raw 

Pride announces Rulon Gardner for 12/31 show 
11/7-11/11 is a key turning point in TNA history 
Pride 28: High Octane 10/31 card coverage 
Taboo Tuesday a major flop 
AJPW 10/31 PPV card coverage 
Throwback III in Memphis draws 3,500 
WWF files another lawsuit vs. WWE 

TNA Victory Road 11/7 card ocverage, not a homerun but a major success 
Ax falls on 10 WWE undercard wrestlers 

World Wildlife Fund vs. WWE court case may end up being devastating 

Tough Enough tapings end up with 2 furious wrestlers and what will go down as one of the 

most famous one-minute periods in the modern era 

Ric Flair out 3 weeks after ruptured blood vessel in match with Randy Orton 
WWE Survivor Series 11/14 card coverage 

NJPW 11/13 Osaka Dome card coverage, still self-destructing booking 
Samoa Joe vs. C.M. Punk 10/16 a much-talked-about ***** match 
AJPW 10/31 more detailed coverage, most successful card of the year 
lnt’1 Wrestling Museum announces 2005 class of inductees 
B.G. James explodes backstage 

Notes on $10,000 contracts WWE sending to retired wrestlers 

Biggest week in TNA history didn’t seem to pan out, company critical 
WWE quarterly results 

“The Rise and Fall of ECW” DVD is the talk of wrestling 

Olympic gold medalist Karam Mohammed Gaber Ibrahim signs with K-l 

Incident with Bob Holly and Rene Dupree should result in suspension 

3 Memphis police and stripper face series of federal charges including planned robbery at 

Jerry Lawler’s house 

Los Hermanos Dinamitas vs. the sons of legends a hell of a promotional story 
Sabu released from hospital after 7 weeks 
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2004 

Dec. 6 (12) 


Dec. 13 (18) 


Dec. 20 (18) 


Dec. 27 (12) 


Shinya Hashimoto’s Zero-One fizzled out 
Plane crash involving NBC’s Dick Ebersol 11/28 
NYE Japan cards taking shape 
Espirito de la Muerte passes away in ring accident 
Billy Spears and Dandy Jack Donovan pass away 
Renee Dupree/Bob Holly update 

Paul Heyman’s 3 months on WWE main creative team ends 12/3 
TNA Turning Point 12/5 PPV card coverage 
HHH out promoting new book and “Blade: Trinity” movie 
K-l Grand Prix 12/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

Tokyo court of appeals rejects Kazuyushi Ishii appeal, sentenced to 22 months 

DSE files lawsuit vs. Royce Grade 

Konnan’s return to Mexico draws heat 

Jamal & Taiyo Kea win AJPW Real World Tag League 

After Brock Lesnar quit, question wasn’t if he would return, but when 
WWE Armageddon 12/14 card coverage 
Kensuke Sasaki wins 31st Tokyo Sports Japan MVP 
Daniel Puder wins Tough Enough 4 

Konnan and Rey Mysterio Jr. return to Tijuana draws turn-away sellout 
IWA Puerto Rico suspends Apolo 

Backstage incident between Ric Flair and Mick Foley over Flair’s book 

A detailed look at Japan’s NYE head-to-head battle. Pride vs. K-l 
“The Rise and Fall of ECW” DVD review. An in-depth look at ECW 
CMLL 12/17 card coverage, Vampiro & Pierroth lose hair 
Highlights of HHH on John McEnroe show 
Items being discussed for WrestleMania 

Highlights of Paul Heyman on “Between the Ropes” radio show 
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2005 

Jan. 3 (12) 


Jan. 10 (12) 


Jan. 17 (18) 


Jan. 24 (24) 


Jan. 31 (18) 


Feb.7(18) 


Antonio Inoki pursuing Brock Lesnar pretty ahrd through Brad Rheingans 
Five days before show, Silva vs. Sakuraba is off 

21 month reign of Samoa Joe as ROH champion ends surprisingly on 12/26 

“Adam Copeland on Edge” book review 

Roster of fighters and teams announced for Ultimate Fighter 

Nikkan Sports year-end awards 

No shortage of headlines in what could be called the biggest night in MMA history 

K-l Dynamite card coverage 

Pride 28: Shockwave 12/31 card coverge 

Brock Lesnar comes to Japan with Rena Mero and Brad Rheingans 
New Japan 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

WWE New Year’s Revolution 1/9 card coverage, HHH wins World Heavyweight title 
Hector Garza arrested at Houston airport with steroids 
Johnny K-9 arrested for murder 

“Strong, Stronger, Strongest” book review, a look at some wrestler’s strongest 
The plight of Apolo in Puerto Rico is big news 
Abyss officially done in TNA, a look at his situation 

2004 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 
WWE and The Rock quietly end business relationship 

First ever match between Triple Crown champion vs. IWGP champion announced 
Pistol Pez Whatley passes away 

TNA Final Resolution 1/16 card coverage, A.J. Styles wins X-Division title 

K-l Dynamite more detailed coverage 

Hector Garza pleads guilty to steroid possession 

Joanie Laurer has celebrity meltdown on Howard Stern show 

A look at the Best of the 2000s based on the WON annual awards 
The Fight Network debuts in Canada 
Akira Maeda resurfaces 

Federal Government test case in going after pornographers thrown out 
Viacom co-president quoted as saying UPN would be dropping Smackdown 
Gong Magazine year-end awards 

Tokao Omori wins AWA title in tournament final over Steve Corino 

Doug Williams & Scorpio win GHC tag team titles from Mitsuharu Misawa & Naoya Ogawa 
NJPW airs 10 biggest Martial Arts matches in company history, a look at the list 
Tony Lanza passes away 
Hector Garza deported 

WWE Royal Rumble 1/30 card coverage 

WWE 2004 PPV draws 

Update on UPN Smackdown news 

Wrestlereunion convention 1/28 - 1/30 highlights 

Strangest wrestling court case in history going to trial in Georgia 

Benjamin Mora announces his attempt to turn Tijuana back into wrestling capital 

Highlights of Joanie Laurer on Howard Stern 

WWE confident Hogan will be returning soon 

Highlights of Chris Benoit interview with The U.K. Sun 
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Feb. 14 (18) 


Feb. 21 (12) 


Feb. 28 (12) 


March 7 (18) 


March 14(18) 


March 21 (12) 


March 28 (12) 


Brock Lesnar files suit to get out of WWE no-compete clause 

UFC 51: Super Saturday 2/5 card coverage 

WWE Japan TV tapings most financially successful in history 

A look at the legacy of Giant Baba after the 5-year anniversary of his death 

A look at WWE PPV business by month 

Lex Luger takes plea bargain in steroid possession 

WWE announces Hall of Fame inductees 

TNA Against All Odds 2/13 card coverage 

Feb. 14 episode of Ultimate Fighter, by far the strongest to date 

A look at Shamrock vs. Franklin Spike TV special 

More on The Rock/WWE break-up 

WWE Senior Vice President pleads guilty to mail fraud 

Satoshi Kojima defeats Hiroyoshi Tenzan to become the firt Triple Crown/IWGP Champion 
WWE No Way Out 2/20 card coverage 

Most anticipated match in modern UFC history turns out to be a let down 
Pride 29: Fist of Fire 2/20 card coverage 
Movie notes on The Rock 

Frankie Kazarian quits TNA; fear he is only the tip of the iceberg 

April to be the biggest month for business as well as future ramifications 
WWE financial quarterly report 

Kojima vs. Tenzan match told nice story and will become memorable historically 
More notes on Pride 29 

Satoshi Kojima wins AJPW Triple Crown from Toshiaki Kawada 2/16 
Antonio Pena offers Konnan booking position! 

Shane Douglas and Jeremy Borash putting together ECW reunion show 
Dave Levin, George Culkin, Joe Esposito pass away 

Toshiaki Kawada announces he is leaving AJPW to become free agent 

Takeshi Rikio wins GHC title from Kenta Kobashi; longest reigning major men’s 

heavyweight title reign comes to an end 

WWE Hall of Fame inductees 

Dave’s own Top 50 WWE Hall of Fame thoughts 

The Rock’s role in “Be Cool’’ garners lots of positive reviews 

Paul Kingi “Toa the Samoan Beast” convicted of murder in New Zealand 

Matt Hardy/Lita break-up a major issue internally 

Dan Severn talks about Brawl for All 

Spike TV pulls out of negotiations for Raw 

TNA Destination X 3/13 card coverage; Christopher Daniels wins X-Division title 
First attempt at doing a non-worked pro wrestling league with TV days away 
Update on Edge/Hardy/Lita 

WWE sends threatening letter regarding the Douglas ECW show 

Kurt Angle and Danny Hodge named 2 of the 15 greatest college wrestlers 

One of the 3 biggest gates ever in Arena Mexico occurred 3/18 

K-l looks to have created a new sensation in Choi Hong-man 

Christopher Daniels and A.J. Styles headline biggest indie card in England in years 

Giant Bernard (A-Train) debuts in AJPW 

Aafter the weak TNA PPV, the bloom is off the Rhodes 

Highlights of Edge and Christian on “Off the Record” 
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April 4 (18) 


April 11 (18) 


April 18 (12) 


April 25 (12) 


May 2 (12) 


May 4 (18) 


All the hype over, WrestleMania card preview 

Shawn Michaels self-proclaimed status of Mr. WrestleMania can’t be justified 
All Japan women holding final show 4/17; a look at the promotion 
Other side of Kurt Angle comes out as he addresses Daniel Puder situation 
Battle in Japan 3/26 card coverage 
-Debut of Hero’s promotion 
-New Japan Pro Wrestling 
Real Pro Wrestling debuts 3/27; a quick look 
Lex Luger in prison on contempt of court charges 
Court of Appeals in Georgia rules on Sid Eudy vs. WCW case 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/5 card coverage; Takeshi Rikio wins GHC title form Kenta Kobashi 

WWE new cable deal with USA is good news and bad news 

WrestleMania XXI 3/31 card coverage; John Cena and Batista both win world titles 

Hulk Hogan steals show at WWE Hall of Fame ceremony 

Mitsuharu Misawa announces Pro Wrestling NOAH running second Tokyo Dome show 

All Japan women 4/13 card coverage 

Pride Bushido 6 4/3 card coverage 

Ultimate Fighter finals set; a look at the upcoming show 

Vampiro jumps to AAA 

Bobby Whitlock, Steve Thompson and Choi Sun pass away 
WWE fires Matt Hardy 

Ultimate Fighter finale 4/9 card coverage; Griffin vs. Bonnar match of the year 
Split between WWE and The Rock settled 
Gaea to close after 4/10 show 
WWE counter-sues Brock Lesnar 

WWE releases Rhyno and Paul Bearer; Molly Holly gives notice 

Paul Heyman finishes writing a proposed ECW script 
Spike TV has best week in its history 
A look at UFC pay-offs 

Reviewing WWE countersuit vs. Brock Lesnar 
Profile on Billy Robinson 

Highlights of Dusty Rhodes on “Between the Ropes” radio show 

UFC 52 4/16 card coverage; Chuck Lidell dethrones Randy Couture 
WWE firing of Matt Hady turns into corporate embarrassment 
Dana White announces second season of The Ultimate Fighter 
Cauliflower Alley Club banquet didn’t have usual tales and stories 
IWA 5th anniversary 4/6 card coverage 

Incident at WrestleMania involving JBL, Bob Holly and Lance Storm 

WWE preliminary buy rate; WrestleMania XXI the biggest grossing in history 
Pride: Total Elimination 2005 4/23 card coverage 
TNA Lockdown 4/24 card coverage 

Mitsuharu Misawa vs. Toshiaki Kawada expected as NOAH’s Tokyo Dome main event 
Frank Dickerson hired as CEO and CFO of TNA; first hurdle is talent situation 
Kensuke Sasaki wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Tito Ortiz claims he will never fight in the UFC again 
Highlights of Matt Hardy on “Between the Ropes” radio show 
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May 9 (18) 


May 16 (12) 


May 23 (18) 


May 30(18) 


June 6(12) 


June 13 (12) 


Chris Candito passes away after blood clot from broken leg (career retrospect) 

Spike TV and UFC announce 2-year deal 
WWE Backlash 5/1 card coverage 
NJPW makes deal with Mitsuharu Misawa 
Sam Lowe passes away 
NWA Wildside has final show 

“Superstar” Billy Graham comments on Billy Robinson 
Power struggle in TNA between the Jarretts and the Carters 

Dusty Rhodes removed as TNA booker, then resigns 5/10 

Biggest jr. tag tournament of the year; “Differ Cup” planned by Zero-One Max and NOAH 

Chris Kreski passes away; WWE head writer during boom period 

Woman wrestler/MMA fighter Akino beaten by rugby players 

B.J. Penn arrested for assault of a police officer 

Jim Cornette on paid leave of absence from WWE 

One step and a few weeks away from having a second edition of Monday Night Wars 
NJPW 5/14 Tokyo Dome card coverage; Hiroyoshi Tenzan wins IWGP title 
TNA Hard Justice 5/15 card coverage 
-A.J. Styles wins NWA title 
-Tito Ortiz appears 

Second annual WWE reset expanded to one month of roster changes 
The history of the World Heavyweight Championship 
AAA Triplemania XIII 5/15 card coverage; was a wild scene 
MMA death, Kim Lee Seon passes away in Seoul, South Korea 5/12 
Highest paid pro wrestler or MMA fighter in 2004: Naoya Ogawa 
Gary Brunetti and Black Angus Campbell pass away 

UPN moving Smackdown to Friday night effective September 

TNA expected to announce moving to Monday night 

6/12 ECW PPV turned into a political fight and historical revisionism 

WWE Judgement Day 5/22 card coverage 

Pride Bushido 7 5/22 card coverage 

Electroshock quits AAA after Triplemania 

Return of ECW name spurred on by strong DVD sales 
Masakazu Kusama resigns as NJPW president 

“Longest Yard” remake features 5 wrestlers: Steve Austin, Kevin Nash, Bob Sapp, Bill 
Goldberg, Dalip Singh 

Roger Grade comes out big winner at 2005 Abu Dhabi championship 
Vordell Walker gets better of Scott Steiner in indie show shoot attempt 
Dan “Spider” Quirk passes away in indie card in-ring accident 

WWE draft lottery sends John Cena to Raw and Chris Benoit to Smackdown 
UFC 53: Heavy Hitters 6/4 card coverage; Rich Franklin wins Middleweight title 
TNA on holding pattern with no TV deal 
Scott Steiner side of Vordell Walker incident 
Brock Lesnar/WWE lawsuit update 
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2005 

June 20(18) 


June 27 (12) 


July 4 (18) 


July 11 (12) 


July 18 (24) 


July 25 (22) 


ECW One Night Stand 6/12 card coverage 
Quick review of ECW history 
Hardcore Homecoming 6/10 card coverage 
The mood among most in TNA plummeting 

You don’t get left speechless much...WWC announces Bruiser Brody Memorial Cup 
Steve Corino wins AWA title from Takao Omori 

TNA Slammiversary 6/15 card coverage; Raven wins NWA title 
One of Europe’s biggest events of modern time, WWE 6/18 in Ireland 
C.M. Punk captures ROH title from Austin Aires; billed as his final match 
Tiger Mask catures second consecutive Best of the Super Juniors 
Minoru Suzuki & Naomichi Marufuji win GHC tag team titles 
Rod Trongard passes away 

JBL and WWE try to come up with viable explanation for JBL unprofessionalism 

6/27 Raw was one of WWE’s most newsworthy shows 
WWE Vengeance 6/26 card coverage 

Brock Lesnar makes conciliatory remarks about wanting to return 
Pride Grand Prix 2nd round 6/26 card coverage 

Steve Yohe on why Bill Miller should be in the Observer Hall of Fame 
Wrongful death lasuit of Brian Ong vs. APW expected to end 
Intocable breaks neck during match in Torreon 

Sentiment is Jarrett should have been suspended for his actions at the PPV 
Highlights of JBL interview on WWE.com acknowledging Blue Meanie incident 

WWE financials for fiscal year end 4/30 
Pride: Critical Countdown 6/26 card coverage 
Intocable update 

A Current Affair does piece on wrestlers that promotions don’t want 
Matt Striker gets national attention after calling in sick at school to wrestle 
A list of WWE wrestlers going to be cut; everyone worried 
Head writer Brian Gewirtz takes leave of absence 
Highlights of Steve Austin interview with The U.K. Sun 

Shinya Hashimoto passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE draft lottery supposed to be big face lift, but past week, most amazing changes of all: 
-Return of Matt Hardy 
-Departure of HHH 

Smackdown of controversial proportions due to terrorist angle 

A look at final cuts with WWE, including the Dudleys, and their potential futures 

Jim Cornette fired by WWE 

Debut of “Hogan Knows Best” on VH-1 

MMA Heroes 7/16 card coverage 

Brian Ong lawsuit settled 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 7/18 card coverage; Kobashi vs. Sasaki have first-ever meeting 
Jose Miguel Perez passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE additional info from business report 
Hashimoto funeral coverage and career title history 
TNA No Surrender 7/17 card coverage 
Pride Bushido 8 7/17 card coverage 
Rocky Moran passes away 
WWE fires Earl Hebner 

A look at the Matt Hardy/Edge/Lita situation with the signing of Matt Hardy 
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2005 

Aug. 1 (16) 


Aug. 8 (12) 


Aug. 15 (18) 


Aug. 22 (12) 


Aug. 24(18) 


Aug. 29 (18) 


Backlash from Smackdown terrorist angle 
Lord Alfred Hayes passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE Great American Bash 7/24 card coverage 

K-l Max World Grand Prix ends in disappointment with Masato breaking ankle 

A1 Kashey passes away 

TNA announces Spike TV deal is finalized 

Tigre Metalico suffers near-fatal in-ring injury 

After 8 years, perhaps the final tale of WWE and Bret Hart 
AAA and EMLL both doing big business 

Vince Russo gives his version of what happened at WCW Bash at the Beach 2000 
UFC scores major coup with milti-million dollar ad commitment from Xyience 
After negotiations fall through, WWE makes Ultimate Warrior DVD without him 

Bret Hart in Stamford working on DVD 

Debut of Fumihiko Uwai’s Wrestle-One promotion 8/4 card coverage 

UFC Fight Night 7/25 card coverage 

Pro Wrestling NOAH Destiny 7/18 card coverage 

Notes on Adnan Al-Kaissy book “The Sheik of Baghdad’’ 

Iron Sheik appreciation night in Boston turns into a mess 

Dusty Rhodes meets with Stephanie McMahon about writing position 

Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame candidates 
TNA Sacrifice 8/14 card coverage 

NJPW 15th annual G-l Climax card coverage; Masahiro Chono wins 

Chris Tolos passes away 

Backgrounds of Ultimate Fighter II cast 

James Gibson wins ROH title 

Nathan Marquardt tests positive for steroids after win over Ivan Salaverry 
Bankruptcy of NVW Pharmaceutical (Stacker II) could cost WWE millions 

Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame issue; inductees include: 

-The Fabulous Freebirds 

-HHH 

-Paul Heyman 

Observer MMA Hall of Fame; inductees include: 

-Kazushi Sakuraba 
-Royce Grade 
-Ken Shamrock 
-Randy Couture 

IWA Puerto Rico presses charges against Shane Sewell 
L.A. Times writes article of the sale of the Olympic Auditorium 
Newspaper article on auto accident involving Iron Sheik 
UFC strips Frank Mir of title and awards it to Andrei Arlovsky 

WWE SummerSlam 8/21 card coverage 
Fedor Emelianenko vs. Mirko Cro Cop 8/28 preview 
UFC 54: Boiling Point 8/20 card coverage 
Kunimatsu Matsunaga commits suicide 

Preview of “Pain and Passion: The History of Stampede Wrestling” 

Police raid 2 homes of Hard Body Harrison 
Dean Rockwood passes away 

Talent talking aobut 2 major red flags on new TNA contracts 
Cables vs. ropes 
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2005 

Sept. 5(18) 


Sept. 12 (12) 


Sept. 19 (12) 


Sept. 21 (12) 


Sept. 26 (18) 


Oct. 3 (16) 


Oct. 10 (12) 


Pride Final Conflict 8/28 card coverage; Shogun Rua wins middleweight tournament 

Second Wrestlereunion convention highlights 

Dudleys receive WWE legal letter regarding their name usage 

Chris Jericho posts on website he is leaving the WWE 

Sailor Ed White passes away; quick career retrospect 

3PW and Pro Wrestling Iron close 

Scott Thompson passes away 

California State Athletic Commission decrees they will follow Nevada UFC rules 
Looking at the whole Hogan vs. Michaels situation 
UFC releases Matt Lindland 

It’s on. It’s really on!! Monday Night Wars!!! 

Hurricane Katrina devastation; a look at New Orleans wrestling 
Daniel Puder released by WWE 
Sandman denied entry into Canada 

Bas Rutten talks of confrontation with Chicago Bears’ Brian Urlacher 

WWE off to strong first quarter 

CMLL about to celebrate 72nd anniversary 

MMA Hero’s 9/7 card coverage 

Lesson from SummerSlam; Dream matches draw 

Two lawsuits filed against IWA in Puerto Rico 

Les Thatcher comments on cables vs. ropes 

Matt Landland complains about release over UFC sponsor censorship 

The battle of 10/13 between Spike TV and USA heats up 

TNA Unbreakable 9/11 card coverage 

Brock Lesnar situation gets stranger 

Sam Houston sentenced to 10 years in prison 

More on Daniel Puder release 

WWE Unforgiven 9/18 card coverage 

Monday Night 10/13 war looking more like a blowout for USA 

CMLL anniversary show history and 9/16 card coverage; Chessman loses his hair 

Ultimate Fighter Melvin Guillard becomes somewhat of a hero in New Orleans 

Bryan Danielson wins ROH title 

Dana White institutes a media ban 

Time Magazine to have lengthy article on UFC 

Monday night war has crazy antics 
Pride Bushido 9 9/25 card coverage 
K-l 9/23 card coverage 
Gene Stanlee passes away 

WWE gets everything in Brock Lesnar lawsuit outcome sealed 
Mark Copani (Muhammed Hassan) released by WWE 

“The Self Destruction of the Ultimate Warrior” DVD the most talked about thing in wrestling; 
a look at his history 

Lee Murray in critical condition after stabbing 
Brief background on Norifumi “Kid” Yamamoto 
Dudleys debut in AJPW 

Kyoko Hamaguchi fails to tie all-time womens world championship record 
Highlights of interesting Dixie Carter interviews 
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2005 

Oct. 12 (12) 


Oct. 17 (18) 


Oct. 24 (12) 


Oct. 31 (20) 


Nov. 7(16) 


Nov. 14 (18) 


The end result of the most important weekend for TV; a look at both Raw and UFC Ultimate 
Fight Night 10/13 shows 

Kenta Kobashi’s ROH appearance a thrill for fans 

A look at the Von Erich family; due to Texas Monthly article 

Wrestle-One 10/2 card coverage 

Bam Bam Bigelow in serious motorcycle accident 

Jim Cornette debuts in ROH 

TNA debut on Spike TV 10/1 coverage 

Several MMA websites stop coverage of UFC as backlash to media ban 

Jim Ross off Raw, WWE tries to steam Mike Goldberg from UFC 

NJPW 10/8 card coverage; Brock Lesnar captures IWGP title 

WWE No Mercy 10/9 card coverage 

UFC 55: Fury 10/7 card coverage 

Bob “Legs” Langevin passes away 

UFC media blackout is over 

El Mixteco II passes away in the ring 

WWE changes course again with Jim Ross angle 
Ultimate Warrior info update 
NJPW booker Riki Choshu garnering controversy 
Sweet Stevie Lee passes away 

Mike Goldberg talks about final decision to not sign with WWE 
Highlights of Batista interview with The U.K. Sun 

Crusher passes away (career retrospect) (Part I) 

TNA Bound for Glory 10/2 card coverage; Rhyno wins NWA title 

Raw report leading up to Taboo Tuesday 

The Fight Network launch party highlights 

Pride 30: Fully Loaded 10/23 card coverage 

WWE to try to direct viewers to website during commercials 

The Rock all over the media with the release of “Doom” 

Notes on Hard Body Harrison indictment 

WWE Taboo Tuesday 11/1 card coverage; Joey Styles debuts as announcer 

Steve Austin refuses to do job, Christian gives notice 

Kenta Kobashi vs. Samoa Joe 10/1 match review 

Non-WWE directory of wrestler names and ages 

Kanyon arrested 

Mike Mooneyham runs Tony Atlas interview talking about Bruiser Brody death 

UFC Fight Night 3 11/5 card coverage 

Hustlemania 11/3 card coverage 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 11/5 Budokan Hall card coverage 

TNA prime time debut on Spike TV 11/3 card coverage; Jeff Jarrett wins NWA title 
“Jake “The Snake” Roberts: Pick Your Poison” DVD review 
Bret Hart lawsuit with Lloyd’s of London settled 
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2005 

Nov. 21 (24) 


Nov. 28 (16) 


Dec. 5 (22) 


Dec. 12 (12) 


Dec. 19 (12) 


Dec. 21 (12) 


Dec. 26 (14) 


Eddy Guerrero passes away 
NJPW sold to Yukes Corporation 
Crusher career retrospect (Part II) 

TNA Genesis 11/13 card coverage 

Pride announces NYE main event to combat K-l 

Highlights of Spike Dudley interview on “Between the Ropes” radio show 

Highlights of Bubba Ray Dudley interview with Alex Marvez 

Details from Shawn Michaels book about Bret Hart and Montreal finish 

Vince McMahon announces steroid testing policy 11/21 while in England 
UFC 57: Full Force 11/19 card coverage 

Semmy Schilt wins 13th annoual K-l Grand Prix 11/15 card coverage 
Posting on Test’s website causes controversy 

CMLL signs contract with Multivision to go head-to-head with AAA on Televisa 
WWE and Sky Sports found to have breached TV broadcast code in U.K. 

Eddy Guerrero career retrospect 

WWE Survivor Series 11/27 card coverage 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 11/5 card coverage; Akira Taue wins GHC title 

Lou Thesz Hall of Fame inductees for 2006 

Rob Feinstein makes return to wrestling 

Frank Dickerson replaced as CEO of TNA 

Ric Flair charged with road rage 

Something about death and pro wrestling brings out the best and worst in people 
WWE drug policy becomes huge media news 
WWE quarterly investor’s conference highlights 
AJPW may be in turmoil on the foreigner side 

Flair pleads guilty in road rage case, public record of divorce case revealed 
WWE releases Christy Hemme 

2005 biggest event sand top draws rundown 
Brock Lesnar/WWE legal issue a story again 
CMLL year-end awards 

Lex Luger and Buff Bagwell removed from flight to Winnipeg 
Tajiri leaving WWE to return home to Japan 

Matt Hardy has heat in locker room stemming from Survivor Series 

Death of Eddy Guerrero officially labeled as a heart attack 
TNA signs Sting; the company’s highest-priced acquisition 
Tokyo Sports awards; Satoshi Kojima wins MVP 

TNA Turning Point 12/11 card coverage; Samoa Joe wins X-Division title 

Johnny K-9 returned to jail 

Slyck Wagner Brown arrested 

Dirty Dan Evans and Chad Floyd pass away 

WWE Armageddon 12/18 card coverage 
NYE Japan battle looks to be the closest ever 
Bas Rutten quits Pride after 6 years as announcer 
Super Parka arrested 

Vince Russo’s Ring of Glory promotion debuts 
Sting signing with TNA affects morale due to pay scales 
Matt Cappotelli hospitalized after major scare 
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2006 

Jan. 2(12) 


Jan. 9 (20) 


Jan. 16 (24) 


Jan. 23 (18) 


Jan. 30(18) 


Injuries change several K-l NYE matches 
A look at the NYE tradition of big cards 
Nikkan Sports 2005 awards 

Tod Gordon to get day in court that pre-August 27, 1994 ECW belongs to him 
Minneapolis Star Tribune has article on wrestlers from Robbinsdale High School 
Craig Titus sought by Las Vegas police for murder 
Quick review of “Cheating Death, Stealing Life” Eddy Guerrero book 

Pride: Shockwave 2005 12/31 card coverage 
K-l Dynamite 12/31 card coverage 

“Superstar Billy Graham: 20 Years Too Soon” DVD review 
2005 wrestler rankings on big shows 
Lobo Rubio passes away 

Steve “Dr. Lucha” Sims top 20 Lucha stories of the year 

WWE withdrawals restraining order over Lesnar appearing for NJPW 

San Jose Mercury has story on Terry Albritton; a Stu Hart hopeful star 

2005 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 

Less than 3 months to WrestleMania, everything suddenly up in the air 
WWE New Years Revolution 1/8 card coverage; Edge wins WWE title 
NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage 
NYE TV ratings from big battle in Japan 
K-l Dynamite more detailed coverage 

Batista tears tricep and forfeits world title; Angle wins it in battle royal 
TNA talent unhappieness over proposed contract revisions 
WWE fires Juventud Guerrera 

Second Monday night battle of WWE vs. UFC 1/16 card coverage 
TNA Final Resolution 1/15 card coverage; the return of Sting 
El Texano and Ricky Romero pass away; quick career retrospects 

Alfonso Mora-Superzan, Dr. O’Borman, Pancho Zapata, Jay Clayton Smith, Shinya Yoshioka 
pass away 

Interesting notes on audiences that watch UFC and TNA 

NJPW contract negotiation highlights 

Review of Brock Lesnar performance to date in NJPW 

Tod Gordon lawsuit news 

Brock Lesnar/WWE update 

Shortly after winning world title, health of Kurt Angle in question 
Merger of UPN and WB shocks the TV world 

WWE and CMLL go head-to-head in Mexico City; 1/19 - 1/20 card coverage 
Jun Akiyama wins GHC title from Akira Taue 
Ricky Romero career retrospect 
More on Dr. O’Borman 

Jim Hellwig sues WWE over “The Self Destruction of the Ultimate Warrior” DVD 
Shinjiro Otani wins AWA title from Steve Corino 
NJPW talent update in regards to contract negotiations 

Highlights of “Superstar” Billy Graham on “The Big Deal” with Donny Deutsch 
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2006 

Feb. 6(18) 


Feb. 13(18) 


Feb. 20(12) 


Feb. 27 (12) 


March 6 (12) 


March 8 (12) 


WWE Royal Rumble 1/29 card coverage; John Cena wins WWE title from Edge 
House show trends over the years, who has PPV drawing power 
Latin Lover announces his retirement 
Black Cat passes away (career retrospect) 

Bobby Ologun image in bad shape after office outburst 
Former woman wrestler Juana Barraza suspected of 10 murders 
Emory Hale and Furacao pass away 

UFC prevails in court case vs. Worldwide Fighting Championship 

UFC 57: Liddell vs Couture 3 2/4 card coverage; Randy Couture retires 
Matt Cappotelli’s brain tumor diagnosed as malignant 
Spike TV announces TNA moving to Thursday nights prime time 
Carlson Grade Sr. passes away 

Vince McMahon accused of groping tanning salon clerk 
WWE bloom off the rose in Japan 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 1/18 Budokan Hall card coverage 
Chris Kanyon claims he was fired due to being gay 
Abyss and Low Ki quit ROH 

Bret Hart agrees to appear at WWE Hall of Fame 
Jackie “Mr. TV” Pallo passes away (career retrospect) 

Guerrero family scheduled in angle as exploitation of Eddy’s death continues 
TNA Against All Odds 2/12 card coverage; Christian Cage wins NWA title 
Cappotelli announces he has brain cancer; WWE posts on WWE.com 
New prospective company. Wrestling Society X, debuts TV pilot for MTV 
Animal Hamaguchi named head coach of Japan womens national team 

WWE No Way Out 2/19 card coverage; Chris Benoit wins U.S. title 
Johnny Grunge passes away (career retrospect) 

Ron Dobratz passes away; brief history 
TNA relationship with Morphoplex is over 

TNA suspends Austin Aries and Roderick Strong, others not going to be used 

Mick Foley writes more on Eddy Guerrero situation 

WWE Hall of Fame notes 

Shelton Benjamin wins IC title from Ric Flair 

A look at Halls of Fame and who deserves inclusion 

Dave’s strongest candidates for WWE Hall of Fame of those not already in 

Juana Barraza imprisoned for murders 

UFC All Access debuts with feature on Rich Franklin 

Kid Yamamoto and Killer Bee fighting team suspended by Japan Shooto Association 

Next several months in U.S. going to be huge when it comes to long-term effect 

WWE reveals more details of its proposed substance abuse policy 

Stacy Keibler finishes 3rd in ABC’s Dancing with the Stars 

Several arrests made in Japan in aftermatch of 2003 NYE special 

Pride 31: Unbreakable 2/26 card coverage 

UFC files lawsuit vs. proposed International Fight League 
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2006 

March 13(18) 


March 20(18) 


March 27(16) 


April 3 (24) 


April 10 (12) 


April 17 (12) 


WWE quarterly investor’s conference highlights 
UFC 58: USA vs. Canada 3/4 card coverage 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/5 Budokan Hall card coverage 
World Wrestling Legends 3/5 card coverage 
IFL announces its debut show 

Schwarzenegger ripped in media for planned appearance at Grade Challenge 
Concept of weight classes subject of lawsuit by former boxer 
Steve Austin back in WWE fold with movie “The Condemned” to be filmed 
WWE releases Marty Jannetty 

Spike pulls TNA prime time slot; may be good news for TNA 
ESPN sports poll worst news for wrestling 

Return of SNME to NBC after 15 years, single most important show of the year 
Strikeforce 3/10 card coverage; sets North American MMA attendance record 
TNA Destination X 3/12 card coverage 

-Christopher Daniels wins X-Division title 
-Scott Steiner debuts 
NJPW 2/19 Sumo Hall card coverage 
Fallout from Japan 12/31 card gets even hotter 

SNME 3/18 card coverage 

Armando Garcia of California State Athletic Commission gives thoughts on MMA 

Lee Murray wanted for single biggest robbery in Great Britain 

CMLL El Homenage de Dos Leyendes 3/17 card coverage 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/15 Budokan Hall card coverage 

Hero’s 3/19 Sumo Hall card coverage 

NJPW 3/19 Sumo Hall card coverage 

Maria Bernardi and Iron Mike Koncur pass away 

WWE holds first drug test prior to 3/20 tapings 

Lots going on behind the scenes leading up to WrestleMania 

Director of Las Vegas Athletic Commission Marc Ratner resigns to join UFC 

A look at the Ultimate Fighter 3 line-up 

Ann Calvello of Roller Derby passes away (career retrospect) 

Haruka Eigen and Kumiko Maekawa retire 
Kengo Kimura quits NJPW 

UXW wrestler J-Money paralyzed after mishap in first match 

WrestleMania XXII 4/2 card coverage; Rey Mysterio Jr. wins WWE title 
Randy Orton suspended indefinitely 2 days after WrestleMania 
Victor Quinones passes away (career retrospect) 

Pride Bushido 10 4/2 card coverage; Takanori Gomi upset in non-title match 
TNA gets bad news for when Ultimate Fighter 3 ends 
Guerrero family update after Hall of Fame mix up 
Harry Smith agrees to terms with WWE 

WWE Hall of Fame coverage 
ROH 3/31 card coverage 

Takao Omori wins AWA title from Shinjiro Otani 

Armando Garcia gives commission speech before 4/1 IFC show 

Antonio Inoki shuts down U.S. office 


165 



Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2006 

April 19 (12) 


April 24(18) 


May 1 (18) 


May 8 (12) 


May 10 (12) 


May 16 (12) 


A look at the Randy Orton suspension 

Ultimate Fight Night 4 4/6 card coverage 

Good and bad news after first episode of Ultimate Fighter airs 

Latest craziness as it relates to Team Mexico in TNA 

Doesn’t look like Hogan vs. Austin will happen 

A look at the state of the business in the U.S. 

UFC 59: Reality Check 4/15 card coverage; Tim Sylvia wins UFC title 
Allegations regarding Yakuza involvement in MM A come to a head 
Pride has Las Vegas dates booked for its U.S. debut 

Keith Kizer named Executive Director of Nevada State Athletic Commission 

Vince McMahon decides to revive ECW while flying to Europe 

Cable industry stunned; first estimates from UFC 59 already at 400,000 buys 

Legal action between Brock Lesnar and WWE officially over 

TNA Lockdown 4/23 card coverage 

Taiyo Kea wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

Bob Holly contracts MSRA, a severe staph infection, in his elbow 

Decision to change TNA TV to less matches kills undercard talent morale 

Tim Sylvia upset at UFC at what he considers disrespect 

Bas Rutten appears to be done with Pride, for the second time 

Tatsumi Fujinami unhappy at stockholders meeting with how NJPW is being run 

First TV angle run to build ECW return 

WWE Backlash 4/30 card coverage; RVD wins IC title from Shelton Benjamin 

On again/off again Tito Ortiz vs. Ken Shamrock rematch is on again...maybe 

Strong indications MTV will be picking up Wrestling Society X 

Tatsumi Fujinami gives NJPW his notice 

Jim Ross returns to Raw 

Tod Gordon/ECW lawsuit thrown out of court 

Hero’s pulls off gigantic coup; Kazushi Sakuraba appears at 5/3 show 
Brock Lesnar entrance into MMA almost confirmed 

One of the biggest mainstream angles in years involves Cirbernetico in Mexico 

Hero’s 5/3 card coverage 

WWE 2006 directory 

AAA 4/30 Guadalajara card coverage 

Kay Noble passes away 

17-year-old boy hospitalized after training camp put on by Brew City Wrestling 

Pride Total Elimination Absolute 5/5 card coverage 

Jim Cornette reaches deal with TNA 

Sammy Steamboat Jr. passes away 

Shane Douglas returns to TNA after completing rehab 

Eric Bischoff writing a book; a quick look 

Highlights of Billy Kidman interview with The U.K. Sun 

Booker T and Batista get in fight filming SummerSlam commercial 
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May 22 (20) 


May 29 (18) 


June 5(18) 


June 12 (18) 


June 19 (12) 


Gearing up for ECW has major behind-the-scenes news 
Bob Sapp walks out on K-l event in Holland 
No disciplinary action taken in Booker T/Batista incident 
TNA Sacrifice 5/15 card coverage 

WWE charged with 9 violations of Kentucky law after Backlash 
Sammy Steamboat career retrospect 

Pro Wrestling NOAH announces no more business deals with NJPW 
Jay Hassman arrested on embezzlement, larceny and forgery 
Cody Rhodes debuts in OVW 

Things are going crazy in WWE 

WrestleMania XXII should end as third biggest PPV of all time; a look at the big PPVs 

“See No Evil’’ opens to largely bad reviews 

More detailed eye witness account of Booker T/Batista incident 

WWE Judgement Day 5/21 card coverage; Paul London & Brian Kendrick win WWE tag 
team titles 

Rock’s movie “Southland Tales” most anticipated movie at Cannes Film Festival 
Hart family publicly divided again 
ESPN “Outside the Lines” has UFC show 
Bob Sapp side of the Holland K-l incident 

Highlights of Quinton Jackson on “Between the Ropes” radio show 
WWE signs Sylester Terkay from K-l 

UFC 60 5/27 card coverage; Matt Hughes destroyes Royce Grade 
Official announcement of ECW to debut on SciFi Channel 
In interesting marketing strategy, WWE almost secretly raises price of PPV 
Apache Bull Ramos passes away (career retrospect) 

Cowboy Bob Yuma passes away 

Ontario Athletic Commission drops regulation of pro wrestling 
Bob Sapp legal issues are going to be interesting with K-l 
Greg Gange new booker for Deep South and OVW 

Fuji TV cancels contract with Pride after alleged Yakuza scandal 
The new ECW going to be an interesting relaunch 
Ryan Bennett passes away in car accident 
Pride Bushido: Survival 6/4 card coverage 

MMA boom leads to at least 3 networks planning to copy Ultimate Fighter 

Kenta Kobashi & Tamon Honda win GHC tag team titles 

Highlights of Hulk Hogan interview with The U.K. Sun 

Terry Taylor named director of talent relations in TNA 

UFC gets warning from Ofcom in the U.K. regarding product placement 

ECW One Night Stand II 6/11 card coverage; RVD wins WWE title from John Cena 

Pride holds press conference after being dropped by Fuji TV 

First taste of new ECW on 6/7 USA Network WWE vs. ECW special 

Antonio Pena getting Civernetico booked all over mainstream media 

First WWE novel “Big Apple Takedown” coming out soon 
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June 21 (12) 


June 26 (16) 


July 3 (18) 


July 10(12) 


July 13 (12) 


July 17 (18) 


John Tenta passes away (career retrospect) 

ECW debut on Sci-Fi Network classic tale of good news and bad news 

WWE quarterly report 

Caulilower Alley Club banquet highlights 

Lou Thesz Hall of Fame 2006 inductees 

Calvin “Prince” Pullins passes away 

Strikeforce 6/9 card coverage 

WWE has some creative shake-ups 

DX returns to Raw 

TNA Slammiversary 6/18 card coverage; Jeff Jarrett wins NWA title 

Minoru wins NJPW Best of the Super Juniors 

Ric Converse wins AWA title from Takao Omori 

Tatsumi Fujinami quits NJPW, again, to start new promotion 

Masahiro Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan vacate IWGP titles due to surgery 

Highlights of Chris Jericho on “Off the Record” 

Jimmy Jacobs has altercation with fan in the stands at ROH show 
Multichannel News runs big story on UFC 
Mike Barton upsets Cabbage Correira in MMA debut in Hawaii 
Vince McMahon furious at negative reaction to first ECW show 

Vengeance 6/25 card coverage 
Crazy Luke Graham passes away 

Ultimate Fighter 3 finale 6/24 card coverage; Michael Bisping and Kendall Grove win 

The Rock has Achilles tendon surgery 

Highlights of UFC feature on “The O’Reilly Factor” 

Angle put together return of Hulk Hogan to Raw 
Lee Murray arrested for armed robbery 
Seattle promoter Harry Elliott passes away 

Kenta Kobashi diagnosed with kidney cancer 

Pride Critical Countdown Absolute 7/1 card coverage 

More WWE business notes after SEC filings 

Ultimate Fight Night 5 6/28 card coverage 

Tiger khan and Pat Hutchinson pass away 

Austin Aries and Roderick Strong’s contracts expire with TNA 

Las Vegas Review Journal has lengthy article on Dana White 

Kurt Angle taking at least one month off 

RVD and Sabu pulled over and charged with possession...fallout includes: 

-Edge wins WWE title 
-Big Show wins ECW title 

UFC 60; Hughes vs. Grade has become biggest non-boxing or WrestleMania PPV 

Crazy Luke Graham career retrospect 

Taiyo Kea wins AJPW Triple Crown from Satoshi Kojima 

A view of the new look of Pride from someone attending live 

Kenta Kobashi undergoes successful surgery 

UFC 61: Bitter Rivals 7/8 card ocverage; Tito Ortiz stops Ken Shamrock in 1:18 

Arrest and suspension of RVD brings up quandary that all sports will face 

Bob Sapp announces retirement but makes it clear K-l forced him to say so 

Big Show first to hold WWE, WCW and ECW titles; a look at multiple title holders 

IWC and WWC talking of having interpromotional matches 

Arashi pulled over in Japan and charged with possession; fired by AJPW 

Although Johnny K-9 murder charges dropped, his troubles are far from over 
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July 24 (20) 


July 31 (12) 


Aug. 2 (12) 


Aug. 7(18) 


Aug. 14(18) 


Aug. 21 (12) 


Aug. 23 (12) 


Raw moving in Canada from TSN to The Score 
Brock Lesnar done in NJPW 
SNME 7/15 card coverage 
Bob Orton Sr. passes away 

Yoshihiro Takayama returns to Pro Wrestling NOAH 
TNA Victory Road 7/16 card coverage 
A detailed look at World Class Championship Wrestling 

Smackdown roster decimated by a variety of issues 

WWE Canadian TV situation changing for the worse but some cases for the better 
Kid Yamamoto drops out of Hero’s to fulfill family dream 
Major scare in CMLL as Hector Garza momentarily paralyzed in match 
Notes on Tatsumi Fujinami’s new promotion, Muga World Pro Wrestling 

With several on WWE sidelines, problems exploded this past week 

Most newsworthy items on recent PPVs were the last-minute changes 

WWE Great American Bash 7/23 card coverage; King Booker wins World Heavyweight title 

World Fighting Alliance 7/22 card coverage 

Lots of press on NJPW/Brock Lesnar dispute 

Lou Thesz Hall of Fame induction ceremony coverage 

Bob Meyrowitz expected to announce new promotion, YAMA 

Many Smackdown stars cleared to return 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 7/17 Budokan Hall card coverage 

More notes on World Class Championship Wrestling from the July 24 issue 

Baltimore Sun runs lengthy article on the rise of the UFC 

Seattle Post Intelligencer has article on Chris Leben talkinga bout weight cutting 
WWE’s two longest-tenured females are expected to be gone within 2 months 

WWE reveals real wellness policy this past week; Jeff Hardy rehired 

Arena Mexico has fifth straight 15,000+ crowd 

Hogan vs. Orton SummerSlam in jeopardy 

Koki Kameda boxing title fight draws Super Bowl-like ratings 

Ultimate Fighter: The Comeback line-up notes 

Mirko Cro Cop almost pulls out of Pride’s dream card on 9/10 

Ken Shamrock vs. Tito Ortiz III finalized for TV; a look at the last fight 

Vampiro announces formation of new promotion. Revolution X Wrestling 

Hero’s 8/5 Ariake Coliseum card coverage; Sakuraba the new hero 

Strikeforce signs Paul Buentello from UFC 

Brock Lesnar confirms first MMA fight will be with Hero’s 

Analysis of Matt Farmer’s biggest drawing cards of the 20th century 
TNA Hard Justice 8/13 card coverage 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan wins NJPW G-l Climax 
Preview of‘‘McMahon’’ DVD 

Odds are 50/50 if Monty Brown will re-sign with TNA 

Internet post on his experience causes James Beard WWE job after great try-out 

Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame ballot name profiles 

WWE downsizing next Mexican tour 

Layla El wins 3rd WWE Diva Search 

WWC Anniversario 33 8/12 card coverage 

Super Calo returns to AAA in a very unusual first match result 

Karl “Skull’’ Von Stroheim passes away; quick career retrospect 

Cho Ei Tetsu passes away 
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Issue Date (pages) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2006 

Aug. 28 (18) 


Sept. 4 (24) 


Sept. 11 (18) 


Sept. 18 (12) 


Sept. 20 (16) 


2006 definition of drawing money is the same that has always worked 
WWE SummerSlam 8/20 card coverage 
Ultimate Fight Night 6 8/17 card coverage 
More on Matt Farmer analysis 

A look at the 5 straight sellouts at Arena Mexico in 1991 

More Observer Hall of Fame ballot name profiles 

CMLL referee fixture Roberto Rangel passes away 

Latin Lover goes to the ring with Los Perros del Mai in huge shocker 

Doctors order Antonio Pena away from wrestling for one month 

Proposed Chuck Liddell vs. Wanderlei Silva match is dead 

Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame issue; inductees include: 

-Eddy Guerrero 
-Hiroshi Hase 
-Masakatsu Funaki 
-Aja Kong 
-Paul Bowser 

WWE fires Kurt Angle over several issues 
UFC 62 8/26 card coverage 

AJPW 8/27 Sumo Hall card coverage; Hiroshi Hase retirement show 
WWE quietly has major policy change regarding drug test violations 

Pride: Final Conflict Absolute 9/10 card coverage 
WWE quarterly earnings report 
RVD and Sabu plea bargain on recent arrests 
Pride Bushido 12 8/16 card coverage 

Nippon TV prevails in court case over Dec. 31, 2003 promoter Seiya Kawamata 

Shocker accompanies Los Perros del Mai to ring in another CMLL surprise 

Minoru Suzuki wins AJPW Triple Crown from Taiyo Kea 

LAX wins NWA tag team titles from A.J. Styles & Christopher Daniels 

Georges St. Pierre pulls out of Matt Hughes match due to groin injury 

Trial of Dr. James Shortt shows limitations of steroid testing 

Kurt Angle finds himself in unique situation after WWE firing 
Stephan Bonnar tests positive for steroids 

Pro Wrestling Guerilla: Battle of L.A. probably the best tournament of the year 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 8/13 more detailed card coverage 

More Hall of Fame notes 

JBL takes new job on Wall Street 

Pride: Final Conflict Absolute 9/10 card coverage; Mirko Cro Cop wins 
A look at Trish Stratus: The greatest North American female in history 
WWE Madison Square Garden 9/11 card coverage 
Naomichi Marufuji upsets Jun Akiyama for GHC title 
Japan’s Weekly Fight Magazine going out of business 
Kanyon causes minor disturbance at WWE house show 
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Issue Date (pages) 
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2006 

Sept. 25 (20) 


Oct. 2(12) 


Oct. 4 (12) 


Oct. 9 (18) 


Oct. 16 (18) 


WWE Unforgiven 9/17 card coverage 
-John Cena wins WWE title 
-Trish Stratus wins WWE Womens title 
Wrestling Observer Newsletter MMA Hall of Fame issue; inductees include: 

-Wanderlei Silva 
-Frank Shamrock 
-Bas Rutten 
-Chuck Liddell 
Quick Chuck Liddell bio 

AAA vs. TNA Verano de Escandalo 9/17 card coverage 
ROH 9/16 debut at Manhattan Center card coverage 
Ricky Gibson passes away (career retrospect) 

Shinobu Kandori will gain seat in Japan House of Councilors 
WWE fires Greg Gagne 

JBL to give up Smackdown announcing gig to concentrate on Wall Street 
TNA signs Kurt Angle 

TNA to move to 9 p.m. after Ultimate Fighter season ends 

TNA No Surrender 9/24 card coverage; A.J. Styles & Christopher Daniels win NWA tag team 
titles 

Vince Russo signed by TNA; Jim Cornette not happy 

UFC 63 9/23 card coverage 

WWE Mexico City 9/20 card coverage 

UFC releases Yves Edwards after he refuses to sign long-term contract 
WWE/JBL issues rectified; now staying on Smackdown 

Aftermath of Kurt Angle signing leads to next question, what becomes of it? 

Quick Bas Rutten bio 

More notes on Ricky Gibson 

Tiger Perez passes away 

Sale of Univision finalized 

A lot of mud flying between UFC and Pride 

“Brian Pillman: Loose Cannon’’ DVD released; a look at his career 
Continuation of Angle saga; UFC pulls out of having interest 
CMLL 73rd anniversary show 9/29 card coverage 
A lot of concern regarding Antonio Pena 
Manabu Nakanishi & Takao Omori win IWGP tag team titles 
Phil Baroni vs. Frank Shamrock match confirmed for Strikeforce 
WWE fires Justin Credible and Marty Jannetty 

Police constable nearly goes through kidney failure after WWE tryout in Canada 

Antonio Pena passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE 3-hour Raw 10/9 special coverage 

UFC Fight Night 7: Ortiz vs. Shamrock, The Final Chapter 10/10 card coverage 
WWE No Mercy 10/8 card coverage 
Hero’s 10/9 card coverage 

Neilson to start measuring college dorms for ratings starting 1/29 

Just when you thought things couldn’t get sleazier, IWA runs brutal angle 

“Crybaby” Dale Edwards passes away 

WWE sends nasty legal letter to Kurt Angle with a series of demands 

Another potential player in the MMA game 

Highlights of Vince McMahon interview on WWE Byte This 
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2006 

Oct. 23 (12) 


Oct. 25 (12) 


Oct. 30 (18) 


Nov. 6 (18) 


Nov. 13 (12) 


Nov. 15 (12) 


A week of important numbers in wrestling and MMA 
John Cena movie: “The Marine” opens 

UFC 64: Unstoppable 10/4 card coverage; Anderson Silva wins Middleweight title 
A look at the IFL 

National Council of Police critical of Puerto Rico for honoring Jose Gonzalez 
Jumping Joey Maggs passes away 

WWE releases Psicosis, Francine, and Brent Albright; Jimmy Garvin resigns 

Antonio Pena career retrospect including some of his biggest cards, as well as a history of 
Triplemania 

Kurt Angle media conference and highlights of appearance on Bubba the Love Sponge 
WWE files lawsuit vs. Jakks Pacific 

First NYE match announced in what will be the biggest weekend in MMA history 

Pride and TNA shows likely to be two of the most important shows of the year 

Pride 32: The Real Deal 10/21 card coverage; Pride’s U.S. debut 

TNA Bound for Glory 10/22 card coverage; Sting wins NWA title 

William Boo, one of the most famous referees in history, passes away 

Nevada State Athletic Commission bans Tito Ortiz vs. Dana White boxing match 

Bob Sapp meets with Vince McMahon and John Laurinaitis 

Big Show’s contract up in February; a look at the possibilities 

WWE hires Tully Blanchard 

Hoax of the week: death of Corporal Kirchner gains lots of attention 

Highlights of the debate between Ric Flair and Chris Kanyon on Howard Stern show 

Decision made that ECW house shows will cease after November 
Naomichi Marufuji vs. KENT A headlines Budokan Hall for GHC title 
Kim II (Kintaro Oki) passes away (career retrospect) 

Vitor Belfort and Pauel Nastula test positive for steroids after Las Vegas show 
Scene at the end of Pride with Mark Coleman reminiscent of Mick Foley scene 
Arturo Rivera, AAA’s long-time announcer, shows up at CMLL show 
Tracy Smothers facing criminal charges on threats to his girlfriend 
Tervor Berbick murdered; a look at his match with Nobuhiko Takada 
UFC passes WWE as leading PPV entity in Canada 

WWE releases Ted DiBiase and Tim Horner as agents, Tully Blanchard quits 
Sputnick Monroe passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE Cyber Sunday 11/5 card coverage; Roddy Piper & Ric Flair win WWE tag team titles 

ROH 9/16 Manhattan Center more detailed card coverage 

Pride Bushido 13 11/5 card coverage; Kazuo Misaki wins tournament 

Stephan Bonnar suspended for 9 months for steroid test 

“Controversy Creates Cash” book review/History of WCW (Part 1) 

Huracan Ramirez passes away 
Weekly Pro Wrestling awards 
More Kintaro Oki notes 
CNNMoney.com runs huge story on UFC 
Legality of MMA being contested in Louisiana 
Jim Ros’ contract could be expiring 
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2006 

Nov. 20 (18) 


Nov. 27 (18) 


Dec. 4 (12) 


Dec. 6 (12) 


Dec. 11 (18) 


Dec. 18 (18) 


WrestleMania 23 all-time record setter for largest gate in North America 
Rumble World Entertainment signs 2-year contract with Showtime 
WCW history (Part II) 

Ultimate Fighter 4 finale 11/11 card coverage; Travis Lutter and Matt Serra win 

Wrestling Society X holds TV tapings 

Tiger Conway Sr. passes away 

Highlights of Kurt Angle on Bubba the Love Sponge 

Smackdown turnaround and Michael Hayes as head writer go hand-in-hand 

Latest version of the most important week in TNA history is over 
TNA Genesis 11/19 card coverage 

UFC 65; Bad Intentions 11/18 card coverage; Georges St. Pierre wins title 
WCW history (Part III) 

UFC fires David Loiseau; sends message to overly cautious fighters 

California suspends Brian Ebersole for alleged fixed fight 

More extensive drug tests in California in 2007 

Roddy Piper undergoes disc surgery 

WWE has meeting with officials from Pride 

WWE signs Monty Brown 

Roddy Piper diagnosed with Lymphoma 

WWE Survivor Series 11/26 card coverage; Batista wins World Heavyweight title from King 
Booker 

AAA negotiating with original Gronda and Latin Lover 
Mid South Coliseum may be closed by the end of the year 
Christopher Daniels & Matt Sydal win ROH tag team titles 
UFC about to purchase World Extreme Cagefighting 
Jim Riss signs only 1 year contract extension 
Sabu in the WWE doghouse 

WWE programming in Indonesia in jeopardy after death of 9 year old boy 

DSE has talked with various groups about selling Pride 
WCW history (Part IV) 

IFL goes public and announces 2007 schedule 

WWE situation explodes, Laitivi TV cancels all programming 

More notes on Sputnick Monroe 

UFC debuts “Inside the UFC” show on Spike TV 

Vince sends Paul Heyman home; ECW begins its disintegration 
December to Dismember 12/3 card coverage; Bobby Lashley wins ECW title 
WWE 3rd quarter investor’s conference 

First season of Bodog Fighting in the books; a look at their future 
Semmy Schilt wins K-l World Grand Prix tournament 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan & Satoshi Kojima win AJPW Real World Tag League 
AJPW Real World Tag League history 

Review of 60 Minutes UFC piece 
Tokyo Sports awards 

Assets of World Fighting Alliance sold to Zuffa 

TNA Turning Point 12/10 card coverage 

Mitsuharu Misawa wins GHC title form Naomichi Marufuji 

Frank Shamrock hyping Phil Baroni Strikeforce fight on the internet 

Strikeforce 12/8 card coverage 

Fedor Emelianenko and Mirko Cro Cop both pull out of Pride NYE show 
Battle over whether MMA will be allowed in Louisiana continues 
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2006 

Dec. 25 (12) 


Dec. 27 (12) 


WWE Armageddon 12/17 card coverage 

Elite Xtreme Combat signs 3-year contract with Showtime 

EXC announces Frank Shamrock vs. Renzo Grade; controversy begins 

CMLL Sin Piedad 12/15 card coverage 

Spike TV offers TNA a 2 hour show 

Mirko Cro Cop undecided on where he is going next 

2006 biggest events and top drawing cards and an analysis of the numbers 
Don “The Spoiler” Jardine passes away (career retrospect) 

Tijuana has third sellout in past few weeks 

Negative morale in TNA as company no longer pays for hotel or car rentals 
Brad Armstrong on ECW as announce in case Tazz doesn’t re-sign 
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Lead Story and others of interest 


2007 

Jan. 1 (12) 


Jan. 8 (16) 


Jan. 15(18) 


Jan. 22 (26) 


Jan. 29 (18) 


In-ring career of Konnan may be over due to kidney problems 
Could be the biggest weekend in MMA history, a look at the 4 cards 
ROH 12/23 card coverage; Homicide ends Bryan Danielson’s 15-month reign 
Nikkan Sports Japanese wrestling awards 

Several within WWE feel Heyman/McMahon blow-up was inevitable 

Perro Aguayo Jr., Negro Casas and Black Warrior suspended for one year 

Yoshihiro Inoue passes away 

Randy Couture has the itch again 

Nobuyuki Sakakibara admits Pride is in crisis situation 

WWE putting finishing touches on getting back into mainstream America 

A look at the biggest weekend in MMA history 

UFC signs Mirko Cro Cop 

UFC 66: Liddell vs. Ortiz 2 12/30 card coverage 

K-l Dynamite! 12/31 card coverage 

Pride 12/31 card coverage 

HHH suffers torn tendon; changes all future plans 

Official numbers in; UFC 66 blows away every North American record 

Dave runs down the 2006 Lou Thesz/Ric Flair award candidates 

K-l Dynamite! more detailed card coverage 

WWE New Years Revolution 1/7 card coverage 

NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

Cowboy Lang passes away 

Thomas Hauser and Larry Merchant claim HBO has deal with UFC 
Randy Couture to come out of retirement; a look at possible match-ups 
Pride announces it has come to terms with Fedor Emelianenko 
New Jersey to implement allowing instant reply to appeal a referee’s decision 

2006 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 

Mistico the first Luchador to win Lou Thesz/Ric Flair award 

IFL announces television deal with MyNetwork TV 

TNA Final Resolution 1/14 card coverage; Chrisitan Cage wins NWA title 

K-l overturning the result of 12/31 Kazushi Sakuraba vs. Yoshihiro Akayama fight 

Vince McMahon doesn’t have a happy week 

Dave looks at possible WWE Hall of Fame candidates 

CMLL signs deal with The Warner Channel for cartoon 

“Armed and Famous’’ involving Trish Stratus debuts 

Randy Couture signs 4-fight deal, starting with title fight vs. Tim Sylvia 

UFC and THQ sign 5-year video game deal 

Bam Bam Bigelow passes away; quick career retrospect 

UFC 66 officially the biggest non-boxing PPV in North American history 

Wrestler of the Year by region and analysis 

Yoshihiro Akiyama indefinitely suspended by K-l after NYE show 

WWE fires 19 wrestlers including Bill DeMott, Tatanka and C.W. Anderson 

Wrestling Society X debuts on MTV 1/26 

Dick Slater taken to jail 

ROH announces dates in Japan 

Morale situation in TNA has gotten worse 

Versus Network announces deal with WEC 

A look at the IFL/MyNetwork TV deal 
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2007 

Feb.5 (18) 


Feb. 12 (12) 


Feb. 14 (12) 


Feb. 19 (18) 


Feb. 26 (18) 


WWE Royal Rumble 1/28 card coverage 

Doug Gentry passes away; quick career retrospect 

Ultimate Fight Night 8 1/25 card coverage; debut of Heath Herring 

Kid Yamamoto’s first amateur meet in 7 years ends up in hospitalization 

Wrestling Society X 1/26 MTV card coverage 

AAA planning to bring back big names for 3/18 Rey de Reyes show 

Samoa Joe finishing up in ROH 

RVD gives notice 

UFC 67: All or Nothing 2/2 card coverage; debuts of Mirko Cro Cop and Quinton Jackson 
Numerous high-level meetings that could greatly change the face of MMA 
Kotaro Suzuki & Ricky Marvin win GHC Jr. tag team titles from Briscoe Brothers 
TNA sends memo of fine of one PPV payoff for any unauthorized interviews 
WWE trying to reach deals with Shocker, Mistico and Perro Aguayo Jr. 

More on RVD situation 

Jim Ross and Gerald Brisco complaining about lack of quality athletes 
Bam Bam Bigelow obituary issue 

Last minute out-of-court settlement saves Frank Shamrock/Renzo Grade fight 
Nicho debuts for AAA 

Olympic athletes expected to be tested for HGH for first time ever 

Jake Roberts has problems with FIP promotion in Florida 

Ron Killings to undergo knee surgery, Jarrett says TNA will take care of him 

Showtime announces investment in ProElite, Inc. (EXC) 

California planning to expand drug testing 

Vince McMahon beside himself after seeing recent PPV numbers 

WrestleMania Vince McMahon vs. Donald Trump main event to be hair vs. hair 

A look at why Hulk Hogan will not be on the card 

Elite XC Destiny Showtime 2/10 card coverage 

James C. Melby passes away; quick career retrospect 

WWE latest earnings report and analysis 

TNA Against All Odds 2/11 card coverage 

Bob Luce passes away 

Bodog announces Fedor Emelianenko vs. Matt Lindland in Russia 

Mike Awesome passes away; quick career retrospect 
Most of the key matches for WrestleMania finalized 

WWE No Way Out 2/18 card coverage; Chavo Guerrero wins WWE Cruiserweight title 
A breakdown of last week’s WWE investor’s conference 

WCW Nitro vs. TNA Impact 2/15 head-to-head turns out disastrous for TNA; a look why 
Takeshi Morishima wins ROH title from Homicide 2/17 
Kurt Angle debuts for NJPW 

Police issue warrant for Taisaku Maeda, president of Nippon Sports 
Cartoon Network makes official announcement of “Santo” 

Chris Jericho hinting at a return 

A million questions being asked about the future of Wrestling Society X 
CMLL issues threats if Mistico tries out for WWE 
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2007 

March 5 (12) 


March 12 (12) 


March 14(18) 


March 19 (18) 


March 26 (18) 


April 2(12) 


April 4 (12) 


WWE talks about expanding the brand overseas in Financial Week 

Pride: Second Coming 2/24 card coverage; Dan Henderson KO’s Wanderlei Silva 

WWE house show trends over the years 

TNA drops Eric Young, Elix Skipper and A-l 

NBC cancels 3/10 Saturday Night’s Main Event 

Highlights of Hulk Hogan on Bubba the Love Sponge 

Mike Awesome obituary issue 

WWE Smackdown and ECW 2/27 card coverage; Mistico has tryout matches 

CMLL contacts El Hijo del Santo and Blue Demon Jr. to return 

Rulan Gardner looks death in the face again 

Irish McNeill’s Boys Club in Shreveport burns to the ground 

Pacman Jones involved in nightclub shooting that injures former wrestler 

UFC 68: The Uprising 3/3 card coverage; Randy Couture wins Heavyweight title 

Bad News Allen passes away; quick career retrospect 

Kurt Angle on list of sports stars in steroid and HGH sting operation 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/4 Budokan Hall card coverage 

Ray “Thunder” Stern passes away 

Tijuana Box y Lucha commission considering a minimum wage ordinance 
Still teasing idea of Jerry Lawler vs. Hulk Hogan match in Memphis 
Naruki Doi & Shingo win ROH tag team titles from Briscoes 

Ernie Ladd passes away (career retrospect) 

Black Shadow passes away (career retrospect) 

TNA Destination X 3/11 card coverage 
IFL given golden opportunity on network TV 
Hero’s 3/12 card coverage 

Simon Inoki expected to leave NJPW to join Antonio’s new company 
Coca Cola Blue Demon Full Throttle energy drink released 
WWE Mistico update 

Sports Illustrated website runs story on steroid use among pro athletes 

Change in how WWE does PPV released 

“Golden Boy” Arnold Skaaland passes away (career retrospect) 

Ultimate Fighter 5 preview 

Elite XC, K-l and Hero’s to announce mind boggling endeavor 
Angel Azteca passes away 

Huge rift developed between Paco Alonso and El Hijo del Santo 
Antonio Inoki claims he is going to raid NJPW talent 
NWA calls TNA on contract breach; titles to be renamed 
Pride pulls out of negotiations to sell to EXC 

UFC purchases Pride 

WrestleMania 23 has already set one record and likely to set two more 

Tito Ortiz vs. Dana White boxing match secret pact turns into a bad idea 

Nicho quits AAA 

NOAH announces deal with TNA 

Highlights of Jim Ros talk at MIT 

Bad News Allen obituary issue 

UFC files suit vs. Showtime Networks and Pro Elite, Inc. 

Abe Coleman passes away 

Edge and Shane Helms respond to Sports Illustrated web site article 
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2007 

April 9 (18) 


April 16 (18) 


April 23 (18) 


April 30(12) 


May 1 (12) 


WrestleMania 23 4/1 card coverage; Vince McMahon loses hair 
Wrestling with all-time records 

More questions than answers in Pride purchase by UFC 

WWE Hall of Fame highlights 

Keiji Muto wins AJPW Champion Carnival 

CMLL El Homenaje a Dos Leyendas 3/30 card coverage 

IFL quarterly report 

Highlights of Paco Alanso interview in Luchas 2000 
Takao Omori wins AWA title from Steve Corino 
Memphis wrestling announces Jerry Lawler vs. Hulk Hogan for 4/27 
More on Tito Ortiz vs. Dana White boxing match 

Stephanie McMahon’s title changed to Executive Vice President of Creative 
Carlito has nuclear heat backstage 

A look at the evolution of MMA in Japan 

Pride: Kamikaze 4/8 card coverage; a funeral or a resurrection? 

UFC 69: Shootout 4/7 card coverage; Matt Serra wins Welterweight title from GSP 
Ultimate Fight Night 9 4/5 card coverage 
Chris Kanyon announces his retirement 

Jerry Lawler vs. Hulk Hogan match moved to bigger Fed Ex Forum 
Disco Inferno (Glen Gilberti) one of 27 people arrested in Atlanta raid 
Nick Diaz suspended; match with Takanori Gomi decision changed to NC 

Hogan/McMahon Love/hate relationship catches Memphis promotion in crossfire 

Highlights of Dana White press conference in England 

TNA Lockdown 4/15 card coverage; Team 3-D wins NWA tag team titles 

Bodog Fight 4/14 St. Petersburg, Russia card coverage 

Mistico wins CMLL middleweight title from Mephisto 

Yuji Nagata wins IWGP title from Hiroshi Tanahashi 4/13 

Dynamite D passes away 

WWE European tour a box office disappointment 

UFC 70: Nations Collide 4/21 card coverage; Gabriel Gonzaga KO’s Mirko Cro Cop 
WWE closes down Deep South Wrestling developmental territory 
K-l attempting to put together a Grade vs. Sakuraba fight 
TNA suspends Austin Starr for 90 days 

Movement going on to change UFC rules to allow knees to the head 

Orton sent home from European tour after trashing hotel room 

Kurt Schneider, WWE Executive Vince President of Marketing, gives notice 

“Ric Flair & the Four Horsemen” DVD review; history of The Four Horsemen (Part I) 

Alliance of promoters for 6/2 show in Los Angeles having issues 

WWE 2006 roster directory 

IWA in Puerto Rico crumbling 

Naoki Sugabayashi named new president of NJPW 

With a week left. Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Wight Memphis match not looking good 

Coco Samoa passes away 

RVD turns down WWE final offer 
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2007 

May 7 (20) 


May 14 (16) 


May 21 (12) 


May 23 (12) 


May 28 (18) 


Undertaker tears right becep, planned long-term reign as WWE champion in danger 

June wrestling and MMA major shows on insane schedule 

WWE Backlash 4/29 card coverage; Vince McMahon wins ECW title 

Lots of second guessing as “The Condemned” gets destroyed in reviews 

Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Wight 4/27 Memphis card coverage 

History of The Four Horsemen (Part II) 

Mistoco wins NWA middleweight title; his forth simultaneous title 
Cauliflower Alley club banquet highlights 

Lots of changes in ROH as Cabana, Daniels, Shingo, Danger and Evans finish up 
WWE files suit vs. Dale Gagner over usage of AWA name 
WWE rushing things together for a training center in Tampa 

Smackdown world title curse 

WrestleMania 23 the biggest PPV event in pro wrestling history 

ROH announces PPV shows, TNA pulls all talent 

WWE first quarter financial report 

Mistico suffers shoulder injury, may be out 6-8 months 

Mephisto Lephanto dies in Puerto Rican ring 

Sonny Myers passes away; quick career retrospect 

Jeremy Williams of IFL found dead 

Abu Dhabi world submission championship highlights 

ROH 5/12 Manhattan Center card coverage 

5/7 Raw completely overhauled at last-minute changing of long-term plans 

Vince McMahon had a lot to say at 5/11 stockholders meeting 

Official documents breaking up five-year relationship of NWA and TNA signed 

TNA Sacrifice 5/13 card coverage 

Reactions to Michaels pinning Edge on 5/14 Raw huge 

UFC/Pride deal still not finalized 

Stephanie McMahon officially named Executive VP of Talent and Creative 
WWE releases Sabu, Too Cold Scorpio, Vito, Rob Conway and Henry Godwin 

De la Hoya vs. Mayweather sets new standard in fight hype; what can be learned 

IFL first quarterly report 

Sonny Myers career retrospect 

History of The Four Horsemen (Part III) 

Talks continue for Hulk Hogan to appear at AAA Triplemania 

More injuries cause full scale switches in plans for WWE 

WWE Judgement Day 5/20 card coverage; MVP wins U.S. title from Chris Benoit 
History of The Four Horsemen (Part IV) 

Perro Aguayo Jr. suffers knee injury in CMLL 

UFC gets Sports Illustrated cover story 

Things in turmoil for K-l 6/2 show in California 

WWE releases Ariel, Scotty 2 Hotty, Angel Williams and Nick Mitchell 
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2007 

June 4(18) 


June 11 (12) 


June 13 (12) 


June 18 (18) 


June 25 (18) 


July 3 (12) 


UFC 71 5/26 card coverage; Quinton Jackson wins light heavyweight title from Chuck 
Liddell 

WWE future booking going through another push of the “reset” button 

WWE tapes 6/2 Saturday Night’s Main Event 5/28 in Toronto 

Lots of questions and few answers after UFC finalizes Pride deal 

Jill Jarrett passes away 

A look at Hall of Fame candidates 

Highlights of Dana White press conference 

Latest sign of Stephanie and HHH running the company 

John Cena and Ron Killings have incident at Charlotte Airport 

WWE building feud vs. Jackass due to pressure from USA Network 
First weekend of craziest month in MMA history now over 
K-l Dynamite/Elite XC 6/2 card coverage; Brock Lesnar makes MMA debut 
WWE One Night Stand 6/3 card coverage; Bobby Lashley wins ECW title 
Antonio Inoki announces Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle for IWGP title 
Scott Steiner has emergency throat surgery in Puerto Rico after match 
UFC loan information from Standard & Poor’s report 

AAA announces line-up for 7/15 TripleMania XV; The New Era 
WWE Backlash PPV numbers very disappointing 

Final numbers for 5/26 UFC make it second-biggest event in North American MMA 

K-l numbers explained in detail 

Sandy Barr passes away (career retrospect) 

WWE Saturday Night’s Main Event 6/2 card coverage 
World Extreme Cagefighting 6/3 card coverage 
Hustle signs baseball legend Warren Cromartie 

Scientific Wrestling to promote first catch wrestling in U.S. in 100 years 

Vince McMahon gets blown up in limo explosion at the end of Raw 
WWE draft; a look at the line-up changes 
Detailed report of the 6/11 Raw 

A look ahead to the 6/22 Elite XC/Strikeforce Frank Shamrock vs. Phil Baroni fight 
Ultimate Fight Night 10 6/12 card coverage 

Perro Aguayo Jr.’s team wins on Mexican reality show “El Cinco de Magnificos” 

K-l founder Kazuyoshi Ishii sent to jail 

Sherri Martel passes away; quick career retrospect 
Royce Grade tests positive after Sakuraba fight 

Vince McMahon changing mind every 5 minutes on “McMahon is Dead” angle 

UFC 72: Victory 6/16 card coverage 

WWE continues draft; a look at the line-up changes 

TNA Slammiversary 6/17 card coverage; Kurt Angle wins TNA title 

Time frame “never” is usually around a year; Bob Sapp returns to K-l 

Milano Collection A.T. captures 18th Best of the Super Juniors 

Hustle Aid 6/17 card coverage 

Konnan and Ron Killings quit TNA 

Jerry Lawler throws shoot punches at Sal Corrente at Memphis show 

Chris Benoit kills wife Nancy, his son Daniel and himself 
Ultimate Fighter 5 Finale 6/23 card coverage 
Beef Wellington passes away; quick career retrospect 
UFC/HBO deal looks to be in danger 

“McMahon is Dead” angle dropped; CNBC questions WWE irresponsibility 
Assault charges filed against Jerry Lawler by Sal Corrente 
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2007 

July 5 (12) 


July 10 (18) 


July 19 (18) 


July 23 (12) 


July 25 (12) 


July 30(18) 


Chris Benoit updates 

WWE Vengeance 6/24 card coverage; Johnny Nitro wins ECW title 

Atsushi Onita announces he is temporarily leaving politics 

Humberto Reynoso (Caballero Rojo) passes away in Argentina 

Princess Tona Tomah passes away 

K-l 6/23 Amsterdam, Holland card coverage 

Highlights of Earl Hebner interview in Charleston Post-Courier 

Chris Benoit double murder-suicide takes numerous twists 

Inoki Genome Federation 6/29 card coverage; Kurt Angle wins IWGP title 

AAA announces complete TripleMania line-up 

Elite XC/Strikeforce 6/22 card coverage; lots to be learned from the show 
Paul “Big Show” Wight planning to become a pro boxer 
Steve Keirn’s new Florida Championship Wrestling debuts 

Vince McMahon not to blame for Chris Benoit murder-suicide 
A look at under-50 wrestlers who have passed away since 1997 
Highlights of post-Benoit related news of the past week 
UFC 73: Stacked 6/23 card coverage; debut of Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira 
ROH 7/1 PPV debut card coverage 

Mexico City once again the wrestling capital of the world this week 

Chris Benoit toxicology reports provide nothing close to answers 
WWE attempt to fire back in the media turns out to be terrible idea 
Spike TV and UFC close to finalizing multi-year exclusivity deal 
Edge suffers torn pectoral; Smackdown title curse continues 
AAA TripleMania 15 7/15 card coverage 

TNA Victory Road 7/15 card coverage; Samoa Joe wins TNA tag team titles 
WWC 34th anniversary 7/13 San Juan card coverage 
Full Contact Wrestling 7/14 card coverage 

Chris Benoit case left with slew of questions likely forever to go unanswered 
WWE looking at scheduling and drug testing issues 
Tons of media and other notes about the case 
John Kronus passes away (career retrospect) 

K-l/Hero’s 7/16 Yokohama card coverage 
Devil Bhudakhan passes away 
George Tragos/Lou Thesz Hall of Fame inductees 
ROH tours Japan 

War of words has taken center stage in MMA regarding steroid test failures 

WWE Great American Bash 7/22 card coverage 

Linear history of MMA championships 

Konnan undergoes kidney transplant 

Scott Hall wins Puerto Rican Universal title 

A comparison of early deaths in other sports vs. wrestling 

Updates/corrections on deaths from 7/19 issue 

Ronnie Gossett and Lita Marez pass away 

Ted DiBiase Jr. signs WWE developmental deal 
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2007 

Aug. 6(18) 


Aug. 13 (12) 


Aug. 15 (12) 


Aug. 20(18) 


Aug. 27 (18) 


Sept. 3 (12) 


Karl Gotch passes away; quick career retrospect 

Congress looking into pro wrestling, plus copy of letter sent to Vince McMahon 
TNA close to signing Adam “Pacman” Jones 
Line-up for SummerSlam up in the air 
Tor Kamata passes away (career retrospect) 

UFC gives Fedor Emelianenko most lucrative money offer, but still not signed 
Edge injury worse than feared 

Congress requests all WWE drug testing records 
WWE shareholders meeting report 
TNA gets media coverage with signing of Pacman Jones 
B.J. Penn pleads guilty to third-degree assault 

Craziest K-l tournament perhaps ever took place on 8/4 in Hong Kong 
Judge throws out Jerry Lawler assault charge 

Copy of second letter from congress to Vince McMahon 
Karl Gotch obituary issue 
Ion to cancel Bodog show 

Mr. McMahon illegitimate son angle continues 

Brian Adams passes away; quick career retrospect 

Congress sends letters to TNA and NWA in regards to drug policies 

TNA Hard Justice 8/12 card coverage; a week of frustration 

Nasty fight expected over the Chris Benoit estate 

WWE SNME 8/18 (taped 8/13) card coverage 

Hiroshi Tanahashi wins NJPW G-l Climax 

Bronko Lubich and Scotty Williams pass away 

MVP diagnosed with Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome 

Interesting crossroads as WWE and UFC have big events one day apart 

WWE sends congress drug testing records on deadline 

Many media stories on drug issue highlighted 

Dewey “Missing Link" Robertson passes away (career retrospect) 

IFL completes new round of financing, announces fighter seeding 
Elite Xtreme Combat is now where the IFL was months ago 
Konnan released from hospital 

Kurt Angle trying to broker deal between TNA and Brock Lesnar 
TNA drops Jerry Lynn, Matt Bentley, Brother Runt and Doug Basham 
Wanderlei Silva signs with UFC 
Kevin Randleman arrested 

WWE SummerSlam 8/26 card coverage 
UFC 74: Respect 8/25 card coverage 
Jerry McDevitt writes second letter to congress 
More media stories on drug issues highlighted 
Dana White lashes out at media on steroid issue 
IFL loses Monday night prime time slot 
More details on Kevin Randleman arrest 
Nick Bollea in serious auto accident 
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2007 

Sept. 5 (12) 


Sept. 10 (18) 


Sept. 17 (18) 


Sept. 24 (12) 


Sept. 26 (12) 


Oct. 1 (18) 


Investigation reveals numerous wrestlers receiving internet steroids 
Dana White all but outright says there would be no new era of Pride 
Ultimate Fighter 6 preview 
Frank Butcher passes away 

Kensuke Sasaki wins AJPW Triple Crown from Minoru Suzuki 
Brian Danielson suffers serious eye injury 

Crazy week as WWE suspends 10, fires 4, 2 major stars quit 

Karloff Lagarde passes away; quick career retrospect 

Cima of Dragon Gate wins Pro Wrestling Guerilla’s Battle of Los Angeles 

Jim Barnett major subject of new football book “The Thin Thirty’’ 

Adam Pearce wins NWA title over Brent Albright in tournament final 
Nick Bollea car accident aftermath 

Latest developments in the Chris Benoit case 

UFC 75; Champion vs. Champion 9/8 card coverage; Quinton Jackson beats Dan Henderson 

TNA and Spike TV announce two-year deal, make two-hour time slot official 

TNA No Surrender 9/9 card coverage; Pacman Jones & Ron Killings win TNA tag team titles 

Death of Sherri Martel ruled as accidental overdose 

Enrique Torres passes away; quick career retrospect 

Pro Wrestling NOAH announces debut of Samoa Joe 

Inoki Genome Federation 9/8 card coverage 

Revelation that Chris Benoit had brain damage from concussions 

WWE sends letter to all past and current talent offering rehab 

HBO Real Sports does piece on wrestler deaths 

WWE Unforgiven 9/16 card coverage 

Mark Cuban makes announcement of his move into MMA 

Victoria furious people noted no women came up in Signature Pharmacy case 

ESPN.com has lengthy interview with Lex Luger 

Many highlights of media coverage of Signature Pharmacy case 

UFC financial update from Standard & Poor report 

AAA Verano de Escandalo 9/16 card ocverage; Mesias wins title over Chessman 

ROH Driven 9/15 card coverage 

Hero’s 9/17 card coverage 

Elite XC Uprising 9/15 card coverage 

Big John Radocaj murdered 

Lots of conjecture regarding careers of Ric Flair and Shawn Michaels 

UFC 76; Knockout 9/22 card coverage; Keith Jardine upsets Chuck Liddell 

Clear the WWE has abandoned traditional wrestling approach to storylines 

Operation Raw Deal has DEA arresting 124 and seizures at 26 labs 

TNA tapes first set of two-hour shows 

Ultimate Fight Night 11 9/19 card coverage 

Karloff Lagarde career retrospect 

Billy Darnell passes away; quick career retrospect 
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Lead Story and others of interest 


2007 

Oct. 8(18) 


Oct. 15 (24) 


Oct. 23 (12) 


Oct. 24 (12) 


Oct. 29 (18) 


John Cena suffers complete pectoral tear; title to be vacated 
WWE announces major move to strengthen brand overseas 
The Rock scores eights consecutive #1 weekend opening with “The Game Plan” 

Hall of Fame candidates preview 

CMLL 74th anniversary show 9/28 card coverage 

Brian Adams death officially ruled accidental drug overdose 

World Boxing Council applies for license to promote wrestling in Mexico 

Behind the scenes conflict between Jeff Jarrett and Kurt Angle 

Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame issue; inductees include: 

-The Rock 

-Evan “Strangler” Lewis 
-Tom Packs 

Multi-Channel news reports negotiations between HBO and UFC done 

WWE No Mercy 10/7 card coverage; Randy Orton loses and wins WWE title vs. HHH 

Legal trouble for Blue Demon Jr. vs. family over name 

Kurt Angle arrested for DUI 

Nigel McGuiness wins ROH title 10/16 from Takeshi Morishima 
Tadao Yasuda attempts suicide 

NJPW announces TNA interpromotional theme for 1/4 Tokyo Dome show 

Sean “Shocker” Evans passes away 

Pride Japanese office closes, all employees let go 

Future of ECW in question 
Randy Couture quits UFC 
TNA Bound for Glory 10/14 card coverage 
-Sting wins TNA title 

-A.J. Styles & Tomko win TNA tag team titles 
Two different MMA promotions come up with identical gimmick 
Letter from The Rock regarding the Hall of Fame issue 
John Graziano on life support from Nick Bollea car accident 
King Booker and Sharmell officially gone from WWE 
Teddy Hart and Daivari released by WWE 

Randy Couture update 

Japan, the centerpiece of martial arts for 15 years, in the midst of a major fall 

Lots of talk of legality of hormone replacement therapy 

New promotion in Japna MMA, WVR (World Vicotory Road) 

Rey Burbano passes away 

Bret Hart book released 

Xyience receives funding to stay afloat 

Sci-Fi Network agrees to renew ECW 

Three-day wrestling/MMA convention at Cow Palace a big cluster f**k 

UFC 77: Hostile Territory 10/20 card coverage 

M-l Global announces signing of Fedor Emelianenko 

Brock Lesnar signs with UFC 

New court papers filed against Dr. Phil Astin III 

Elton Stanton passes away 
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2007 

Nov. 6(18) 


Nov. 12 (12) 


Nov. 14 (12) 


Nov. 19 (18) 


Nov. 26 (18) 


WWE Cyber Sunday 10/28 card coverage 

UFC announces three-year extension with Spike TV 

Highlights of Randy Couture press conference 

Highlights of Kurt Angle interview on JerryPark.com 

All-time PPV record more impressive than thought 

Masato Tanaka wins AWA title from Takao Omori 

More on the San Francisco (Cow Palace) wrestling convention 

More on Booker leaving WWE 

Din Thomas arrested for hosting illegal cage fights 

Fabulous Moolah passes away (obituary issue) 

Surprisingly, WrestleMania doesn’t sell out on first day of ticket sales 
TV Tokyo reaches deal with Hustle for NYE show 
Brock Lesnar’s UFC debut confirmed vs. Frank Mir for 2/2 
Results of recent published East German study on steroid users 

Actions in MMA and WWE on performance-enhancing drugs make things uneasy 

WWE third quarter investor’s conference highlights 

Mitsuahru Misawa’s ROH weekend a major success 

Ric Flair announces he will be returning to WWE 

Tomko & Giant Bernard (A-Train) win NJPW G-l Climax 

Nick Bollea arrested and charged as an adult 

More on Din Thomas arrest 

Coverage of CNN “Death Grip: Inside Pro Wrestling” 

10th anniversary of the “Montreal Screwjob”; a look back 
TNA Genesis 11/11 card coverage 
Showtime’s MMA 11/10 card coverage 
NJPW Sumo Hall PPV 11/11 card coverage 
Lout Thesz/George Tragos Hall of Fame inductees 
Los Angeles Times reports CBS in talks with UFC 
Sam Vasquez clinging to life after MMA fight in Houston 
Chris Masters released by WWE, Carlito gives notice 

When looking at things a year ago, shows how much things change 

Appears hearings on performance-enhancing drugs will be held 

CBS and NBC talking of getting into MMA 

WWE Survivor Series 11/18 card coverage; Edge returns 

UFC 78: Validation 11/17 card coverage 

NJPW announces 1/4 Tokyo Dome line-up 

Ric Flair to return to WWE in Charlotte 

WWE sends media release on expanding Florida promotion 

More on Fabulous Moolah 

Larry Hazzard fired as head of New Jersey Athletic Commission 
Georgia proposing changes to wrestling regulations 
El Gran Markus passes away 
Raw is Jericho! 
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2007 

Dec. 3 (18) 


Dec. 10 (12) 


Dec. 12 (12) 


Dec. 17 (18) 


Dec. 24 (18) 


Linda Bollea files for divorce 

Matt Serra hurt in training; Matt Hughes fight is off, GSP steps up 
A look at UFC PPV numbers 

ROH Man Up 11/30 PPV (taped 9/15) card coverage; best PPV of all time? 

Former Pride staff adds NYE show in Japan 

Letter from NWA director Bob Trobich to Congress 

“Angel of Death’’ Dave Sheldon passes away 

Hard Body Harrison convicted of numerous charges 

Booker has TNA press conference 

Kenta Kobashi returns to the ring; 12/2 Budokan Hall card coverage 

Hulk Hogan to return to WWE 

Sam Vasquez becomes first U.S. MMA death 

TNA Turning Point 12/2 card coverage 

New documents on Nick Bollea auto accident 

AAA Guerra de Titanes 11/30 card coverage; Cibernetico hospitalized 
“American Glaidiators” hosted by Hulk Hogan, set to debut in January 

Highlights of Thomas Hauser story on boxing and UFC 

“Big” John McCarthy leaving UFC 

Pro Elite releases quarterly business update 

California State Athletic Commission expanding its testing procedures 
Mistico and Averno become the modern-day Iron Sheik and Jim Duggan 
More notes on history of women’s wrestling 

Sean Sherk says he will never fight again in California after his suspension is up 

15th anniversary of Raw 12/10 coverage; Hulk Hogan returns 
WWE and NBC Universal lengthen their agreement to the end of 2010 
2007 Tokyo Sports awards 

Ultimate Fighter 6 Finale 12/8 card coverage; Mac Danzig wins 
K-l Grand Prix 12/8 card coverage; Semmy Schilt wins 3rd in a row 
Joe Doering & Keiji Muto win AJPW Real World Tag League 
Debut of new promotion, NELL, in Mexico 12/8 card coverage 
Sting and TNA agree to new deal 
Carlito talked into staying 

WWE Armageddon 12/16 card ocvearge; Edge wins World Heavyweight title 

Ryan Grade found dead in his prison cell 

Lawsuit by Michael Benoit expected to be filed vs. WWE 

Recent unique head-to-head match-ups make lots evident 

List of Real World Tag League winners 

WEC 12/12 card coverage 

Zero-One Max and AWA split; Tanaka stripped of AWA title 

Weekly Pro Wrestling magazine awards 

Bobby Hennan undergoes serious surgery 

Future of Memphis TV show in question 

More on Dave Sheldon and Moolah stories 

CNBC does one-hour piece on UFC 

Adolfo Moreno passes away in Mexico 
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2007 

Dec. 31 (18) 


Lead Story and others of interest 


2007 Biggest Events and Top Draws 

Ric Flair has final match in Greensboro 12/29, a look at his history in the city 
Preview of Japanese NYE events 
Nikkan Sports awards 

Mayweather Jr. says he has serious MMA thoughts; a history of mixed matches 
Inoki Genome Federation 12/20 card coverage 
More notes on Adolfo Moreno 
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2008 

Jan. 7 (12) 


Jan. 9 (12) 


Jan. 14 (18) 


Jan. 21 (24) 


Jan. 28 (18) 


Historical atmospheres at NYE cards 

UFC 79: Nemesis 12/29 card coverage; GSP wins interim welterweight title 
K-l Dynamite 12/31 card coverage 
Yarennoka 12/31 card coverage; Pride reborn? 

Histle 12/31 card coverage 

Dobie Gillis, Randy Barber pass away 

Los Angeles Times has lengthy story on UFC and financial issues with fighters 

ROH Final Battle 12/29 card ocverage 
Ratings of Japan NYE shows 

Review of “The Triumph and Tragedy of World Class Championship Wrestling’’ DVD 

IFL 12/29 card coverage; Ryan Scultz and Roy Nelson win titles 

Pierroth la Jornada interview highlights 

Super Luchas magazine 2007 awards 

Joe Doering & Keiji Muto win AJPW tag team titles 

Tokyo Sports 10 biggest Japanese wrestling stories of the year 

Highlights of Yahoo! interview with Lorenzo Fertitta 

NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage; Shinsuke Nakamura wins IWGP title 
Kid Yamamoto NYE ratings champion, more notes from Dave on NYE shows 
UFC opens 2008 with more questions when it comes to business 
ROH Undeniable 1/18 PPV card coverage (taped 10/6 and 11/30) 

-Nigel McGuiness wins ROH title from Takeshi Morishima 
TNA Final Resolution 1/6 card ocvearge 
Total matches worked per year of WWE roster 

WWC booker Hector Melendez quits and takes top stars with him...sort of 
IWA Three Kings Day 1/6 card coverage; with repercussions of the above 
Armand Hussein passes away 

2007 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards 

UFC files breach of contract suit vs. Randy Couture 

Kurt Angle ordered to stand trial on charges of driving under the influence 

Cory Maclin, promoter of Memphis Wrestling, files suit vs. WWE and Vince McMahon 

Dana White hints CBS deal is looking good 

MMA fiasco takes place in San Diego on 1/12 

-California State Athletic Commission shuts down show 
Shingo Takagi & BxB Hulk win GHC jr. tag team titles 
Chris Harris leaves TNA 

Awesome Kong wins TNA Knockouts title from Gail Kim 

Larry Hazzard files suit in New Jersey for being fired as head of Athletic Control Board 
Ron Killings signs with WWE 

WWE makes HD TV debut 

UFC 80: Rapid Fire 1/19 card coverage; B.J. Penn wins vacant lightweight title 
Wrestler of the Year by region 

A clever way to build Randy Couture vs. Fedor Emelianenko starts while legal issues begin 

Sports Illustrated piece on HGH ties in pro wrestling 

Zuffa lawyers attempting to get CNBC to do a retraction on UFC piece 

Box Y Lucha 2007 awards 

Xyience files for bankruptcy 

Chavo Guerrero wins ECW title from C.M. Punk 
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2008 

Feb.4(18) 


Feb. 11 (18) 


Feb. 18 (12) 


Feb. 20 (12) 


WWE Royal Rumble 1/27 card coverage; John Cena returns and wins 
TNA looking at major upgrades to TV 

Nevada announces implementation of random off-season steroid tests 
Bobby Lashley leaves WWE; both sides trying to keep reasons why quiet 
Preview of UFC 81; Brock Lesnar vs. Frank Mir 
UFC amateur wrestling champions and accomplishments 
Hulk Hogan divorce petition notes 

Minoru & Prince Devitt win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Taka Michinoku & Dick Togo 

Davey Richards & Rocky Romero win ROH tag team titles in ultimate endurance match 

UFC Ultimate Fight Night 12 1/23 card coverage 

ECW head writer David Lagana fired 

Highlights of recent various Rob Van Dam interviews 

Johnny Devins wins TNA X-Division title 

UFC 81: Breaking Point 2/2 card coverage 
-Brock Lesnar debuts 

-Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira wins interim title 
Lots of MMA rumors of going public with potential huge ramifications 
Paul Heyman resurfaces with a British project with The Sun called the “Heyman Hustle” 
More on David Lagana firing 

Governmetn of Morocco extradites former MMA star Lee Murray back to the U.K. 

Larry Zbyszko announced as the new AWA champion 
More on the Xyience bankruptcy 

WWE announces Smackdown leaving CW Network at end of current season 
Mirko Cro Cop’s tenure in UFC officially over 

Fayette County sheriffs office concludes investigation in Chris Benoit case 
WWE agrees to pay for drug or alcohol rehab for any wrestler under contract 
WWE cuts all ties with Ohio Valley Wrestling 

TNA Against All Odds 2/10 card coverage; Jay Lethal wins X-Division title 
Lorenzo and Frank Fertitta file milti-million dollar lawsuit over Pride purchase 
UFC sells out Montreal show instantaneously 

WWE produces highest grossing year in its history after most successful fourth quarter 
Bill introduced in Georgia Senate regarding pro wrestling regulations 
K-l Dream walks into the game as #2 promotion in the world 
-Mirko Cro Cop signed from UFC 

Babe Sharon, one of the original Exoticos trio, passes away in Mexico 
Judge rules against restraining order over Nancy Benoit Hustler photos 
Robbie Lawler stripped of Icon Middleweight title 

WWE announces it’s leaving Jakks Pacific for Mattel, Jakks Pacific announces deal with 
TNA 

WWE reposts Wellness Policy on its corporate website 
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2008 

Feb. 25 (18) 


March 3 (18) 


March 10 (12) 


March 17 (12) 


March 19 (18) 


WWE No Way Out 2/17 card coverage 

Floyd Mayweather Jr. the surprise celebrity for WrestleMania 

Negotiations for Smackdown down to MyNetworkTV or Tribune Broadcasting 

More information in the final 400 page police report on the Benoit case 

Hogan tells The Sun he is days away from starting new promotion 

Future of Yuji Nagata in question 

Johnny Weaver passes away; quick career retrospect 

HD-Net Fights fdes suit to get court to make ruling on Randy Couture’s fight contract 
NJPW 2/17 Sumo Hall card coverage 

-Shinsuke Nakamura unifies IWGP titles vs. Kurt Angle 
Elite XC Street Certified 2/16 card coverage 
-Kimbo Slice KO’s Tank Abbott 
Inoki Genome Federation 2/16 card coverage 
Steve Austin Miami Herald interview highlights 

WWE announcement of $20 million WrestleMania payoff made it the talk of the media 

HD-Net lawuit adds interesting bit of information, a claimed Couture fight contract vs. Fedor 

Rumor of McMahon venture into MMA with Mark Cuban 

Ryan Grade passes away in prison cell in Brazil 

Strikeforce at the Dome 2/23 card coverage 

UFC to announce deal with Budweiser 

John Cena rips on Dwayne Johnson in The Sun 

$20 million for Floyd Mayweather has pretty much been debunked 

CBS announces broadcasting of live Elite XC shows on Saturday nights 

Congress holds hearings on addressing performance enhancing drugs in sports 

Dory Funk appears in last Japanese match 

UFC 82: Pride of a Champion 3/1 card coverage 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/2 card coverage 

-Takeshi Morishima wins GHC title from Mitsuharu Misawa 
Spike TV agrees to live TV show on 3/27 
UFC claims winning round 1 in legal fight with Couture 

Johnny Weaver obituary issue 

ESPN Magazine to announce the split between M-l Global and Fedor Emelianenko 

World Victory Road Sengoku 3/5 card coverage 

ROH Rising Above 3/7 PPV (taped 12/29) card coverage 

Carlton Haselrig, the only 6 time NCAA champion, going into MMA 

Don Curtis and The Elephant Boy pass away 

WWE changes direction on Big Show vs. Floyd Mayweather 

Jeff Hardy suspended for drug test failure; Chris Jericho wins IC title 

Tito Ortiz vs. Lyoto Machida is one of the biggest fights of the year in an industry that may 

have many changes 

TNA Destination X 3/9 card coverage 

Elite XC learns if you have a big fight, book it. Now. Ken Shamrock loses to Buzz Berry in 
England 

Don Curtis career retrospect 

Hulk Hogan Celebrity Wrestling looks like it is a go 
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2008 

March 24(18) 


March 31 (12) 


April 2 (12) 


April 10 (24) 


Gary Hart passes away (career retrospect) 

Jeff Hardy’s house burns down 

2 new players in MMA TV world — NBC and Strikeforce, BET and Iron Ring 
WWE house show trends over the years and business analysis 
K-l Dream 3/15 debut card coverage 
AAA Rey de Reyes 3/16 card coverage 

-Cibernetico wins AAA heavyweight title from Mesias 
ROH 3/16 PPV taping card coverage 

Issue between Frank Shamrock and Gary Shaw over Elite XC Blood Brothers PPV idea 
Kala Kolohe Hose wins Icon middleweight title vs. Phil Baroni 
Vince McMahon awarded star on Hollywod Walk of Fame 

A look at Ric Flair’s final match on Raw leading to WrestleMania 
TNA expected to be significantly profitable in 2008 
TNA served with legal papers from Konnan alleging racial discrimination 
CBS announces first major network MMA broadcast to take place 5/31 
CMLL El Homanaje a Dos Leyendas 3/21 card coverage 
-Perro Aguayo Jr. wins Hector Garza’s hair 
Bestia Salvaje and Chase Tatum pass away 

Lorenzo and Frank Fertitta added to lawsuit in Xyience financial mess 
WWE takes initiative to specifically target 6-10 year olds 

TNA files lawsuit in Texas seeking the court throw out complaint from Konnan 

ESPN study of sports fans shows increase in pro wrestling interest 

Expected break-up of Fedor Emelianenko & M-l takes place 

Chris Benoit phone logs show some marital turmoil 

Luis Magana, the voice of Olympic Auditorium passes away 

More notes on Gary Hart 

IWA & WWC in Puerto Rico both suffer major hits 
A look at boxers involved in wrestling matches 
Hiroshi Tanahashi wins the New Japan Cup 
Graziano family officially files lawsuit vs. the Bollea family 

Ric Flair career title history 
Highlights of Ric Flair farewell Raw show 
Wrestling with all time records 
WrestleMania XXIV 3/30 card coverage 
-Ric Flair’s final match 
-Kane wins ECW title from Chavo Guerrero 
Hall of Fame highlights 
A look back at the legacy of Ric Flair 
Elite XC 3/29 card coverage 

-Cung Le wins Strikeforce middleweight title vs. Frank Shamrock 
UFC Ultimate Fight Night 13 4/2 card coverage 
TNA live on Spike 3/27 card coverage 

With WWE, TNA and ROH all in Orlando at same time, WWE did not want talent 
intermixing 

Monte Cox announces formation of MMA promotion Adrenaline 
Police reporting Benoit case reveals more info 
Ron Slinker passes away 
Xyience officially sold 

Dusty Rhodes finishes up in WWE creative with WrestleMania 
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2008 

April 14 (18) 


April 21 (18) 


April 28 (18) 


May 5 (12) 


New Affliction promotion looks to debut with Fedor Emelianenko vs. Tim Syliva 

A look at the 100th anniversary of Frank Gotch vs. George Hackenschmidt 

Death of Sam Vazquez six weeks after a Houston KO is first casualty of North American 

MMA 

Most remembered pro wrestling moments in big city 

WWE steroid story makes national news involving Mike Knox 

World Anti-Doping Agency claims major breakthrough in testing for HGH 

Andrew “Test” Martin arrested on DUI 

Sara Lee passes away 

Buffalo Jim, former promoter and wrestling school operator, found dead in Las Vegas, 
perhaps suspicious 

TNA Lockdown 4/13 card coverage 

-Samoa Joe wins TNA title from Kurt Angle 
UFC cuts Jake O’Brien; more surely to come 
MyNetworkTV announces Smackdown on fall schedule 
Elite XC finances hardly look good 
Strikeforce debuts 4/12 on NBC 
Hiroshi Tanahashi wins AJPW Champion Carnival 
Yamma Pit Lighting Championship 4/11 card coverage 
Luerza Guerrera quits AAA 

Buffalo Jim death in Las Vegas continues to make news 

Joey Styles replaced as lead announcer on ECW by Mike Adamle 

Mickie James wins womens title from Beth Phoenix 

Obama, Clinton and McCain appear on 4/21 Raw 
UPC 83 GSP vs. Serra II4/19 card coverage 
-GSP wins welterweight title 
Michael Hayes suspended for 60 days 
William Regal wins King of the Ring 4/21 card coverage 
Ultimate Warrior returns 4/19 on card in Spain 
Cuck Liddell off 6/7 card due to injury 
Forbes runs UFC cover story “Ultimate Cash Machine” 

Calvin Ayre announced Bodog is through 

British Journal of Sports Medicine releases study of MMA events 

Highlights of Dana White on Off the Record 

Petey Williams wins TNA X title 

WWE Backlash 4/27 card coverage 
-HHH wins WWE title 
-Matt Hardy wins U.S. title 

A look at Michael Hayes’ 60 day suspension and racism in the industry 
Keiji Muto wins IWGP title from Shinsuke Nakamura 
K-l Dream 4/27 card coverage 

UPC drops Travis Lutter; Charles McCarthy announces his retirement 
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May 7 (12) 


May 12 (18) 


May 19 (18) 


May 26 (18) 


June 2(12) 


Lorenzo and Frank Fertitta announce plans to build the most expensive casino eer 
WWE creates buzz when Tazz & Mike Adamle walk out and leave main event announcer free 
Steve Austin speculated for Hall of Fame, a look at the hall and should and shouldn’t be in 
WWE 2008 roster directory 

Dr. Wagner Jr. leads protest march for people mistreated by their boss 
Masato Tanaka wins Zero One Max world title 
Yvon Robert Jr. passes away 

UFC cuts Joe Doerksen, Din Thomas, Kuniyoshi Hironaka and Tommy Speer 
Major change in WWE drug testing procedure 

Ron Simmons becomes 5th pro wrestler to be inducted into College Football Hall of Fame 

WWE announces unprecedented quarter at stockholders meeting 

UFC looks to be as bullet proof as any company of its type other than WWE 

Ex-WWE writers comment on Michael Hayes story 

More problems with Affliction debut show according to Randy Couture interview 

More most remembered pro wrestling moments by city 

Ashley Massaro comes up in Rolling Stone story on FBI escort service bust 

Notes on Hulk Hogan celebrity wrestling 

George Tragos/Lou Thesz Hall of Fame inductees 

TNA and American Gladiators reach deal with Matt Morgan 

Undertaker stripped of title 

Great Khali returns to India to great fanfare 

TNA Sacrifice 5/11 card coverage; LAX wins TNA tag team titles in tournament 
Penny Banner passes away (career retrospect) 

Elite XC and Dream announce working agreement 

Dream 5/11 card coverage 

Nick Bollea sentenced to 8 months in jail 

Leo Garibaldi passes away — brief career retrospect 

Juday Grable passes away 

IFL looking for new buyer 

More Michael Hayes fallout 

Highlights of WWE stockholders meeting 

Preview of next few weeks which are crammed with major events 
William Regal suspended for 60 days on drug test failure 
WWE Judgement Day 5/18 card coverage 
More notes on Penny Banner 

Kurt Angle off with cracked vertebrae and herniated discs 
Sengoku 5/18 card coverage 

Highlights of John Cena on “Opie & Anthony” show 
More Benoit cell phone logs released 

With lowest Raw ratings since 1997, Vince turns to Eric Bischoff idea—$1 million giveaway 
Tape recorded messages from Terry and Linda Bollea to Nick in prison leave bad impressions 
UFC 84: Ill Will 5/24 card coverage 

CMLL gets hammered by WWE tour; Hector Garza & Mistico win CMLL tag team titles 
5/23 

Mark Coleman suffers torn MCL; Brock Lesnar now to fight Heath Herring 

Review of Ring of Hell: The Story of Chris Benoit and the Fall of the Pro Wrestling Industry 

Bison Smith & Akitoshi Saito win GHC tag team titles from Naomichi Marufuji & Takashi 

Sugiura 

Memphis wrestling to return; WWE settles out of court with Cory Maclin 

Jean-Louis Cormier passes away 

Ted DiBiase introduces Ted DiBiase Jr. on Raw 
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2008 

June 9(12) 


June 11 (12) 


June 16 (18) 


June 23 (18) 


July 1 (12) 


Elite XC 5/31 CBS debut card answers some questions but leaves key ones unanswered 
Vince McMahon announces details of his $1 million giveaway 

WWE One Night Stand 6/1 card coverage; Edge wins vacant World Heavyweight title vs. 
Undertaker 

Tito Ortiz says is 100% leaving UFC 

More WWE first quarter business notes 

Superseding indictment filed against Dr. Phil Astin III 

Highlights of 26 hours of tape of Nick Bollea talking with his mother and father 
Details of TNA World X Cup official; TNA signs working agreement with CMLL 

Donald Trump expected to announce involvement in the Affliction promotion 
Elite XC 5/31 card coverage 
ROH PPV contract renewed 

WEC 6/1 card coverage; 2 match of the year candidates 
Matt Randazzo responds to Dave’s review of Ring of Hell 
Bobby Lashley signs with American Fight League 
Dr. Wagner Jr. returns to CMLL 

AAA Fires Abismo Negro; Triplemania show to be revamped 

Atsushi Onita announces he will be forming new company along the lines of FMW 

Chief White Owl and Kurt Von Stroheim pass away 

Amsterdam, NY pro wrestling Hall of Fame inductees 

A look at the first $ 1 million WWE giveaway 

It’s becoming celear that the Florida developmental territory is filled with problems 

Highlights of 6/8 WWE tapings from San Jose 

TNA Slammiversary 6/8 card coverage; tragedy after the show 

UFC Bedlam 6/7 card coverage 

Review of Bigger, Stronger, Faster documentary 

IFL cancels show; Jay Larkin admits they are looking for business partner to save them 

Dr. Wagner Jr. suspended in Tijuana for one year by Box y Lucha commission 

AAA announces working agreement with ROH 

Two totally conflicting reports on 6/7 NWA show 

Bryan Danielson works tryout match for WWE 

UFC signs Jakks Pacific action figure deal 

Analyzing the $1 million giveaway affect on ratings 

Dana White makes call to do live Spike TV special vs. Affliction PPV 

Wrestling Observer and Figure Four Weekly merge websites 

AAA Triplemania 6/13 card coverage 

CMLL 6/13 Arena Mexico card coverage 

Dream 4 6/14 card coverage 

Elite XC Showtime from Honolulu 6/14 card coverage 

Wataru Inoue wins NJPW Best of the Super Juniors tournament 

Mr. Niebla pulls out of Triplemania and jumps to CMLL 

Some comments from Sandra Toffolini, the younger sister of Nancy Benoit 

Cauliflower Alley Club annoual banquet highlights 

WWE 6/23 draft coverage 

-show ends with set collapsing on Vince McMahon; Jim Ross contemplates quitting 
Lorenzo Fertitta resigns post as president of Station Casinos to work full time with UFC 
Ultimate Fighter 7 finale 6/21 card coverage; Amir Sadollah unlikely winner 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 6/21 Coventry, England show a gigantic success; card coverage 
UFC legalization in New York will have to wait a few more months 
Vince McMahon receives lifetime achievement award for his work in global marketing 
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July 3 (12) 


July 7 (18) 


July 14 (18) 


July 21 (12) 


Second supplementary draft on 6/25 totally changes the face of WWE’s three brands 
Elite XC makes announcement of first combined dual network MMA show 
Masatake “The Great” Kusatsu passes away (career retrospect) 

Dr. Alfonso Morales, the voice of Lucha Libre, quits CMLL after argument with Paco Alonso 
Mexico releases new El Santo postage stamp 
Hogan/Graziano getting way out of control in the TV media 
UFC signs former IFL fighters 

WWE behind the scenes tries to block MMA events out of arenas 

WWE Night of Champions 6/29 card coverage 

-Mark Henry wins ECW title; Kofi Kingston wins IC title; Ted DiBiase & Cody Rhodes 
win tag team titles 

CMLL, Paco Alonso and Dr. Alfonso Morales situation worsens; Televisa and Box y Lucha 
involved 

A look at Rampage Jackson vs. Forrest Griffin 

Strange situation at Lou Thesz Hall of Fame inductions; Bret Hart loses it on Greg Oliver 
More inside notes on WWE roster changes 

Attempts at 6/27 Strikeforce card replacements turns into craziness 

Taiyo Kea & Minoru Suzuki win AJPW world tag team titles from Keiji Muto & Joe Doering 

Ricky Cortez and Oni Wiki Wiki pass away 

Chris Bell interview highlights from Poughkeepsie Journal 

Strikeforce 6/27 card coverage; Joshn Thompson wins lightweight title from Gilbert 
Melendez 

C.M. Punk wins World Heavyweight title from Edge on 6/30 Raw 

Series of minor rule changes and proposed weight class changes for MMA approved by Assn. 

of Boxing Commissioners; Dana White says UFC will not abide 

UFC 86: Jackson vs. Griffin card coverage; Forrest wins light heavyweight title 

More comments on Ring of Hell book 

Mistico to cover Beijing Olympics for Televisa 

AAA books dates for U.S. tour 

Tiger Mask wins IWGP jr. title 7/8 

Greg Oliver comments on Hall of Fame debacle 

Mike Chapman notes on his criteria for Lou Thesz Hall of Fame 

Scott D’Amore leaving TNA; TNA releases Jim Mitchell 

WWE releases Trevor Murdoch 

Quinton Jackson arrested on felony hit and run, reckless driving and evading arrest 
Boxing Commissioners announce a committee will work on unified national rules for MMA 
TNA Victory Road 7/13 card coverage 
-Volador Jr. wins Ultimate X 
-Team Mexico wins X Cup 
CMLL 7/11 Arena Mexico card coverage 

Tatsumi Fujinami files lawsuit vs. NJPW over retirement package 
Taylor Wilde wins TNA Knockouts title from Awesome Kong 
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July 29 (24) 


Aug. 4(18) 


Aug. 11 (18) 


MMA’s first Super Saturday; a look at the MMA war 
WWE Great American Bash 7/20 card coverage 
-Shelton Benjamin wins U.S. title 
-Curt Hawkins & Zack Ryder win tag team titles 
Affliction Banned 7/19 card coverage; Fedor Emelianenko becomes first WAMMA champion 
Situation with Quinton Jackson becomes more serious as is taken back into police custody 
Matt Randazzo writes website article on viable reforms for wrestling industry 
Ultimate Fight Night 7/19 card coverage 

Dream 7/21 card coverage; Joachim Hansen wins lightweight title vs. Shinya Aoki 
WWE announces changes to its wellness program 

James “Sandman” Fullington arrested after going berserk at Lou Albano’s 75th birthday party 
WWC 7/19 card coverage 

-Carlos Colon’s retirement ceremony 
-Steve Corino starts as booker 

Prince Devitt & Minoru win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Jushin Liger & AKIRA 

USA Today reports U.S. scientists have come up with urine test for HGH 

WWE announces all programming will be rated PG rather than TV-14 

Lots of controversy in the MMA world as UFC getting fighters to sign merchandising 

agreements 

Mike Adamle named figurehead GM of Raw; Freddie Prinze Jr. hired in creative 
Elite XC 7/26 card coverage 

-Antonio Silva wins heavyweight title 
-Jake Shields wins welterweight title 
WWE Saturday Night Main Event taped 7/28 card coverage 
ROH tapes next PPV 7/26 in Detroit; card coverage 

AAA returns to California for first time in over a decade; Los Angeles 7/27 card coverage 
CMLL World Grand Prix Cibernetico 7/25 card coverage; Alex Shelley wins 
More notes on Carlos Colon 7/19 retirement ceremony 
Ritchie Blood starts his career as Rick Steamboat Jr. 

Tito Ortiz on the verge of signing with Affliction 

Ric Flair and WWE have contract split 8/3 

Tito Ortiz claims he will be the highest paid fighter in history 

A look at Olympians turned pro wrestler 

A look at WWE second quarter results from the investor’s conference 

Problems worsen for Quinton Jackson 

Saturday Night’s Main Event bombs in ratings 

WEC 8/3 card coverage; Steve Cantwell wins light heavyweight title 

Alfonso Dantes passes away 

Brent Albright wins NWA title from Adam Pearce 

Grumbling across the board about TNA creative 

Batista & John Cena win tag team titles from Ted DiBiase & Cody Rhodes 
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Aug. 18 (18) 


Aug. 25 (18) 


Sept. 1 (12) 


Sept. 3 (12) 


WWE served with lawsuit over issue of pro wrestlers not independent contractors 

UFC 87: Seek and Destroy 8/9 card coverage 

Mick Foley expected to leave WWE when contract expires 

Killer Kowalski in guarded condition after heart attack 

TNA Hard Justice 8/10 card coverage; Beer Money wins tag team titles from LAX 

Ric Flair starts taking independent bookings 

Many questions regarding the make-up of WEC 

Alfonso Dantes career retrospect 

More Olympians update 

Los Perros Del Mai talking about opening their own booking office 

AAA dressing room becoming more reminiscent of WCW before the collapse 

Dana White’s explanation for Quinton Jackson 

Randy Orton claims he re-broke his collarbone; story doesn’t add up 

WWE cuts a number of talent including Chris Harris, Nunzio and Nick Patrick 

WWE SummerSlam 8/17 card coverage 
-Santino Marella wins IC title 
-Beth Phoenix wins women’s title 
Killer Kowalski still battling for life 

Lawyers for Bollea family reach agreement in splitting assets 

Hirooki Goto wins G-1 Climax 

Update on legal issues between Konnan and TNA 

Nick Lembo announces several committees to work on unified MMA rules 

Notes on WWE profit margins 

Olympic Games wrestling update 

Ultimate Fighter preview 

Inoki Genome Federation 8/15 card coverage 

ESPN “Outside the Lines” runs feature on children doing MMA 

More cuts from WWE including Stevie Richards, The Highlanders and Cherry 

John Cena and Mistico both suffer serious injuries 

Lawsuit vs. WWE for classifying wrestlers as independent contractors moved to federal court 

WWE signs Gail Kim from TNA; other interesting contracts to watch 

A look ahead to the Ken Shamrock vs. Kimbo Slice 10/4 Elite XC main event 

Deal between WWE and Pro Wrestling NOAH appears to have fallen apart 

Orange County DA office charges Quinton Jackson 

WWE MSG 8/23 card coverage 

More thoughts on Konnan situation with TNA 

Highlights of The Sun interview with WWE attorney Jerry McDevitt about lawsuit 
Sonna Fargo passes away (career retrospect) 

K.J. Noons releases statement of why he turned down Nick Diaz fight on CBS 
Items the Assn, of Boxing Commissioners rules committee are reviewing 
Cowboy Ronnie Hill passes away 
Randy Couture makes UFC an offer 
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Sept. 8 (24) 


Sept. 15 (18) 


Sept. 22 (18) 


Sept. 29 (19) 


Randy Couture signs 3 fight contract with UFC 

Killer Kowalski passes away; quick career retrospect 

Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame issue; inductees include: 

-Paco Alonso 
-Martin Karadagian 

Should Chris Benoit remain in the Hall of Fame? 

Shawn Michaels averts what first appeared to be career threatening injury 

Mick Foley signs with TNA 

CMLL Sin Piedad 8/29 card coverage 

AJPW 8/31 Sumo Hall card coverage 

Tensions really bad in AAA 

New York Post runs article that CBS having second thoughts about Saturday night fights 

Evan Tanner passes away (career retrospect) 

Raw replay to appear on Televisa 

Fight leaving Ric bloody and bruised, aftermath has Ashley Fliehr arrested 
WWE Unforgiven 9/7 card coverage 
-Matt Hardy wins ECW title 
-Chris Jericho wins World Heavyweight title 
UFC 88: Breakthrough 9/6 card coverage; Rashad Evans KO’s Chuck Liddell 
Kurt Angle found not guilty of driving under the influence 
Information from the Hogan divorce proceedings 

Darren Aronofsky’s movie “The Wrestler” a hit at the Venice Film Festival 

Pro Wrestling NOAH Budokan Hall 9/6 card coverage; Kensuke Sasaki wins GHC title 

Craziness in AAA between Vampiro and Cibernetico 

Highlights of Tiffany VanDemark Fliehr interview from Unholy Matrimony 
Dragon Gate makes U.S. debut; 9/5 card coverage 
Rick Renslow passes away 
Highlights of Mick Foley press release 

When UFC and Randy Couture reconciled, it was a very trying day 

Affliction and Golden Boy Promotions announce a combined PPV show in 2009 

Killer Kowalski obituary issue 

TNA No Surrender 9/14 card coverage 

-Sheik Abdul Bashir wins X-Division title 
-Shelly Martinez quits 

AAA verano de Escandalo 9/14 card coverage; Joe Lider & Nicho win AAA tag team titles 
Jake Roberts falls off wagon on 9/12 indy show 
Bryan Danielson wins GHC jr. title 

Three different contradictory stories regarding death of Evan Tanner 
A ton of WWE developmental name changes 

Showtime files notice of intent to open negotiations to purchase Pro Elite, Inc. 

Raw rating falls to 11 year holiday low; opens questions about the product 

Dream 6 9/23 card coverage; Gegard Mousasi becomes first middleweight champion 

CMLL 75th anniversary 9/19 card coverage; Villano V wins Blue Panther’s mask 

Jeff Hardy not allowed to board plane due to being allegedly drunk 

UFC Fight Night 16 9/17 card coverage 

Low Ki wins IWGP jr. title from Tiger Mask 

ROH PPV taping 9/19 coverage; Kevin Steen & El Generico win ROH tag team titles 

Adam Pearce wins NWA title from Brent Albright 9/20 

Anderson Sivla says he will retire in 2009 

K.J. Noons stripped of Elite XC lightweight title 
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Oct. 1 (12) 


Oct. 6(12) 


Oct. 13 (18) 


Oct. 20 (18) 


Oct. 27 (18) 


Affliction and Elite XC reach deal for joint presence on 10/4 CBS show 
ROH New Horizons 9/26 card coverage 
History of pro wrestling in Mexico 

Reiko Yoshiba, Japan’s oldest woman wrestler, passes away 
More notes on Killer Kowalski from 9/22 issue 

Review of Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop 
Culture 

Smackdown MyNetwork TV all star show 10/3 coverage 

The Great Muta wins AJPW Triple Crown; ties Giant Baba’s championship record 
Looks like 10/17 may be the next big night of competition in the MM A wars 
Multichannel News article covers the battle for PPV supremacy 
K-l World Grand Prix 9/27 card coverage 

Smithsonian Institute to display Ric Flair’s robe from his final match 

WEC shutting down middleweight and light heavyweight divisions 

Carlito & Primo Colon win WWE tag team titles from Curt Hawkins & Zach Ryder 

Elite XC 10/4 CBS card coverage; Seth Petruzelli subs for Shamrock and KO’s Kimbo Slice 
WWE No Mercy 10/5 card coverage 

WWE Mexico president says they are looking to sign many of the biggest names in Mexico 

First Smackdown on MyNetwork TV 10/3 card coverage 

WWE attorneys file motion to get independent contractor lawsuit thrown out 

Gold medalist Satoshi Ishii prospective move to MMA big news in Japan 

K-l World Max finals 10/1 card coverage; Masato wins in overtime 

St. Louis Hall of Fame adds six new members 

John McCarthy resigns from The Fight Network 

Vince wants wrestlers to be better actors and work more realistic style 

TNA Bound for Glory 10/12 card coverage; Sting wins world title from Samoa Joe 
Writers calling “fix” and writing the obituary for Elite XC 
Wrestling war in Mexico gets off to bad start for the home team 
NJPW 10/13 card coverage 

-Yuji Nagata wins Zero One Max world title 

-Tetsuya Naito & Yujiro win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Prince Devitt & Minoru 
Scott Hall has series of incidents over the weekend at Iron Sheik roast and Fan Fest 
Joe Son arrested on numerous charges relating to gang rape 
Hulk Hogan’s Celebrity Wrestling set to debut 
Johnny Devins asks for his TNA release 
Topps signs deal to produce UFC trading cards 
WWE releases Lance Cade 

The death of Elite XC; what happened and what’s next 

A look at the first episode of Hulk Hogan’s Celebrity Wrestling 

UFC 89: Lost in Translation 10/18 card coverage 

A look ahead to Japanese NYE shows 

Enson Inoue and Luke Cummo arrested on drug issues 

Big blow to Pro Wrestling NOAH, Yomiuri TV cancels pro wrestling after 54 years 
Leah Maivia and Jack Reynolds pass away 
More on Lance Cade 
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Nov. 3 (12) 


Nov. 5 (12) 


Nov. 10(18) 


Nov. 17 (18) 


Cary Silkin fires ROH booker Gabe Sapolsky 
UFC 90 10/25 Silva vs. Cote card coverage 
WWE Cyber Sunday 10/26 card coverage 

-Batista wins World Heavyweight title from Chris Jericho 
AAA Antonio Pena Memorial show 10/24 card coverage 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 10/25 Budokan Hall card coverage 
S.D. Jones passes away; quick career retrospect 
Feud between Affliction and UFC reaches new level 
Affliction/Golden Boy Promotions joint effort is off 

Vince decrees product is not sports entertainment, wrestlers are not sports entertainers or 
superstars 

Judge rules with WWE in lawsuit vs. Dale Gagenr usage of AWA name 

C.M. Punk & Kofi Kingston win tag team titles from Ted DiBiase, Jr. & Cody Rhodes 

Story of death of Elite XC gets even stranger 

Dream offers Satoshi Ishii $5 million long-term contract 

Ivan Trembow of MMAweekly.com’s story on 20 most watched MMA matches in the U.S. 

Los Perros Del Mai leaving CMLL to work as independents 

Comments from Konnan about the CMLL 75th anniversary show 

Blue Demon Jr. wins NWA title from Adam Pearce 

Danny Babich passes away 

Highlights of Mick Foley interview 

UFC bans CageFighter/MMA Authentics from its shows over Wal-Mart deal 
Awesome Kong wins TNA Knockouts title from Taylor Wylde 

Raw 800th episode celebration 11/3 card coverage 

-Chris Jericho wins World Heavyweight title from Batista 
Look at who has drawing power and who would be viable candidates for WWE Hall of Fame 
ESPN making plans to start MMA show based along the lines of “The Contender” 

More on Perro Aguayo Jr. and Los Perros Del Mai leaving CMLL 
Chris Leven suspended by UFC for failing drug test in England 
Pro Wrestling NOAH announces financial saving changes 

Big Vision Entertainment backing new TN show “NWA Championship Wrestling from 
Hollywood” 

TNA releasesagests Pat Kenney and Glenn Gilbertti 
UFC signs Dennis Kang 

A look ahead to Couture vs. Lesnar 
WWE third quarter shareholders meeting highlights 
WrestleMania sells 40,000 tickets the first weekend of sales 
TNA Turning Point 11/9 card coverage 

WEC 11/5 card coverage; Mike Brown upsets Urijah Faber for the featherweight title 
Pro Elite, Inc. says will oppose the planned asset auction called for by Showtime 
California State Athletic Commissioner Armando Garcia leaving post for reasons unknown 
First weekend of events with Adam Pearce as new ROH booker 
TNA makes offer to Sarah Palin 

Shawn Michaels says he has given the WWE his retirement date 

Another round of WWE cuts including Mike Adamle, Chuck Palumbo and Paul London 
WWE European tour a major success; William Regal wins IC title 11/10 
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Nov. 24 (12) 
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Dec. 1 (18) 


Dec. 8 (18) 


Dec. 15 (12) 


UFC 91: Couture vs. Lesnar 11/15 card coverage; Brock Lesnar wins heavyweight title 
Pierroth in grave condition 

Kim Couture takes restraining order against Affliction Clothing owner Todd Beard 
TNA usure of future of Christian 

Fedor Emelianenko loses in semi final of world sambo championships 

Some notes on WWE’s attempt to change the company from quasi sport to scripted reality 

show 

UFC has PR nightmare, 3 top-rated fighters almost kicked to the curb 
The Lesnar triumvirate; a look at multisport champions 
Cibernetico quits AAA and joins Los Perros Del Mai 
AJPW has major success with debut in Taiwan 
Joe Ball and Pee Wee James pass away 

ROH makes major breakthrough as it reaches deal with DirecTV 
A look at WEC as a developmental program for UFC 

WWE Survivor Series 11/23 card coverage 

-John Cena wins World Heavyweight title from Chris Jericho 
-Edge wins WWE title 

A look back at Starrcade with DVD release upcoming 
WWE on-line voting for top 25 greatest Starrcade matches results 
Updated all-time pro wrestling/MMA top 15 gates 
ROH Rising Above 11/22 PPV taping card coverage 
A shake-up in WEC 

WWE cost-cutting; doubling up Smackdown tapings, more Raw and ECW shows taped 
together 

WWE sends cease and desist order to Ed Leslie over Brutus Beefcake name 

Major philosophical changes for California State Athletic Commission 

Ultimate Fighter finale set 

WEC 11/25 Torres vs. Tapia card coverage 

Anoaro Atisanoe passes away in Japan 

Amsterdam, NY Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame announces its 2009 class 
Reid Fliehr to debut 12/6 with Hogan as ref 
Charles Buffong passes away 

Highlights of Lorenzo Fertitta interview in The Atlantic 

Hogan and Jimmy Hart picked by THQ to be on cover of new Legends of WrestleMania 
game 

WWE fires Bruce Prichard 

More on the idependent contractor lawsuit 

Highlights of Mr. Kennedy story in the Daily Star in Europe 

Battle for the biggest PPV event of the year down to the wire 
Steve Bradley passes away (career retrospect) 

Tokyo Sports wrestling awards 

WWE resurrects the Slammy Awards; 12/8 tri-branded show card coverage 

TNA Final Resolution 12/7 card coverage; Eric Young wins X-Division title, then title held 

up 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 12/7 Budokan Hall card coverage 
Reid Fliehr debut 12/6 coverage 

Big talk coming back from Iraq is incident between JBL and Joey Styles 
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Dec. 17 (12) 


Dec. 22 (18) 


Dec. 29 (19) 


Oscar De La Hoya remains PPV champion of 2008 
NJPW announces biggest event in several years 
K-l World Grand Prix finals 12/6 card coverage 

A look back at the 15 year history of the UFC, its champions and records 
Paco Alonso says Dr. Wagner Jr. is gone from CMLL 
Mesias wins vacant AAA Super Mega title vs. Zorro 

First ever meeting of first and second Tiger Masks, Satoru Sayama vs. Mitsuharu Misawa on 
12/4 card 

Nippon TV announces canceling wrestling after 55 years; its longest running program 
WWE Armageddon 12/14 card coverage; Jeff Hardy wins WWE title 
UFC: Fight for the Troops 12/10 card coverage 

WWC 12/13 card coverage; Abdullah the Butcher retirement ceremony 
Ultimate Fighter 8 finale 12/23 card coverage; Ryan Bader and Efrain Escudero win 
Bobby Lashley wins MMA debut in 41 seconds on 12/13 
Mike Bell passes away 

NTV to air “We Don’t Forget Giant Baba” tribute 1/1 

“The Wrestler” receives Golden Globe and Film Critics Assn, nominations 

Adam Pearce sends e-mail saying he will be doing a lot more delegating as ROH booker 

Miz & Morrison win Raw tag team titles from C.M. Punk & Kofi Kingston on house show 

2008 business year in review; biggest events and top draws 

Future of Pro Wrestling NOAH in question with NTV ending wrestling show 

UFC/IFL fighter Justin Levens in murder/suicide 

Batista injured, WrestleMania plans to change 

A look at Texas Stadium big shows 

Showa Pro Wrestling group 12/18 debut card coverage 

Ultimate Guerrero wins CMLL world title from Dos Caras Jr. 

Fight breaks out at AAA Christmas party 

Sports Illustrated and Entertainment Weekly tout “The Wrestler” as movie of the year 
Jay Lethal & Consequences Creed win TNA tag team titles from Beer Money 
WWE to add new TV show in April 
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Jan. 5 (12) 


Jan. 7 (12) 


Jan. 12 (20) 


Jan. 19 (18) 


Jan. 26 (24) 


UFC 92: The Ultimate 2008 card coverage; Evancs wins lightweight title vs. Griffin 

Top 25 most popular based on U.S. web interest 

Nikkan Sports pro wrestling awards, Keiji Muto wins MVP 

HDNet Inside MMA Bazzie award winners 

Hustle Mania 2008 12/3 card coverage 

Mick Foley writes long letter to Sports Illustrated after recent article about “The Wrestler” 

NYE a night of surprises in Japan. K-l Dynamite 12/31 card coverage 

Per capita interest by country for 2008 internet interest and media coverage 

ROH Final Battle 12/27 card coverage 

Justin Eilers shot to death by step-father at Christmas party 

Amy Hennig, Reid Fleihr and Richard Blood Jr. all training under Harley Race 

Highlights of Cary Silkin interview with Newsday 

Looking more likely that CBS and Showtime will be airing MMA in 2009 

Congressman Henry Waxman urges examination of pro wrestling; a look at the issues 
NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage; 20th anniversary at the Dome 
-Hiroshi Tanahashi wins IWGP title from Keiji Muto 
-Team 3-D and Chris Sabing & Alex Shelley also win gold 
Bob Sapp ends up as ratings champion on NYE in Japan 
ROH 11/22 Rising Above PPV (1/16) taping card coverage 
Sengoku 1/4 card coverage; Kitaoka upsets Gomi for lightweight ittle 
El Sanguinario passes away in Mexico 

Minoru Suzuki & Nosawa win AJPW All Asian tag team titles vs. Nishimura & Fuchi 
Devil Masami and Mr. Gannosuke retire 
WWE and WGN release details of two-year deal 

Mickey Rourke wins Golden Globe for Best Actor in “The Wrestler” 

Dava White shocks people claiming to ESPN that UFC 92 outdrew UFC 91 
TNA Genesis 1/11 card coverage 

-Beer Money wins TNA tag team titles 
-Alex Shelley wins X-Division title vs. Chris Sabin 
WWE first steps in cutting $20 million in expenses 

-Sgt. Slaughter, Val Venis, Ron Simmons cut, and more 
Patience wearing thin among top fighters since Elite XC closed its doors 
Hulk Hogan’s annoual attempt to get into WrestleMania begins 
Unified rules for MMA up for discussion; the key rules looked at 
Antonio Silva files suit vs. California State Athletic Commission 
Lanny Kean Jr. passes away; quick career retrospect 
Gil “Wild Hoss” Mains passes away 

Highlights of CBC news in Canada 20 minutes story on UFC fighter pay 
Roger Huerta leaving UFC to try acting 

Time and The Atlantic have major coverage on the Waxman findings 

2008 Wrestling observer Newsletter Awards; Chris Jericho wins Wrestler of the Year 

First major angle for WrestleMania takes place on 1/19 Raw with Orton punting Vince 

Lisa Varon (Victoria) writes about her decision to leave WWE 

UFC 91: Franklin vs. Henderson 1/17 card coverage 

Paco Alonso gives interview about Perros Del Mai group 

Super Luchas award winners 

Volador Jr. & La Sombra win CMLL tag team titles 

Paul “Paul E. Normous” Fuchs passes away 

UFC budgets $1.7 million for the St. Pierre vs. Penn specials 

Jeff Monson has warrant out for his arrest 

WWE cuts two employees with cancer along with Hardcore Holly 
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Feb. 2(18) 


Feb. 9(18) 


Feb. 16 (12) 


Feb. 18(12) 


Feb. 23 (18) 


Several forks in the road to WrestleMania; a few matches are clear 

Royal Rumble 1/25 card coverage; Edge wins World Heavyweight title from Jeff Hardy 

A look ahead to St. Pierre vs. Penn 

Affliction: Day of Reckoning 1/24 card coverage 

UFC fight to get legalized in New York hits expensive snag 

ROH and HDNet make joint announcement of weekly TV deal 

TNA has the most successful house show week in history in the U.K. 

WEC 1/25 card coverage 

UFC going into chain gym business 

WWE starts to shut down Canadian office 

The heat starts as Linda McMahon nominated for Board of Education 

UFC 94: St. Pierre vs. Penn 1/31 card coverage; Penn claims GSP greased up 
ROH Caged Collision 1/31 card coverage 
Helio Grade passes away (career retrospect) 

Cibernetico sending feelers to return to AAA 
Dr. Phil Astin III pleads guilty 
WEC drops welterweight division 

More controversy for Linda McMahon’s bid for Board of Education 
A lot of concern about the future of OVW 

Altercation involving Chris Jericho in Victoria, BC makes national news 

Strikeforce announces deal with CBS and Showtime 

WWE Oakland 2/9 card coverage 

TNA 2/8 Against All Odds card coverage 

UFC 2/7 Ultimate Fight Night card coverage 

Kaz Hayashi wins AJPW jr. title vs. Naomichi Marufuji 

Katsuhiko Nakajima wins GHC jr. title from KENT A 

Station Casinos financial woes continue 

GSP responds to Penn’s claim 

TNA cuts Petey Williams 

Linda McMahon confirmed in step one of being named to Board of Education 
Christian returns to WWE on ECW 

Details of the Strikeforce/Pro Elite, Inc. deal 

Events all over Mexico commemorating the 25th anniversary of the death of El Santo 
Near riot at 2/6 MMA show in Montreal creats concern about UFC 97 event 
Jim Wilson passes away (career retrospect) 

HDNet signs deal with Sengoku 

Ex UFC fighter War Machine fired by Bellator over internet posting 

WWE No Way Out 2/15 card coverage; HHH wins WWE title 
Top of the WrestleMania card looks complete 
Trending figures for UFC 94 buys 
NJPW 2/15 Tokyo Dome card coverage 

NCAA wrestling tournament competitors turned pro; Part I: the early years 
CMLL 2/13 Arena Mexico card coverage 

Steve Corino wins Universal title in Puerto Rico from Ray Gonzalez 

Ric Flair signs multi-event agreement with ROH 

The story on how the Christian WWE debut went down 

UFC reserves MGM Grand in case Quebec will not allow UFC after recent riot 
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2009 

March 2 (18) 


March 9(12) 


March 11 (12) 


March 16 (18) 


March 23 (18) 


Highlights of the WWE 2/24 investors conference 

Verne Gagne involved in tragic death at Alzheimer’s and dementia facility 

UFC 95: Sanchez vs. Stevenson 2/21 card coverage 

Yoshihiro Akiyama signs with UFC 

NTV to cut Pro Wrestling NOAH at the end of the month 

Great Sasuke arrested in Japan 

TNA drops Sonjay Dutt, signs Bobby Roode to 5 year deal 

UFC and Quebec Commission reach compromise on rules for 4/18 show 

Mickey Rourke to be at ringside for WrestleMania angle 

WrestleMania 25 taking shape 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 3/1 card coverage 

-Jun Akiyama wins GHC title vs. Kensuke Sasaki 
-KENTA wins GHC jr. title 
A look at history of wrestling on NTV 
WEC 3/1 card coverage 

TNA not immune from recent recession cost cutting 

GSP’s camp all send letters to Nevada State Athletic Commission 

Linda McMahon confirmed for Board of Education 

ROH move to national TV for HDNet a positive; a look at the tapings 
Hogan tries more WrestleMania maneuvering using Twitter 

Federal judge throws out WWE independent contractor suit filed by Rave, Kanyon and 
Sanders 

NCAA wrestling tournament competitors turned pro; Part II: the 1940s 

Cibernetico’s return to AAA delayed 

Shinjiro Otani wins Zero-One world title from Yuji Nagata 

Yvon “The Beast” Cormier passes away 

Update on Gagne homicide case 

Edward Graziano faces charges of solicitiation of murder 
WrestleMania largely overhauled 

Weekend filled with surprises for UFC including Frank Mir having knee surgery 

UFC 96: Jackson vs. Jardine 3/7 card coverage 

Hogan will not be at WrestleMania based on court documents filed 

JBL talking about imminent retirement/Layfield Energy sponsors OVW 

Attorney for Raven, Kanyon and Sanders to file new motion vs. WWE 

Dream featherweight Grand Prix tournament 3/8 card coverage 

A look at the cast of season nine of The Ultimate Fighter U.S. vs. U.K. 

Shingo Takagi wins the annual 16 carat tournament in Germany 
TV Azteca drops CMLL ’ s IWRG TV show 

Homicide & Hernandez win Puerto Rico IWA tag team titles. Super Crazy wins IC title 
Jeff Gaylord arrested for bank robbery 
Robert Bruce passes away in New Zealand 

Andrew “Test” Martin passes away (career retrospect) 

Charles “Mask” Lewis, co-founder of TapouT, killed in car accident 

Ken Shamrock suspended by California State Athletic Commission for steroids 

TNA Destination X 3/15 card coverage; Suicide wins X-Division title 

B.J. Penn officially files complaint vs. GSP and his team for alleged greasing 

AJPW Sumo Hall 3/14 card coverage; surprise debuts of Dr. Wagner Jr. and Marco Corleone 

Ric Flair’s ROH debut draws a sellout 

Karo Parisyan suspended by Nevada State Athletic Commission; decision changed to NC 
MVP wins U.S. title from Shelton Benjamin 
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2009 

March 30(12) 


April 1 (12) 


April 6(18) 


April 13 (24) 


WWE projecting 1 million buys for WrestleMania; updated line-up 

AAA star Abismo Negro (Andres Palomeque) drowns in Mexico under strage circumstances 

ESPN sports poll results 

CMLL Arena Mexico 3/20 card coverage 

-Villano V unmasked after more than 25 years 
-Negro Casas wins welterweight title from Mistico 
Crazy AAA dressing room incident involving Juventud Guerrera 3/20 in Ciudad Madero 
Dragon Gate Sumo Hall 3/22 card coverage 
Hirooki Goto wins New Japan Cup tournament 
Medical examiners release cause of death for “Mad Dog” Mike Bell 
TNA talent no longer allowed on ROH shows 

A look back at Inoki vs. Ali 

Steve Doll passes away (career retrospect) 

More on Abismo Negro death and Juventud Guerrera stories from last issue 
Nigel McGuiness suffers fairly serious arm injury 
Highlights of Kurt Angle on Opie & Anthony 
Bully Beatdown debuts on MTV 

A look ahead to WrestleMania and the last Raw leading up to it 

“12 Rounds” flops opening weekend; the future of WWE Films is going to be questioned 
AAA does first of its two-week American tour 
House show/TV ratings/PPV buy trends over the years 

Pat Kenney (Simon Diamond) one of several to file sexual suit against high school teacher 

Notes on Bully Beatdown 

Irvin “Zabo” Koszewski passes away 

WWE actual profits by division 2008 vs. 2007 

Eddy Lopez, Juventino Romero and Tio Taylor pass away 

Juventud Guerrera incident getting lots of press 

Movement to legalize MMA in Vancouver basically punted by City Council 
Tazz finishes up with WWE 

WWE posts on business web page offering free rehab to any former contracted wrestler 
Brazo de Plata quits AAA 

WrestleMania 25 4/5 card coverage, records and notes 
-Rey Mysterio wins IC title from JBL 

-John Cena wins World Heavyweight title over Edge and Big Show 
Dana White goes off on Loretta Hunt on a video blog; creates media reaction 
WWE Hall of Fame ceremony highlights; inducted were: 

-Dory & Terry Funk, Koko Ware, Von Erichs, Bill Watts, Howard Finkle, Rick 
Steamboat, Steve Austin 
UFC Fight Night 18 4/1 card coverage 
NJPW PPV Tokyo Sumo Hall 4/5 card coverage 

Distrito Federal Box y Lucha commission suspends Konnan over Guerrera incident 
AAA Cancun promoter Carlos Renan suspended for two years for fraud 
Pirata Morgan, Psicosis, Histeria and Intocable quit AAA 

ECCW puts on longest show in history...72 hours and 2 minutes between 4/2 and 4/5 in BC 
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2009 

April 20(18) 


April 27 (18) 


May 4 (18) 


May 11 (12) 


May 13 (12) 


A look at the WWE 4/13 draft special 

WWE releases financial figures on WrestleMania 

Saturday night wars TV tapings report 

Strikeforce 4/11 card coverage; Gilbert Melendez wins interim lightweight title 

Dragon Gate announces it is setting up U.S. office 

Minoru Suzuki wins 2009 Champion Carnival 

Dream 8 Nagoya Gaishi Hall 4/5 card coverage 

Dos Caras Jr. turns heel at Arena Mexico 

WEC 4/5 card coverage 

AAA turns Guerrera incident into an angle 

Ross Hart adds to Yvon Cormier retrospect 

Brian Christopher involved in alleged backstage brawl 

Davey Richards & Eddie Edwards win ROH tag team titles from Steen & Generico 4/10 
ROH problems with Larry Sweeney go public 
More on Dana White/Loretta Hunt comments 

After UFC 97, Dana White announces Chuck Liddell retiring 
WWE continues its shake-up with supplement draft 
UFC 97; Redemption 4/18 card coverage 
TNA Lockdown 4/19 card coverage 

-Mick Foley wins TNA title from Sting 
-Angelina Love wins Knockouts title in three-way 
The Midnight Express & Jim Cornette’s 25th Anniversary scrapbook review 
Juventud Guerrera announces he is filing suit vs. Konnan and Jack Evans 
Controversy with Distrito Federal Box y Lucha commission and Silver King 
Hogan manages to get back in thenews in controversial Rolling Stone interview 
Cauliflower Alley Club banquet highlights 
Bobby Lashley and Sarah Stock debut in TNA 

Playboy Buddy Rose passes away; quick career retrospect 
WWE Backlash 4/26 card coverage 

-Christian wins ECW title from Jack Swagger 
-Randy Orton wins WWE title in 6-man tag 
-Edge wins World Heavyweight title from John Cena 
Swine flu in Mexico causes hundreds of pro wrestling cancellations 
Reid Fliehr arrested on multiple charges 
Dana White announces Anderson Silva vs. Forrest Griffin 
Big issues with the Distrito Federal Box y Lucha commission 
Memphis wrestling on TV is officially dead 
Highlights of Dana White from Off the Record 
John Hackleman says Chuck has not made decision on retirement 

Highlights of WWE annoual shareholders meeting 
Dana White turns down Anderson Silva vs. Roy Jones Jr. match 
WWE fires back against Kurt Angle in statement to The Miami Herald 
K.C. Wrestling on the Mat documentary review 

Looks to be showdown looming with Distrito Federal Box y Lucha commission 
Manabu Nakanishi wins IWGP title from Hiroshi Tanahashi at Korakuen Hall 
Stephanie meets with wrestlers and says company is looking to make new stars 

Desperate times call for desperate measures; Dream signs Jose Canseco 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 5/6 Budokan Hall coverage 
Playboy Buddy Rose obituary issue 
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2009 

May 18 (18) 


May 25 (18) 


June 1 (12) 


June 3(12) 


June 8(24) 


Vince makes his presence felt at his first investors call 

Soap opera playing out between Dana White and John Hackelman over Chuck Liddell 

Eric Bischoff declines involvement in the Rise & Fall of WCW DVD 

WWE and TNA 2009 roster directory including real names and ages 

Swine flu still affecting Mexican scene 

Dr. Phil Astin sentenced to ten years in prison 

Hulk Hogan divorce updates and court news 

Princess Jasmine passes away 

Motley Cruz posts comments on Brian Christopher backstage brawl 
ESPN E:60 Dana White highlights 
Sheamus debuts on Smackdown 

Almost official Flair will be returning to the ring, question is for who? 

Unique double booking turns into national news story for WWE and Denver Nuggets 

WWE Judgement Day 5/17 card coverage 

As UFC prepares to debut in Germany, suddenly it is 1997 again 

El Hijo del Santo a surprise at AAA TV tapings 

Johnny K-9/Bruiser Bedlam arrested in murder conspiracy 

AAA trying to claim ownership of the name Super Porky 

Amsterdam, NY 2009 Hall of Fame inductees 

WWE plays Denver Nuggets situation for all it’s worth 
A look at Lyoto Machida’s background 

UFC 98: Evans vs. Machida 5/23 card coverage; Machida wins light heavyweight title 

TNA Sacrifice 5/24 card coverage 

Victoria, Raven and Shane Douglas debut for TNA 

WWE loses its appeal in lawsuit against Jakks Pacific and THQ 

Debut of the New Hart Dynasty in ECW 

Dream Let Us Entertain You 5/26 card coverage; debut of Jose Canseco 
Lizmark announces retirement 

NCAA wrestling tournament competitors turned pro; Part III the 1950s 
CMLL announces creation of CMLL Universal championship 
Comcast makes decision to cancel HDNet at the end of the month 
Frank Trigg signs deal to return to UFC 

John Tolos passes away (obituary issue) 

Kimbo Slice to highlight season 10 of Ultimate Fighter 
WWE fires Mr. Kennedy 
Ric Flair expected to sign new deal with WWE 
WWE Raw 5/30 Mexico City draws 20,000+ 

Rey Bucanero suffers torn ACL 
Bo Rotunda has TV debut in Florida 
Linda Bolea responds to Brooke Hogan 
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2009 

June 15 (18) 


June 22 (24) 


Absolute crazy few days for WWE including: 

-5 title changes 
-Batista surgery 

-Umaga and Vickie Guerrero quit 
-Jeff Hardy future uncertain 
WWE Extreme Rules 6/7 card coverage 

-Chris Jericho wins IC title from Rey Mysterio 
-Tommy Dreamer wins ECW title in 3-way 
-Batista wins WWE title from Randy Orton 
-Jeff Hardy wins World Heavyweight vs. Edge 
-C.M. Punk wins World Heavyweight title from Jeff Hardy 
Good news and bad news when it comes to WWE PPV business 
WEC 41 6/7 card coverage 

Strikeforce announces Gina Carano vs. Cris Cyborg as 1st women’s main event on major 
show 

Strikeforce 6/6 card coverage 
Chela Salazar passes away 

CMLL holds first round to crown Universal champion 
Konnan and AAA win court case to appear at TripleMania 
Kenta Kobashi wins GHC hardcore title 
Linda takes Hulk’s dare and tests negative 

Bill to legalize MMA in New York moves out of committee and to state assembly 
Juanito Ibarra files suit vs. Tito Ortiz and various websites 
WWE hires back Chris Masters 

Lots of negative feedback to WWE’s Donna Goldsmith’s comments on MMA 
Talk that Mysterio gives WWE notice 

Mitsuharu Misawa dies tragically in the ring 6/13 

Go Shiozaki wins GHC title from Takeshi Rikio 6/14 

WWE’s latest big move, Donald Trump returns as new owner of Raw 6/15 

Ultimate MMA embarrassment; 48-year-old Ray Mercer knocks out Tim Sylvia 

UFC 99: Comeback 6/13 card coverage 

Nancy Benoit’s parents fde suit vs. Dr. Phil Astin III and others 

AAA TripleMania 17 6/13 card coverage; Dr. Wagner Jr. wins Super Mega heavyweight title 
ROH pulls out of PPV; G-Funk Entertainment announces deal with Dragon Gate USA 
Austin Aries becomes first two-time ROH champion 6/13 in 3-way vs. Jerry Lynn & Tyler 
Black 

Ric Flair and Cary Silken have backstage confrontation 

SoBe Entertainment files $15 million lawsuit vs. Paul "Big Show” Wight and WWE 

Felix Trinidad to referee Ray Gonzalez vs. La Pesadilla (Orlando Colon) match 

Cesar Valentino and Ted Tanabe pass away 

More on John Tolos 

Jerry Brisco suffers blocked artery 

Rey Mysterio didn’t give notice but where there is smoke, there is fire 
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2009 

June 29 (12) 


July 1 (12) 


July 6 (18) 


July 13 (18) 


Raw commercial free experiment with Donald Trump considered a success 

Ultimate Fighter 9 Finale 6/20 card coverage; James Wils and Ross Pearson win for Team 

U.K. 

TNA Slammiversary 6/21 card coverage 

-Beer Money win TNA tag team titles vs. Team 3-D 
-Kurt Angle wins TNA title from Mick Foley as Samoa Joe turns heel 
Billy Red Lyons passes away; brief career retrospect 
Brian Blair spends Father’s Day in jail after domestic dispute 
Ultimate Fighter 10 cast members 

Issues between Rey Mysterio and WWE apparently not settled 
WWE cuts Candice Michelle and Sim Snuka 
Dos Caras Jr./WWE story is back 

More on the career of Mitsuharu Misawa 

Ultimo Guerrero becomes first CMLL Universal champion, beating El Txano Jr. 

Tokyo Sports announces Akira Taue will be new president of Pro Wrestling NOAH 
Hiroshi Tanahashi wins IWGP title vs. Manabu Nakanishi 

WWE The Bash 6/28 card coverage 

-Rey Mysterio wins IC title from Chris Jericho 
-Chris Jericho & Edge win Unified tag team titles in 3-way 
-Michelle McCool wins womens title from Melina 
A look at the mid-card shake-up in WWE 

Unhappiness in UFC over decision to charge rights fee to fighter sponsors 

WWE Raw tapings 6/29 from San Jose converage 

Ultimate Chaos 6/27 MMA card coverage 

Lee Murray briefly a free man 

Ultimate Fighter season-by-season ratings 

La Parkita and Espectrito II found dead in hotel room 

Bud Osborne passes away 

Danny Lynch sentenced to life in prison 

Brian Christopher arrested in Tennessee 

Homicide wins X-Division title from Suicide 

UFC 100 being viewed as a milestone in MMA 

Edge suffers torn Achilles tendon; creative to revamp whatever long-term plans in place 
Misawa’s 7/4 funeral believed to be largest for an athlete in history 
Waldo Von Erich passes away 

Deaths of La Parkita and Espectrito II believed to be work of local gang 
Strikeforce heavyweight Lavar Johnson recovering from shooting 
Billy Red Lyons career retrospect 

Largest pro wrestling corwds by the year and analysis of biggest drawing cards 
Cookie Jar Entertainment signs deal for AAA live event tour and English TV show 
Ryusuke Taguchi & Prince Devitt win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Chris Sabin & Alex 
Shelley 

All charges vs. Brian Blair thrown out in domestic case 

Jacqueline Moore and Rudy Charles no longer with TNA 

Chuck Liddell and Charles “Mask” Lewis to be inducted in UFC Hall of Fame 


210 



Issue Date (pages) 
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2009 

July 20(18) 


July 27 (18) 


Aug. 3 (12) 


Aug. 5 (12) 


Aug. 10(18) 


UFC 100: Making History 7/11 card coverage 

Takahi Matsunaga passes away; the key architect of All Japan Women’s Pro Wrestling 

World Wrestling Council’s 36th anniversary 7/11 card coverage; B.J. wins Universal title 

Deaths of La Parkita and Espectrito II take new twists 

Vampiro suffers broken back in home invasion 

Itsuo Momota quits Pro Wrestling NOAH over new office regime 

Masato Tanaka wins Zero-One world title from Ryoji Sai 

Waterloo, IA Hall of Fame inductees 

TNA makes cost saving decision to host almost all PPVs out of Orlando 
Mark Cuban purchases some of Zuffa’s bonds giving him financial access 

Future direction of TNA hangs in the balance due to Jeff Jarrett/Karen Angle situation 
Josh Barnett fails drug test; out of Affliction main event vs. Fedor Emelianenko 
UFC 100 officially the largest grossing MMA event in North American history 
TNA Victory Road 7/19 card coverage 

-Angelina Love wins Knockouts title from Tara 
-Scott Steiner & Booker T win TNA tag team titles from Beer Money 
A look at the Brock Lesnar pro wrestler double standard in UFC 
Frank Mir starts cutting promos in campaign for a rematch 

Dream 7/20 card coverage; Marius Zaromskis wins welterweight title in tourney final 

WWE profits in first quarter by division 

Puerto Rico’s IWA 10th anniversary 7/19 card coverage 

Some largest gates by year updates 

Tony Rowney, The Ring Gladiator, passes away in the U.K. 

Affliction taps out, announces agreement with UFC 
WWE Night of Champions 7/26 card coverage 

-Jeff Hardy wins World Heavyweight title from C.M. Punk 
-Christian wins ECW title from Tommy Dreamer 
-Mickie James wins Divas title from Maryse 
Dragon Gate USA: Enter the Dragon (Open the Historic Gate) 7/25 card coverage 
Hulk Hogan divorce case finalized 
The latest on the Jeff Jarret TNA front 
TNA signs Elijah Burke 

Evidence something is brewing with UFC and ESPN 

Jeff Hardy leaving along with injuries to Edge and Matt Hardy have Vince on edge 

Biggest drawing cards in history, pt. II; based on years 

Fallout from Affliction going under continues; Fedor vs. Brock falls apart 

Lance Storm strongly indicates his 7/25 ROH match would be his last major match 

El Hijo del Fantasma wins CMLL middleweight title from Averno 

Ric Flair and Bret Hart bash each other on Live Audio Wrestling 

Winners and losers in Fedor sweepstakes won’t be known until a year from now 
Turmoil in TNA continues; Dutch Mantel and Savio Vega fired 
UFC signs Tito Ortiz along with several others from defunct Affliction promotion 
Karl Von Brauner passes away (career retrospect) 

CMLL Infierno en el Ring 7/31 card coverage 

OVW in trouble again as JBL pulls out sponsorship 

Association of Boxing Commissioners annoual conference highlights 

Kimo says he is going to sue over false death reports 

Sengoku 8/2 card coverage; Masanori Kanehara wins featherweight title 

WWE releases Brian Kendrick 

Jerry Lawler to run for mayor of Memphis 

Doug Williams & Brutus Magnus win IWGP titles from Team 3-D 
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2009 

Aug. 17 (12) 


Aug. 19 (12) 


Aug. 24(18) 


Aug. 31 (18) 


Sept. 7 (12) 


Four Horsemen reunite at NWA Legends Convention; highlights of the convention 
UFC 101: Declaration 8/8 card coverage 

Nick Diaz fails to take California Commission drug test; Strikeforce event changed again 
Scott D’Amore returning to TNA as an agent 
NJPW and TNA IWGP title change disputed 

Spike TV announces a Best of Pride Fighting Championships series for January 

War officially declared between UFC and Strikeforce 
Strikeforce signs 3 fight deal with Fedor Emelianenko 
WWE’s quarterly results 

WEC 8/9 card coverage; Brian Bowles wins bantamweight title from Miguel Torres 
A1 Tomko passes away (career retrospect) 

Karl Von Hess and The Great Zollo pass away 

Andrei Arlovski plays Russian roulette after loss to Brett Rogers 

Gina Carano vs. Cris Cyborg biggest match in women’s MMA history 
Kurt Angle arrested due to HGH in car after stalking charge by Rhaka Khan 
Linda McMahon considering running for Senate 
TNA & Spike sign new three year deal 

TNA Hard Justice 8/16 card coverage; Cody Deaner wins Knockout title in tag match 
Strikeforce 8/15 card coverage 

-Cris Cyborg wins women’s title 
-Gegard Mousasi wins light heavyweight title 
Togi Makabe wins NJPW G-l Climax tournament 
Gladys “Killem” Gillem passes away 

Valiente wins Mexican national welterweight title from Sangre Azteca 
Televisa sends message to AAA after AAA adds a show on Fox Sports Espanol 
Taz takes over for Don West as color commentator in TNA 
Ayako Hamada debuts in TNA 

Nevada State Athletic Commission adopts an instant replay rule 
Chuck Liddell announced as cast member of Dancing with the Stars 
Variety interviews Stephanie McMahon about guest host concept 
Mistico wins IWGP Jr. title from Tiger Mask 

WWE SummerSlam 8/23 card coverage; C.M. Punk wins World Heavyweight title from Jeff 
Hardy 

UFC announces Brock Lesnar vs. Shane Carwin as next title defense 
Brian Danielson reaches agreement with WWE 

AAA Verano de Escandalo 8/21 card coverage; Alex Koslov wins cruiserweight title in 5-way 
Battle between UFC & Golden Boy Promotions heats up 

DDT 8/23 card coverage; draws amazing 8,865 fans, Kota Ibushi wins KO-D title 
AAA & Televisa smooth things over 

Shawn Spears & Idol Stevens win WWC tag team titles from Thunder & Lightning 

UFC 102: Couture vs. Nogueira 8/29 card coverage 

Rey Mysterio suspended for 30 days for failing drug test 

AJPW 25th Anniversary of Keiji Muto debut 8/30 card coverage 

A look at Dragon Gate USA 9/4 PPV card (taped 7/26) and their business model 

Rhaka Kahn/Kurt Angle update 

Jeff Hardy signs deal with Fox 21 Studios for his reality show 
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2009 

Sept. 9 (12) 


Sept. 14 (18) 


Sept. 21 (20) 


Sept. 28 (26) 


The Rise & Fall of WCW DVD review 

Kobe police attempting to get charges pressed against Dragon Gate wrestlers over animal 
abuse 

Mad Dog Vachon inducted into Quebec Sports Hall of Fame 
Quinton Jackson gets role in A-Team movie 

A look at 2009 Hall of Fame candidates 

First ever meeting of Kenta Kobashi & Keiji Muto to headline Misawa tribute shows 

WWE expected to sign Nigel McGuiness 

Dragon Gate: Untouchable 9/6 (air date 11/6) card coverage 

Shota Chochoshvili passes away; quick career retrospect 

Butcher Brannigan passes away; quick career retrospect 

Angelina Love released by TNA due to visa issue 

Quinton Jackson pulls out of 12/12 Memphis UFC main event due to A-Team 
Musashi announces his retirement 

Jeff Hardy home drug raid leads to five drug related felony charges 

Hulk Hogan and Eric Bischoff announce Hulkamania Australian tour with Ric Flair 

Kurt Angle found not guilty in harassment charge 

There may be another head-to-head NYE battle in Japan 

WWE Breaking Point 9/13 card coverage; John Cena wins WWE title from Randy Orton 
A look at more 2009 Hall of Fame candidates 
Kerry Brown passes away (career retrospect) 

Power struggle going on in Pro Wrestling NOAH between Kenta Kobashi and Ryu Nakata 
Jim Cornette and Brian “B.G.” James released by TNA 
Angelina Love update 
Carl DeMarco leaves WWE 

Hall of Fame issue 

-Midnight Express, Konnan, Masa Saito and Roy Shire voted in 
-Everett Marshall inducted 

-Profiles on Everett Marshall, Midnight Express and Bill Miller 
UFC 103: Franklin vs. Belfort 9/19 card coverage 
Linda McMahon announces she is running for Senate 
Ultimate Fighter breaks all-time record for regular episode of the show 
Quinton Jackson UFC post in regards to A-Team; a look at the situation 
Strikeforce signs Herschel Walker; and a look ahead to Fedor Emelianenko vs. Brett Rogers 
TNA No Surrender 9/20 card coverage 
-A.J. Styles wins TNA title in 5-way 

-Sarita & Taylor Wilde win Knockouts tag team titles vs. The Beautiful People 
-ODB wins Knockouts title vs. Cody Deaner 
CMLL 9/18 Arena Mexico card coverage 
Charly Manson quits AAA 

Kensuke Sasaki & Takeshi Morishima win GHC tag team titles from Bison Smith & Akitoshi 
Saito 

Hulk Hogan announces new names for his tour 
TNA hires D-Lo Brown and Pat Kenney as agents 
Much more on Jim Cornette leaving 
Bret Hart talks with WWE 
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2009 

Oct. 5(18) 


Oct. 12 (12) 


Oct. 14 (12) 
Oct. 19 (18) 


Oct. 26 (18) 


3 different eras in 3 different promotions end over the weekend leaving questions about the 
future 

Pro Wrestling NOAH “Misawa, Always in Our Hearts” 9/27 card coverage 
May weather vs. Marquez does over 1 million buys 

AAA Heroes de Inmortales 9/26 card coverage; Extreme Tiger wins cruiserweight title 
More in depth CMLL 76th Anniversary card coverage 
UFC Fight Night 19 9/16 card coverage 

Satoshi Kojima wins AJPW Triple Crown vs. Yoshihiro Takayama 
Akebono & Ryota Hama win AJPW All Asian tag team titles 
Shinsuke Nakamura wins vacant IWGP title vs. Togi Makabe 
Lester Welch Sr. passes away (career retrospect) 

Leroy Redbone passes away 

Jim Cornette new Executive Producer of ROH TV show 
Lacey Von Erich debuts in TNA 

Nevada State rejects Big John McCarthy’s application for referee license 

WWE Hell In a Cell 10/4 card coverage 

-The Undertaker wins World Heavyweight title from C.M. Punk 
-Randy Orton wins WWE title from John Cena 
Roy “Big Country” Nelson vs. Kimbo Slice sets ratings record on The Ultimate Fighter 
Dream 10/6 card coverage; Shinya Aoki wins lightweight title from Joachim Hansen 
TNA raises PPV price for Bound for Glory 

Standard & Poor’s reports Zuffa proposes a $100 million incremental loan 
Linda McMahon’s campaign has already spent $1 million on advertising 

Issue profiles Hall of Fame inductee: Roy Shire 

25 most popular names in wrestling, boxing and MMA based on 2009 web interest 

Masahiro Chono’s 25th anniversary in wrestling 10/12 NJPW card coverage 

WEC 10/10 card coverage; Ben Henderson wins interim lightweight title vs. Donald Cerrone 

Perro Aguayo Jr. announces Perros Del Mai have closed a deal with Televisa 

Glamour Boy Shane wins Puerto Rico’s Universal title in 4-way; lots of title changes in 

Puerto Rico 

Beverly “B.J.” Race passes away 

Problems with Booker T in TNA come to a head and he is all but gone 
Versus/DirecTV tiff removes Versus from a huge percentage of homes 

Shane McMahon announces his resignation 
TNA Bound for Glory 10/18 card coverage 
-Team 3-D wins IWGP tag team titles 

-Doug Williams & Brutus Magnus win TNA tag team titles in 4-way 
K-l Dynamite NYE show officially announced 
Jim Ross suffers third attack of Bell’s Palsy 

Versus picked up by The Dish Network and in negotiations with DirecTV 
Bellator Fighting Championships announces three new television deals 
Ryuma Go passes away (career retrospect) 

Linda McMahon sets Connecticut Senate campaign record in spending 
Gran Davis Jr. passes away in Mexico 

Akebono & Don Fujii & Masaaki Mochizuki win Open the Triangle Gate titles 

Bill Goldberg & Maria Kanellis will be cast members on NBC’s Celebrity Apprentice 

Nathan Orton manages Bob Orton Jr. on indy show 

Nigel McGuinness debuts in TNA as Desmond Wolfe 

UFC and Dan Henderson fail to come to terms on new contract 

Ch. 4 in the U.K. will be doing TV special on Danny Lynch case, “My Beautiful Face” 

WWE makes last minute change to Bragging Rights PPV main event 
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2009 

Nov. 2 (24) 


Nov. 9 (16) 


Nov. 16 (20) 


Nov. 23 (18) 


Hulk Hogan and Eric Bischoff sign with TNA; other names floating around 
Brock Lesnar pulls out of UFC 106 due to illness 

Hustle president Nobuo Yamaguchi announces the folding of the promotion 
WWE Bragging Rights 10/25 card coverage; John Cena wins WWE title from Randy Orton 
UFC 104: Macida vs. Shogun 10/24 card coverage 
Captain Lou Albano passes away (career retrospect) 

Shane McMahon’s resignation update on possible reasons why 
Giorgio Petrosyan wins K-l World Max Grand Prix tournament 
Dream 10/25 card coverage 

Toshiaki Kawada wins Zero-One World title from Masato Tanaka 
Jim Ross update 

TNA in a state of confusion in the wake of the Hulk Hogan signing 
Hustle update 

Dragon Gate USA: Untouchable 11/6 (taped 9/6) card coverage 

Yoshinobu Kanemaru wins Pro Wrestling NOAH Jr. heavyweight tournament, wins GHC Jr. 
title vs. Jushin Liger 

NJPW announces the return of the Super J Cup 

Giant Bernard & Karl Anderson win NJPW G-l tag team tournament 

Update on Bill Miller’s biggest money angle 

El Hijo del Santo reps on both major Mexican promotions 

Thunder & Lightning win WWC tag team titles from Shawn Spears & Idol Stevens 
Several TNA stars ask for their release and are turned down 
M-l files lawsuit vs. Affliction for cancellation of show 

A look at the head-to-head Strikeforce vs. UFC prime time battle 

Strikeforce on CBS: Fedor vs. Brett Rogers 11/7 card coverage; Jake Shields wins 

middleweight title 

WWE quarterly investors conference call highlights 

Brock Lesnar diagnosed with mono; UFC scrambling for a main event 

NJPW 11/8 card coverage; Tiger Mask wins IWGP Jr. title from Mistico 

Adam Firestorm passes away 

Gabe Sapolsky announces new promotion “Evolve” 

Jan. 4 is targeted date for Hogan’s TNA television debut; Dixie Carter gives speech to talent 
Career of Brock Lesnar in question 

Jose Aldo Jr. wins WEC featherweight title from Mike Brown 

TNA Turning Point 11/15 card coverage 

UFC 105: Couture vs. Vera 11/14 card coverage 

Orig Williams passes away 

Adam Firestorm update 

Briscoe Brothers get WWE tryout 

Hulk Hogan’s “My Life Outside the Ring” book review 

Shane McMahon and Carl DeMarco meet with UFC 

More notes on the M-l/Affliction lawsuit 

WWE signs new 4-year deal with USA Network 

Linda McMahon resigns from WWE Board of Directors due to Senate run campaign 
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2009 

Nov. 30(18) 


Dec. 7 (12) 


Dec. 9 (12) 


Dec. 14 (18) 


Hulk Hogan/Ric Flair Australia tour coverage 11/21 Melbourne 
WWE Survivor Series 11/22 card coverage 
UFC 106: Ortiz vs. Griffin II 11/21 card coverage 
Mike LeBelle passes away (career retrospect) 

WEC 11/18 card coverage; Jose Aldo Jr. wins featherweight title from Mike Brown 
David tyner, MMA fighter from Oklahoma, turns himself in on murder warrant 
Pro Wrestling NOAH roster loaded with injuries 
ROH to debut live PPV internet viewing 

FEG and Sengoku make official announcement of combined NYE show 
WrestleMania 25 sets all-time gate record for pro wrestling event 

Dragon Gate USA: Freedom Fight 11/28 card coverage; BxB Hulk becomes first champion in 
4-way 

Two former Ultimate Fighter stars. War Machine and Junie Browning, in trouble with the law 

More Hogan/Flair Australia tour coverage 

Some Hogan divorce settlement details 

Massachusetts signs bill to regulate MMA 

Talk of WWE dropping ECW name 

Koki Kameda’s win of WBC flyweight title ended up as biggest match of its kind 
Hall of Fame bio: Masa Saito 

Swine flu ruins booking plans of AJPW tag team tournament 

More notes on Oreg Williams 

Renzo Grade signs lengthy deal with UFC 

Umaga passes away; quick career retrospect 

TNA makes announcement that Hulk Hogan’s debut will be 1/4 head-to-head with Raw 
Dan Henderson and Dana White take shots at each other after Hendo signs with Strikeforce 
Ultimate Fighter 10 finale 12/5 card coverage; Roy “Big Country’’ Nelson wins 
K-l World Grand Prix 12/5 final card coverage; Semmy Schiltt wins again 
Pro Wrestling NOAH 12/6 Budokan Hall card coverage 
-Takashi Sugiura wins GHC title from Go Shiozaki 

-Takeshi Rikio & Mohammed Yone win GHC tag team titles vs. Kensuke Sasaki & 
Takeshi Morishima 

Keiji Muto & Masakazu Funaki win AJPW Real World Tag League tournament 
CMLL Sin Salida 12/4 card coverage 

WWE issues statement based on brain studies of deceased wrestlers 
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2009 

Dec. 21 (18) 


Dec. 28 (12) 


Dec. 30 (12) 


Good chance Bret Hart will guest host Raw opposite Hulk Hogan’s TNA debut 
WWE tips their hand when it comes to WrestleMania 
UFC 107: Penn vs. Sanchez 12/12 card coverage 

Three main events for Japan’s biggest card of the year, NOAH vs. NJPW announced 
WWE Tables, Ladders & Chairs 12/13 card coverage 
-Sheamus wins WWE title from John Cena 
-Drew McIntyre wins IC title from John Morrison 
-DX wins tag team titles from Chris Jericho & Big Show 
Wrestling deaths works its way into Linda McMahon’s Senate campaign 
WWE clarifies certain aspects of its Wellness policy 
Tokyo Sports year-end awards winners 

Merger of Comcast and NBC Universal expected to have huge ramifications in sports world 
AAA Guerra de Titanes 12/11 card coverage; Mesias wins Super Mega title vs. Dr. Wagner 

Jr. 

Mariusz Pudzianowski draws biggest non-Japanese MMA rating in history 
Mistico wins FMLL world heavyweight title 
Amsterdam, NY Wrestling Hall of Fame announces 2010 inductees 
Bobby Lashley signs multi-year contract with Strikeforce 

UFC 107 PPV buy rate shocks pretty much everyone 

WWE, Strikeforce and WEC all have first run TV in prime time 12/19 

Strikeforce: Evollution 12/19 card coverage 

TNA Final Resolution 12/20 card coverage; Tara wins Knockouts title from ODB 
Tommy Dreamer gives notice to ECW; last appearance 12/20 on ECW 
Scott Hall to return to TNA on 1/4 show 

Spike announces they will be airing 10 one-hour prelim matches prior to PPVs 
WWE, THQ and Jakks Pacific settle various legal differences 

House Judiciary Committee holds hearing on illegal web streams of copyright material 
ROH 12/19 Final Battle card coverage; Briscoes win tag team titles from The American 
Wolves 

Naomichi Marufuji wins Super J Cup 
WEC 12/19 card coverage 

Perro Aguayo Jr. says Televisa thinking of dropping CMLL 
Colt Steele passes away 
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2010 

Jan. 4(16) 


Jan. 11 (12) 


Jan. 13(12) 


Jan. 18 (20) 


2009 business year-in-review; Biggest events and top draws, PPV buys and largest gates 

Bret hart returns to Raw days before the Monday Night Wars experiment 

Top 25 most popular based on U.S., top 10 on worldwide web interest 

UFC vs. WWE by market comparing year on year gains or losses 

Nelson “Doc” Hamilton trying to get MMA scoring system changed 

Don Frye announces retirement; a quick career retrospect 

Nikkan Sports pro wrestling awards, Mitsuharu Misawa wins MVP 

Cima & Gamma win Open the Twin Gate titles from Shingo Takagi & Yamato 

FMW runs reunion show; Atsushi Onita announces his retirement...again 

George Michael passes away 

HDNet Inside MMA Bazzie award winners 

FOX & Time Warner at an impasse, which could affect Smackdown 
Sarona Reiher (Snuka) signs developmental deal 

Steve “Dr. Death” Williams passes away; quick career retrospect 
TNA goes head-to-head with Raw; a look at the first week 
-TNA debuts Hogan, Flair, Hardy & more 

-Awesome Kong & Hamada win TNA Knockouts titles from Sarita & Taylor Wilde 
UFC heavyweight title situation to be decided this week 
K-l Dynamite! (12/31 card coverage) 

NJPW 1/4 Tokyo Dome card coverage; Naomichi Marufuji wins IWGP jr. title from Tiger 
Mask 

UFC 108: Evans vs. Silva (1/2 card coverage) 

Young Bucks debut with TNA; Angelina Love returns 

UFC signs Takanori Gomi 

FOX settles issues with Time Warner 

Shane McMahon sniffing around a lot of places 

Lots more notes on the Monday Night Wars 1/14; ODB wins Knockouts title from Tara 
Japanese New Year’s history big shows 

Georges St. Pierre seriously thinking of competing in the Olympics 
Major article in Stamford Advocate about political bombs fired at Linda McMahon 
Keichi Muto & Masakatsu Funaki win AJPW tag team titles from Minoru Suzuki & Taiyo 
Kea on 1/3 

Highlights of various recent Hulk Hogan interviews 
New York Times runs story on WWE/Mattel deal 
Bret Hart and Shawn Micahels hug on Raw 

UFC sells 10% interest in the company to Flash Entertainment in Abu Dhabi 

Bret Hart talks his return to WWE 

Tony Halme passes away; career retrospect 

UFC Fight Night 20; Maynard vs. Diaz (1/11 card coverage) 

WEC; Henderson vs. Varner (1/10 card coverage) 

Jim White passes away; quick career retrospect 

El Hijo del Santo & Perro Aguayo Jr. meet about merging companies 

Three new members of the Alvarado (Brazo’s) family debut in CMLL 

Japan Physical Culture Assc. Announces starting Hall of Fame; Rikidozan one of first 

inductees 

A look at the Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao bloot test issue 
Randy Orton blows cool on camera at Kofi Kingston over botched spot 
WWE signs 2 more second-generation wrestlers; Joshua Fatu and Super Nova 
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2010 

Jan. 25 (18) 


Feb. 1 (24) 


Feb. 8 (20) 


TNA Genesis (1/17 card coverage) 

-6-sided ring is gone 

-Matt Morgan & Hernandez win TNA tag team titles from Doug Williams & Brutus 
Magnus 

-Tara regains Knockouts title from ODB 
UFC making contingency plans to avoid running vs. Mayweather vs. Mosley 
Bob Shamrock passes away; quick retrospect 

Awesome Kong and Bubba the Love Sponge have backstage altercation 
A look at UFC vs. WWE head-to-head viewer patterns 
DGUSA Freedom Fight (1/22 (taped 11/28) card coverage) 

WWE’s roster 2009 win-loss record 
BJ wins Puerto Rican WWC Universal title from Noriega 
Katsuhisa Shibata and Ida Mae pass away 
Gabe Sapolsky’s Evolve promotion debuts 1/16 

Contradictory stories on TNA signing of Jeff Hardy; Ken Anderson working on per-night deal 
WWE to no longer work with Twentieth Century Fox or Lion’s Gate for movie distribution 

2009 Wrestling Observer Newsletter Awards 

-Chris Jericho retains Wrestler of the Year award 
TNA decides behind-the-scenes to go full-tiem on Monday night 
Brock Lesnar claims he is healthy and would return this summer 
Georgiann Makropolous passes away; quick bio 

DGUSA PPV taping (1/23 card coverage); Davey Richards regains FIP title from Masaaki 
Mochizuki 

Major changes in AAA expected in the next week or so 

Yoshihiro Takayama & Takuma Sano win the NOAH 2010 Global Tag League tournament 
NJPW goes through major budget cutting; Masa Chono not re-signed 
Akira Maeda announces running for House of Councilors 
Update on Awesome Kong/Bubba story 

More on the Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao blood test issue 

WWE settles lawsuit with Jody Hamilton over Deep South Wrestling developmental territory 

Jack Brisco passes away; quick career retrospect 

March 1 confirmed as the start of the new era of Monday Night Wars 

Vince announces the end of ECW in three weeks to be replaced by new show, NXT 

WWE Royal Rumble (1/31 card coverage) 

-Edge wins 

-Mickie James wins WWE women’s title vs. Michelle McCool 
Strikeforce (1/30 card coverage) 

-Nick Diaz becomes first welterweight champion 
-debut of Herschel Walker 

Chris Jericho & Shane Helms arrested for public intoxication 
Marist poll of New York voters negative on UFC 
Asashoryu sumo career in jeopardy 

Akebono & Shinjiro Otani win NWA Intercontinental tag team titles from Ikuto Hidaka & 
Munenori Sawa 

Davey Richards re-signs with ROH; ROH files lawsuit vs. Ric Flair 
Rob Terry wins TNA Global title from Eric Young 1/27 
WEC to hold first PPV in May 

HDNet announces multi-year deal with King of the Cage 
WWE announces Antonio Inoki for their Hall of Fame 
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2010 

Feb. 15(12) 


Feb. 17(12) 

Feb. 22 (20) 


Mar. 1 (18) 


Six weeks left to WrestleMania; theme is teasing things and then pulling back on them 

UFC 109: Relentless (2/6 card coverage); Couture vs. Coleman 

More on Davey Richards leaving DGUSA and Evolve 

Ron Simmons retires; quick career retrospect 

TNA doesn’t offer Scott Steiner new contract; Scott D’Amore leaves 

NXT to debut 2/23 with Bryan Danielson and Kaval (Lo Ki) 

Linda McMahon campaign notes 

WWE announces Ted DiBiase for Hall of Fame 

Big Show & Miz win unified tag team titles from DeGeneration X 2/28 

Jack Brisco obituary issue 

UFC releases Mark Coleman, Frank Trigg, Rolles Grade, Phillipe Nover & Tim Hague 

WWE 2/11 investor’s conference highlights 
NXT to debut 2/23; a look at the cast members 

TNA Against All Odds (2/14 card coverage); officially announce 3/8 as move to Monday 
night 

Jack Brisco funeral; more notes; Brisco history in St. Louis and Japan 
NJPW Sumo Hall (2/14 card coverage) 

Negro Casas wins CMLL middleweight titelfrom El Hijo del Fantasma 
Volador Jr. wins Mexican light heavyweight title from Mistico 

Cima & Gamma win vacant DGUSA Open the Twin Gate titles vs. Masato Yoshino & Naruki 
Doi 

Human Tornado announces retirement 

Charles Baillargeon passes away 

Tyler Black wins ROH title from Austin Aries 2/13 

Linda McMahon and Lawrence O’Donnell discussion on steroids and wrestling on MSNBC 
highlights 

Ezekiel Jackson becomes last ECW champion beating Christian 2/16 

WWE Elimination Chamber (2/21 card coverage) 

-John Cena wins WWE title, then Batista wins it vs. John Cena 
-Chris Jericho wins World Heavyweight title 
UFC 110: Nogueira vs. Valasquez (2/21 card coverage) 

WWE announces dropping names of certain PPVs including Survivor Series 
Ric Flair’s new bride Jacqueline arrested for his assault makes headlines 
Listing of the top 15 most matches by wrestlers in WWE 

Ricky Marvin & Taiji Ishimori win GHC jr. tag team titels from Genba Hirayanagi & 
Yoshinobu Kanemaru 
More notes on Jack Brisco 

Ron Martinez, Frank Martinez and Red Eakin pass away 
Ken Shamrock loses lawsuit vs. UFC 
UFC files suit vs. website for streaming PPV 
WWE announces Wendi Richter for Hall of Fame 
Maryse wins WWE Divas title from Gail Kim 
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2010 

Mar. 8 (12) 


Mar. 10 (12) 


Mar. 15 (18) 


Mar. 22 (18) 


Frank Mir in hot water over radio show comments 
Official cause of death for Edward “Umaga” Fatu 
TMZ releases 911 call made by Flair’s stepdaughter 
Awesome Kong files lawsuit vs. Bubba the Love Sponge 
Strikeforce second CBS show announced for 4/17; a look at the card 
DGUSA Fearless PPV (3/5 (taped 1/23) card coverage) 

Chuck Liddell nude Reebok commercial appears on YouTube 
Fertittas’ Station Casinos reaches agreement with creditors 

WWE cuts Paul Burchill, Gregory Helms, Maria, Charlie Haas and Scott Armstrong 
WWE announces Maurice “Mad Dog” Vachon for Hall of Fame 

UFC considering putting on live show head-to-head vs. Strikeforce 

UFC signs James Toney after being critical of Strikeforce using Herschel Walker 

More details on WWE 2009 business from annual 10-K report 

Rob Simmons campaign sends grandstanding letter to Linda McMahon 

Pro Wrestling NOAH Budokan Hall (2/28 card coverage) 

Examination of the demographic composition of fan bases 
AJPW/NJPW Korakuen Hall (2/28 card coverage) 

Blue Demon Jr. says is aligned with Los Perros del Mai and that NWA does not recognize 
current champs 

Super Shisa wins Dragon Gate Open the Brave Gate title from K-Ness 

U.S. Supreme Court rules against Hustler in Nancy Benoit case 

More notes on Ron Martinez 

More notes on Jack Brisco in Australia 

George Tragos/Lou Thesz Hall of Fame to induct: 

-Terry Funk, Butcher Vachon, George Gordienko, Warren Bockwinkel and Stanislaus 
Zbyszko 

Lots more on Linda McMahon campaign 

Michelle McCool wins WWE women’s title from Mickie James 2/26 

Week one of new Monday Night Wars turns into sad reality for TNA 
Velvet Sky & Madison Rayne win vacated TNA Knockouts title in 3-way 3/8 
WEC 3/6 card coverage; Dominick Cruz wins bantamweight title from Brian Bowles 
Angelo Poffo passes away; career retrospect 

Samurai drama type show featuring pro wrestling matches produced in Japan 
AAA announces business alliance with TNA 
Elementary school in Ontario to be named after Tiger Jeet Singh 
Eddie Edwards wins ROH TV title tournament 3/6 

Shawn Michaels could be retiring next week 

Sandy Scott, John Hill and Henry Wittenberg pass away; quick career retrospects 
Electroshock wins AAA Super Mega heavyweight title from Mesias 
La Parka and L.A. Park to feud in AAA over gimmick 
Monday Night Wars week 2 analysis 
Corsica Joe passes away 

Adam Pearce wins NWA title 3/14 in 3-way over Blue Demon Jr. and Phil Shatter 
Gorgeous George and Bob Ueker added to WWE Hall of Fame class of 2010 
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2010 

Mar. 29 (18) 


Apr. 5 (24) 


Apr. 12 (18) 


Apr. 19 (20) 


WrestleMania preview 

UFC on Versus: Vera vs. Jones (3/21 card coverage) 

TNA Destination X (3/21 card coverage) 

Baron Mikel Scicluna passes away; career retrospect 
Ultimate Fighter 11 preview 

AJPW Tokyo Sumo Hall (3/21 card coverage); Ryota Hama wins Triple Crown vs. Satoshi 
Kojima 

CMLL El Homeaje a Dos Leyendas (3/17 card coverage); Felino loses his mask to La Sombra 
Dragon Gate Sumo Hall (3/22 card coverage); Yamato wins Open the Dream Gate title from 
Naruki Doi 

Bill Goldberg becomes first pro wrestler to be inducted into National Jewish Sports Hall of 
Fame 

TNA releases Awesome Kong 

UFC essentially banned from TV in Germany 

WrestleMania 26 (3/28 card coverage) 

-Shawn Michaels retires 
-John Cena wins WWE title vs. Batista 
WrestleMania records 

UFC 111: St. Pierre vs. Hardy (3/27 card coverage) 

Global Research group releases annoual survey on mainstream popularity of pro wrestling 

Ultimate Warrior writes long piece on website of why he was not part of WWE Hall of Fame 

ROH 3/26-27 card coverage; DGUSA 3/27 card coverage 

Top 25 most popular by Google Search 

Tom Burton and Jack Savage pass away 

TNA releases Nasty Boys and Consequences Creed 

Jack Swagger wins World Heavyweight title 

Chris Kanyon passes away; career retrospect 

Lance Storm posts furious blog on website after TNA 4/5 show with hard unprotected 
charishot 

ROH The Big Bang IPPV (4/3 card coverage); Christopher Daniels returns after TNA release 
UFC Fight Night 21 (4/1 card coverage) 

Anderson Silva breaks UFC record for longest title reign 

Linda McMahon campaign takes another media hit; this time the Hartford Courant 
Texas Stadium to be imploded 4/11; a look at major cards 
Angelina Love wins TNA Knockouts title by opening briefcase 
Matt Morgan declares himself TNA tag team champions 4/5 

Smackdown to move from MyNetwork to Syfy in the fall, NXT to be cancelled; an analysis 
of the move 

A letter from Kanyon to Stephanie McMahon in 2006 

Letter from Linda McMahon to Pat Patterson in 1989 becomes big story in The Day in CT 
UFC 112: Invincible (4/10 card coverage); Frankie Edgar wins lightweight title from B.J. 

Penn 

Minoru Suzuki wins AJPW Champion Carnival tournament 

Bellator Fighting Championships debuts on Fox Sports Net and Comcast stations 

Anderson Silva hints at moving to 170 to challenge GSP 
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2010 

Apr. 26 (12) 


Apr. 28 (12) 


May 3 (18) 


May 10 (24) 


Two of the most important shows of the year when it comes to long-term taking place within 
1 week 

Volcanic eruption in Iceland leads to one of the most unique weeks in WWE history 
TNA takes new direction after disappointing Monday ratings; RVD wins TNA title from A.J. 
Styles 4/19 

TNA Lockdown (4/18 card coverage) 

-Kazarian wins vacant X title 
-Madison Rayne wins Knockouts title 

Arizona Republic runs story on Luther Reigns recovering from serious stroke 
Mr. Hito passes away 

Gene Kiniski passes away; career retrospect 
Strikeforce CBS (4/17 card coverage) 

-King Mo wins light heavyweight title vs. Gegard Mousasi 
-brawl after Jake Shields vs. Dan Henderson main event 
Situation between Jim Cornette, Vince Russo and TNA get strang, ending in legal threats 
Tiger Mask wins Dragon Gate Open the Brave Gate title vs. Super Shisa 
Bison Smith & Keith Walker win NOAH GHC tag team titles from Takeshi Rikio & 
Mohammed Yone 

Ryusuke Taguchi & Prince Devitt vacate IWGP jr. tag team titles 

More notes on Mr. Hito 

Steve Stack and George Grant pass away 

Dana White puts B.J. Penn’s book “Why I Fight” on the map this week 
Hart Dynasty win WWE tag team titles 4/26 

TNA breaks all-time record rating low on Spike 
Highlights of WWE draft on Raw 
WEC 1st PPV (4/24 card coverage); Aldo vs. Faber 
Tito Ortiz arrested on felony domestic violence charges 

WWE releases Mickie James, Shelton Benjamin, Mike Knox, Jimmy Wang Yang, Kung Fu 
Naki, Katie Lea Burchill and Slam Master J 

WWE Extreme Rules (4/25 card coverage); Beth Phoenix wons WWE Women’s title from 
Michelle McCool 

NWA sends cease and desist order to CMLL about billings as NWA champions 
Cauliflower Alley Club banquet highlights 

TNA concedes and announces moving back to Thursday night “based on market research” 

WWE shareholders meeting highlights 

Pro Wrestling NOAH Budokan Hall (5/2 card coverage) 

Hall of Fame biography on Konnan 

Dixie Carter fires Bubba the Love Sponge after radio interview 

Shinya “Togi” Makabe wins IWGP title from Shinsuke Nakamura 5/3; Jushin Liger wins 
CMLL middleweight title from Negro Casas; Yuji Nagata & Wataru Inoue win IWGP tag 
team titles in 3-way 

Minoru Suzuki wins AJPW Triple Crown from Ryota Hama 5/2 

Big Daddy Voodoo & Taru win All Asian tag team titles from Akebono & Ryota Hama 4/29 
Jim Ross’ contract expires but still with WWE; Tara leaving TNA when contract expires 
Kevin Nash & Scott Hall win TNA tag team titles from Matt Morgan & Samoa Joe 
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2010 

May 17 (18) 


May 24(18) 


May 31 (18) 


June 7(18) 


An analysis of WWE’s first quarter results 

UFC 113: Machida vs. Shogun 2 (5/8 card coverage) 

-Shogun wins light heavyweight title 
-Paul Daley fired 

DGUSA Mercury (5/14 (taped 3/27) card coverage) 

WWE Mexico tour a phenomenal success 

Hiroshi Tanahashi, Taichi & Okumura win CMLL trios titles from Garza, El Hijo del 
Fantasma & La Mascara 
Supremo passes away in Mexico 

Koji Kanemoto & El Samurai win IWGP jr. tag team titles in one-night tournament 

Kinji Shibuya passes away; quick career retrospect 

Deflated morale in TNA after Thursday night announcement 

Layla wins WWE women’s title vs. Beth Phoenix and Michelle McCool 

TNA return to Thursday ratings lead to lots of red flags 

TNA Sacrifice (5/16 card coverage); Douglas Williams wins X Division title from Kazarian 

Kinji Shibuya obituary issue 

Strikeforce Heavy Artillery (5/15 card coverage) 

Linda McMahon’s campaign strikes big blow to Richard Blumenthal campaign 
Susumu Yokosuka & K-Ness win Open the Twin Gate titles from Cyber Kong & Shingo 
Takagi 

Andre Baker passes away in U.K., Jet Monroe passes away 
HBO movie being worked on about Spitnik Monroe 
Bret Hart wins U.S. title from The Miz 5/17 

Between injuries, vacations and leaving, WWE’s plans constantly changing 
WWE Over the Limit (5/23 card coverage) 

-Kofi Kingston wins IC title from Drew McIntyre 
-Batista’s last match 

Fuel added to already blazing fire between Rashad Evans and Rampage Jackson 
Rusher Kimura passes away; career retrospect 

One of the biggest head-to-head battles of the year coming up in Mexico City 
Scott Hall arrested for disorderly intoxication and resisting arrest 
Linda McMahon officially endorsed for Repulican party 

Go Shiozaki & Atsushi Aoki win AAA tag team titles from Takeshi Morishima & Taiji 
Ishimori 5/23 
Mighty Inoue retires 

UFC opens Canadian office in Toronto headed by Tom Wright; loses TV in Germany 
WWE releases Carlito 

Bret Hart vacates U.S. title to be Raw G.M.; R-Truth wins vacant title vs. The Miz 
UFC 114: Rampage vs. Evans (5/29 card coverage) 

Injuries to The Undertaker and Randy Orton have WWE pushing new acts 

Wade Barrett wins first season of WWE NXT; a look at the cast of season 2, which includes 

third generation stars 

Tito Ortiz had major neck surgery two months ago, wasn’t allowed to reveal until now due to 
TUF 

Survey results show more than ten million homes going to drop cable or satellite due to costs 
Dream Saitama Super Arena (5/29 card coverage) 

More notes on Mr. Hito from Ross Hart 

Keiji Muto & Masakatsu Funaki vacate AJPW world tag team titles due to surgery 

More notes on Rusher Kimura 

Max Whitehead passes away in Australia 

Matt Hughes inducted into UFC Hall of Fame 

Jim Ross signs new WWE contract with various responsibilities 
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2010 

June 14 (12) 


June 16 (12) 


June 21 (18) 


June 28 (12) 


June 30 (12) 


Raw three-hour special (6/7 coverage); the debut of the Nexus and analysis of the angle 
AAA TripleMania (6/6 card coverage) 

-Jack Evans wins AAA Cruiserweight title in 4-way 
-Octagoncito wins AAA minis title in 8-way 

-Silver King & El Hijo del Gladiador win AAA tag team titles from Go Shiozaki & 
Atsushi Aoki 

-Dr. Wagner Jr. wins AAA Super Mega title from Electroshock 
-L.A. Park vs. La Parka winner gets the gimmick; match ends in no contest 
CMLL Sin Salida (6/6 card coverage) 

Vampiro claims he was kidnapped en-route to media appearance 

Chris Jericho named host of ABC prime time game show called “Downfall” 

Gene Kiniski obituary issue 

Distrito Federal Box y Lucha commission overturns result of L.A. Park vs. La Parka match 
Lots of unrest in CMLL as guarantees pulled from several wrestlers 
Amsterdam, NY Hall of Fame inducts Stan Hansen and Mil Mascaras 
Rocket Monroe and Jack Taylor pass away 

WWE fires Bryan Danielson over Raw angle; biggest talk of the wrestling world 
UFC 115; Liddell vs. Franklin (6/12 card coverage); first UFC event in Vancouver 
Prince Devitt wins NJPW Best of the Super Junior tournament 
TNA Slammiversary (6/13 card coverage) 

Batista update since leaving WWE 

Grizzly Smith passes away; quick career retrospect 

TNA releases Scott Hall; tag team titles vacated; ODB quits 

UFC Undisputed 2010 video game sales very disappointing 

The Miz wins U.S. title in 4-way 6/21 

A look at Martha Hart lawsuit vs. WWE and the McMahons 
WWE Fatal 4-Way (6/20 card coverage) 

-Sheamus wins WWE title from John Cena 
-Rey Mysterio wins World Heavyweight title in 4-way 
-Alicia Fox wins women’s title in 4-way 
WWE sets non-PPV record at MSG (6/19 card coverage) 

Court McGee wins season 11 of The Ultimate Fighter vs. Kris McCray 
NJPW (6/19 card coverage) 

-Prince Devitt wins IWGP Jr. title vs. Naomichi Marufuji 
-Giant Bernard & Karl Anderson win IWGP tag team titles in 3-way 
Trent Acid passes away 

Alberto Del Rio vignette on Raw preparing for his debut 

Grizzly Smith obituary issue 
WEC 49 (6/20 card coverage) 

ROH Death Before Dishonor VIII (6/19 card coverage) 

Jerry Jenkins passes away 
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2010 

July 5 (18) 


July 12 (18) 


July 19 (12) 


July 21 (12) 


Strikeforce (6/26 card coverage); hell freezes over as Fabricio Verdum taps out Fedor 
Emelianenko 

Frank Shamrock retires; career retrospect 
Scorpio passes away; career retrospect 

Gene Kiniski championship matches in Japan plus main events in St. Louis 
Michael Kirman becomes third known death in MMA 
Bryan Danielson’s return to indie scene since WWE release 
TNA more aggressive in regards to Paul Heyman 

Major blow in UFC running in New York during state House budget discussions 

UFC cuts Keith Jardine, David Loiseau plus 4 TUF fighters 

Undertaker marries Michelle McCool 

Vince bans Flair-style chops 

Ricky Steamboat injured in Nexus angle 

A look ahead for Brock Lesnar 

Steamboat fighting for life in Tampa hospital 

UFC 116; Lesnar vs. Carwin (7/3 card coverage) 

DGUSA Uprising (7/9 (taped 5/8) card coverage) 

TNA Brooklyn (7/2 card coverage); highest attended non-PPV event in its history 
Toni Gant (Adams) passes away 

Taiyo Kea & Akebono win vacant AJPW World tag team titles vs. Suwama & Ryota Hama 

Bryan Danielson website comments about his WWE firing 

Strikeforce releases Jake Shields 

Bret Hart writes about Martha’s lawsuit vs. WWE 

Dixie Carter’s surprise in TNA is ECW reunion angle 
A quick look at Cain Velasquez 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 10th anniversary (7/10 card coverage) 

TNA Victory Road (7/11 card coverage) 

-Motor City Machine Guns win TNA tag team titles vs. Beer Money 
-Angelina Love wins Knockouts title from Madison Rayne 
Dream 15 (7/10 card coverage) 

WWC Anniversario (7/11 card coverage) 

-Ray Gonzales wins Universal title vs. Scott Steiner 
-Orlando Colon wins Puerto Rican title from Carlitos 
-Thunder & Lightning win tag team titles in 3-way 
Masato Yoshino wins Open the Dream Gate title from Yamamoto 7/11 
Tons of talk about new promotion to start in Florida that has signed 30-40 wrestlers run by 
Sean Davis 

A.J. Styles wins TNA Global title from Rob Terry; Madison Rayne wins Knockouts title from 

Angelina Love 

HHH has secret arm surgery 

Jerry Lawler files lawsuit vs. Corey Maclin over Memphis video library 

AAA star Dr. Wagner Jr. appears on CMLL border city show; shock waves that he may jump 
History of one million buy North American PPV events 
April/May business comparisons 

Popitekus, Steve Stanlee and Cowboy Bradley pass away; La Imagen dies in drug shoot out 
More on the “Sean Davis Project” 

Dan Gable Museum/Lou Thesz Hall of Fame inductee notes 
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WWE Money in the Bank (7/18 card coverage) 

-Kane wins WWE title from Rey Mysterio; sets record 
TNA in booking holding pattern planning ECW show, more on Paul Heyman 
WWE roster directory 

Impact Fighting Championship (7/17 card coverage) 

Lucha Libre: Masked Warriors debuts on MTV 2 

Charleston Post Courier runs editorial asking MMA to be banned after death of Michael 
Kirkham 

Hector Garza & Aguila win CMLL tag team titles from Sombra & Volador Jr. 7/16 
AAA sends out press release regarding Dr. Wagner Jr. 

Ricky Cruzz wins Puerto Rican IWA title from Rick Stanley 

Prince Devitt & Ryusuke Taguchi win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Koji Kanemoto & El 
Samurai 

Steve McMichael inducted into College Football Hall of Fame 
More on Lawler lawsuit 

New York Times runs story on Linda McMahon and WWE 

Hall of Fame preview; a look at the best performers of the 00s 
DGUSA Enter the Dragon first anniversary (7/24 card coverage) 

DDT Tokyo Sumo Hall (7/25 card coverage) 

El Hijo del Santo files suit vs. AAA over DVD release 

Jim Cornette returning to OVW and Danny Davis to be heavily involved 

More on Sean Davis project and signings 

Hamada & Taylor Wilde win TNA Knockouts tag team titles from Velvet Sky & Lacey Von 
Erich 7/27 

Most popular stars based on U.S., Canada and worldwide Google searches 

Linda McMahon’s campaign gets boost after latest Quinnipiac University poll; Tom Cole 

issue resurfaces 

UFC on Versus: Jones vs. Matyushenko (8/1 card coverage) 

TNA roster directory 

Boston Globe does feature profile on Dana White 

Rally Pro Lemon Films looking at going back to 60s and 70s pro wrestling movie genre 

Tiger Mask wins Osaka Pro Wrestling title from Cima 7/29 

Bobby Hennan suffers serious injuries 

Highspots files lawsuit vs. Ric Flair 

TNA suspends Samoa Joe 

UFC files lawsuit vs. Pavia Holdings over UFC contracts to competitor to emulate them 
Dolph Ziggler wins IC title from Kofi Kingston 

Linda McMahon captures Republican nomination for Senator 

Chael Snnen’s promos turn little interest PPV into a blockbuster 

TNA Hardcore Justice (8/8 card coverage); ECW reunion show 

ROH champion Tyler Black agrees to WWE developmental contract 

TNA vacates World title due to “injury” to RVD 8/10; Angelina Love wins Knockouts title 

from Madison Rayne 

Bellator files lawsuit vs. UFC for contract tampering with Johnathan Brookins 
Stamford Advocate endorses Rob Simmons and writes editorial on McMahon 
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Sept. 6 (12) 


WWE second investor’s conference highlights 
UFC 117: Silva vs. Sonnen (8/8 card coverage) 

Shelton Benjamin wins WWC Universal title from Ray Gonzales 7/31 

Minneapolis Star Tribune lists formation of AWA as 5th of 50 greatest pop culture moments 

in Minnesota 

Jay Larkin passes away 

Lawler letter to all major Memphis media answering claims made by Cory Maclin 

Lance Cade passes away; career retrospect 
WWE SummerSlam (8/15 card coverage) 

-The surprise return of Bryan Danielson 
-Melina wins WWE Divas title 

Ontario announces it would allow MMA and regulate it under the Athletic Commission 
Shane Carwin and Kurt Angle among those named at sentencing of Applied Pharmacy case 
NJPW 20th G-l Climax tournament final (8/15 card coverage); Satoshi Kojima wins 
AAA verano de Escandalo (8/14 card coverage) 

Former NWA titles renamed CMLL Historic titles due to NWA cease and desist order 
Empire Film Group purchases rights for movie on the life of Frank Gotch 
ROH fires Adam Pearce as booker and replaces him with Hunter Johnston (Delirious); a look 
at the change 

Lots of divisiveness in TNA locker room between long-time existing and new talent 
Paul Heyman interview by Ariel Helwani highlights 

WWE suspends Tiffany indefinitely due to arrest on domestic disturbance after Playboy 
mansion party 

WWE changes names of Unified tag team titles to WWE tag team titles and makes one set of 
belts 

Skandor Akbar passes away; career retrospective 

Strikeforce (8/21 card coverage); Rafael Cavalcante wins light heavyweight title from King 
Mo 

WEC 50: Cruz vs. Benavides (8/18 card coverage) 

Pro Wrestling NOAH 10th anniversary (8/22 card coverage) 

-Tiger Mask & Koji Kanemoto win GHC jr. tag team titles from Ricky Marvin & Taiji 
Ishimori 

History of NJPW singles championships 

Ted Allen passes away; quick career retrospective 

TNA releases Homicide, Tomko and Rose Lottalove 

Runkalibrun.com details government’s evidence in Applied Pharmacy case 

WWE releases Serena 

Follow-up notes on Lance Cade as well as Christopher Nowinski comments 

UFC 118: Edgar vs. Penn 2 (8/28 card coverage) 

Luna Vachon passes away; quick career retrospect 

AJPW (8/29 card coverage); Kohei Suwama wins Triple Crown 

WWE third season NXT all women’s show line-up 

Tony Bourne passes away; quick career retrospect 

Signed talent get letter from Sean Davis project regarding late start date 

Future of Lucha Libre Masked Warriors on MTV 2 very much in question 

Mickey Garagiola and J.C. Bailey pass away 

Chris Jericho’s contract nearing end; has not re-signed 

Kaval wins NXT 
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Fighting Entertainment Groups (K-l and Dream) says needs new investment money to 
continue past this year 

Kotetsu Yamamoto, Anton Geesink, Arpad Weber and Espanto II pass away; career 
retrospects 

Canadian Medical Assoc, calls for ban of MMA 

A linear look at who really is #1 in MMA 

Pac wins Open the Brave Gate title in 8/29 tournament 

UFC announces Mark Fischer as VP and Managing Director of UFC Asian operations based 
in China 

Yves Lavigne comments to Journal de Montreal regarding GSP vs. Koscheck 
Lance Cade death in the news again 

TNA No Surrender (9/5 card coverage) 

Death of wrestlers who have worked in WWE continues to be significant issue in McMahon 
campaign 

CMLL Mexico City (9/3 card coverage); Olimpico loses his mask 
MMA title lineage correction 

Pedro Castro, Herb Larson and Randy Morse pass away 

Jim Neidhart arrested for possession, trafficking, burglary and third degree grand theft 
Joe Warren wins Bellator featherweight title vs. Joe Soto 
HHH officially named Senior Advisor in WWE 

Matt Hardy’s future in WWE in question after European behavioral issue 

Hall of Fame preview issue 

ROH Glory by Honor IX (9/11 card coverage) 

-Roderick Strong wins ROH title from Tyler Black 
Mike Shaw and La Fiera pass away; career retrospects 
Mascara Dorada wins CMLL welterweight title from Negro Casas 9/7 
Keith Walker & Bison Smith vacate GHC tag team titles 
Kevin Nash makes some strange posts on 9/9 
Jerry Lawler’s Memphis Championship Wrestling is dead 
Report from WWE training camp 

Hall of Fame issue 

-Rey Mysterio and Chris Jericho voted in 
-Wladek Zbyszko inducted 
-Profiles on Chris Jericho and Wladek Zbyszko 
WWE announces significant change in wellness policy; bans Somas and all muscle relaxers 
Chael Sonnen tests positive for testosterone 
WWE Night of Champions (9/19 card coverage) 

-Randy Orton wins WWE championship in 6-way 
-Daniel Bryan wins U.S. title from The Miz 
-Michelle McCool unifies women’s titles vs. Melina 
-Cody Rhodes & Drew McIntyre win tag team titles in gauntlet match 
UFC Fight Night 22 (9/15 card coverage) 

Yoshihiro Takayama & Takuma Sano capture vacant GHC tag team titles vs. Bison Smith & 
Akitoshi Saito 

Matt Hardy attempting to get WWE release 
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Oct. 20 (12) 


UFC 119: Mir vs. Cro Cop (9/25 card coverage) 

Gian Gonzalez passes away; career retrospect 
WWE MSG (9/25 card coverage) 

Dream (9/25 card coverage) 

-Gegard Mousasi wins light heavyweight title tournament vs. Tatsuya Mizuno 
Pro Wrestling NOAH Budokan Hall (9/26 card coverage) 

Mistico does interview with Record saying he is unhappy with CMLL direction 
DGUSA PPV taping (9/25 (airing 11/12) card coverage) 

Inoki Genome Federation JCB Hall (9/25 card coverage); Tim Sylvia debuts as pro wrestler 

Matt Hardy craziness continues 

Trevor Murdoch talks about Lance Cade 

Chris Jericho punted by Randy Orton to write his character out 

WWE Hell in a Cell (10/3 card coverage); John Cena forced to join the Nexus 
FEG promoter Sadaharu Tanigawa announces company’s target for NYE is Asashoryu 
WEC 51: Aldo vs. Gamburyan (9/30 card coverage) 

AAA Heroes Inmortales (10/1 card coverage) 

Barron’s publishes negative story on WWE 

La Mascara wins CMLL light heavyweight title from Volador Jr. 10/5 

Carlitos Colon wins Puerto Rican title from Orlando Colon; B.J. & Chicano win tag team 

titles from Thunder & Lightning 

Daisuke Sekimoto wins Zero One title from Chris the Bambikiller 9/9 

Little Brutus and Gilbert Guerrero pass away (just reported, but happened earlier in the year) 

ROH informs Austin Aries, Necro Butcher, Erick Stevens and Dark City Fight Club won’t be 

used for a while 

Chris Jerisho’s contract expires 

Linda McMahon gets lots of negative publicity after speaking before National Fed. Of 
Independent Business 

TNA Bound for Glory (10/10 card coverage) 

-Jeff Hardy wins vacant TNA title in 3-way; turns heel 
-Tara wins Knockouts title in 4-way 
Lots of talk NTV in Japan will bring pro wrestling back 
Strikeforce: Diaz vs. Noons (10/9 card coverage) 

-Marloes Coenen wins welterweight tile from Sarah Kaufman 
NJPW Tokyo Sumo Hall (10/11 card coverage) 

-Satoshi Kojima wins IWGP title from Togi Makabe 

-Kenny Omega & Kota Ibushi win IWGP jr. tag team titles from Prince Devitt & 

Ryusuke Taguchi 

Mickie James debuts in TNA; Madison Rayne wins Knockouts title from Tara 10/11 
More Matt Hardy shenanigans 

Toxicology reports come back for Lance Cade and Luna Vachon 
A look ahead to Lesnar vs. Velasquez 
June/July/August business comparisons 
Batista update on what he’s up to and his future 

Perry Aguayo Jr. says he has contacted Mistico and Ultimo Guerrero about jumping to Petros 

Del Mai 

North Korea releases Antonio Inoki postage stamp 
NWA announces 2010 Hall of Fame class: 

-Ed Chuman, Buddy Rogers, Danny Hodge, Dan Severn, Shinya Hashimoto, Jack Brisco, 
Nick Gulas, The Sheik and The Andersons 
More Linda McMahon campaign notes 
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Deadline Hollywood reports USA Network looking at reviving Tough Enough 
WWE starts “Stand up for WWE” campaign as election draws near; targets 6 inaccuracies 
Batista and Strikeforce turn corner on negotiations 
UFC 120: Bisping vs. Akiyama (10/16 card coverage) 

Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame listing 

CMLL Etre el Cielo and El Infierno (10/15 card coverage) 

WWE releases Matt Hardy 

UFC 121: Lesnar vs. Velasquez (10/21 card coverage) 

-Cain Velasquez wins heavyweight title 
Undertaker/Lesnar confrontation after Lesnar’s title loss 

Vince McMahon files lawsuit vs. state of Connecticut in regards to WWE garb at polling 
stations 

WWE Bragging Rights (10/24 card coverage) 

-John Cena & David Otunga win tag team titles from Rhodes & McIntyre 
Chris Leben arrested on DUI 

Heath Slater & Justin Gabriel win tag team titles from John Cena & David Otunga 10/25 

Bellator (10/21 card coverage); Ben Askren wins welterweight title from Lyman Good 
A look at amateur wrestlers from the 1960s that turned pro 
Televisa buys 5% of Univision in the U.S. 

A&E to air one hour special “Finding Hulk Hogan’’ 

Michael Benoit speaks out about WWE while in Hartford; lots more last-minute campaign 
notes 

Linda McMahon loses to Richard Blumenthal in race for Senate seat 

The road to Wrestlemania a bumpy one due to injuries and lack of main event talent 

A look at the Lesnar/Undertaker confrontation 

UFC announces it is eliminating the WEC brand; a look at what this means 
Edouard Carpentier passes away; career retrospect 

Ultimo Guerrero & Dragon Rojo Jr. win CMLL tag team titles from Hector Garza & Mr. 
Aguila 11/2 

Money even tighter in TNA as Janice Carter now approves all new funding 
Bellator owner Bjorn Rebney trying to publicly create a showdown with Strikeforce 
Zoila Frausto wins Bellator 115 lb. women’s title from Megumi Fujii 
WWE signs Sean Morley 

WWE third quarter investor’s conference highlights 

TNA Turning Point (11/7 card coverage); Robbie E wins X title from Jay Lethal 
DGUSA Bushido: Code of the Warrior IPPV (10/29 card coverage) 

Joe Higuchi passes away; career retrospect 

Yuji Nagata & Wataru Inoue win NJPW G-l Climax tag tournament 
Giorgio Petrosyan wins K-l World Max tournament 
Update on the Michael Benoit/Jerry McDevitt conversation 

WWE 11/15 Old School Raw review; Mae Young wrestles in 8 different decades 
Brock Lesnar next opponent turns into a bit of controversy 

WWE Top 50 Superstars DVD leads to tons of discussion, debate and upsets some 
Michaels agrees to do on-sale for WrestleMania; creative starts talking about fitting him into 
the show 

Talk of WWE building a physical Hall of Fame 
WWE developmental house cleaning 
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WEC 52: Faber vs. Mizugaki (11/11 card coverage) 

UFC 122: Marquardt vs. Okami (11/13 card coverage) 

Lots more notes on Edouard Carpentier 

Gedo & Jado win NJPW Super J tournament 

Dan Gable Museum announces 2011 inductees into Hall of Fame 

A look at Mike Chapman’s list of greatest college wrestlers in U.S. history 

Vince McMahon signs new 3-year contract with WWE 

The Miz cashes in Money in the Bank and wins WWE title on Raw 11/22 

WWE Survivor Series (11/21 card coverage); Natalya wins Women’s title from LayCool 

UFC 123: Rampage vs. Machida (11/20 card coverage) 

California announces the implementation of Mixed Martial Arts Specific Scoring (MMAS) 

WWE releases Chris DeJoseph, Luke Gallows, Shad Gaspard, Jillian Hall, Tiffany, Lance 

Hoyt and Caylen Croft 

Gran Naniwa passes away; career retrospect 

Solid of Lucha Libre: Masked Warriors shot dead 

U.K. version of “Bravo” shuts down 1/1 which will affect TNA 

UFC sends letter to Google.com requesting it eliminates search results that infringe on 

intellectual property 

More on Lesnar/Undertaker 

A look at Thanksgiving Day big show traditions and big show results 

Raw 11/29 King of the Ring coverage; Sheamus wins tournament 

El Hijo del Cien Caras found shot dead 

Kantaro Hoshino passes away; career retrospect 

Kaitlyn wins third season of NXT; a look at the cast for season 4 

Yoshiaki Yatsu retires; career retrospect 

Naaruki Doi & Gamma win Open the Twin Gate titles from Susumu Yokosuka & K-Ness 
Family of Nancy Benoit win lawsuit vs. Hustler 
Amsterdam, NY Hall of Fame announces class of 2011: 

-Bronko Nagurski, Everett Marshall, The Sheik, Dick the Bruiser, Jerry Lawler, Ivan 
Koloff, Billy Robinson, Road Warriors, Vince McMahon and Judy Grable 
Bronko Nagurski rated #19 of the 100 greatest NFL players of all time by NFL Network 
Mark Pavelich of Maximum Fighing Championships talks about UFC’s sponsor practices 
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King Curtis Iaukea passes away; quick career retrospect 

Detailed coverage of Chael Sonnen California Athletic Commission hearing 

UFC announces first Toronto date 

Tokyo Sports year-end award winners 

Tons of talk on judging after TUF finale 

The Ultimate Fighter Finale (12/4 card coverage); Jonathan Brookins wins season 12 
Strikeforce: Henderson vs. Babalu (12/4 card coverage) 

TNA Final Resolution (12/5 card coverage) 

-Douglas Williams wins TV title from A.J. Styles 
-Jeff hardy incident 

Bellator to sign multi-year broadcast deal with FX Network 
Pro Wrestling NOAH Budokan Hall (12/5 card coverage) 

AAA Guerra de Titanes (12/5 card coverage) 

-Zorro wins Super Mega heavyweight title from Dr. Wagner Jr. 

-The Psycho Circus suffers first loss since debut in 2007 
CMLL Sin Piedad (12/3 card coverage); Mr. Aguila loses his hair to Rey Bucanero 
Kenso Suzuki & Masayuki Kono win AJPW Real World Tag League tournament 
Skip Young passes away 
TNA releases Hamada; Knockouts title vacated 
MVP asks and receives WWE release 

Santino Marella & Vladimir Koslov win WWE tag team titles from Justin Gabriel & Heath 
Slater 12/6 

UFC 124: GSP vs. Koscheck (12/11 card coverage) 

John Cena being fired angle ends after a few weeks 

2010 K-l World Grand Prix tournament (12/11 card coverage); Alistair Overeem wins 

Kid Yamamoto signs with UFC 

WWE Tribute to the Troops (12/11 card coverage) 

Bellator signs three-year deal with MTV 2 

Japanese NYE show announces Antonio Inoki as Event Producer 

NJPW announces line-up for 20th annual Tokyo Dome show 

Detailed look at Tokyo Sports awards 

CMLL announces 7 new wrestlers to start in the new year 

Bill Apter interview of Perry Saturn highlights 

Skip Young quick career retrospect 

Weird story in Montreal involving Tommy Dreamer and Hannibal 
Christopher Daniels wins ROH TV title from Eddie Edwards 
More on Jeff Hardy from PPV 

Angelina Love & Winter win vacant Knockouts tag team titles vs. Sarita & Madison Rayne 

WWE Tables, Ladders & Chairs (12/19 card coverage); Edge wins World title from Kane 
WEC 53 (12/16 card coverage); Anthony Pettis wins lightweight title from Ben Henderson 
Battle over Chris Benoit case is back open with WWE questioning brain diagnosis 
ROH Final Battle IPPV (12/18 card coverage); Steen vs. Generico mask vs. loser leaves town 
Serious talk of TNA taping outside of Orlando 

FEG announces it has come up with some funding from companies in China & France 
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Dec. 29 (12) 2010 business year-in-review; biggest events and top draws, PPV buys and largest gates 

Most popular in Google search volume in U.S., Canada and worldwide 
UFC vs. WWE by state comparing year-on-year gains or losses 

Nikkan Sports pro wrestling awards; Takashi Sugiura wins MVP; Alistair Overeem MMA 
MVP 

Hans Mortier passes away; career retrospect 

Shocker wins CMLL light heavyweight title from El Texano Jr. 12/14 
Vampiro gives notice to AAA 

Surugaumi, Paul Morton, Donn Lewin and Jack Laskin pass away 
Billy Robinson writes letter about fight with Peter Maivia in Japan 
GSP named Canadian Athlete of the Year in fan poll on Sportsnet 
Shawn Michaels comes to long-term agreement with WWE 
Setanta Ireland runs documentary “The Fit Finlays” 


234 



